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Chairman's Report 

As the nights draw in, many  
people in the parish look out for 
elderly neighbours, which is  
wonderful and especially  
important and essential during 
winter.  

The current weather has made 
flooding by Kidmore End pond an 
almost permanent feature.  The 
Parish Council has had  
confirmation from Oxfordshire 
County Council, highways that 
work will be carried out to reduce 
the flooding by removing some silt 
from the pond during the week 
starting 17 December, weather 
permitting.  There will be two  
lorries and a skip, so the area will 
probably be congested. 

Councillor John Swift attended the 
Henley Triathlon meeting in early 
October.  The Triathlon will be 
held on 8 September 2013,  
resulting in road closures that will 
start at around 6am and last 12 
hours.  At this meeting three 
routes were discussed.  Kidmore 
End parish council voted to opt for 
route 2, the route that would not 
enter the parish.  Sonning  
Common and Rotherfield Peppard 
have also opted for this route.  We 
also requested that if route 3 is 
used that the end point on  
Horsepond Road is before 
Reades Lane (the route will be 
coming from Peppard).  From  
reports in the Henley Standard 
there now seems to be a fourth 
route, but the council has no  
further information on this. 

Two new members have been  
co -opted onto the council, Iain 
Pearson from Kidmore End and 
Hugh Thresher from Tokers 
Green.  We welcomed them both 
to the meeting in November. 

It is likely that there will be  
photographs of all the parish 
councillor's early next year on the 
website.   

The play area in Kidmore End has 
needed renovating for some time 
and we have tried hard to get 
funding over the last 4 years.  We 
finally have had confirmation that 
we will get 60% of the required 
funds from South Oxfordshire  
District Council, Community  
Investment Fund.  We are still 
applying for funding for the other 
40% and will update you on  
progress. 

At the end of October the path in 
the church was resurfaced, as you 
may well have noticed.  Five 
tonnes arrived on one Saturday 
morning and then a similar 
amount a week later. The  
volunteers moved this in a  
remarkable 1 hour and 15 minutes 
each time, so many thanks to  
everyone who helped. 

There is an article in this  
newsletter about the Localism Act, 
including neighbourhood plans.  
During the October 2012 council 
meeting, councillor Jane Williams 
presented an outline of the act 
and the council voted not to move 
forward with a neighbourhood 
plan at this time, one reason for 
this is that South Oxfordshire  
District Council does not give the 
Parish of Kidmore End a housing 
allocation.  There is more on this 
later in the newsletter. 

A traffic survey was undertaken 
from 23 October for 7 days on 
behalf of SOHA (South  
Oxfordshire Housing Association) 
on Horsepond Road by Glanville 
Consultants to investigate the  
visibility splays relating to the 
plans of the proposed affordable 
housing on Horsepond Road.  
Details of this survey can be found 
later in the newsletter. 

The Parish Council planning sub-
committee has responded to 
SODC with regard to the  
amended planning application for 

affordable housing on Horsepond 
Road with the following. 

"No strong views, but the Council 
continues to express concern, on 
behalf of parishioners, in relation 
to the traffic in Horsepond Road. 

The traffic survey indicates high 
volumes of speeding traffic in both 
directions throughout the day, 
which has not been addressed by 
the amended plan.  The Council 
recommends that a more robust 
system of traffic calming is  
considered by the County and 
District Councils, to ensure  
increased safety on this road." 

The salt/grit for the roads has 
been delivered to the parish.  In 
the past there have been  
concerns about individuals putting 
the grit on the road, so I thought it 
would be helpful if I included the 
government guidelines in the 
newsletter on page 3.  I also 
checked with Oxfordshire  
Highways and  “The term  
pavement refers to both  
Carriageway and Footway  
surfaces, and the salt is for use on 
both.”  Please remember that you 
do not need much salt for it to be 
effective, as you will see in the 
guide.  Most people put too much 
salt on the paths. 

Oxfordshire launched a “Better 
broadband for Oxfordshire”  
programme.  They are currently 
undertaking a consultation to 
show the need for improved 
broadband across the county.  
There is a link to the survey on the 
parish website.  The county  
requested each parish to suggest 
a ‘champion’.  Hugh Thresher has 
kindly agreed to take up this role. 

From all the members of the  
parish council I would like to wish 
you a very merry Christmas and 
happy New Year. 

Sue Biggs  Chairman of the parish council 
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The Government Snow Guide 
 
The department for Transport issued some practical advice on clearing snow after concerns 
from the public over litigation. 

Will I be held liable if someone falls on a path I have cleared? 

There is no law preventing you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your 
property,  
pathways to your property or public spaces. 

It is very unlikely that you would face any legal liability, as long as you are careful and use 
common sense to ensure that you do not make the pavement or pathway clearly more dan-
gerous than before.  People  
using areas affected by snow and ice also have responsibility to be careful themselves. 

What can I do to help clear snow and ice from pavements and public spaces? 

Practical advice from highway engineers is given below.  This is not a comprehensive list. 

 Start early: it is much easier to remove fresh, loose now compared to compacted ice that 
has been compressed by people walking on it. 

 Do not use hot water.  This will melt the snow, but may replace it with black ice, increas-
ing the risk of injury. 

 Be a good neighbour: some people may be unable to clear snow and ice on paths lead-
ing to their property or indeed the footway fronting their property.  Snowfall and cold 
weather pose particular  
difficulties for them gaining access to and from their property or walking to the shops. 

