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You may wonder why I am writing 
to you again as Chairman of the 
Parish Council, given my  
comments in recent months.  I 
was persuaded to stand again as 
a councillor at the elections on 5 
May.  In the event, there were 
only 9 candidates, all of whom, 
like me, had previously served as 
councillors.  
So we were 
elected  
unopposed. 

At the Council’s Annual Meeting, 
shortly after the elections, I was 
nominated as Chairman, and was 
the only nominee. 

Roddy Young was appointed as 
Vice-Chairman:  Roddy and I have 
worked in harness now for many 
years! 

Incidentally, we said “Goodbye” to 
Dr John McNie at our April  
meeting, as John did not seek  
re-election.  We recorded our 
thanks to John for his service to 
the community as a parish  
councillor since May 1999 and as 
a member of the Editorial Board of 
the Parish Newsletter from May 
1994. 

As there was not a full  
complement of councillors  
following the election, we have  
co-opted 2 – Rupert Gutteridge 
(previously a councillor) and 
Sarah Hunter of Gallowstree 
Common, who volunteered.  
There remains one vacancy, 
which the Council needs to fill 
soon.  Given the spread of  
existing councillors’ homes,  
someone from Tokers Green 
would be ideal.  If you are  
interested in serving, I  
recommend you to contact our 
Clerk – his details are on the back 
page, or the Council’s website 
(www.kepc.info). 

These electoral issues are  
something of a sideshow,  
however, given the momentous 

news about the Pavilion at the 
Gallowstree Common Recreation 
Ground.  The builders, Hale  
Building Contractors Ltd, handed 
over the keys on Friday 17 June.  
Sadly, I was abroad at the time, 
so the keys were accepted by 
Roddy Young.  This was,  
however, most fitting, given 

Roddy’s driving  
enthusiasm for the  
project, which he first 
mooted many years ago.  
The Council placed on 

record its appreciation of Roddy’s 
work on the project, when it met in 
June. 

There have been very few hiccups 
with the project, save for the delay 
caused by the harsh weather in 
December last year.   
Unfortunately, that lost time was 
never recovered, hand over being 
4 weeks behind schedule. 

Those of you who have already 
visited the building will, I hope, 
share my excitement at this  
wonderful new Parish asset.  The 
official opening will be at 6pm on 
29 July.  We are very much  
hoping that Sir John Madejski DL, 
who is patron of the Pavilion 
Fund, will do the honours. 

Before then, the Pavilion will be 
the venue for the public meeting 
about a possible affordable  
housing scheme in Gallowstree 
Common.  The meeting will be at 
7pm on 8 July, chaired by  
Professor Malcolm Stansfield 
MBE. 

I would have to say that the  
pavilion has been a consuming 
issue for the Council over the past 
6 months.  That is not say that we 
have not being attending to other 
issues – our 2 most recent  
meetings have been lengthy af-
fairs, 3 hours 20 minutes in one 
case and 2 hrs 50 mins in the 
other.  Monthly meetings of this 
length have been rare in the past! 

Your Council’s other significant 
project this year, the restoration of 
the allotments at Cane End, has 
taken much longer than expected 
to come to fruition.  Our  
prospective tenants have been 
lined up for some time, but have 
had to remain patient.  Although 
planning permission for the new 
gateway was given, the allotments 
cannot be used until a condition 
about road sightlines has been 
discharged to the satisfaction of 
the planners.  Although our 
scheme in response to the  
condition was delivered in April, 
we have yet to hear from  
Crowmarsh.  Once we hear, of 
course, it will be all systems go. 

You will probably have heard that 
the M1 bus service is to continue.  
This is the service which runs 
through Gallowstree Common, 
Kidmore End and Chalkhouse 
Green to Emmer Green and 
Reading.  It is a service  
contracted by the County Council.  
There was some concern last year 
that the service would be totally 
withdrawn, as the County  
Council’s statistics suggested 
negligible use by residents of the 
Parish.  However, as I have said, 
it has been retained, albeit only for 
4 days per week – Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and  
Saturdays.  The time available in 
Reading is reduced, and  
inconveniently so, as one resident 
has already pointed out to the 
County Council’s Cabinet Member 
for Transport (he took the  
decision). 

