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Chair Report 
It was my humble privilege to represent the 
parish as part of the official mourning for Her 
Majesty The Queen. The whole community 
came together in a quiet and dutiful manner. 
Church flowers, Book of Condolence, Letter of 
Condolence, church service, well decorations 
and website updates seemed effortless and 
allowed the whole parish to contemplate and 

celebrate the life of Queen Elizabeth II. God Save The King. 

Back to parish business. Kidmore End Parish now has a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (KENDP). There was a 36.4% 
turnout at the referendum on 28 July, with 322 voting in favour and 
67 voting against the question ‘Do you want South Oxfordshire 
District Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan of Kidmore End to 
help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area’. 
SODC adopted the KENDP in early September, and this document 
now forms part of the planning process for any planning applications in the parish.  

Planning seems to have been the main focus for the parish council in recent months and will continue to be at the 
forefront of council business in the future. There have been several complicated applications over the summer, but if you 
want more information, check out the website or look on the SODC website.  

I was very sad to lose my Vice-Chairman, Trevor Perchard, in April, and this is the first opportunity that I have had to 
thank him for all his hard work and commitment. He served on this council for 10 years, and as Vice-Chairman since 
January 2021. I will miss his help, advice and common sense. I enjoyed working with Trevor, and I will miss his input 
into the Transport subcommittee, the Planning subcommittee and on the Rights of way subcommittee. I will particularly 
miss our Community Speedwatch mornings, which only happened because Trevor organised them. I want to thank Trevor 
for all his hard work and for the time that he gave to the parish as a parish councillor. Luckily, Trevor has volunteered to 
continue distributing the Newsletter in Tokers Green, and I am very grateful that he will continue to help in that way. 
Thank you, Trevor, from all of your colleagues on the Parish Council. 

Tony Bowley and Andrew Harland have been working hard, behind the scenes, on the parish council website, and I want 
to thank them both for their hard work. In addition, Andrew Harland has agreed to be my Vice-Chairman. 

Full Fibre To The Premises (FTTP)  
For those of you who have missed the leaflets from Airband and Gigaclear, full fibre broadband is on the way to the 
parish, starting in Cane End then coming to Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End. You may have seen Gigaclear 
working in Sonning Common. FTTP is part of a government backed project to provide super-fast broadband to all homes 
and businesses. This has to happen, because the old copper system providing telephone lines to homes will be switched 
off. It is possible that Open Reach will come to the area in 23-24. 

Your Parish Council has been working with residents and the companies concerned to ensure that any new infrastructure 
is appropriate, safe and in keeping with our ANOB status. 

No more Oxfordshire 2050  
The Flagship Strategic document covering planning and infrastructure in the whole of Oxfordshire has fallen at the 
second hurdle. This is a hard pill to take, because many of the policies on the environment and ameliorating climate 
change were hard hitting and sensible.  

Planning application for 2 gypsy pitches, Bishopswood Camp, Gallowstree Common, Sonning Common 

There is a planning application, P22/S3244/FUL, for 2 gypsy pitches at Bishopswood Camp, which is in the parish of 
Sonning Common. The closing date for comments was at the end of September, but has been extended for Sonning 
Common Parish Council to early October. This application has caused quite a stir in the community, and your parish 
council has objected to this application. 
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KENDP  
Thank you to the whole KENDP Steering Group for nearly 5 years of hard work. They have worked tirelessly on behalf 
of, and for the benefit of, the whole parish of Kidmore End. I want to congratulate them for developing and writing wide-
reaching policies, many of which being novel in an NDP. These policies will protect against inappropriate development 
and safeguard the AONB and rural character of our villages and parish. The KENDP will not stop new houses being built. 
New dwellings are important for the sustainability and future of communities. But any new houses will have to follow 
KENDP policies to ensure that new builds are in keeping with village characteristics, many of which being unique to 
individual villages. This is not the end of the project. Policies will need to be reviewed periodically and updated every 2 
years to ensure that KENDP remains current and is used by SODC as part of the planning process. 

Road Safety  
Speeding traffic seems to be a recurring problem, particularly on Horsepond Road through Gallowstree Common, but I 
have also been informed about problems on Rokeby Drive in Tokers Green. I am asking for volunteers to come together 
to look at this problem, to maybe come up with ideas for how to educate drivers about the problems of speeding, and to 
join Community Speedwatch. Please email me on chairman@kepc.info if you have some spare time and want to help. 

Don’t forget to report any road defects to Fix my Street https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Other news 
The church Flower Ladies took a break over the summer. Not only were conditions too hot for the flowers, but I heard 
that the Flower Ladies were wilting as well. The floral decorations reappeared in September, and they continue to lift my 
spirits every time I pass the well. 

On behalf of the parish of Kidmore End, I want to thank all The Flower Ladies, and the other volunteers, who created the 
sympathetic and beautiful floral tributes to our late monarch, Her Majesty The Queen. There are photos in this 
newsletter.   