 If shovelling snow, consider where you are going to put it, so that it does not block other 
people's paths, or block drainage channels.  This could shift the problem elsewhere. 

 Make a pathway down the middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a clear sur-
face to walk on.  Then you can shovel the snow from the centre to the sides. 

 Spreading some salt on the area you have cleared will help to prevent any ice forming.  
Table salt or dishwasher salt will work, but avoid spreading salt on plants or grass as 
they may be damaged by it.  A tablespoon for each square metre you clear should work.  
The salt found in salting bins will be  
needed for keeping roads clear. 

 Particular care and attention should be given to steps and steep gradients to ensure 
snow and ice is removed.  You might need to apply additional salt to these areas. 

 Use the sun to your advantage.  Removing the top layer of snow will allow the sun to 
melt any ice  
beneath.  However you will need to cover any exposed ice with salt to stop it refreezing 
over night. 

 If there is no salt available, then a little sand or ash is a reasonable substitute.  It will not 
have the same de-icing properties as salt but should offer grip under foot. 
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The Parish Church 

Remembrance Sunday, this year, coincided with Armistice Day and, just as it 
did last year, the sun shone brilliantly down on those who assembled for the 
service at the War Memorial.  The Cubs, this year were joined by the Beavers 
and their parents, this resulting in an even larger gathering than last year. 
Wreaths were laid by the 
Royal British Legion, the 
churches [Catholic and  
Anglican], both Parish  
Councils, Sonning Common 
Primary School, the Cubs 
and the Beavers. The church 
was full for the church ser-
vice [led by a former Bishop 
of Reading] which followed 
the Memorial ceremony 

Sadly, there was no  
sunshine on the day of the 
school/church Christmas 
Fair, but despite the heavy 
rain, the school was packed. and we extend our thanks to all who braved the weather.  We are again  
extremely grateful to parents from the school for masterminding this event; without the very generous share 
of the proceeds, which we receive, the church’s finances would be even more strained. 

And so our thoughts turn to Christmas itself, the commemoration of Christ’s nativity.  Details of our services, 
at which everyone is welcome, are listed within this article.  

The Service of Carols and Readings [by candlelight], at St John’s, is always popular [the congregation get 
their chance to sing!] and will be held, this year, at 7.30pm on Friday 21 December.  

A Christingle is a lighted candle set in an orange, representing Christ as the Light of the World.  We have 
two Christingle services in December, this year; the first is at St John’s Church [with the school choir taking 
part] on Sunday 9 December and the second is on Christmas Eve at Christ the King Church.  Each child  
attending will be presented with a Christingle; both services commence at 4.30pm  An excellent way to start 
Christmas; you don't have to be a church member to attend, but be sure to come early for a good seat  
because this too is a popular service.  The collection is donated to The Children’s Society.  

The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January, each year.  Look out for 
details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion. Our clergy and church members wish the Editor 
and all readers a Happy Christmas. 

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 

Christmas Services 

Friday 21 December 7.30pm Service of Carols and Readings at  
  St John’s 

Monday 24 December 4.30pm Christingle Service at Christ the  
  King 
 11.00pm Midnight Mass, at St John’s 

Christmas Day 9.30am Family Eucharist with Carols at 
   Christ the King 

 10.30am Family Eucharist with Carols at  
   St John’s  

The West Wall Appeal was a great success in so many ways.  We raised just over £45,000 – and to our de-
light, the final bill came in at £45,000 not £50,000 as we had expected.  This has left about £40 in the kitty!  
No doubt this will be useful as it looks as if the East Wall now needs some redecorating – but don’t worry, 
there will not be another Appeal! 

We are so grateful to everyone who helped us with the Appeal – not just financially, but in running and  
supporting the various events which were enjoyed by so many of you.   

It was always the aim of the Appeal to bring a sense of community to the parish and I think we succeeded in 
doing that.  The challenge now is to continue this! 

A Happy Christmas to you all and do come and join us at some of the services.  Although there is no visible 
sign of the work done, the west wall is now secure so that future generations can benefit from the Church in 
our midst. 

A Very Big Thank You  

Jocelyn Lynch (Treasurer, West Wall Appeal) 
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Kidmore End Pre-School 

Caroline Aldridge   Pre-school Business Manager 

First of all I would like to thank all 
our wonderful neighbours who 
make us feel so welcome in the 
village.  On 1st October, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hall invited us to visit their 
wonderful farm in Chalkhouse 
Green.  We had a super time and 
everyone learnt so much about all 
the rare animals that Mr. and Mrs. 
Hall look after.  The children fed 
the pigs, ducks, geese, fish, cattle 
and guineafowl.  They met the 
donkeys and spent some time 
with the horses and learnt all 
about what happens when the 
horse-dentist comes to visit!  On 
22nd November, our lovely  
neighbour, Tracey Fox, came to 
the pre-school with turkey  
sandwiches, baked potatoes and 
apple pie so that we could join her 
Thanksgiving Celebration.  We 
are very grateful to all our  
neighbours for all their  
kindnesses, particularly when they 
enable the children to extend their 
learning about the world around 
them! 