In this connection, I feel that I 
must repeat the warning I gave on 
the last occasion that the contract 
for the service was renewed –  
“if you don’t use, you will lose it”.   
I am under no illusions that, if the 
loadings are as low next time as 
was reported at the recent review, 
this important piece of the Parish 
infrastructure will be lost.  

Giles Martin (Chairman, Kidmore End Parish Council)  

Report from The Chairman of the Parish Council 

Dear Resident, 

Pavilion official opening… 
6pm on 29 July  
by Sir John Madejski DL … 
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Editor’s Notes 

Well, here we are, then.  A long journey through the choices for any “rural exception site” 
for affordable housing has come down to the public meeting on Friday 8th July at 7pm in 
the new pavilion. 

The plans have been on the web site for many weeks and we have put the details of the 
plans in this newsletter again, so that anyone who is interested in coming to the public meeting can bring 
these documents with them.  If you go back to the previous edition of the newsletter, you will see some  
additional letters, and you may wish to re-read these. 

In between times, we have received written assurances from the owners of the GTC field they understand 
that if they let a small piece of land go in this field, it will not be used as a way of extending housing or any 
other different use across the field, something that worried parishioners the last time the site came up before 
a public meeting. 

So it has been a long process; we have kept you informed every step of the way.  If you do feel you would 
like to go to the meeting, then here is the timetable:  
The representative of the ORCC will be there, as will councillors. 

 

 7.00 Opportunity to look at plans and meet councillors 

 7.30 Welcome and Introductions  —  Chairperson of Parish Council 

 7.35 Parish Council Affordable housing committee member 

 7.40 Anna Kennedy  —  Rural Housing Enabler, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council 

 8.00 Questions 

 8.30 Next Steps  —  Parish Council Affordable housing committee member 

 8.40 Close of Meeting and Thanks  —  Chairperson of PC 

 

The idea would be to listen to those who attend and possibly make a decision at the PC meeting that follows 
later that month. Of course, as we have said before, the PC does not approve the plans, they merely say 
whether, in principle, a process can continue with a view to being put before the SODC.  But this time you 
have detailed proposals to look at. 

We have also put in a kaleidoscope of pictures showing the new pavilion, which you may care to walk past 
and admire (p 6-7).  You may also like to take a stroll over to see the real thing.  

All in all, two major things that affect the parish have come to conclusion much at the same time, and what 
better than to hold the public meeting in the new parish pavilion. 

Brian Knapp  (Editor) 

The project to replace the pavilion at Gallowstree Common which started on September 27 2010 has now 
been completed. 

The construction company handed over the keys to the Parish Council on June 17 2011. 

The new facility has been built to a very high standard and we hope that it will be enjoyed by residents of the 
parish for many years to come. 

The official opening will take place on Friday July 29 at 6pm. 

Everybody from the parish is welcome to come and celebrate the opening and to look around the new  
building. 

Roddy Young 

Pavilion Completion 

Affordable Housing  
Public meeting Friday 8th July 

at 7pm at the new pavilion 
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View of land for proposed Rural Exception site in Gallowstree Common 
Approximate area for proposals. White: proposal 1, Black Proposal’s 2 and 3  

Proposal 1 
3 one bed flats @ 54sqm 
1 two bed flat @ 68sqm 
1 two bed house @ 78sqm 
1 three bed house @ 90sqm 
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Proposal 2 
3 one bed flats @ 54sqm 
1 two bed flat @ 68sqm 
1 two bed house @ 78sqm 
1 three bed house @ 90sqm 

Proposal 3 
3 one bed flats @ 54sqm 
1 two bed flat @ 68sqm 
1 two bed house @ 78sqm 
1 three bed house @ 90sqm 
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17 February 2011 

26 November 2010 

Progress of pavilion over the last 8 months 

 

 

Official opening 29 July  6pm 

by Sir John Madejski DL OBE 
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The Parish Church 

We thank all those who collected for and contributed to Christian Aid, during May; the amount collected was 
in excess of £1400 – a great result, once again, taking into account the difficult financial circumstances still 
being faced by many, at this time. Our thanks, too, to Eileen Pearson for organising the collection, yet again. 