Caroline Aldridge chairman@kepc.info 

From the District Councillor 
Those of you with long memories, and who take an interest in these matters, will recall that about 50 years 
ago there was a proposal to “solve” Oxfords traffic “problem” by building a road across Christchurch 
meadow, linking the Abingdon Road to the Plain. This proposal created such a furore that it was 
abandoned, and Oxford then became the first place in the UK to set up a Park and Ride system as an 
alternative solution to traffic congestion. Down here, it could be said that we live in “North Readingshire” 

as much as in South Oxfordshire, there are times when Oxford is a place we go to, and there are now proposals to make 
further changes to the traffic management system of Oxford that will affect us. Although Oxford has an excellent bus 
service, the buses are often held up by other traffic, and so the proposal is to use ANPR systems to limit the access to the 
central area, with local residents given free passes that allow a number of entries per year, while quite a lot of categories 
of users such as care workers, trades people, delivery vehicles etc will be unrestricted. This scheme is now out for 
consultation, and my observation is that it appears that while the objective of addressing traffic congestion is  excellent, 
there could be some resistance, particularly from Oxfordshire residents who live outside the controlled zone. There may 
be scope for pragmatic solutions that could address the issues that are likely to arise.  

One service that the District Council does every week for us all is collecting the rubbish. The waste collection service is a 
mark of a civil society and seeing pictures of overseas places where there is no such service makes one appreciate it all 
the more. In the bad old days, all waste was dumped into landfill, but now very little from our District goes to landfill. 
The black bin contents are taken to the Ardley incinerator, which you can see to the west of the M40 just north of the A34 
junction. This is a sophisticated operation and the most complicated part of it is the process of cleaning the smoke and 
gases from the incineration. Our food and garden compost goes to the plant near Benson by the A4074, and this 
Anaerobic Digester plant composts everything down to create gas for energy and fertiliser for agriculture. The third part 
of our waste is glass, cans, paper and some plastics and this should go in the green bin. The loads are taken to a local 
transfer station where it is tipped out and scanned by a small team for non-recyclable items that shouldn’t be there, such 
as black bags, food waste, nappies and textiles. From the transfer station, recycling goes to a Material Recovery Facility 
in Edmonton, North London. When it arrives, the recycling is scanned for levels of contamination (non-recyclable items). 
If the recycling is too contaminated the facility will reject it, and the whole lorry load of recycling will be wasted. It is 
therefore really important that only the correct items are put in the recycling bin, and if in doubt put it in the black bin. 

If the recycling is clean and made up of the correct items, it is loaded onto a system which separates the different 
materials. These are then processed and sold on to companies both in the UK and overseas to be made into new items. 

mailto:chairman@kepc.info
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:chairman@kepc.info
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South Oxfordshire has one of the highest recycling rates in the country at 63.6% (2020/21), a rate only exceeded by St 
Albans at 64.2%. However, these figures include organic waste, ie garden and food, which make up 55.7% of our total 
recycled waste.  

Making recycling work is something that is up to each of us, and while the Council can facilitate it, our high rate is a 
tribute to residents as much as the Council. 

Councillor Peter Dragonetti 

District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham  

The Parish Church 
In the last edition of this newsletter, I mentioned that Joan Lamprell had been appointed as one of our Churchwardens.  It 
was with great sadness and shock therefore that we learnt that Joan died suddenly in July, only a few months after taking 
up her appointment.  At her funeral on 1st August, which was attended by nearly 180 people, James said in his Address 
“For my part I have been blessed by two things in particular: her humour and her challenge. Once at the Rectory, I 
emerged from my study to be asked by Gillian, who I had just been on the phone with. She said something like, “Sounds 
like you were having fun!” “It was Joan,” I said. She could certainly make me laugh, with her witty observations and a 
sense of humour as dry as a James Bond martini…”.  Joan was a force of nature and is much missed in the Parish. 

As this hot summer draws to a close, we start to focus on the life of the Parish in the Autumn.  Following the departure of 
Sheila Walker, our Associate Priest, our service pattern has had to be adapted as James cannot be everywhere every 
Sunday!  Please do look at the noticeboard and at the church’s website for up-to-date information therefore.  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/ 

You may have noticed that the church wall around the graveyard continues to be repaired, and that we have also had some 
major work done to the drainage system.  St John the Baptist is an asset to the village and it is so important that we 
maintain it for future generations.  The funds for this work come from a small number of parishioners who continue to 
raise funds by whatever means possible! 

With that in mind, Frances Brewitt Taylor, our Director of Music, will be 
staging another of her wonderful, eclectic concerts on Sunday 2nd October at 3 
p.m.  Admission is free and there will be a retiring collection – and 
refreshments!  As I said last time, if you have not been to one of Frances’s 
concerts then do try to go! 

The following Sunday, 9th October will be our Harvest Festival at 11 a.m. where 
we will be joined by the School Choir for a celebration of the Harvest in carols 
and hymns. 

The All Soulstide Service will be at 4 p.m. on 30th October.  This simple and 
moving service provides an opportunity to remember loved one who have died 
and to give thanks for their lives.  If you would like the name of a loved one to 
be read out, please contact James by email revjstickings@gmail.com 

Finally, Remembrance Sunday this year will be on Sunday 13th November, 
starting at the War Memorial before entering the church for the Service of 
Remembrance. 

