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You will receive your copy of the newsletter as Spring is literally bursting out all over. 
The blossoms are a feast for the eyes and the longed for colours of bulbs and other early 
flowering plants are a welcome distraction. It goes without saying that the flower ladies 
have continued to treat us with beautiful bouquets at the entrance to St John’s Church and 
the community Knit and Natter group excelled with a wonderful display of sunflowers at 
the Well in Kidmore End. As you can see in the picture the attention to detail is such that 
many passers by had to take a second look as at first glance they appear real. The 
sunflower is the national flower of Ukraine and the incentive for the display was a mark 
of respect for the suffering going on in that country. Kidmore End and Tokers Green are 
both once again running village sunflower competitions this year and we look forward to 
a plethora of beautiful blooms later in the summer. In Kidmore End seeds can be 
collected from the telephone box and see the Tokers Green news later in the newsletter 
for further information.  

At the end of the newsletter you will 
find a questionnaire asking for 
feedback on the Kidmore End Parish 

Council website (http://www.kepc.info). There are plans to make this 
a useful communications hub for all the villages in the parish, so 
please do take a few minutes to complete it …. And if at all possible 
please complete it by following the online link and only use the paper 
version if you have no internet access.  

Finally, an important date for your diary – The Annual Parish 
Meeting will be held at the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion in Gallowstree 
Common on Wednesday 20 April at 7.30pm. This meeting is open to 
all residents in the parish and is an opportunity to bring issues, ideas 
or comments to the attention of your parish council.  
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Chair Report 
Spring has arrived in the parish of Kidmore End, with sunshine, spring flowers and blossom. It 
seems to me that 2022 is going to be another difficult year. World events have taken a turn for the 
worst, and local events seem to be no better with the unwelcome news that Reading Borough 
Council has permitted the planning application to build 233 houses and flats on Reading Golf 
Course. At the planning meeting in Reading on 2 March, the developers, Fairfax, intimated that 
they will be seeking planning permission to build on the land on the Oxfordshire side of the border, 
in Kidmore End Parish in the future. Something for us to keep in mind. 

Kidmore End Parish has been battered by storms this winter, the most noticeable being on 18 February. We used 
WhatsApp and social media to help one another during the storm. 
Dora was so grateful that volunteers took down the gazebo at the 
New Inn before it flew away! Many trees toppled, blocking roads, 
and changing the landscape. Residents in Gallowstree Common 
had a lucky escape when a tree fell towards their bungalow, 
damaging the telephone line and knocking off a couple of roof 
tiles. However, the community rallied around, clearing the debris, 
reporting problems, and helping one another. This help and 
community spirit was exemplified when Joss Lynch galvanised the 
community to help Ukraine. The Parish Room in Kidmore End 
was busy on 2 March, with Conversation Cafe hosting the 
collection of blankets, bedding, camping equipment, food, 
medicines and toiletries. Volunteers sorted, packed, and delivered 
boxes to Wantage and Didcot in time for them to be sent to Poland 
and Ukraine. 

In February, I was delighted to welcome a new parish councillor, Sarah Bew, from Cane End to the council. There is only 
one vacancy left on the parish council, so please come forward if you would like to volunteer your time to support your 
community. Please email me or the Clerk on clerk@kepc.info for more details. 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2 -5 June 
We are planning a ‘Big Lunch’ on 5 June, 12 noon to 3 pm, at Gallowstree Common Recreation Ground. Please bring 
your own blanket and picnic. Afterwards you are all invited to St John's Church for tea and cake before their church 
service at 6 pm. I know for sure that other communities in the parish are arranging their own celebrations. Jez in 
Gallowstree Common is arranging a ‘Jubilant Celebration’ on Friday 3 June to coincide with the ‘Friday night at the 
Cricket Club’ sessions, which were much enjoyed during 2021. 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

We have responded to the second note of clarification issued by the Examiner in response to the draft Kidmore End NDP. 
The 3-week consultation on the revised Appendix D7 finished in March. 

Planning matters 
There is a consultation on extending the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with the closing date on 9 April. 
Your parish council has been working with neighbouring parish councils, your District councillor, Peter Dragonetti, and 
our MP John Howell. 

Regarding the devastating news about Reading Golf Club, Clarence Mitchell has asked the Secretary of State, Michael 
Gove, to call-in the planning application to build on the golf course. 

Play areas 
The basket swing in Kidmore End will be fixed soon. At Gallowstree Common Recreation Ground, a group of volunteers 
is planning to rebuild the play train. There is excited talk about getting a work group together to paint the play house and 
shelter. I would like to thank users who report problems to the Clerk on clerk@kepc.info. 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion and Playing Fields 
In March, a tree survey was carried out on the area known as ‘The Slip’. There are many ideas about how this area can be 
used to promote conservation, education, and well-being. 

Kidmore End Pond 
Thank you to the volunteers who helped to coppice the willow in February. In March, the invasive vegetation (brambles 
and sedge) at the pond edge was removed and new grass seed sowed. Rotten posts were replaced. We can now be proud 
of the area, and passers-by can walk on the pavement without being scratched by thorns. 

mailto:clerk@kepc.info
mailto:clerk@kepc.info
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Other news 
I am sure that the community in Tokers Green are delighted with their new 20 mph zone, which was eventually activated 
in March. 