We are grateful, too, to those who made a donation, on the church’s Gift Day, towards the support of our two 
churches. 

ATTENTION ALL CYCLISTS!  Saturday 10th September 
is the date of this year’s Ride/Stride event – in support of 
Historical Churches in Oxfordshire.  A date for cyclists and 
walkers to put in their diaries.  Half the money raised in 
sponsorship, in this Parish, we are able retain to help with 
the ever-increasing cost of preserving our Parish Church.  
Enquiries and sponsorship forms:  
Stefano Cascarini  972 1137 

Another diary date is Sunday 2nd October, when we have our Harvest Lunch.  Watch out for details. 

After a summer break, our Discussion Group starts up again in September – the first Wednesday of each 
month, at Christ the King, at 7.30pm.  We start with tea/coffee and biscuits and everybody is welcome.  
Why not give it a try?  Alternatively, read about our discussions, in the Lamb and Flag, our church magazine.  

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 

Ride/Stride event   10 September 
Harvest lunch  2nd October 

Kidmore End Pre-School 

Best wishes,  Caroline Aldridge (Pre-school Manager, 972 3700)  

Operating from the Parish Rooms 
in Kidmore End since 1983, the 
small village pre-school received a 
glowing report and achieved an 
‘outstanding’ rating in every single 
category.  The inspectors found 
the learning environment to be 
‘inspirational’, contributing directly 
to the children that attend being 
‘incredibly confident, happy and 
thoroughly enjoy their time at the 
pre-school’. 

Staff were praised as dedicated, 
proactive and highly successful, 
and the report also commented on 
the pre-school’s exceptional  
commitment to ‘inspire children to 
learn in a calm and secure way', it 
also comment out that the children 
‘readily wave to the local farmers 
who ride by on their tractors.’! 

Gemma Malaperiman,  
chairwoman of the pre-school 
committee, said: “We’ve known for 

quite some time that our  
pre-school is a very special place, 
where the children are  
encouraged to play, learn and 
grow in a wonderfully nurturing  
environment, we have a maximum 
of 14 children in any one session.  
To have it officially recognized is 
fantastic, and testament to the  
enthusiasm and devotion of the 
staff who work so hard towards 
creating a welcoming family  
atmosphere.” 

Nicola Liddon-Horncastle,  
pre-school manager, said: “It’s 
lovely to have the friendly, caring 
nature of our pre-school endorsed 
by Ofsted.  We are a small  
pre-school, which means we can 
work closely with the very  
supportive parents of the children 
in our care to make sure every 
child’s individual needs are met. 
We also enjoy close links with 

Kidmore 
End  
Primary 
school, 
which  
contributes 
to the important community feel 
and means we get to know many 
families in the area.” 

The Pre-School is currently  
looking for someone to help  
design some new posters and 
leaflets to help spread this  
important news; if there is anyone 
locally who would like to assist 
please do email on  
enquiry@keps.co.uk 

Kidmore End Pre-school currently 
has a few places available for 
September 2012. For more  
information or to add your child to 
our waiting list please contact 
Registrar Louise Wood on  
924 2740 or email  
enquiry@keps.co.uk. 

Kidmore End Pre-School are delighted to be rated ‘Outstanding’ 
by Ofsted, following an inspection at the end of May 
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A reminiscence from Callum 
Maclean, recently retired from the 
Police Service where he was  
responsible for dog training and 
who now is turning his hand to 
helping folks in the village. 

Sometimes coincidences pile up 
so you feel out of control.  Never 
mind, it happens to the best of us.  
The answer is don't panic - and try 
to choose a name that no one 
else has. 

Many years ago, having just 
moved into the village, I was in the 
first stages of training the latest 
recruit to the dog section;  Police 
Dog Murphy.  One sunny  
Saturday evening which was  
Murphy's first weekend at home, I 
was strolling around the garden, 
giving Murphy some socialisation 
time with my other police dog,  
"Buck" the sniffer dog. 