Joss Lynch 

St Michaels Church 
Our last contribution to this Newsletter was written during HM Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee, this time we are 
mourning her death. At St Michael’s a Requiem Mass for the repose of her soul and the consolation of her family was 
celebrated the day after her death was announced. To allow more people to participate a second Requiem Mass for Queen 
Elizabeth was celebrated at St Michael’s on the Sunday before her funeral. All Catholic parishes were instructed by the 
Bishops of England and Wales to pray for the queen and her family in this way.   

During the summer a number of our young people received their First Holy Communion on two consecutive Sunday’s. It 
was lovely to see them celebrate together after the disruption of the last couple of years. Our Archbishop, Bernard, had to 
postpone his visit to us in 2020 but eventually made it in July this year. While with us he Confirmed a number of our 
young people. 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/
mailto:revjstickings@gmail.com
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We will be drawing our parish’s 75th anniversary to a close at the end of September on the weekend when we celebrate 
the feast of St Michael and the Archangels. During the weekend a visiting priest, Fr John Udris, will lead a retreat and use 
the example of St Thérèse of Lisieux to help us with our own walk with God. The weekend and the anniversary will 
conclude with a parish lunch. 

Concluding a brief history of St Michael’s parish from previous issues: 

The current parish hall was completed in 1962 and towards the end of that year all parish activities were transferred there. 
The temporary building that had been in place since 1947 was removed and the current church constructed in 1963. There 
was an intention to use laminated wooden beams in the building of the church, but it was felt the cost was prohibitive so 
concrete beams were used instead. A stone recovered from the medieval chapel of Our Lady of Caversham was blessed as 
the foundation of the church on 30th March 1963 by Archbishop Grimshaw. 

Having overseen the development of the parish since its beginning, Fr Ford left Sonning Common in 1968. He was 
followed by Fr Frank Dawson. During his time the current altar was installed, and the interior furnishings and decoration 
completed. Following Fr Dawson’s retirement successive parish priests were Fr Cecil Keane (1976-88), Fr John Ellis 
(1989-2005), Fr Chris Bester (2005-10), Fr Bob Devaney (2010-12), Fr Paul Rowan (2012-15) and now Fr Michael 
Sharkey. Each have served the local Catholic community to give us the parish we have today. Over the years our 
involvement with the other local Christian communities has become increasingly important. 

If want to know what is going on check the weekly newsletter on our website: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  

Kidmore End CE School 
It has been a busy start to the new academic year with the children starting in their new year groups. We have welcomed 
our new Foundation Stage children to the school who have settled in extremely well. The school is thriving with an 
increase in pupil numbers since 2021. We also have 6 Ukrainian children who have started the term incredibly well 
settling into the British schooling system and showing real resilience.   

Our Open Mornings for our prospective parents have also been popular and we have had many families attending the 
school. The Year 6 children have been wonderful, taking the parents on tours and answering many questions from the 
parents. The Year 6 children are fabulous experts who are so proud of their school, and they continue to be brilliant 
ambassadors for Kidmore End. 

As we start the new year the school has introduced its new school vision. The Governing Body along with support of 
Reverend James, who is also a member of the Governing Body, focused on developing a vision with new values that 
represents our school. 

Our new values: Kindness, Respect, Curiosity and Resilience, underpin our vision 

Our Love of Learning is seen through the opportunities the children have to find out more about the 
world around them.  

From our themed-weeks to residential visits, from practical hands-on activities in lessons to 
stimulating texts in English and reasoning problems in maths, we are challenged on our journey 
through learning, acquiring knowledge and making the most of the opportunities given.  

Our Christian community is seen through everything we do - from the way we treat and nurture each 
other, to the way we work and learn together. The children know and recognise these values in 
themselves and others.  

As a Church of England school our strong links with St John the Baptist, our village church, enhance 
our learning and understanding of what it means to belong and to care for our local community and 
beyond. 

Aspiring to reach challenging goals, to try something new, to be resilient and then celebrate 
achievements is what drives us forward; no matter our starting points or background. Children and 
staff are encouraged to make the most of opportunities on their learning journey in a nurturing and 
stimulating environment. 

‘For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened’. Matthew 7:8 

http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk/
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The biblical text which drives this vision helps in our understanding that God loves us and as we go 
on that journey of learning, and if we show faith, then we will succeed and flourish. In our nurturing 
and caring environment, our learners can challenge themselves, grow and explore the ever-changing 
world.  

With this conviction and faith, our school aims to empower all learners to be the best that they can be. 

During first few weeks the children also spent time reflecting on the Queen Elizabeth’s passing. The children spent time 
at the Church saying prayers and lighting candles. This was a sad time for all of us and we discussed the Queen’s life, her 
compassion and kindness, and her legacy. Her values of kindness, compassion and respect were a key theme of our 
messages to the children.  

Since September, the children have also started participating in extra-curricular clubs. There are many clubs running this 
term including Football, Keyboard, Hockey, Gardening, Running, Coding, Chess, Art, Cooking, Ukrainian Club, 
Rocksteady, Lamda classes and the Choir. Our Choir are very much looking forward to performing at the Big Sing at the 
Oxford Town Hall, a Christmas themed event on 1 December 2022.  