Car parking charges for SODC-owned car parks went up on 4 April, and charges now apply between 8 am and 6 pm. For 
those of you visiting Oxford by car, Britain’s first zero emission zone (ZEZ) went live on 28 February. This applies to all 
cars accessing central areas between 7 am and 7 pm. Only electric cars are exempt. This ZEZ will be extended in the 
future. 

The Flower Ladies continue to lift our spirits with their floral decorations on the well and in front of St John’s The Baptist 
Church. I am sure that I speak on behalf of the whole community by extending our thanks and gratitude. 

Caroline Aldridge  chairman@kepc.info  

From the District Councillor 
South Oxfordshire District Council collects council tax from us all, but it actually keeps only a 
small proportion of it, as it also acts on behalf of the Police, County Council and parish councils 
in collecting council tax.  For a band D property, the standard bench mark, out of a total tax bill 
of £2,089, the South Oxfordshire District Council part will be £136. This compares with £241 for 
the Police and £1,651 for the County Council, and £60 for Kidmore End Parish Council.  

All these bodies have increased their element of the council tax, although the District Council’s increase is the 
smallest at £5 for a band D Dwelling.  SODC council tax remains the 8th lowest in the country for a similar 
rural district.  Through more careful stewardship and planning, the savings made in the last year and projected 
forward have improved the financial position. As a result, £500,000 is available to improve our environment 
through hedge and tree planting, promoting green skills and businesses and cleaning up our built environment.  
One of the obligations on SODC is to provide Bed and Breakfast accommodation; we discovered that the 
council had received capital funding some years ago, ring fenced to this issue, which had not been used, and 
this is now going to be used to acquire some property that can be used to address this obligation, potentially 
saving £65,000 a year. 
We continue to see the benefits of the cancellation of the contract that outsourced many of the core activities of 
the Council. I am on the audit and scrutiny committee, and it was apparent that having Capita employees rather 
than our own staff “doing the books” resulted in additional costs. This was particularly evident when it came to 
preparing the annual accounts, as poor bookkeeping held up the audit by Ernst & Young, which resulted in 
additional costs to the Council. With the accounts now done in house, the senior finance team are better able to 
analyse and plan, and so draw a clearer picture of the Councils finances.  
One of the key documents that the Finance Department has to prepare is the Medium-Term Financial Plan, 
looking ahead five years. This has often presented a rather alarming picture, showing a deteriorating financial 
position. The first such plan I saw, in May 2019, predicted that the General Fund Balance, i.e., the Councils 
reserves, would have fallen from £26 million to £5 million by 2022/23. As it has turned out, the latest plan 
shows that the expected £5 million actually came in much better at £25million for 2022/23 and looking ahead 
the next 5 years the balance is £18 million.  By scrapping the outsourcing contract with Capita, not only does 
the Council now have a better control over the accounting and book keeping processes, it has also made 
significant savings. 
It undoubtedly helps that at least three of the members of the Cabinet of the Council are qualified Accountants 
and are therefore able to provide a professional approach to the Councils finances. As far as I can ascertain, 
there were no qualified accountants in the SODC cabinet in the previous administration.  
Parking charges are increasing at the council owned and run carparks. The objective is that the carparks 
breakeven, however over the last two years income dropped to just over £700,000 a year, while costs were just 
under £1million. The intention is that the car parks should self-finance and not require subsidy from Council 
tax. 
There is normally one free hour for all motorists, and car parking in South Oxfordshire is relatively cheap 
compared to Reading or Oxford.   

mailto:chairman@kepc.info
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The Council is also installing electric vehicle charging points at carparks in Henley and Wallingford, and these 
will be available for overnight booking for residents. 
Councillor Peter Dragonetti 

District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham  

The Parish Church 
At the time of writing this piece, spring has arrived, or so we ’re told! and we ’re into Lent, preparing for Easter. First of 
all, however, we should have a short review of what has happened, or not as the case may be, since the last newsletter. 

Despite the Covid constraints, the Christmas Fair, early in December, was a most successful event. Presented by the 
Kidmore End School Association, in conjunction with our churches, the Fair attracted a good attendance, offering 
something for everyone. Our respective Treasurers must have been very pleased with the financial return, and we are 
grateful to everyone who contributed to its success.  

The weather behaved on the Sunday before Christmas and the midday Carol Singing event, in St John’s churchyard, was 
much enjoyed by the 40-50 folk who had been attracted by this innovation – to become an annual event perhaps. The 
refreshments were much appreciated, too! 

The well-attended Carol Service, in St John’s, was quite splendid. “A feast 
indeed!” was how Jocelyn Lynch concluded her excellent review in the 
February issue of our magazine, The Lamb and Flag. For anyone who missed 
the service and/or the review, they are both still available. The February 
magazine can be found on our website, using the Back Copies link, while the 
service can be viewed on YouTube, using the following link 
https://youtu.be/w3q0FuyyW24. Interestingly, the 2020 Carol Service is also 
still available on You Tube! 

Thankfully, our churches were open for Christmas, and the good attendances for Midnight Mass and on Christmas Day 
reflected the joy of our members at being able to worship together. Zoom cannot quite match St John’s in its Christmas 
splendour. Thanks, as ever, to Moira and her Flower Ladies. 