My attention was soon drawn to 
the hedge with a chain link fence 
between our garden and our 
newly arrived neighbours where I 
could hear some high pitched 
barking from two small dogs.  
Soon all dogs were saying a polite 

 July 2011 

HENLEY TESCO Monday 4, 11, 18, 25 

HENLEY WAITROSE  Thursday 7, 28 Pick Up 9.00 am. 

READING (MORRISONS) Wednesday 27  Pick Up 10.00 am  (rtn 1.15pm) 

READING TOWN CENTRE Wednesday 2, 21  Pick Up 9.00 am. 

THAME FARMERS MARKET   £5 Tuesday 12  Pick Up 9.00 am. 

BUS PASSES ACCEPTED ON THE ABOVE TRIPS ONLY Fare £3.00 except where stated 

LEISURE TRIPS 

GARDEN CENTRE Monday 4 Pickup from 1.30pm £4 
PUB LUNCH Thursday 14 Pickup from 11.30am £4 
NT SNOWSHILL MANOR Wednesday 20 Pickup 10am village hall £12 + £9.50 admission (non NT) 
MYSTERY TEA TOUR Tuesday 22 Pickup from 2pm £4 
WATERCRESS LINE Friday 29 Pickup from 2pm £10 + £14 train fare 

For more information on all trips call 972 3986,  9.30 – 11.30 am,  
Monday – Friday or visit our office in the Village Hall, Sonning Common 

Fare 

FISH - MINIBUS TRIPS 

That's not my Murphy! 

hello to each other through the 
fence and I was supervising whilst 
enjoying a pint of cider! 

However, this bliss was not to last, 
as my dog suddenly found a gap 
in the fence that I had not noticed, 
and he exploded through the 
fence to go and say hello.  I 
dropped my pint and scrambled 
through the small opening made 
by Murphy, cutting my cheek on 
the fence in the process. 

As I emerged into my new 
neighbours’ garden I shouted, 
"Murphy, come" in my most  
authoritative voice.  At which 
point, the neighbour who was  
reclining in a sun chair with a 
newspaper, leapt up, exclaiming, 
"what on earth's going on" (that 
moment will stay with me till the 
day I die!) 

Several minutes of frantic  
rounding up of dogs ensued. 
Once the two small dogs were 
secure in their owners’ arms, 
things were looking up and  
hopefully I would have time to 
apologise…  but Murphy had 
other ideas and, noticing their 

patio doors open, he decided to 
explore their house so I followed 
in quick pursuit and after a trip 
through the kitchen, finally found 
him in the hallway.  It was then 
that I heard a calm and friendly 
voice behind me say, "oh, don't 
worry, it doesn't matter!"  I have 
never been so relieved - what a 
wonderful neighbour!  We formally 
introduced ourselves and had a 
nice chat in their garden even 
though I was covered in green 
undergrowth and bleeding! 

And the name of one of their 
dogs?  "Murphy!"  It must have 
been quite a fright, to have a 
stranger burst into your garden 
seemingly intent on abducting 
your beloved pet! 

And to this day, my lovely 
neighbours remain just that. 
Lovely neighbours. Thanks for the 
introduction Murphy! 

These days I find myself training 
far more civilised dogs, thank 
goodness.  My latest challenge, to 
correct a naughty dog pulling on a 
lead, took me less than  
25 seconds to correct. Phew! 
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Kidmore End Cricket Club 

Keith Atkinson  (972 2844) 

On the 18th May, the writer of 
these notes is still faced with the  
unknown!  Construction of the new 
pavilion has been inexplicably  
delayed despite months of good 
weather.  Although the club was 
disappointed not to be playing at 
its natural home until early June, 
arrangements were made to fulfil 
our playing commitments  
elsewhere with the help of other 
clubs and a school.  However, we 
are excited about the prospects of 
playing again at Gallowstree  
Common and to use the excellent 
facilities that the new pavilion will 
provide.  The parishioners should 
be justly proud of the pavilion 
which will undoubtedly be the best 

for many miles around.  It will also 
be a significant venue for  
community activities.  As a club, 
we hope that the much improved 
facilities will attract new players. 