Our Cross-Country runners have also begun the term well with a number of 
children collecting podium places and medals at the Grey’s Court event in 
September. Our running club, led by the headteacher, is now so popular that 
we have over 50 children and parents attending the club every Friday 
morning. Parents enjoy the running as much as the children as they 
endeavour to beat their personal best times or distances during the morning 
session. 

The Year 6 children are looking forward to their residential to Woodlands 
near Wales in November where they will take part in a range of exciting and 
challenging outdoor activities and pursuits over 5 long days. The Year 6 
children will also take part in an Active Leaders Course in which they will 
learn to support younger children in the school by leading organised sports 
and activities at play and lunch. 

We are fortunate at Kidmore End to have a very stable group of staff and Governors who continue to work hard for the 
children. There has been very little turnover of staff during the past year which ensures that we can provide consistency 
and stability at our school. The academic results from the end of last year demonstrate that the school continues to go 
from strength to strength as we out-performed the National Average and local schools in terms of academic performance 
and attainment for children. The school continues to provide the very best education and to offer a wide range of 
experiences including ensuring that we are involved in many of the events linked to the local community. 

Over the next few months as we head towards Christmas, we are very much looking forward to the Christmas Nativities 
performed by the Infant children. The school will focus on participating in the Harvest Assemblies and Services in the 
church and paying our respects at the Remembrance Service in November. The children are looking forward to some of 
the fabulous Christmas traditions including the Lantern Parade and decorating the telephone box with our own Advent 
Calendar.   

Finally, the school’s new curriculum has been enriching and rewarding for the children. The teachers have been creative 
with the curriculum ensuring that the children develop new skills and gain new knowledge. The Autumn term is now in 
full swing with the children learning a range of new topics from ‘Me and My Community’ in Foundation Stage to Anglo-
Saxons, the Iron Age, and the Chinese Dynasty in Years 3, 4 and 5 respectively, and the Maafa topic focusing on the 
slave trade in Africa in Year 6. 

Andrew Griffin, Headteacher 

‘The Queen is dead. Long live the King’ 
Caroline Aldridge has asked me to write down something of my memories of Queen Elizabeth as we happen to both share 
membership of the Drapers Company. Drapers Hall, based in the City of London was used for some scenes in ‘The Kings 
Speech’ which is apt right now as we traditionally say ‘The Queen is dead. Long live the King’ 

Our late Queen was Patron of many organisations, but only belonged to three, namely the Church Of Scotland, the 
Sandringham Women’s Institute and the Worshipful Company of Drapers. 
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I am married to the Church of Scotland as James is a Church of Scotland Minister. So actually the Queen and I had a 
vicarious link here too, but don't be fooled into thinking I knew her any better than you -  I didn’t. 

But I was in London yesterday for a Drapers’ service of thanksgiving to Her late Majesty in the city and I had worn my 
comfortable lace ups and brought a small bag with a puffy jacket and a hat thinking I might join the queue after lunch to 
see the Lying in State at Westminster Hall……and that is exactly what I did. 

At 1.30am this morning I finally retrieved my car at Reading and turned on the radio to hear ‘Night Club’ on Radio 
Berkshire asking people to call in who were in ‘the queue’. I parked up and couldn’t resist calling in.  The interviewer on 
live radio asked interesting questions. 

How long had I been in the queue? -  from 3.15pm to 11pm.  

What was memorable? 
I joined at Bermondsey and found myself with three retired special needs teachers from Stroud who had come up to 
London to see the flowers at Buckingham Palace and on a whim had decided to join/witness the queue until the last train 
to Stroud at 9.30pm. It was a privilege to spend the time with them and we looked out for each other. They missed their 
train. At 11pm on the dot we stood at the top of the steps looking down on the majestic catafalque and witnessed the 
‘changing of the guard’. It was as quiet and momentous as others have described.  The queue itself was a cheerful British 
pilgrimage.  I would not have missed it. 

Did anyone attempt to queue jump and if so what happened? 
Yes they did and they did not get very far. We were given wristbands at Tower Bridge and then people did peel off to get 
a drink or use a WC and there were gaps in the queue. Not unreasonably newcomers joined in the gaps. “Excuse me!’ I 
heard behind me. ‘Have you got a wrist band? If you haven’t you will not get in at Westminster Hall. You need to get to 
the start of the queue and that’s another 40 mins fast walk to Bermondsey followed by 90mins slow shuffle back to Tower 
Bridge – Sorry !!!”. It was a very British queue – no barging in !!! 

Any top tips for others joining the queue? 
Yes! The security was worse than airline security.  No liquids were allowed – no gels, no medicines, no perfume, no food.  
Nothing.  Goodness knows what happened to people carrying time sensitive medicines. Lipstick was ok but not lip gloss 
or lip gel. I smuggled in my Bobby Brown lip cream as it was nestled in the zip compartment of my handbag and no one 
found it. 

Next day I was tired and Saturday I was exhausted.  But by Sunday I wondered where I might go next on pilgrimage with 
my queue buddies who all got back safely to Stroud at 3am. 

Moira Lawrie in Kidmore End has a memory of meeting the Queen at a Church of 
Scotland In Aberdeen with some lovely photos from nearly 70 years ago. 