Moving into 2022, the first victim of Covid was the Ecumenical Service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian unity. 
To compensate for this, however, it is hoped to arrange a service later in the year. Sadly, too, it was not possible, this 
year, to hold the Henley Choirs Festival. 

That brings us into March and Lent, and we have two study groups (on Zoom) following a Lent Course. This month, too, 
we joined in with a World Day of Prayer service, at All Saints’ Peppard, which the Rector described as having been 
“moving, thoughtful and thought-provoking”. 

So, we seem to be returning to a degree of normality, and, with the current relaxation of Covid regulations, a regular 
pattern of worship has evolved, in which, for St John’s, there is – 

[1] A Sunday morning Eucharist, at 11am, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. 

[2] A Sunday evening service, at 6pm, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month. 

At Christ the King, our daughter church, in Sonning Common, there is – 

[1] A Sunday morning Eucharist, at 9.30am, on the 2nd and 4th Sundays in the month. 

[2] A Sunday afternoon service, at 4pm, on the 1st and 3rd Sundays, in the month. 

On the 5th Sunday of the month, when there is one, we have a Benefice Eucharist, at one of our three churches (including 
All Saints’, Peppard) – each in turn. 

Inevitably, there have to be occasional exceptions to this pattern, e.g. at Easter, and 
confirmation of the arrangements, for any forthcoming Sunday, can be found on our 
website (see the Services next Sunday link). 

Looking ahead, to April, May and June, the following diary dates are of special 
significance: 

10 April: Palm Sunday - 11am Sung Eucharist in St John’s 

14 April: Maundy Thursday - At our 7.30pm service in St John’s, the augmented choir 
from the Benefice will sing Hreiðar Ingi's beautiful setting of Ubi caritas. 

https://youtu.be/w3q0FuyyW24
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15 April: Good Friday - At 2pm in St John ’s, there is a special service of prayer and reflection. (Details of music can be 
found on our website). 

Earlier, on Good Friday at 10am, there will be a procession of witness starting at Christ the King car park,  

17 April: Easter Day - the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian Church. Sung Eucharist, at 11am in St John’s. 
Everybody welcome. 

24 April (Sunday): At 2.30pm, there will be a “St George ’s Day Parade” service in St John’s. Organised by the local 
Scout Group, the service is open to everyone. 

8 May: 9.30am Parish Eucharist, followed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 

22 May: At 11am, the Sung Eucharist, at St John’s will be led by our Associate Priest, the Revd Sheila Walker. This will 
be Sheila’s last service at St John’s as she is retiring at the end of May after five years with us. She and her husband will 
be much missed. 

26 May (Thursday): Ascension Day - At 7.30pm, there will be a Benefice Eucharist, at All Saints’, Peppard. 

5 June 5: As well as Pentecost, this is the final day of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, and there will be a 
special service, at 6pm, in St John’s, jointly arranged between the church and Kidmore End School. The service will be 
preceded by teas in the churchyard.  

We will endeavour to keep our website up to date with information about forthcoming events, so it is suggested that 
readers who are interested should check regularly to see whether/how various events/occasions are being 
marked/celebrated. www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/    
Neil Scott (On behalf of Parochial Church Council) 

From the Rector 
I would like to give a special word of thanks and appreciation to Sheila Walker, who has served as 
Associate Priest in the Benefice since 2017. Sheila is retiring and moving back to the west country. In 
her five years here, she has made a huge impact on the life of St John’s and the other two churches in 
the Benefice. She will be much missed, and we wish her and her husband Tim every blessing for the 
next stage of their journey. Sheila will take her last service at St John’s on Sunday 22 May at 11.00am. 
The following Sunday, 29 May, there will be a special farewell service for Sheila at 
Christ the King, Sonning Common at 10.30am, followed by lunch at Peppard War 
Memorial Hall. Check our church website for more details. Visit 
http://eepurl.com/hH8EaH or scan the QR code to sign up to our weekly benefice e-

bulletin 

The Rev'd James Stickings 
Rector of Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End & Sonning Common 

The Ecclesiastical Parish of Kidmore End & Sonning Common PCC 
Secretary 
There is a vacancy for a Secretary to the Parochial Church Council arising from a retirement, effective in May. Working 
alongside the Rector and two churchwardens, the PCC Secretary is at the heart of Parish affairs. There are seven full 
meetings of the PCC per year (including the Annual meeting), plus occasional Standing Committee meetings. The PCC 
Secretary publishes the agenda for these meetings and takes the Minutes. The Secretary also handles correspondence. 

Primarily working from home, and self-employed, we are looking for someone who can give time to this task on an 
ongoing and voluntary basis (although reasonable expenses will be covered). The PCC Secretary is a Trustee of the 
Parish. A successful applicant will have a good grasp of MS Office, be a proficient administrator, and be able to work to 
deadlines in an orderly way. They will want to give their time and talents, always using discretion and upholding 
confidentiality. Above all, a cheerful and optimistic, people-orientated disposition is clearly important.  

Sympathetic to the life of a rural Christian community, this is an immersive and fulfilling role that involves playing a key 
part in the management team of our churches here in Kidmore End and Sonning Common. A full handover and any 
training will be given. 