The Morrant Thames Valley 
Cricket League and Kidmore End’s 
opponents have been most  
understanding of the club’s  
predicament.  One 2nd XI and all 
3rd XI matches have been played 
at Highmoor CC’s delightful ground 
while most 1st and 2nd XI home 
matches have taken place at 
Leighton Park School.  The 1st 
round Village Cup match, at 
“home” against Great and Little 
Tew on 17th April, took place at 
Boyne Hill CC.  The club members 

have been very 
grateful for their 
temporary venues. 

The unfinished pavilion looks most 
impressive and it will prove to be a 
great asset for the whole  
community in the 21st century. The 
official opening of the pavilion is 
planned for Friday, 29 July and the 
cricket club will have its own  
celebration when the President’s 
XI plays the Chairman’s XI on  
Sunday, 28 August.  Members of 
the cricket club are full of  
anticipation as the pavilion nears 
completion. It should provide a 
huge boost to the club’s success in 
the future. 

KECC Fixtures: 

Our recent activity/sports day was a great success with around 45 children attending.  There were a range of 
different activities set up for the children including a bouncy castle and giant sumo suits.  We held mini 
sports races in the afternoon which included a three legged race and relays. 

After all the fun and excitement, the children were given a pack lunch out in the garden. At the end of the 
day each child received a medal to take home.  All in all the day was a winner.  We will be looking to hold 
another one during the summer holidays. 

Rebecca  The New Inn 

The New Inn 

Jul 2 1st XI v Wokingham Aug 6 2nd XI v  Purley 2nds 

Jul 9 1st XI  v  Falkland 2nds Aug 13 1st XI  v  Boyne Hill 

Jul 16 2nd XI v  Burnham 3rds Aug 20 2nd XI  v  Slough 3rds 

Jul 23 1st XI v  Burnham 2nds Aug 27 1st XI  v  Sonning 

Jul 30 1st XI v Reading 2nds Sep 3 2nd XI  v  Marlow 2nds 
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MEMORIES… 
   ... Some reminiscences of growing up in Wyfold and Kidmore End in the 1930s 

I was born at Neal’s Farm in Wyfold in 1925, the youngest of 4.  My brother was 4 years old and there were 
twin sisters in between so my mother had 4 children under 5.  We lived in a tied cottage and my father, Fred 
King, was gamekeeper on the Wyfold Estate for Mrs Herman-Worsley.  He had to cut down trees, feed the 
birds for the shoot and look out for poachers.  A lot of poaching happened on Sundays so that could be a 
busy day for him and he would go up to the wood in his best suit and cravat to catch them.  Mrs Herman-
Worsley was nice.  People like her normally used only your surname but she would use your first name. 

My mother came from Canada.  She arrived in England with her father when she was 4, I don’t know what 
happened to her mother.  She lived in London and went into service when old enough, and met my father 
when she was working for Mrs Herman-Worsley at Wyfold.  My mother had a really hard life.  She took in 
washing for many years.  The copper was outside under a tin roof and it seemed to me that she spent most 
of her life out there, in all the weather.  She had terrible arthritis. 

I went to Grove Road School in Sonning Common, walking there every day from Wyfold.  When I was nine 
we moved to Church Room Cottage, now Glebe Cottage, in Kidmore End.  Craysleaze opposite was a field 
at that time with lots of chickens in it, and the area in front of the [Old] Vicarage which now has houses on it 
was an orchard with many cherry trees.  We grew all our own vegetables.  My father liked to have bees.  He 
used to say that if we saw a swarm going over we had to make a noise by hitting pan lids together.  That 
tempted them in and they would land on our apple tree, then he would hit the tree to catch the bees in a sort 
of skip he had underneath.  After that we’d have honey to eat which was a real treat, my favourite bit was 
licking the comb. 

I remember my mother 
losing her wedding ring.  
She thought it fell off 
when she was feeding 
the pigs and we were 
looking for it for months, 
going through everything 
(yes!), even checking the 
pigs’ innards when 
they’d been killed.  We 
never found it. It’s proba-
bly still in the garden  
somewhere! 