In 1955 Queen Elizabeth opened a church in Aberdeen where my father was the organist.   I 
had the honour of presenting her Majesty with a bible to mark the occasion. My beautiful 
rainbow coloured dress was bought in Edinburgh and I went to see Lady Tweedsmuir of 
Belhelvie to be instructed on what I should do.  After I gave the Queen the bible I did a low 
curtsy.  The Queen smiled at me and said, “Many thanks indeed.” I will always remember 
that smile.  

To my surprise, a newspaper article published a couple of years ago, about the Queen 
planting trees during her reign, 
showed the picture of me presenting 
the bible and a photograph of the tree 

now.  The tree is now taller than the granite church!   The article 
reported that the Queen planted her first tree at Glamis Castle in 
Scotland in 1937 to mark her father’s coronation. In her 90 ’s when, 
offered help to plant a tree, she refused to hand over the spade 
saying, “I am still capable of planting a tree!”   I wonder just how 
many she planted during her life?  What I do know is the smile I 
treasure has been given to millions of people all over the world.  
The way she could relate to and put people at ease was remarkable 
and also beautiful.  She was our national treasure and will be 
greatly missed. 

Jane Mather and Moira Lawrie 
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The Parish Room 
You may remember that in the autumn of 2021 we published a questionnaire in the Newsletter concerning the future of St 
John the Baptist Parish Room on Wood Lane in Kidmore End.  We wanted to hear the views of residents of the civil 
parish on how the Room might continue to be used in the future, given that the lease is up for renewal in December 2022.  
(The Parochial Church Council – the PCC – have leased the Room from the Diocese of Oxford since Glebe land became 
vested in C. of E. dioceses in the 1970s.) 

I think it’s fair to say that our consideration of the questionnaire 
responses yielded a raft of ideas and aspirations, but little in the 
way of concrete, viable, and sustainable options.  The church 
itself uses the Room very infrequently, and community use has 
also been minimal.  Efforts to secure longer-term use, for 
example by a pre-school or playgroup, have also come to naught.   

Given the above, the PCC has decided not to renew the lease 
from the Diocese from December 2022.  Nick Room 
(Churchwarden) and I met with representatives of the Diocese 
very recently to talk through the implications of the PCC’s 
decision.  They will explore options for the future of the Parish 
Room; their legal responsibility (as it forms part of Glebe) is to 
raise funds from the Room in support of clergy stipends 
(including my own!). 

I can understand that for some in the village, this will read as bad news.  I want to pay tribute to the many people over the 
years who worked hard administering the Parish Room and raising funds for its maintenance – for a long time, it was a 
valuable missional asset.  At the same time, we need to be honest and say that the Parish Room, however important in the 
past, no longer fits in with our vision for the future of St John’s.   

In this sense, we are at a positive and exciting juncture.  We as a church are focussing our energy and resources on 
developing a vision of St John’s as a place for the whole community (whether regular churchgoers or not).  With that in 
mind we are discussing a whole range of improvements to the building and the churchyard.  These include plans for a 
W/C and servery area, in order to provide hospitality for guests at baptisms, weddings, and funerals, as well as space for 
refreshments after services and events such as concerts.  We are also very aware that the heating and lighting in the 
church are not fit for purpose and need to be replaced.  Finally, we are exploring ways of improving the path in the 
churchyard to make it more user-friendly for church and community alike. 

More information about these exciting ideas and plans will be available soon.  In the meantime, please be assured of our 
heartfelt desire to pursue a vision of St John’s as a place of sanctuary, worship, and hospitality for the whole community. 

James Stickings, Rector 

Tokers Green News 
Carol Singing – will be arranged by Michael & Amanda Cooper and Andrew & Fiona Harland again this year and will 
be on Sunday December 18th starting at 5pm, with money raised to be donated to charities. Please make a note of the date 
as it is always a truly fantastic spectacle to take part in or to enjoy from your doorstep. 

Progressive Dinner – We hope to hold a Tokers Green Progressive Dinner on Saturday, 12th November.  Newcomers to 
the village may know this type of event as 'Travelling or Safari' dinner. The Tokers Green Progressive Dinner provides a 
great opportunity to get to know your fellow residents.  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Carole Neville 
on caroleneville@hotmail.co.uk  with your details for more information. 

Playground - There continues to be a rota of local people doing regular inspections of the playground. There are 
also working parties and visits from the Green Gym team through the year to keep up the maintenance of the area. 
Volunteers are always welcome, please contact bowenje52@gmail.com  if you would be able to offer some help. 

Defibrillator - Our local defibrillator (or AED, Automatic External Defibrillator) is in a lockable red cabinet at the 
junction of Rokeby Drive and Gaskells End. Should you find someone having a cardiac arrest, the priority is to phone 999 
and to start CPR as soon as possible. Whilst the CPR continues, if there is a second person who could go to collect the 
nearest defibrillator, the 999 operator will give you the code to open the cabinet. The defibrillator is automated, all you 
need to do is to open the defibrillator case, turn it on and follow the verbal instructions. It is designed to be used by 
anyone even if they haven’t had any training.  The “savealife” app has first aid instructions should you find someone 

mailto:caroleneville@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bowenje52@gmail.com
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collapsed, some useful FAQs, and locations of the nearest registered defibrillators to your location. Also see  
https://www.scas.nhs.uk/save-a-life-with-our-new-app  for more info. 