Please contact the Rector, James Stickings, for more information and to record your interest. 

Nick Room, Churchwarden 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/
http://eepurl.com/hH8EaH
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St Michaels Church 
Over recent weeks there has been a noticeable increase in attendance at St Michael’s. Other churches have noticed the 
same. It seems the events in Ukraine have touched a number of people while others are now more confident in mixing 
indoors. For those returning for the first time in two years it can be an emotional experience. 

It is hoped that our Holy Week liturgies (7pm Maundy Thursday, 3pm Good Friday, 8.00pm Easter Vigil, 9.00 & 
10.30am Easter Sunday) will take place normally this year. All are welcome. Please check our website nearer the time. 

The first Catholic church in Sonning Common was erected in 1947 meaning 2022 is the 75th anniversary of that event. 
We intend to hold a parish open day on Saturday 9 July, so put the date in your diary. It will be an opportunity to have a 
tour of the church, enjoy some refreshments and meet some of the parishioners. 

Continuing a brief history from the last issue: 

It is 1946 and a piece of land on the Peppard Road had been purchased by the parish of Our Lady and St Anne in 
Caversham. Fr Bill Ford, the curate, took on the responsibility of establishing a church in Sonning Common. Although 
the war was over there were still building restrictions, but a number of buildings were no longer required. The site was 
cleared and in 1947 a building to serve as the first church was identified. It was a Rest Centre (a temporary refuge for 
those whose homes had been bombed) located near the Grenadier on the Basingstoke Road in Reading. This was 
purchased, dismantled, transported to Sonning Common and reassembled. During this time Fr Bill continued to celebrate 
Mass at various locations including the Polish refugee camp, Borough Court Hospital and Peppard Sanatorium. A regular 
congregation of 20-30 people was established at the latter. It was on the first Sunday of Advent 1947 that the parish priest, 
Fr Michael Williams, celebrated the first Mass in the temporary building and put it under the protection of St Michael the 
Archangel. 

More of the story will follow next time but if you want to know what is going on today check the weekly newsletter on 
our website: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  

Kidmore End CE School 
Children’s Mental Health Week -7-11 February 2022 

As we begin to recover from the Covid pandemic, it is essential 
that schools understand that we have an extremely important role 
to play in tackling the ‘Children’s Well-being and Mental Health 
Pandemic’ that is evident across many schools. Schools have 
been incredibly resilient, flexible and resourceful during Covid 
and it is clear that the momentum focusing on children’s well-
being needs to continue. Schools have a huge responsibility to 
ensure that their curriculum, values and vision focus on the 
children’s well-being.  

As the new headteacher at Kidmore End CE Primary, Oxfordshire, and with the support of all stakeholders, we are 
beginning to tackle this issue head on. The school aims to provide therapeutic new practices and opportunities ensuring 
that we provide a safe place for our children to be nurtured.   

The school has introduced ‘Well-being Weeks’ linked to our PSHE scheme of work from Coram Scarf. Held every term, 
we aim to provide activities and memorable moments that help promote well-being and develop skills that the children 
can use to support their own well-being going forward. 

During these weeks, the children participate in a range of 
activities: from dog grooming with our school therapy dog to 
den building, stillness and mindfulness activities, yoga, 
meditation, art and nature walks. Children are also 
encouraged to try a new activity at home and to have a break 
from their homework. 

Our school focus for the last Well-being Week in the Spring 
Term was to develop a school mural where all children’s 
work contributed to creating a wonderful collective piece of 
art. This large mural was themed: “A Rainbow of Strength”. 
The mural, which is now on display in our main corridor, is a 
symbol of strength and a reminder to all our children to stay positive and to focus on their own well-being. 

http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk/
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World Book Day comes to Kidmore End 

A fabulous week of reading and excitement took place during our reading week to 
celebrate World Book Day. It started with Year 6 and KESA giving up their time to 
sort out all the books kindly donated by parents and children for our second-hand 
book sale. The school raised £340.00 which will go towards purchasing books for our 
new curriculum topics. 

As headteacher, I was extremely impressed with the effort all the children and their 
parents went to. It was fantastic to see everyone getting into character and celebrating 
World Book Day. Lots of wonderful costumes! 

 
 

Ukraine - Appeal 

On Friday 11th March, the school came together to raise money for Ukraine. The children were able to come dressed in 
non-uniform. We would like to thank the Year 4 children for running a cake and loom bands stall to raise money for the 
Ukraine UNICEF and DEC appeal. The children raised over £400 for the appeal. 

 
Andrew Griffin, Headteacher 

Tokers Green News 
Carol Singing – the carol singing arranged by Michael and Amanda Cooper and Andrew and Fiona Harland last 
December raised £455 for the Air Ambulance. Thanks to them for organising, to all the singers and to the donors too. 
This is a truly fantastic amount to raise. 

Pond – The daffodils and snowdrops that we planted last autumn have bloomed and look fabulous all around the pond. 
Below are a couple of photos which also shows the recently installed bench. We plan to plant another batch of daffodils 
later this year. We also installed a bollard at the southern apex of the green to try and dissuade drivers from mashing up 
the edges and eroding them – thanks to Michael Jan-Janin for organising that.  