Now back to our news.  Our AGM 
on 16 October was very  
successful and well-attended.  
The AGM allows us to look back 
on the year and to look forward to 
the next year.  We are sad to lose 
our chair, Gemma Malaperiman, 
who has worked so hard to make 
our pre-school the success that it 
is.  We would like to thank her for 
all her hard work and  
commitment.  However, it is  
always exciting to welcome a new 

chair to the committee.  Elizabeth 
Chandler will be guiding Kidmore 
End pre-school in the coming year 
and we wish her every success.  

Our Open Afternoon on 19  
October was very well attended 
with 8 new families coming to find 
out more about the pre-school. 

So far this term, the children have 
dressed up in their finest  
Halloween costumes on 26  
October, and carved a huge 
pumpkin given to us by Mrs. Hall.  
We celebrated Guy Fawkes night 
by feeding the children with our 
special bonfire lunches of  
sausages, beans, rolls and spider 
jelly on 6 and 7 November.   
Everyone had a lovely time and 
created some beautiful pieces of 
‘Fireworks’ artwork.  Later that 
week we made poppies for  
Remembrance Sunday and 3  
special poppy wreaths which we 
finally laid at the War Memorial on 
the first dry day of the following 
week, Wednesday 14th.  On the 
16th of November, we joined in 
the fun by wearing spots for 
‘Children in need’ day and raised 
a fantastic £34 for this very worthy 
charity.  Further good news is that 
we raised a fantastic £123.77 at 
the Macmillan Coffee morning on 
Friday 28 September.  Thank you 
to everyone who baked cakes and 
biscuits and helped out on the 
day.  Thank you also to everyone 
who came along to support this 
worthy cause and thank you to our 

pre-school Manager, Nicky  
Liddon-Horncastle, who organised 
the event.  

As this article goes to press, we 
are starting our Christmas  
celebrations.  On 7 December, we 
joined Kidmore End Primary 
School to make Christingles for 
the special church service on 9 
December.  Later that day we 
went on our Christmas outing to 
see ‘The owl who was afraid of 
the dark’.  On 11 December, we 
celebrated our Nativity in the 
church, and on 17 December, we 
will hold our Christmas Party at 
Peppard War Memorial Hall. 

We are gradually filling up the  
register, but have a few places 
available for new children.  We 
are a small pre-school set in a 
rural location with session  
numbers limited to 14 children.  If 
you would like more information 
about our ‘Outstanding’  
pre-school, or you would like to 
add your child to our waiting list, 
please contact our Registrar, 
Louise Wood on 924 2740 or e-
mail registrar@keps.co.uk as 
soon as possible.  Please check 
out our website at 
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk 
for further information.  
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The Last Tree 

A salutary story to read to mum and dad… 

You have probably noticed that trees suddenly appear just before Christmas.  Of course, we have trees 
around us all the time, but these are special trees.  They are Christmas trees. 

You have probably also noticed that trees arrive in the shops quite a few weeks before Christmas and that 
no one much buys them then.  Instead, they wait until almost the last minute and then, when the last  
Saturday before Christmas finally comes around, they get into their cars and go to the same shops to get the 
same trees at the same time. 

And, of course, they all line up in their cars with the motors still running, exhausts still belching fumes, and 
curse all the other people who decided to do just the same thing.  These are just the same trees that were in 
the shops weeks ago.  But something stops most people buying their trees until it is almost too late. 

But it gets worse.  There is a group of people who, for some unaccountable reason, do not even get around 
to buying their tree on the last Saturday.  No, they wait until the last day.  Well, you can understand that the 
shops don't want spare Christmas trees on the day after Christmas, for no one is going to buy them.  So they 
try to organise things such that they run out about mid-day on the last day.  So those who go scratching 
around on Christmas Eve are in for a pretty miserable time.  It's not just Christmas trees that run out, but 
everything else in shops starts to run out too.  This is the time when people buy extraordinary gifts that you 
could not conceive of anyone wanting in their normal lives.  But all the 
same, husbands will say to wives on Christmas morning "Here you are, 
dear, I was sure you would like that ski hat in fluorescent pink / those  
microwavable boots / that calendar with all the vegetables on each month 
of the year / that automatic fork for digging over the garden.  Yes, I know 
we don't go skiing, you don't like microwaving your boots, you know all 
the vegetables after fifty years of shopping and it's me that does the  
gardening, but it's the thought that counts, isn't it?"  It makes you wonder 
what they thought when they bought these things, if that really is so. 

So what about wives?  "Here you are darling.  What is it?  It's a whistle 
key finder, so that the dog can blow it and call you to heel.  Here is some 
blood-bath shower gel (it is supposed to smell of blood too – quite  
realistic, eh?), and that one is a build-your-own engine kit, to be  
constructed in the garage.  It takes 34,500 hours to build, so that should  
keep you out of my kitchen on Christmas Day."  But then there is the  
ultimate gift:  "Here you are, love. ….Yes, I know, it's an axe." What are 
we to make of that? 

Now, it just so happens that the folks who go to buy Christmas trees 
when they are all sold out are the same  people who buy naff gifts.  And, 
as you might imagine, this is what happened in the house where James 
and Sarah lived.  James and Sarah were the children of, well, we better 
not say who in case there are red faces, but the children were not best 
pleased to find that on Christmas Eve they had no Christmas tree.  So 
they did what is well known the world over for getting your own way.  
James whined, Sarah whined and, of course, the dog whined, too. 