The Kidmore End shop 
was a big part of village 
life.  It was a Post Office 
too and sold all sorts.  I 
liked the smell of paraffin 
there and also liked to sit 
with Mr Foster, the boot 
mender, who worked in a wooden building between the shop and the school.  He loved to have company 
and us children would spend all day there, talking with him while he worked.  I think I could mend shoes  
myself now!  There was also a garage in Kidmore End, next to the pub, where they did vehicle repairs.  The 
pub was really popular, especially on Saturdays, people sat outside and there was darts and billiards. 

When I was 14 I left school and worked for Mrs Goyder at Cromwell Cottage.  I cooked dinner six nights a 
week, three courses.  Mr Goyder often brought his directors home for dinner and I would have to do a bit 
more food.  His favourite dessert was apple meringue.  He was really nice, he would help me wipe up in the 
kitchen, even leaving his guests to help me.  I generally finished and went home about 8.30 in the evening. 

They were happy times. 

 
From a conversation between Dora Worrall and Jackie Russell 

Cromwell Cottage 1941 
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Local Weather Report: 2011 

 Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cel Fahr Cel Fahr mm in 

March 1.9 35 14.7 58 14 0.6 

April 7.0 44 20.8 69 9 0.4 

May 7.8 46 21.0 69 38 1.5 

Rainfall - 4 months to the end of February 2011 61 2.5 

   

Total rainfall previous 12 months June 2010 to May 2011 609 24.0 

This is 11% less than the normal twelve month average rainfall of 685mm (27 in) or 57 mm / 2 ¼ inches per 
month.   

March and April were two very dry months with a spell of 17 days without measurable rain, producing only 
23 mm (0.9”) over the eight week period. 

May started dry for seven days but the relatively dry spell was ended with 24mm ( 0.95”) falling over two 
consecutive days.  Sporadic small amounts 14.5mm (0.6”) then fell during the remainder of the month.  

Derek Brown (972 3895) 

The near record high temperatures in April, appear to have produced early flowering and fruiting, together 
with considerable activity in the animal and insect worlds – the writer reluctantly, having had five wasp nests 
destroyed already this year! 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to February 2011 

 Lowest  Highest 

March -4.0C 25F (18th) 20.7C 69F (24th) 

April -2.0C 29F (4th) 27.6C 81F (21st) 

May 0C 32F (4th) 24.5C 76F (6th) 

Waste Collections after Bank Holidays 

If you have not already discovered it, the Council’s (free) Waste Text Service can be recommended.  
You will be sent text message reminders on both the normal and revised waste collection days, including 
instructions on which bins to put out.  Much easier than having to find the information yourself.  Text  
messages are also used to keep householders informed in the event of disruptions to the waste collection 
service, as I found when we had the heavy snow last winter. 

To use the service all you need to do is text the word ‘waste’ followed by your normal collection day to  
07797 870370. 

Jackie Russell 



 

 

KIDMORE END PARISH COUNCIL  PAGE 13 

The weather this year has followed a similar trend to that of last year. A dry spring  
followed by lots of rain.  If the trend continues, then we will have a very dry late summer 
and autumn! 

Lawn Care The rain has encouraged the grass to grow so lawns are looking really good. 
There are fewer dandelions and other pernicious weeds in my lawn, so I am hopeful that 
your lawns are looking good too.  Remember to raise the blades of your mower, treat the 
lawn with a nitrogen-based fertilizer to keep it green, and sit back and enjoy the fruits of 
all your hard labour!  

Weeding The mantra is ‘little and often’.  The current weather conditions are encouraging weeds to grow, so 
pick a small area and sort it out.  Just a few minutes every day will soon mount up to a huge difference. 