For any queries on our local defibrillator, email fiona.h2009@hotmail.co.uk , or if you are interested in any future local 
training sessions, email ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk  

Pond – We plan to plant more daffodils and snow drops this autumn at the pond, thanks to KEPC for funding the bulbs. 
Details about dates will be shared on the WhatsApp group soon and of course all are welcome to help plant them and lots 
of volunteers would be great. We have also planted a number of plants donated by Sylvia – many thanks - including 
Monkey Turf, Rose Campion, Hesperis, Iris, Liriope, and Pyrethrum.  

Donations of stamps and printer cartridges – many thanks to everyone who have already donated their used stamps to 
Teresa Heffer – she continues to accept donations either at home (Kewstoke in Rokeby Drive) or at the KE school. The 
stamps are donated to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. Also, the school are collecting used printer cartridges and their 
recycling provides some funding directly for the school. So please also donate your used cartridges. 

Green Gym – the group have regularly returned to the Rokeby Recreation ground and have cleared much of the brambles 
and extended the hedge between the park and the golf course. Their efforts are fantastic and the difference they make is 
wonderful. If you would to help them details of the their planned activity and future dates can be found on their website 
https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk  

Community Orchard – During the long, hot spell we 
needed to water the trees regularly – thanks to the 
regular group of bucket carriers. Thanks also both to 
John & Monica and to Karen for the regular use of 
their taps. See the photo of the water carriers. We also 
laid mulch around the base of the trees to provide some 
nutrients and to help constrain weed & grass growing 
near the trees. See photo of the mulched trees. In 
November, we plan another round of planting of trees 
– likely another 13 trees - and also this year some 
wildflowers. We are also hopeful that we can arrange a Wassail in January – so watch out for more details. Lots more 
information here  https://www.mapledurhampc.co.uk/community-orchard  

Staying in touch - The village WhatsApp group is proving very popular to get the latest news on what’s happening in 
Tokers Green, Chazey Heath and Dysons Wood. Anyone wishing to join please contact Mike Foxton on 07540 955992 or 
michaelfoxton@hotmail.com  

Quiz Team – the quiz team is back and competing against other local villages. Quizzes normally take place on a mid-
week evening at a local church or village hall. Our number of players have increased so no-one is committed to play 
every time, but if you are interested in joining please contact andrewheffer59@gmail.com  

Walking football – several of us play walking football regularly with Rotherfield Peppard. It is great exercise, with a 
fantastic set of men playing competitively, with sessions twice a week either at HighDown or Bishopswood. It is men 
only playing at the moment but ladies are also welcome. 

Sunflower competition – The annual Tokers Green Sunflower Competition for 2022 has drawn to a close. The winners 
are Andrew & Fiona Harland for the tallest Sunflower at 305 cm   and Ian Beale for the most Beautiful Bloom                

Andrew and Fiona and Ian were presented with their certificates and prizes.  

https://www.scas.nhs.uk/save-a-life-with-our-new-app
mailto:fiona.h2009@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk
https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk/
https://www.mapledurhampc.co.uk/community-orchard
mailto:michaelfoxton@hotmail.com
mailto:andrewheffer59@gmail.com
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As you can see we have a new trophy for the winner of the tallest sunflower to hold for one year - an original painting 
donated by a local artist. Don't forget to buy your sunflower seeds ready to enter next year. The flowers are a lovely 
addition to the village and all entries are welcome. Thanks to Maria for organising again and for more info please contact 
maria_hatton@yahoo.com  

Centurion endurance race- this 50 mile race passed through Tokers Green on September 17th with the first 10 mile 
checkpoint and refreshment tent in RRG. Over 200 runners competed on the circular route that started and ended in 
Goring.   

Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Weather Report: Spring 2022 
 Average Minimum 

Temperature 
Average Maximum 
Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

June 11.4 53 20.4 69 25 0.98 

July 16.2 61 27.1 81 4 0.15 

August 14.6 58 24.2 76 22 0.87 

Rainfall - 3 months to end August 2022 51 2.0 
 

This summer was sunny, hot – at times very hot and extremely dry. The Met Office state that this was the joint hottest 
summer since their records began in 1884; 2018 being the other hottest summer. Looking back at my records for 2018, I 
see that average maximum temperatures were slightly higher in 2018 but in 2022 maximum temperatures have been 
higher. 

Each month this summer has had at least one hot spell, those in both July and August were extremely hot causing the Met 
Office to issue amber heat warnings and even a red extreme heat warning in July. Each month this summer was also 
sunnier than average.  

Maximum temperatures for the UK were broken in both June & July, with 19 July recording 40.3C/104F in Lincolnshire. 
I recorded 35.7C/96F that day, I know many of you will have seen higher temperatures on thermometers, particularly 
those in cars. I try to ensure my thermometers are placed as close to optimum recording conditions as possible without 
actually purchasing a ‘Stevenson Screen’ capable of recording weather conditions to Met Office reporting standards. 
Consequently, my thermometers are in deep shade to ensure they do not get any direct sunlight, having checked the 
records at the University of Reading I find that their maximum temperature recorded that day was 37.6C/99.6F. 