After breakfast this was all getting too much.  No one could sit down and 
watch the same old cartoon movies that they put on TV each Christmas 
Day for all the whining that was going on.  It's funny how you absolutely 
want to watch cartoons you really hate when you can't watch them, isn't it?  

So, they all decided to go out for a drive, taking the collection of strange presents with them.  I suspect the 
thought behind this might have been that the presents could get 'lost' somewhere along the way.  Actually, it 
was a sunny morning and, to top it all off, it had snowed over night.  So it was a really nice day – apart from 
the misery of the whining and all those dreadful presents.  So on they drove.  

It was then that Sarah spotted it.  Right in the middle of a field, all alone and covered in snow, was a small 
Christmas tree.  All about there were stumps, so it must have been a field of Christmas trees grown for, well, 
you've guessed it, Christmas.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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The car slid to a halt and the family looked.  It really was a Christmas tree.  It was a lovely Christmas tree. 

"Can't we have that one?" pleaded James.  

"It's not ours," said dad, with an air of finality and triumph.  

"But we could go and ask at that farmhouse," begged Sarah.  

Dad seemed deflated at the possibility that there might be a way around his triumph. 

"Well, if you want it, you are going to have to go and ask for it," said dad grumpily. 

"Give us some money and we will," said James and Sarah in unison.  

So off went the children, while mum, in her pink ski hat, and dad, still smelling quite awful from his  
blood-bath shower gel, fumed at one another. 

To their surprise, James and Sarah were soon 
back, and they were smiling. "The farmer said 
that  if you can get it out of the ground, you can 
take it," said Sarah. 

Then a sly grin came over dad's face. "OK, I will 
go and get it for you. If I can get it back here in 
less than five minutes, you do all the washing 
up today."  

"It's a deal," replied the children. 

Dad went to the boot of the car and rummaged 
around. Then there was a clanking sound and 
off he stomped.  

Suddenly mum went pale. "I know what he is 
going to do. I wont let him do it. I wont, I 
wont…"  And she flew round to the boot.  There 
was another clank and off she went, hot-foot 
after him. 

When the children caught up, mum and dad 
were about to do battle.  It was like a medieval 
joust.  Now they knew what the clanking had 
been.  Dad had got the axe and was about to 
chop down the baby tree.  Mum was standing in 

front of it brandishing her automatic fork and looked for all the world as though she would skewer dad with it 
if he took one more step. 

"You are not chopping down that lovely little tree," shouted mum. 

"Yes I am," bellowed dad. 

"But it is our tree," called the children, quite certain that going to the farmer had given them first rights on 
what should happen. 

"Look, its easier to chop it down" complained dad. " And if we dig it up, we have nothing to put the roots in." 
He said this with such conviction that it had to be the final word on the matter. 

But then Sarah ran off back to the car and came back with a fluffy pink bag.  "Oh, one of my microwavable 
slippers," exclaimed  mum.  "We can use it as a fluffy pot."  And she wielded her new automatic fork and 
prised up the little tree, roots, some soil and all.  

And so it was that the little tree got home, safe with its roots.  And they decorated it and were happy, except 
for dad, who insisted on putting his axe next to it threateningly.  But the little tree never did get the chop.  
The tree was planted out after Christmas and grew happily in the garden, ready to be brought indoors next 
year. 

And mum keep the other microwavable slipper for just that occasion. 
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Localism Act 

You will probably have read in local and possibly national press about Neighbourhood Plans (or Neighbour-
hood Development Plans).  These are a new tool for communities to set policies and influence local planning 
decisions and were created by provisions in the Localism Act earlier in 2012 

National Planning Policy Framework & Neighbourhood Plans 

The source document for the new planning framework is the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

The NPPF replaces all existing local planning law, policy and procedure and establishes a framework within 
which all local plans must be drafted and within which planning decisions should be taken.  This covers any 
Local Plan established by the local planning authority (in KEPC’s case SODC’s Core Strategy) and where 
applicable, any Neighbourhood Plan. 

The idea is very straightforward.  Any person seeking planning permission may review the applicable Local 
Plan and Neighbourhood Plan to ensure that the permission requested conforms to the policies and  
stipulations in those plans.  If there is no such plan, the rules of the NPPF apply.  If the plans are not  
compliant with the NPPF, then the NPPF prevails.  The NPPF has a presumption in favour of sustainable  
development and so provided that the permission sought does not limit or curtail local economic,  
environmental or social development, now or in the future, permission will be granted. 

Having a Neighbourhood Plan is optional rather than essential.  Once agreed, however, the strategic policies 
of a Neighbourhood Plan may go further/broader than the Local Plan in terms of planning matters affecting 
our community.  For example; it might stipulate where a development might go, or what the nature of such a 
development might be.  There might be stipulations regarding traffic/road safety/shops and schools and so 
on. 

There is a fixed process by which a Neighbourhood Plan is adopted.  Put simply, the local planning authority 
confirm agreement to the competence of the body purporting to write the Neighbourhood Plan and agree the 
geographic area to be covered.  The Parish Council (or other competent body) then undertakes the  
evidential research necessary to draw up the plan, which is then checked and assessed by both the local 
planning authority and an independent assessor for its evidential quality and conformity to the Local Plan 
and NPPF.  Finally the Parish (or other relevant community) votes in a referendum on whether to accept the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  If more than 50% approve, then the Neighbourhood Plan attains statutory status.  