Colour Your garden is in full swing now.  Keep your pots and baskets of colourful summer bedding well  
watered.  Fertilize once a week with a high potash fertilizer (potassium for flowers) to keep the flowers  
coming, and don’t forget to deadhead.  This will encourage new flowers and should keep your pots and  
baskets looking marvellous up to the first frost.  Don’t forget that dead-heading in the borders is also  
important to keep the flowers coming.  It is best to use scissors or secateurs for this job.  Plants that benefit 
from dead-heading include repeat-flowering roses (not the shrub or species roses whose hips should be left 
for autumn interest), all summer bedding (geraniums, petunias, busy Lizzies etc), penstemons, perennial 
daisies, valerian, sweet peas, calendulas, cosmos, californian poppies, cornflowers, scabious and buddleia 
to name a few.  If you grow alstroemerias (Peruvian lilies), pull the spent flower stems gently from the base 
of the plant to encourage new flowering stems to appear.  Cut back early flowering perennials like  
geraniums, phloxes, violas and pulmonarias to promote new leaves and another flush of flowers.  Keep up 
with pest control by checking plants for signs of caterpillar infestations and aphids and dealing with such 
problems as soon as possible.  My fledgling blue and great tits are finally doing some work in the garden, but 
there still seems to a huge population of aphids for them to deal with.  I am optimistic that my birds are up to 
the task ahead! 

If your early spring-flowering shrubs are getting a bit too large, it is now time to prune them back.  Doing so 
now means that there is time for new growth and the shrubs should flower next year. 

Take photos of bits of your garden that need attention.  For example, you many want to rejuvenate some 
herbaceous plants, or move a shrub.  These jobs are best done in the autumn, so taking a photo now will 
remind you of exactly which plants need attention in the future.  

Beginners Veggie Patch I am growing lots of Chinese vegetables this year and a new kale/brassica cross 
called Apollo.  So far, these have been delicious on their own and in other dishes, particularly quiches.  I 
have invested in netting and I have redcurrants, gooseberries, loganberries and strawberries all ready at the 
moment. There are courgettes, squashes, pumpkins, tomatoes, sugar snaps and beans (with the exception 
of broad beans) all growing strongly and lots of herbs and salad leaves.  The greenhouse is full of tomatoes 
and cucumbers and some tomatoes will be ready by the beginning of July.  My leeks were a disaster last 
year, but I am confident that this year they will be lovely!  I have Brussels sprouts doing well (under netting).  
The veggie patch looks a bit severe, but at least there is very little pigeon damage.  Now is the time to think 
about winter vegetables like pak choi and other winter greens.  Sowing now and up to the end of August will 
give you greens right through the winter (assuming that it does not get too cold and that you keep the  
pigeons away).  Remember to keep on sowing salad crops at intervals as well to keep the kitchen well  
supplied with lovely, young, fresh leaves! 

The most important thing to do in your garden this summer is to sit out in it and enjoy it. Happy gardening!  

Gardening 

Caroline Aldridge (Gardener for over 20 years and still learning)             972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 0845 8505 505 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  e-mail: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 

Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 e-mail orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Giles Martin 972 2365 

Parish Council Vice-Chairman Roddy Young 972 2097 

Clerk to the Council Roger Penfold 947 3130 
 e-mail  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 940 2299 

Robert Peasgood 972 1877 
e-mail rob@peasgood.net 

County Councillor 

Carol Viney 01491 680887 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  
 (01491 578267) 

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 
 (01491 572129) 

Services also available at: (call above numbers for an appointment) 

Sonning Common (Health Centre)  11 am - 2 pm (2nd & 4th Tue) 
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 1 pm (Tuesdays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 1 pm (Thursdays) 

CAB website www.adviceguide.org.uk 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 972 2247 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
 www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 
Summer 2011 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Let us know 
by contacting one of the editors. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles can be sent to any 
member of the editorial board.  

The closing date for the next edition 
is Friday 26 Aug 2011. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Summer Diary 

July Fish Bus Timetable ............................9 

KECC Cricket Fixtures ...........................10 

8  July Public Meeting Aff Housing.........3 

29 July Official Pavilion opening .............6 

10  Sep Ride Stride event .........................8 

2  Oct Harvest Lunch .............................8 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 20 Jul 2011 

 21 Sep 2011 

 19 Oct 2011 

 23 Nov 2011 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  
including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com) 

Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com) 972 3895 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 972 1001 

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net) 972 2214 

Parish Council website www.kepc.info 
 e-mail webmaster@kepc.info 