Besides being very hot there was very little rain. There were 63 dry days, with the longest dry spell being 26 days from 
July 21 to August 15. This July was the driest July in over 100 years. On August 16, 4.4mm/0.17in rain fell which was 
more than the total rain that fell in July. 

Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to August 2022 

 Lowest Highest Highest Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

June 7.4 45 (27th) 29.7 85 (17th) 7 0.28 (30th) 

July 10.2 50 (1st) 35.7 96 (19th) 3.6 0.14 (2nd) 

August 9.8 49 (5th) 31.1 88 (12th) 4.4 0.17  (16th) 

 

Chris Brook 

mailto:maria_hatton@yahoo.com
mailto:ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk
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Gardening Update 
The Organic Journey 

This autumn, I want to share the organic journey we have undertaken in the vineyard with you.  

‘Organic’ is very much a blanket term and it's difficult to imagine what it means from field to fizz in terms of planting 
and growing, as well as pest and disease management. It is in this spirit that I have decided to share our journey through 
the trials and triumphs that we experienced at Kidmore Vineyard over the last four years. We planted 4,300 vine 
rootstocks in 2018. A year and a half later we decided to go down the organic route. As with any food crop, it's not 
enough to merely state that we are organic. Here, in England, we have three organic control bodies: Organic Farmers and 
Growers, Organic Food Federation, and the Soil Association Ltd. Each of these agencies have their own associated set of 
regulations. The Soil Association is the most recognised of these bodies in England.  

We all appreciate organic to mean that weed killer (herbicide) and pesticides are contraband at all stages in production. In 
fact, the term ‘organic’ means so much more. With organic farming the soil is the most important asset in the process and 
is treated as such. Practices that protect soil composition and texture and that promote the addition of nitrogen, through 
green manures and the decompaction of the soil are encouraged. In equal measure, what goes on the land in the form of 
mulch and fertilisers is also important. Which means, the chicken pellets that we spread in Spring and Autumn need to 
come from organically bred chickens that are fed organically with certified food on organic land. 

Certification for a perennial crop such as vines takes place over a 3-year period known as “the conversion period”. We, at 
Kidmore Vineyard come under the category of small-scale farmer/growers, being 0-5 hectares.  

As I said earlier, weedkiller has not been used on the land since planting in 2018. 
You may be interested to learn that this extends to a buffer zone of 10m. 
Therefore, on the rare occasion weedkiller is used onsite, it is limited to outside 
the vineyard fence perimeter and records are kept of the date, product, quantities 
and even the wind speed. Indeed, weed control has been an ongoing challenge. 
During the vineyard’s first summer, the weed “Fat Hen” was omnipresent. 
Thistle, bindweed and couch grass were also growing strongly. Armed with hand 
forks and kneelers, we set out trying to hand weed. Many hours later and with 
little progress, we admitted defeat. We next set about trying to solve the problem 
with a flame gun; a rather heavy and cumbersome implement, that effectively 

torches the weeds. The first pass prepares the weeds and the second pass in dry weather reduces them to ash. It had me 
reduced to an exhausted and achy wreck, several hours and 6 rows later. We have 60 rows. 

Our first inspection report stated, “weeds are in evidence”. Of course, it was a 
positive in the report, but we felt the sting. We experimented in the winter with 
cardboard and woodchip, which worked to some degree, but I had to admit 
defeat. Word on the vine was that the wood chip, whist effective, would be 
difficult to lay. Also, the cardboard we used had to be certified organic - and 
could not include printing for example. As we are a few years into the process 
now the weeding is managed by tractor and cultivators. Thank goodness! 
Inspections are carried out at a mutually convenient time, which generally 
involves a walk through the vineyard and a chat about the previous year’s soil 
and weed management. This is followed by a sit down in the kitchen to go 
through the spray schedule.  For example, the maxi crop nutrient spray we use 
must be organically sourced i.e., the seaweed used must be harvested from a specific renewable site. Furthermore, there 
are strict limits on the amounts of fungicide that can be applied. It was during our second visit that our inspector noticed 
our new arrivals, Wilfred and Willoughby. A pair of rams. I was asked when they arrived and did I know that they could 
only graze on organic land for 120 days of the year! So sadly, their stay was a short one. I believe the urea has a knock-on 
effect on the balance of minerals in the soil. 

This September will be our first harvest. The Pinot noir and Pinot meunier will be first followed by the Chardonnay. 

Fortunately, our winemakers, Harrow & Hope, are “in conversion” and the organic journey will continue from field to 
fizz and into a bubbly bottle.  

It’s a labour of love. 

I think we would all like to be more organic in our gardens. Below are some tips: 
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• Care for your soil – mulch, create your own compost and add natural products. Look out of organically certified 
products. 

• Encourage a range of insects by introducing bird/bat boxes, water features and insect hotels in the form of old log 
piles. All lovely projects for children. Throw the snails into the compost heap! 

• Practice good husbandry – No ladies! It does not involve handing your husband a beer in the garden at 6pm! It 
means practice good hygiene, keeping tools clean and sharp. 

• Use physical controls to keep predators from plantings, for example, rabbit guards on trees and  high fencing.  