Does Kidmore End need a Neighbourhood Plan? 

No. Not right now. 

SODC’s Core Strategy currently makes no housing allocation for the Parish of Kidmore End.  Our current  
understanding is that a Neighbourhood Plan is most useful in determining where an allocation of housing 
should go, with additional reference to what any housing might look like etc.  

A concern is that when and if Kidmore End needs a Neighbourhood Plan ( i.e. if SODC’s current policy 
changes, or they fail to comply with the NPPF or meet their housing quotas), there will a considerable time 
lag between identifying the need and adopting such a plan, meanwhile, it is not clear that any developer 
would be obliged to wait for the necessary research process to be completed. 

Can we rely on the status of SODC’s Core Strategy (Local Plan)? 

Yes.  SODC have carried out detailed and extensive research into the housing and planning needs across 
South Oxfordshire and as such it makes sense to rely upon their conclusion not to allocate housing to  
Kidmore End or other rural parishes.  However, the existence of the newly adopted Core Strategy does not 
prevent planning applications being made, or housing quotas being amended and so the situation is subject 
to change. 

Other considerations 

This is new law and procedure and as such. is relatively untested.  There is little local expertise.  We  
understand that parishes such as Sonning Common, who are receiving housing allocation under the Core 
Strategy, are progressing their Neighbourhood Plans in order to establish their own policies about where the 
allocation should go, what they look like and how local business and character may be sustained.  (A parish 

(Continued on page 9) 

A Basic Guide to Neighbourhood Planning 
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councillor from Kidmore End is attending the planning meetings for the Sonning Common neighbourhood 
plan,)  Once these parishes and the SODC have started adopting and following Neighbourhood Plans, and 
if the need arises, KEPC may be fortunate enough to benefit from the knowledge and experience gleaned 
along the way. 

Jane Williams   (Nov 2012) 

(Continued from page 8) 

Kidmore End Christmas Fair Raises over £4.5k 

Last Saturday, the Kidmore End 
Christmas Fair organised by  
Kidmore End Primary School, St 
John the Baptist Church (Kidmore 
End) and Christ the King Church 
(Sonning Common) raised over 
£4.5k.  This extremely popular 
event featured Santa’s grotto, 
tractor rides, craft workshops,  
assorted stalls, a silent auction 
and a raffle. 

A number of parents, residents 
and businesses donated large 
amounts of their time and  
enthusiasm to bringing festive 
cheer to the village.  Fair visitors 
enjoyed a number of delicious 
homemade treats such as; soup, 
mulled wine, cakes, fudge, and 
preserves. 

The event was opened in grand 
style by the school and church 
choirs with several festive songs. 

Judy Osborn (07834 602030) 

The new owners of the Nakhon 
Thai restaurant at Cane End fed 
hungry visitors with a selection of 
their tasty specialities which went 
down very well with both the 
adults and children .They also 
generously donated all of their 
takings on the day. 

Diane Dippenaar, Chair of the 
KESA Christmas Fair Committee 
said, “This was a fantastic event 
which wouldn’t have been  
possible without the support of the 
local community including all the 
local businesses that kindly took 
advertising space, offered  
sponsorship and donated  
incredible prizes for the silent  
auction and raffle. We are so 
grateful to them all.” 

Mrs Maul, Head Teacher at  
Kidmore End Primary School  
added; “The Christmas Fair is  

always a highlight of the year for 
both the school and church. This 
year was no exception. It’s lovely 
to see people from different age 
groups working together to create 
some Christmas fun!” 

Rev Canon Graham Foulis Brown 
said “The Christmas Fair is  
always an enjoyable event in the 
calendar and demonstrates the 
strong community spirit that exists 
in Kidmore End.   Saturday’s 
event had a wide variety of stalls 
and activities with volunteers from  
every generation. It proved to be 
a fantastic success.”  

The money raised for the school 
will be used to pay for the new 
pupils’ curriculum garden. The 
money raised for the church will 
go towards the maintenance of St 
John’s Church.  

Will Corbett (4 Yrs) 
With Santa 

 

Photo courtesy of  
Tara Taylor  
Photography 
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"I was born on January 13 1923 at Hook End, the eldest of four.  We lived in a tied cottage belonging to 
Hook End Farm, one of a pair of cottages which have now been made into one, on Park Lane just opposite 
the farm.  My father William was chauffeur to the owner, Mr Hignet.  Mr Hignet was in the tobacco business 
in London and spent his weekends at Hook End.  He seemed to have a real fondness for the local people 
and the area, he was a real gentleman.  He took care to find work for all the Hook End locals on his estate 
and he looked after them.  At Christmas every family was offered a turkey or a ham.  In those days it was 
quite a big farm and the land was worked by carthorses. They had a nice stable on the right hand side just 
past the farm.  It was a big day when the first tractor came, in the early 30s I think.  The farmland was sold 
off after the war and the farmhouse became Hook End Manor.  I believe the cow barn is now a music studio.  

School was at Checkendon, a walk away, but when I was 10 and moved up to Goring Heath School I had to 
cycle there each day.  My route took me down Deadman’s Lane and I remember a nice old man known as 
‘Old Dorralls’ who used to live in the woods there.  He spent his winters in the workhouse at Henley and 
each spring he came back and built a shelter in the woods.  I suppose he caught most of his food, but folk 
also gave him food and odds and ends of clothing.  