 
20mph speed limit - new signs have been installed through Tokers Green, Dysons Wood and along Rokeby Drive. 
Thanks to Mike Foxton, and the Parish Council for organising this.  

Donations of stamps and printer cartridges – many thanks to everyone who have already donated their used stamps to 
Teresa Heffer – she continues to accept donations either at home (Kewstoke in Rokeby Drive) or at the KE school. The 
stamps are donated to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. Also, the school are collecting used printer cartridges and their 
recycling provides some funding directly for the school. So please donate your used cartridges. 
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The Green Gym – regularly return to the Rokeby Recreation ground to clear more of the brambles and to extend the 
hedge between the park and the golf course. Their effort is fantastic and the difference they make is wonderful. If you 
would like to help them details of the future dates can be found on their website https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk  

Community Orchard - the trees that were planted last autumn have all survived the winter. The first pruning of the trees 
was done in February to ensure good shape and strong growth. We plan another round of planting in mid to late 
September and if you would like to be involved, to donate a tree and to plant it please contact tokersgreen@hotmail.com. 
We will be installing a bench in the centre of the orchard which, as the trees grow, will provide a lovely quiet space.  Lots 
more information here  https://www.mapledurhampc.co.uk/community-orchard  

Staying in touch - The village WhatsApp group is proving very popular.  Get the latest news on what’s happening in 
Tokers Green, Chazey Heath and Dysons Wood. Anyone wishing to join please contact Mike Foxton on 07540 955992 or 
michaelfoxton@hotmail.com  

Quiz Team – the quiz team is back and competing against local villages. Quizzes normally take place on a mid-week 
evening at a local church or village hall. Our number of players have increased so no-one is committed to play every time, 
but if you are interested in joining, please contact andrewheffer59@gmail.com  

Walking football – several of us play walking football regularly with Rotherfield Peppard. It’s great exercise, with a 
fantastic set of men playing competitively, with sessions twice a week either at High Down or Bishopswood.  

Sunflower competition – we will have another Sunflower competition this year in the village. So, get ready to plant your 
best seeds. Prizes for tallest, biggest, brightest will be awarded around the August Bank Holiday weekend. Please let 
maria_hatton@yahoo.com know if you want to join in this year.  

Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk 

2023 Kidmore End Calendar Competition Reminder 
Calling all photographers! We encourage everyone to get out and take photos of the nature and wildlife around our 
villages and enter the 2023 Village Calendar competition being organised by Jane Maclean. Winning photos will be 
included in the calendar, which will be sold in aid of Village projects. The rules are: 

• Entrants must live in Kidmore End village 
• A maximum of 5 entries per participant is allowed. 
• At least 3 of the entries must be landscape orientation. 
• All photographs must be of the village and surrounding countryside. 
• There should be no identifiable humans in the photograph. 
• Give each photograph a title and state the date it was taken, which must be 

from 31st October 2021. 
• Email your photographs to Jane Maclean at: clanmaclean@me.com  
• Submit your photographs by 31 August 2022, stating your address. 

Local Weather Report: Winter 2021/22 
 

 Average 
Maximum 

Temperature 

Average 
Minimum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm in 

December 9.3 49 4.5 40 69 2.7 

January 7.6 46 1.1 34 21 0.8 

February 10.0 50 3.5 38 65 2.5 

Rainfall - 3 months to end February 2022 155 6.0 
 

https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk/
mailto:tokersgreen@hotmail.com
https://www.mapledurhampc.co.uk/community-orchard
mailto:michaelfoxton@hotmail.com
mailto:andrewheffer59@gmail.com
mailto:maria_hatton@yahoo.com
mailto:ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:clanmaclean@me.com
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This winter has been milder than average. Average temperatures in December were higher than normal, especially 
overnight minimum temperatures.  New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day were unusually mild, setting records across the 
UK, our maximum temperatures for both December and January were recorded on those days. 

December and February saw less frosts than normal, but night-time temperatures in January were colder than normal. 
There was a total of 22 nights when the minimum temperature fell below zero, 14 of those occurred in January. 

The third week in February was marked by a series of three named storms following each other in close succession, 
Storms Dudley, Eunice & Franklin. Severe weather warnings for Storm Eunice saw us going to bed on 17 February with 
an Amber Wind warning, only to wake up on 18th to a Red Wind Warning. The early morning was relatively benign and 
my dog walk was not too risky but by 10am the winds became very strong, and it was definitely time to stay safely 
indoors. Lots of trees were uprooted, some very ancient ones, which meant most of the roads into and between the 
villages were blocked by fallen trees at some stage on Friday, Saturday and in at least once case even on Sunday.     

December rainfall was slightly lower than normal, January was very dry with less than 25% average rain in Southeast 
England. February was wetter than average with about 150% of average rainfall. There was a total of 42 dry days, the 
longest dry spell being from 16 January to 2 February. There was only 1 day (13 February) with more than 13mm/0.5in 
rain. There was no snow of note this winter. As well as being dry January was also sunny, being the sunniest January 
since 1919 in England. 

Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to February 2022 

 Highest Lowest Highest Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

December 14.1 57 (31st) -3.6 25 (21st) 11 0.4 (24th) 

January 13.0 55 (1st) -5.3 22 (5th) 4 0.1 (8th) 

February 13.2 56 (1st) -2.9  27 (25th) 15 0.6 (13th) 
 
Chris Brook 

Gardening Update 
 “For Peat’s sake what is the alternative?” 