• Wash off any unwanted aphids (black, white and green fly) from the growing tips. If you can bear to live with 
them, they are a great form of protein for small birds. 

• Harvest with pride all shapes and sizes. 

Niamh Kendall 

Kidmore End Cricket Club  
The 2022 season finished for Kidmore End Cricket with a Sunday friendly fixture on September 4 in the 
picturesque grounds of Englefield House. Unfortunately, wet weather had the final say with the game 
being abandoned, a far cry from the warm dry spell which we have enjoyed throughout the summer 
months.  

2022 was unprecedented with so little games being weather affected or abandoned, this undoubtedly 
helped develop a positive atmosphere which permeated throughout the club. The weekends always started with the Junior 
coaching Friday evenings, with many children and their parents enjoying the visiting food trucks offerings and also 
ensuring that they stayed hydrated by making use of the Cricket Club’s bar. In all we had over 100 children between the 
ages of 5-15 practising on a Friday evening and certainly the evenings had a strong sense of community spirit and 
conviviality. Equally as successful were the girls training sessions on a Tuesday evening, where numbers were up on the 
2021 season. We also embarked on a cricket training programme for women as well which grew in popularity through 
word of mouth and social media advertising.  

In terms of a playing review the club fielded four teams in the Thames Valley League and a team in the inaugural Sunday 
Blast League of which we are founder members. The Saturday 1st XI finished third in their division and narrowly lost out 
on promotion after a losing a close game to eventual champions Sonning in the penultimate round of fixtures, the 2nd XI 
fared better than 2021 by being crowned as Champions of their division. Unfortunately, the 3rd XI suffered relegation by 
one point on the final league season whilst the 4th XI finished respectably in mid table. All the teams were noted for 
playing their cricket in a fair manner and upholding the spirit of the game, it was again very pleasing to see that the 
development of the younger cricketers continues and telling contributions were made by the young people who 
represented the club across all four senior XIs on a Saturday and also on Sunday’s too. The Junior teams who played in 
the Berkshire Youth Cricket League and Oxfordshire League also performed well with the U13 team delivering the 
strongest performances winning their Under 13 Pool and finishing as runners-up in the County Cup competition.  

Inevitably we are now looking forward to the 2023 season with training sessions being organised for the Juniors at 
Shiplake College and the Seniors at The Oratory School. Please do keep an eye out on the cricket club’s social media 
platforms for the specific details for winter training and all at the club look forward to being reacquainted with old friends 
and meeting new ones when the season starts again outside in April 2023.  

Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club  

Newsletter Issue Number Erratum 
Apologies that the incorrect issue number appeared on the Summer issue of the newsletter. It was published as issue 149, 
but it should have been Issue 148. We have decided to therefore number this issue 149a. 

Ed. 
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Autumn 2022 

 
Parish Council Meetings: 

 19 October 

 23 November 

 14 December* 

 18 January 

 15 February 

 22 March 

 19 April 

 17 May* 

* Not the penultimate Wednesday 
of the month 

 

Friends of Sonning Common 
Library Application form 
 http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-
application 

 

 
Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you 
have any news items or pictures for 
the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, or to the website we’d 
be delighted to hear from you.  
Articles can be sent to editor, 
members of the editorial board or 
directly to the website webmaster – 
see right panel for contact details 

 

The closing date for the next edition 
is 9 December 2022. 

Useful Numbers and Contacts 
 Thames Valley Police,  non-emergency  101 
   emergency  999 
   website   www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)   0800 555 111 
Victim Support     01865 751511 
SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk  01235 422422  
  Open: Mon-Thu  8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
   Fri    8.30 am  - 4.30 pm 
ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes   01865 883433 

     orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways    0845 310 1111 
 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways   
Fix my Street     http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)  
    Website  www.caox.org.uk/henley 
    Telephone 0808 278 7907,  
Telephone advice only:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 17:00 
 
Parish Councillors 
 Parish Council Chairman   
 Caroline Aldridge chairman@kepc.info 

 Iain Pearson   iain.pearson@kepc.info  
 Patrick Malaperiman patrick.m@kepc.info 
 Andrew Harland   andrew.harland@kepc.info  (07747470108) 
 Jim Ducker   jim.ducker@kepc.info 
 Jeffrey Almond   jeffrey.almond@kepc.info 
 Jane Mather   jane.makower.mather@kepc.info  
 Tony Bowley  tony.bowley@kepc.info  
 Clerk to the Council   
 Roger Penfold  clerk@kepc.info (0118 947 3130) 
      
District Councillor 

 Peter Dragonetti   peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk (0118 9844711)  
County Councillor 

 Kevin Bulmer   kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk (07803 005680) 
 
Kidmore End Parish Room 
 Bookings:  
 Guy Johnson   07920 100065 
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 
 Bookings:  
 Roger Penfold  0118 947 3130 

Kidmore End Memorial Hall 
 Bookings:  
 Alan Gibbon  alan47b@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editorial Board 
 Caroline Aldridge (Editor) editor@kepc.info (0118 972 3700)    
 Sue Remenyi   sue.remenyi@gmail.com (07791 840 999) 
  
KEPC website   http://www.kepc.info  
 Tony Bowley  webmaster@kepc.info 
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