By the time I was 14 my mother was pretty hard up and I had to leave school to start work so I became an 
apprentice carpenter at Elliott’s in Caversham. 

Things started to change when the war started and my father was called up.  Mr Hignet promised to let our 
family stay in our cottage and offered to keep my father’s job open for him until after the war, even paying 
him an allowance.  It was an unsettling time though, the country was certain that Hitler was going to invade. 
Churchill formed the Home Guard to defend England and when volunteers were called for they were flooded 
with them.  I joined the Checkendon branch.  There must have been about 50 of us and we felt lucky  

because we had 2 special officers, Colonel Finch and  
Mr Naish.  The Home Guard was manned by those who 
were either too young or too old to fight on the frontline.  
Our main job was to look out for German paratroops  
landing and if the invasion did happen we were to ring the 
church bells.  There was a duty rota and each week we 
slept two nights at Checkendon Village Hall so we could 
be ready for parade at four in the morning.  It was thought 
that if we were invaded it would be early in the day, so we 
had to be ready and on duty before dawn.  We would look 
out from the hill just north of Checkendon from where you 
could see almost to Wallingford.  Every Sunday we had 
rifle practice at Mr Naish’s. 

In the early days the Home Guard had been very short of 
arms and we were glad when Churchill managed to get a 
boatload of guns from the USA for us.  There was one 
snag though, their rifles were 300mm whereas the British 
ones were 303mm, so our bullets didn’t fit!  They got 
round that eventually by manufacturing new bullets. 

We stored our rifles and ammunition in Checkendon  
Village Hall where they were looked after by one of the 
older members of the Home Guard.  He was very careful 
and supervised them closely, but I’m not sure that some of 
them quite knew what they were doing because on one 
occasion a gun went off accidentally and the cartridge  
ricocheted around the hall, fortunately missing us all! 

One time a plane came down in the woods.  We were 
worried that it was a German plane so we were given our rifles and we crawled through the woods in order to 
arrest them.  It turned out it was one of our planes, from Benson.  The plane had caught fire and  
unfortunately the crew had died.  

Memories… 
Here are some reminiscences from Les Bradley who grew up in Hook End in the 20s and 30s.He was a member of the Checkendon 
Home Guard during the war until he was called up to serve in the RAF.  After the war he settled in Tokers Green. 

Les on joining the RAF, aged 18 
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The Home Guard took their responsibilities seriously.  The village of Checkendon had to be protected.  So 
we devised a cunning plan to block the four roads into the village if the Germans came.  What we did was to 
cut down 4 trees and then mount them upright at the roadsides on hinged brackets that someone had made. 
If the Germans came they would be released and the trees would come crashing down across the roads!  
We also dug trenches alongside, so we could hide and ambush the Germans when they were stuck there.  
On reflection though it probably wouldn’t have worked because their tanks could have just gone around the 
obstruction!  Mock battles were sometimes arranged with neighbouring Home Guard groups.  I remember 
doing exercises where Stoke Row were the enemy.  These were a lot of fun but could be taken a bit too  
seriously.  ‘Dad’s Army’ is nearer to the truth than you might  imagine!" 

Jackie Russell 

Memories…  from Page 10 

Addendum. 

In the last newsletter there was a photo of Michael Skinner on Page 9.  We neglected to tell you who his 
friends were but thought you’d like to know that they were Suzanne Cove and Tony Harling.  Suzanne now 
lives in the USA and some of you may remember her from when she lived in this parish. 

School and church choirs 



 

 

The 2012 season drew to a close in mid September in a blaze of belated sunshine after one of the wetter 
cricket seasons in memory.  The three senior XIs had satisfactory records in the Morrant Thames Valley 
League. In Division 2B, the 1st XI finished 7th.  In Division 6B, the 2nd XI finished 4th and in Division 9A the 
3rd XI finished 6th.  

The highlight of the junior cricket season was the achievement 
of the U15s in reaching the Berkshire county final against  
Finchampstead on 2nd September.  Unfortunately, Kidmore 
End lost by 26 runs.  Finchampstead had the remarkable rec-
ord of winning all four finals at U11, U13, U15 and U17 levels.  

Fortunately, lovely weather occurred on Sunday, 26 August 
when the President’s XI played the Chairman’s XI and  
approximately 300 adults and children enjoyed a festive occasion with pony rides, bouncy castle, face  
painting, hog roast and numerous other entertainments.  Plans are now in hand for celebrations to mark the 
cricket club’s sesquicentenary in 2013. 

Kidmore End Cricket Club 

Keith Atkinson  (972 2844) 

 W D T L A/C 

1st XI 4 6 0 6 2 

2nd XI 6 2 1 7 2 

3rd XI  3 1 0 3 11 

Kidmore End Cricket Club Annual General Meeting  

The Annual General Meeting of 
Kidmore End CC for 2012 was 
held on Monday, 26 November.  
Richard Bathgate, a former Life 
Member, Arthur Bule, and Les 
Whitty, a former Vice-President 
have all died during the year and 
they were remembered for their 
contributions to the club. 

Kidmore End Cricket Club was 
founded in 1863 so 2013 will 
mark the club’s sesquicentenary.  
Berkshire CCC has not played at 
Gallowstree Common since 1996.  
Members were delighted to learn 
that the county side will return on 
26 May 2013 to play  
Buckinghamshire CCC in a Minor 
County Trophy match. 