I have been asked to write on alternatives to peat for use in our gardens. I would be delighted to receive reader feedback 
and requests. This is a large topic which I will endeavour to make concise. 

Peatlands were once extensive throughout the UK, but many have been dug up, drained, burnt, built on and converted for 
crops or grazing. When peat dries out carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere and contributes to greenhouse gas 
levels. It has been a staple in horticulture for a century; since the end of the first world war, in fact. The water holding 
capacity of peat, along with its relative sterile properties and low pH, made it ideal for gardeners and as a result, it has 
been harvested on an industrial level to satisfy Britain’s burgeoning passion for horticulture. Consequently, its’ sale will 
be banned in England and Wales by 2024 with the aim to end peat use in professional horticulture by 2028.  

The main benefit today of peat free composts is in raising larger plants which can cope with the coarser growing media 
peat free composts typically have. Learning how to use peat free compost is tricky and requires some experience. Peat 
free for novices can shake confidence, with lots of seedling deaths. 

As gardeners we each can make a difference. So, let’s explore our peat free options: 

• Sand is ideal to add to composts and seed mixes. Play sand is especially ideal. Builder’s sand is a good substitute 
but colours the hands orange. Both are preferable to handle than the RHS sharp sand. 

• Perlite is a naturally occurring silicious rock. It can be added to composts to improve air /water balance, has a low 
water holding capacity and encourages quicker germination and improved seedling growth. This has certainly 
been my experience. It is great when used with seeds, provided it is always kept moist, i.e., under mist irrigation 
systems. Please note, dampen the perlite bag with a cup of water immediately as its’ light dust is an irritant when 
inhaled. 

• Vermiculite is found in various parts of the world. It is ideal for germinating seeds with its high-water holding 
capacity combined with excellent aeration properties. 
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Seeds of all sizes can be sown directly into 100% vermiculite. Alternatively, you can use a 50:50 mix of 
vermiculite and seeds sowing compost. 

• Sand, perlite, and vermiculite are excellent as toppings on all seedlings especially fine seeds. 
• Coir is well proven as a peat alternative. It is found in equatorial countries and is 

completely renewable and sustainable - being a waste product of the coconut industry. It’s 
a stable lightweight medium with good air-filled porosity. Quality varies according to its 
origin. Very useful in large pots and easy to transport too. 
I had great success with coir jiffy pellets - widely available online. They are an easy way 
to germinate medium to large seeds such as Cosmos and Sunflowers which are easy to 
handle with fingers. They do dry out quickly (around every 2/3 days) with a bottom heat 
of 15 degrees Celsius. www.greengardener.com supplies starter coir pellets, grow cubes, 
planter bags, grow bags and compost blocks.  
   

The only way to ensure your compost is peat free is to make your own. Kids will love 
getting their hands dirty. For those collecting leaves for leaf mould, it works well as an 
organic component but does need the oomph that topsoil provides as leaf mould is 
nutrient poor. 
 
The RHS recommends the following compost recipes for defined tasks. 
 
Seed sowing: 
50% loam/good garden soil (pasteurised), 25% sand, 25% sieved garden compost or leaf 
mould. 
 
Cuttings: 
50% sharp sand and 50% homemade compost or sieved leaf mould. 
 

Potting Trees, shrubs, and fruit: 
30% sieved garden compost, soil improver, rotted manure, leaf mould or other organic matter. 
70% sieved garden soil (if your soil is heavy clay, reduce this and add 15% sand.) 
 
How to pasteurise garden soil or loam: 
Sieve moist soil through a 5mm sieve and place in a baking tray up to 10cm. Cover with aluminium foil. Heat to 180F, 
then hold for 30 min before moving to cool. This should kill weed seeds and all pathogens including nematodes and 
tomato mosaic virus. Clover and oxalis may survive. 
 
Top tips! 
Old peat free compost can be used instead of garden soil; Mix 80% compost with 20% bark wood chip and add fertiliser 
such as Vitax 4, Growmore or Chicken manure pellets. 
 
A commercial alternative to making your own compost is Melcourt Sylva organic growing medium. 
 
Peat free alternatives will require more nurturing, in my experience. The Earth will thank you; your conscience will be 
clear and handling the soil microbes which stimulates serotonin production will boost your own immune system and 
overall wellbeing. Now that’s another large topic!   

Niamh Kendall 

Kidmore End Cricket Club  
With Spring in the air and the prospect of cricket being able to be played in April, Kidmore End CC is 
getting ready for the new season and the club is on the look-out for new players, spectators and 
supporters as we look forward to a full season of cricket.  

The club is a good position following the dedication of many of the members to ensure that the COVID 
pandemic did not have an adverse effect on us and we enjoyed an excellent season on and off the pitch 

last year and all associated with the club are looking forward to the 2022 season. 

The club plays senior cricket in the Thames Valley Cricket League meaning that we travel as far east as Uxbridge and 
west to Newbury and all ports in between! The junior teams play in the Berkshire Youth Cricket League and the 

http://www.greengardener.com/
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Oxfordshire Cricket Association competitions for Juniors. We will be running boys and girls’ teams at U9, U11, U13 and 
U15 level. Their fixtures start in April and run through to July. We will also be starting for the first time in our history a 
senior training evening dedicated for all women over the age of 16, this will run on a Tuesday evening.  