In addition to other representative 
matches which will be played 
next summer, the 150th  
anniversary will be celebrated 
with a dinner and ball, held at 
Shehnai, London Street, Reading 
on 28 September 2013.  It is 
planned to publish a revised  
history of the club, first compiled 
by W. E. Townsend in 1963, with 
new editions in 1988 and 2003.  

The accounts and financial report 
are major items at any annual 
general meeting.  Important  
factors included the final  

payments to Kidmore End Parish 
Council towards the cost of the 
pavilion.  In total, the cricket club 
had contributed £65 000 either  
directly or in the provision of  
furnishings for the pavilion.  This 
sum compared with an original 
target of £50 000.  A lump sum of 
£10 000 had been repaid to the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board, so reducing the loan  
period from ten years to six years 
with quarterly repayments of 
£625.  During the year, new nets 
and a tractor were purchased at a 
total cost of almost £8000.  

A very wet summer meant that 
junior cricket suffered to a  
considerable extent.   
Nevertheless, there were  
encouraging signs in increased 
membership.  Kidmore End under 
15s reached the Berkshire  
County Cup Final but lost to  
Finchampstead CC.  

Annual elections saw former club 
secretary, Graham Butler, elected 
a vice-president.   
Fred Curzon (President),  
John Sheldon (Chairman),  
Mark New (vice-Chairman),  
Alan Pigden (Treasurer) and  
David New (Secretary) continue 
in office.   

Jeff Sheldon (1st XI captain) and 
Christopher Pigden (2nd XI cap-
tain) were re-elected with  
Alex Crawford elected 1st XI  
vice-captain.  Mark Beddow will 
lead the 3rd XI which plays home 
games at Highmoor CC.  Ben 
Berryman will skipper the Sunday 
1st XI and Edward Waldron will 
captain the academy XI which will 
participate in the local T20 
league.  Alastair Johnson and 
Rupert Loader will share  
responsibility for junior cricket.  A 
new position of club captain was 
approved by the annual general 
meeting and James Frost will  
undertake this role in which he 
will try to integrate the many  
playing aspects of a successful 
club. 

As ever, much work will have to 
be done to ensure that the club is 
in good financial and playing 
heart for the start of the 2013 
season.  Matches begin with a 
friendly at Datchet on 13 April 
while Thames Valley League 
matches begin on Saturday 11 
May.  Kidmore End CC is always 
ready to welcome new members 
of any age and playing standard 
to enjoy the pleasures of its  
delightful ground at Gallowstree 
Common.  
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Images from the parish and beyond 

Kidmore Lane by the pond at Kidmore End 

The Thames at Sonning - footbridge from the French Horn on B478 
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Horsepond Road Traffic Survey 

As part of the concern of the  
Parish Council concerning the  
affordable housing project was 
about the traffic speeds along 
Horsepond Road, a traffic survey 
was carried out.  You can find it 
on the SODC web site. (See Link 
below) 

It is quite long (115 pages) and so 
I am summarising it below. 

Essentially, the survey showed 
that the average (mean) speed 
was about 35 mph at that location 
(which in reality shows that almost 
all cars  drove above the posted 
speed limit).  The planners  
therefore considered the curved 
entranceway (splay) in the light of 
the actual common speed  
according to national rules.  In 
fact, the speed they chose was  
41mph (85%percentile column).  
By applying those rules, the splay 
on the plans is sufficient and by 
implication no special measures 

are needed to cope with visibility 
at the site. 

Now you may think that traffic 
calming measures are needed in 
general, but this was not what the  
traffic survey was about.  SOHA 
simply asked the survey to be 
about whether their plans  
provided sufficient safe visibility 
for those trying to get out of the 
site.  This is what they were asked 
to do by the Highway Authority. 
SOHA's job is to worry about their 
site, not to get involved in wider  
issues. The survey shows that 
their plans are adequate to meet 
the needs of the people trying to 
get out of the site, taking into  
account the common speeds of 
vehicles on that road.  

When you look at the figures in 
general, as summarised below, 
you can see that the affordable 
housing project would add  
negligibly to the total traffic on the 

road.  The seven day average 
shows that more or less 2400  
vehicles used the road each day. 
About 10% of vehicles do over 
40mph (which automatically 
means that 90% do less than 40) 
and about 20% pass the survey 
point at 30mph or less, meaning, 
of course, that 80% drive over 
30mph.  Taking those figures  
together, it suggests that the most 
common speed for vehicles is be-
tween 30 and 40mph, something 
probably not untypical of the  
nation as a whole for country 
roads with posted speeds.  The 
time of highest speeds was  
between 6 - 7am and 10 - 11pm.  
Speeds going out of the village 
(southwest bound) were slightly 
higher than northeast bound (into 
the village), so it suggests that 
people do take the urban area into 
account when they 
drive.  

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/dynamic_serve.jsp?ID=101683899&CODE=9CAE4F1DFC3C32A27134200A58A52168 

The Editor 
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2012 

 Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cel Fahr Cel Fahr mm in 

September 9.0 48 18.8 66 46 1.7 

October 6.6 44 13.6 56 152 6.0 

November 3.0 37 10.2 50 99 4.0 

Rainfall - 3 months to end of November 2012 297 11.7 

   

Total rainfall previous 12 months Dec 2011 to Nov 2012 856.8 33.7 

This now brought the 12 month average to 25% above normal, which is 685mm (27 in). 