We were awarded ECB Clubmark Status in October 2007 and have been re-designated in 2013, 2017 and in 2021. This 
means that the ECB recognises that we are a  ‘safe, effective and child friendly ’club. As a member of Kidmore End CC 
you are guaranteed that we have a base level of quality in all areas of Health and Safety, Child Welfare and Safeguarding. 
The club also actively encourages young cricketers to make the transition from junior and school cricket to senior club 
cricket. The Clubmark award recognises the professionalism and our excellent conduct across many different areas of our 
cricket provision. 

We would invite any new players of any age or ability to join and play in any of our four senior Saturday league teams, or 
our Sunday XI who play friendly fixtures against local clubs. Young players equally welcome to come along as well.  

The 2022 season is scheduled to start in April with senior matches scheduled to start on Saturday April 16 and training for 
Juniors starting on Friday 22 April. All training takes place at Gallowstree Common Recreation Ground. For start times 
and further information please make contact and also look at the club website and social media platforms.  

Full details of fixtures for all the Kidmore End teams are to be found on the club website. For more information about the 
club and its activities please contact Chairman Jeff Sheldon (07735 568866) Vice Chairman James Frost (07971 560981) 
and for information on junior cricket contact Jules Cook (07717 000761) 

You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground if you come along on a match day so please do 
come along and see us.  Further information on the club can be found on the club ’s website: http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/ 
You can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.  

Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club  

 

Gardening Dates for your Diary 
Niamh Kendall at Kidmore End House is having an Open Garden and Vineyard open day on 
Friday 10 June from 1-4 pm. Entrances fees will go to the National Garden Scheme which 
donates to a range of charities, including Marie Curie, Macmillan Cancer support, The Queens 
Nursing Institute, Parkinson’s UK. Funds raised from tea and cake sales will go to Thrive, a 
local charity which helps people with disabilities through gardening. 

 
Chalkhouse Green Farm is holding their Open Gardens on Sunday 26th June from 2-6pm. 

There will be heavy horses, trailer rides as well as tea and cake. Entrance fees will go to the 
National Garden Scheme and funds raised from tea and cake sales will go to Soundabout, a 
charity that has pioneered the use of music, rhythm and sound to give children and adults 

with disability a voice, a way to express themselves and be listened to. 

 

http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
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Spring 2022 

 
Parish Council Meetings: 

 20 April 

 18 May 

 22 June 

 

Friends of Sonning Common 
Library Application form 
 http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-
application 

 

 

 
Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you 
have any news items or pictures for 
the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, or to the website we’d 
be delighted to hear from you.  
Articles can be sent to editor, 
members of the editorial board or 
directly to the website webmaster – 
see right panel for contact details 

 

The closing date for the next edition 
is 10 June 2022. 

Useful Numbers and Contacts 
 Thames Valley Police,  non emergency  101 
   emergency  999 
   website   www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)   0800 555 111 
Victim Support     01865 751511 
SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk  01235 422422  
  Open: Mon-Thu  8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
   Fri    8.30 am  - 4.30 pm 
ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes   01865 883433 

     orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways    0845 310 1111 
 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways   
Fix my Street     http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)  
    Website  www.caox.org.uk/henley 
    Telephone 0808 278 7907,  
Telephone advice only:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 17:00 
 
Parish Councillors 
 Parish Council Chairman   
 Caroline Aldridge chairman@kepc.info 

 Iain Pearson   iain.pearson@kepc.info  
 Trevor Perchard   trevor.perchard@kepc.info 
 Andrew Harland   andrew.harland@kepc.info  (07747470108) 
 Jim Ducker   jim.ducker@kepc.info 
 Jeffrey Almond   jeffrey.almond@kepc.info 
 Sonia Matthews   sonia.matthews@kepc.info  
 Tony Bowley  tony.bowley@kepc.info  
 Clerk to the Council   
 Roger Penfold  clerk@kepc.info (0118 947 3130) 
      
District Councillor 

 Peter Dragonetti   peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk (0118 9844711)  
County Councillor 

 Kevin Bulmer   kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk (07803 005680) 
 
Kidmore End Parish Room 
 Bookings:  
 Guy Johnson   07920 100065 
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 
 Bookings:  
 Roger Penfold  0118 947 3130 

Kidmore End Memorial Hall 
 Bookings:  
 Alan Gibbon  alan47b@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editorial Board 
 Caroline Aldridge (Editor) editor@kepc.info (0118 972 3700)    
 Sue Remenyi   sue.remenyi@gmail.com (07791 840 999) 
  
KEPC website   http://www.kepc.info  
 Tony Bowley  webmaster@kepc.info 

 

http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-application
http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-application
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/
mailto:info@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:orc@oxonrcc.org.uk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.caox.org.uk/henley
mailto:chairman@kepc.info
mailto:iain.pearson@kepc.info
mailto:trevor.perchard@kepc.info
mailto:andrew.harland@kepc.info
mailto:jim.ducker@kepc.info
mailto:jeffrey.almond@kepc.info
mailto:sonia.matthews@kepc.info
mailto:tony.bowley@kepc.info
mailto:clerk@kepc.info
mailto:peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk
mailto:kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:alan47b@btinternet.com
mailto:editor@kepc.info
mailto:sue.remenyi@gmail.com
http://www.kepc.info/
mailto:webmaster@kepc.info
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KEPC Website Questionnaire to its Community 
Why are we doing this survey now? 