This period was one of great contrasts, with the first three weeks of September being virtually dry.  The last 
week, together with the whole of October producing almost continual rainfall, the highlight of which was one 
day's downpour of 31.5mm (1.25") contributing to the month's total of 152 mm ( 6"). 

November was looking like becoming a close second, but nine random days without rain produced a total of 
99mm (4").  This continuous saturation, not one specific event, has caused the flooding in this area.  

Derek Brown (972 3895) 

The wide ranges of temperature continued again, during this Autumn month period. These extremes ranged 
from 25C (77F) in September, to below freezing, at the end of November. 

Autumn floods 

As the contrast between the drought an the start of the year and the saturated conditions end of the year 
continues, the water level at the junction between Kidmore Lane and Wood lane became more flooded than 
for many years.  There is a short video of it on the web site. 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 3 months to November 2012 

 Lowest Highest 

September  4.5C  40F (19
th
)  25.2C  77F (9

th
) 

October  1.0C  34F (14
th
)  18.0C  64F (2

nd
) 

November  -2.2C  28F (30
th
)  14.5C  85F (13

th
) 

Scan here for the full colour version newsletter on www.kepc.info 



 

 

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion 
 

The pavilion is available to rent at a very competitive £10 an hour. 
If you are interested in renting it and would like to take a look 

around the pavilion, please let us know.   

The facilities are very versatile and the building is very warm. 
Contact Roger Penfold, if you would like further information,  

email – clerk@kepc.info or check the KEPC website 
 

Roger Penfold, 947 3130 
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It has been a difficult year for gardeners, starting off too dry, and ending up too wet.  
Gardeners are never content! 

Now for a round up of news that many of you may be worried about. 

Ash dieback (caused by Chalara fraxinea and Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus). 

Chalara dieback is a disease spread by fungal spores which affects the leaves and 
crowns of ash (Fraxinus spp.) trees, causing death.  It is now in the UK, and although 
government agencies are trying to introduce methods to stop its spread, it really is a case of shutting the 
stable door after the horse has bolted.  The media have blamed gardeners for the disease appearing in  
Europe (in Poland in 1992) and gone on to blame amateurs for allowing the disease to spread by planting up 
acres of new woodland in the UK.  European regulations have been blamed for allowing ash tree seedlings 
unregulated passage to the UK.  Such movement of ash tree seedlings has now been stopped, but the  
disease is present in several locations in the UK and it will be hard to quarantine such areas because the 
fungal spores are spread by the wind.  A good website to check the symptoms and learn more is at 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-8W9EUV .  At this stage, the Forestry Commission would like to be 
notified of any cases of Chalara dieback that are spotted by the general public.  While there is much gloom 
and doom around, there is some good news.  Danish research has indicated that some ash trees are  
showing resistance to the disease.  This gives us hope that resistant trees will be produced in the future to 
replace those that succumb to the disease. 

Avian Pox 

This is particularly virulent on Dunnocks and Great Tits.  Infected birds appear with large, warty growths on 
their bodies, particularly on their heads.  The disease is spread by biting insects, bird to bird contact and by 
indirect contact.  Following sensible hygiene precautions (cleaning your bird table and feeders regularly), 
and rotating where you feed the birds, will help to help to reduce infection.  

Trichomonosis 

This is a deadly disease spread by pigeons which affects Chaffinches, Green Finches, Great Tits and  
Dunnocks.  Infected birds look ill, have trouble swallowing and quickly die. It is spread in contaminated food 
and water, so following sensible hygiene precautions will stop the spread of the disease.  

Lawn care I hope that next year will be the year when my lawn looks fantastic. 

Weeding Just do what you can.  An hour spent weeding now will save you 4 hours in the spring.  

Colour  Dead-head your winter baskets and pots to keep the colour coming, plant the bulbs that you 
have not got around to yet, and get the seed catalogues out. 

Veggie patch Remove the roof net covering your fruit cage now to prevent snow from causing irreparable 
damage.  Get raised beds ready for the winter, and try to keep the pigeons away from your veggies.  

Happy gardening  

Gardening 

Caroline Aldridge  972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 101 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 

Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 email orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
 www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Sue Biggs  

Parish Council Vice-Chairman Richard McQuillan  

Clerk to the Council  Roger Penfold 947 3130 
 email  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 940 2299 

District Councillor 

Rob Simister 01491 575352 
email rob_simister@msn.com 

County Councillor 

Carol Viney 01491 680887 

Citizens Advice Bureau -  08444 111 444  

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment) 

Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 11 am (Fridays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 11 am (Thursdays) 

CAB (Henley) website www.caox.org.uk/henley 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 972 2247 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 

Bookings: Roger Penfold 947 3130 

 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 

Winter 2012 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you have 
any news items for the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles can be sent to any 
member of the editorial board. 

The closing date for the next edition 

is Friday 30 March 2013. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Autumn Diary 

21 Dec Service of Carols  ...................... 4 

24 Dec Christingle Service  ................ 4 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 19 Dec 2012 

 23 Jan 2013 

 20 Feb 2013 

 21 Mar 2013 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  

including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com) 

Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com) 972 3895 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 972 1001 

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net) 972 2214 

Parish Council website   www.kepc.info 
 email: webmaster@kepc.info 