The KEPC website presently focuses on information and activity around the work of its local parish 
councillors, and many feel it needs to encourage more engagement with the villages across the Kidmore End 
Parish.  

As a result of the Covid pandemic several villages and roads have set up their own WhatsApp groups and we 
could link these groups with a more flexible and locally focused website that reflects the interests and concerns 
of each village, while at the same time keeping everyone up to date with parish, regional and national 
developments. 

This is not just another questionnaire to capture your views and comments which you might feel are going to 
be ignored or forgotten. We urge you to give us your feedback and put your thoughts and comments at the 
heart of any future parish engagement. There are 16 questions, and your responses are anonymous. 

 

PLEASE IF AT ALL POSSIBLE COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE USING THE ONLINE 
FORM FROM THIS LINK: https://forms.gle/hw2HcuTBe5uH3sQi9           (Closing date 24 April) 

This paper version is supplied for those who do not have computer access. 

 
Kidmore End Parish Council (KEPC) website: http://www.kepc.info 

1. How often do you use the Kidmore End Parish Council website? (tick)  
Monthly | Weekly | Daily | Seldomly | Never 

 

2.  Can you comment further on why you gave this response? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you usually use the KEPC site for? (Please tick all that are relevant). 

a) Checking on rubbish collections 
b) Parish council meetings information 
c) Local news 
d) Regional news 
e) National news 
f) International news 
g) I have never used the KEPC website 
h) Other 
 

4. Can you comment further on why you gave these responses? 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/hw2HcuTBe5uH3sQi9
http://www.kepc.info/
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5. The KEPC website is too focused on parish council business. (Tick one) 

Strongly agree | Agree | neither Agree or Disagree | Disagree | strongly Disagree 

 

6. The KEPC website could involve individual villages if each village had its own section on the website 
to address their needs and concerns, which could be shared across the other villages in the parish. 
(Tick one) 

Strongly agree | Agree | neither Agree or Disagree | Disagree | strongly Disagree 

 

7. The KEPC provides a public service to all its community and therefore has to comply with certain 
legal and procedural guidelines. In addition, the KEPC website should be more proactive as a 
communication hub linking local community and parish interests with regional/national issues. (Tick 
one) 

Strongly agree | Agree | neither Agree or Disagree | Disagree | strongly Disagree  

 

8. Suggest three changes or additions you would like to see added to the website that would encourage 
you to use it more? 

1. 

2. 

3 

 

9. Is there anything on the website you feel could be removed as it has no relevance to you? 

 

 

 

Village areas on the website 
Across the parish each village has its own characteristics, concerns, and interests. We are proposing to provide 
an area for each village on the KEPC website to capture and share local news, linked to Twitter, Facebook and 
WhatsApp groups, so everyone has an ownership and direct input into their parish website.  

10. I think a community area on the website for each village would help bring the parish together. 

Strongly agree | Agree | neither Agree or Disagree | Disagree | strongly Disagree  

 

11. Can you comment further on why you gave these responses? 

 

 

 

 

12. The KEPC are continually looking for residents to join the parish council. How do you think the 
KEPC website can encourage more residents to join? 
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The Pavilion at Gallowstree Recreation Ground: 
The Pavilion at Gallowstree Recreation Ground was rebuilt in 2011 to provide facilities for the whole parish 
community, however over recent years bookings by the local community have been low or declined since the 
arrival of the Covid pandemic. In order to make this excellent resource sustainable we need to encourage more 
people to use it, but before addressing that task we welcome your feedback on the following questions. 

 

13. What factors have influenced you booking or not booking the pavilion in the past? 

 Please tick all that are relevant to your experience 

a) I know I can book the Pavilion on the KEPC website but have never done so. 

b) I did not know I could book the Pavilion on the KEPC website. 

c) The Pavilion is well advertised on the KEPC website. 

d) The pavilion is not well advertised on the KEPC website. 

e) Information on the website about the pavilion is helpful and informative. 

f) Information on the website about the pavilion is not very helpful or informative. 

g) The booking process is helpful and encouraging.  

h) The booking process is difficult to use. 

 

14. Can you comment further on why you gave these responses? 

 

 

 

The KEPC would like to introduce a new automatic booking system which every parishioner will be able to 
access on their mobile phone via the KEPC website and which should free up more slots to book events and 
activities especially across the summer period at the pavilion.  (Tick one option) 

 

15. Do you think this application would this be a useful addition to the community?  

Yes | No | not sure 

 

16. Would such an application encourage you book the pavilion in the future?  

Yes | No | not sure 

 

General feedback and comments: We welcome any further comments you would like to leave. 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire! We will report back on your responses and look 
carefully at how best to deliver the various options available. 

The Kidmore End Parish Council – 2022 
 

Send completed paper copies to Andrew Harland, Eilean Donan, Russell Road, Tokers Green, RG4 9EJ 
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