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A Warm Space in Kidmore End Parish 
Kidmore End Recreation Ground Management Committee, the Cricket 
Club and Conversation Cafe are going to open the Pavilion for teas, 
coffee and chat after Xmas to create a warm space in the Parish for all. 
Can you offer 1.5 to 3 hours per week between 11am and 3.30pm? All 
help including offering lifts to the Pavilion gratefully received.  Please 
contact Jane Mather 07768 791429 or jane.makower.mather@kep.info. 
See the Chair report for further information. 

 

Chair Report 
I would like to wish everyone a very happy 
New Year. I always find January and February 
to be very dark months, but there is light at the 
end of the tunnel, and I can see that spring is 
creeping in and days are getting longer.  

2022 was a difficult year in parts, but also with 
much to be grateful for. I am afraid that there 

will be some financial constraints on the council budget in 2023, but 
like everyone else in the parish, we will tighten our belts and do the 
best job that we are able to do. As I look forward, I think that the 
highlights for 2023 will be the local elections in May followed by a 
Coronation Party for our new King. If anyone is interested in helping 
to organise the Coronation Party, then please contact me on 
Caroline.aldridge@kepc.info. 
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I was very sad to lose Sonia Mathews from the parish council, and this is the first opportunity that I have had to thank 
Sonia for all her help. She has offered to continue to volunteer her help in future projects, and I want to wish her every 
success in the future. I also have some good news, because Candy Mason was co-opted to be a parish councillor at the 
meeting in November 22. I am looking forward to working with Candy in the future. This means that there is one vacancy 
for a parish councillor. Maybe helping your community is on your list of New Year’s resolutions? I am happy to chat to 
anyone who would like to know more, or you can contact the clerk on clerk@kepc.info. Your parish councillors are all 
volunteers, who give up their time on behalf of the community. I would like to thank each one of them for all their help 
and support over the past year. Huge thanks also to our wonderful clerk, Mr Penfold. The parish council would not be 
able to function without his help.  

Full Fibre to the Premises (FTTP)  
The planning application that Airband made to erect 9 new telegraph poles in Cane End in the middle of last year has 
been rejected on a technicality. Your parish council will continue to lobby for the new poles to be put in sensible positions 
to ensure that any new infrastructure is appropriate, safe and in keeping with our ANOB status. 

Meanwhile, Gigaclear will be digging up roads in Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End in the New Year. There is very 
little detail for Kidmore End, except that works will be carried out on 3 and 31 January. There is more detail for 
Gallowstree Common: 5-18 January on Reades Lane; 3-30 January on Horsepond Road; 23 January-3 February on 
Orchard Field; and 27 February-29 March for The Hamlet. 

Road Safety in your parish  
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help with ideas and practical help to make our roads safer. This is the first 
time that I have had such a huge response from parishioners. With all your support, I am hopeful that we can make a 
difference. We have had a couple of good meetings, one on Zoom and one at the New Inn. Items discussed ranged from 
hedges, overgrown brambles, mud on the roads, potholes and speeding. There is an article later in the newsletter with 
more details, but please contact me if you would like to join. 

Residents in Gallowstree Common have started up a community speed watch group. They have a radar gun, 3 high vis 
jackets and full training from PC Lee Turnham. They will be carrying out regular speed checks on Horsepond Road and 
will report multiple offenders to TVP. If residents in other hamlets want to join in, with a view to carrying out speed 
checks in their neighbourhoods, please contact jane.makower.mather@kepc.info for more information. 

At the meeting in December 22, your parish council voted to join the 20 is plenty scheme and is now on the waiting list 
for Tranche 3 of the 20-mph rollout spearheaded by Oxfordshire County Council. If everything goes to plan, this will see 
the national speed limit reduced from 30 mph to 20 mph in built up areas. Because our parish is complicated with the 
A4074, Horsepond Road as well as many single-track lanes, and with speed limits ranging from 60-mph to 20-mph, this 
policy will require consultation. In the meantime, the Sonning Common 20-mph roll out will include Kidmore Lane and 
Reades Lane. This might make walking to the shops and the bus a bit more pleasurable for parishioners living in 
Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End.  

There are many voices saying that having a 20-mph speed limit is useless and does not reduce speeding. I have a different 
view. Who decided that 30 mph is a safe speed in residential areas? We all know that if a person is hit by a car at 30 mph, 
they are seriously injured or killed. If a person is hit by a car at 15-mph, it is like being hit by a hard rugby tackle, and the 
person walks away. Evidence has shown that reducing the speed limit from 30-mph to 20-mph reduces the average speed 
by 5-mph, from 33-mph to 28-mph. So, we need to educate road users to reduce their speed to 20-mph. Slower cars in 
your villages reduces noise and pollution and makes it easier and safer for you to walk and cycle. Quieter neighbourhoods 
encourage community and allow people to chat and socialise. Car drivers need to learn to be polite and considerate. Even 
the Highway Code has changed in favour of the most vulnerable road users, with the priority being those that can be most 
injured on the road. We now have to prioritise pedestrians, then cyclists and horse riders, followed by vehicle users. 
Having a 20-mph speed limit is not an attack on drivers. It is just a reminder that people live here, and people must come 
first.  

Don’t forget to report any road defects to Fix my Street https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Planning application for 2 gypsy pitches, Bishopswood Camp, Gallowstree Common, Sonning Common 
This planning application, P22/S3244/FUL, for 2 gypsy pitches at Bishopswood Camp, in the parish of Sonning 
Common, has been rejected. 

Warm Spaces 
At our last meeting of the year in December, Kidmore End Cricket Club, Kidmore End Playing Fields Management 
Committee and the Parish Council had the good idea of seeing if the Pavilion at Gallowstree Common could be used as a 
‘Warm Space’ when not let for events. Jane Mather and Sarah Wilkinson, our ‘Conversation Cafe’ organisers want to see 
if they can set up ‘Conversation Cafe  ’at the pavilion after Christmas, offering warmth plus teas, coffees and biscuits. 
They are looking for volunteers. 
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Can you offer between 1.5 and 3hrs per week between the following times:  

11.00am - 12.30  
12.30 - 2pm 
2pm-3.30pm  

We need YOUR HELP to offer lifts to the Pavilion from round the Parish and to be on hand 
to help with teas/coffees and chat. This will keep a warm space open for all of us. Please 
contact Jane Makower on 07768 791429 or  jane.makower.mather@kepc.info if you would 
like to be involved. 

Other news 
The wonderful flower ladies have made 2022 a year to remember. Their floral decorations in 
the church and on the well in Kidmore End have been an inspiration for us all. I want to 
thank them all on your behalf for their creative input and hard work. The Christmas tree and 
wreath were a joy to see on a dark evening. 

Caroline Aldridge chairman@kepc.info 

From the District Councillor 
Money, Money, Money 

One of the less enjoyable days of the year is when the annual Council Tax bill lands on the doormat, and 
one gasps at the amount of money being demanded.  As I have mentioned before, although the bill comes 
from the District Council, SODC, council tax is largely being collected on behalf of the local big 
spenders, i.e. the County Council and the Police who take 78% and 11% respectively. The District 
Council keep only 6% and the parishes about 5%. The District Council also collects Business Rates, 

technically called Non-Domestic Rates, or NDR. During the pandemic businesses who were liable for Business Rates 
were entitled to grants of various sorts, funded by the government but distributed by South Oxfordshire District Council. 
This was quite a big exercise for the Council, dishing out money instead of collecting it, and the District Council was 
pleased to support all sorts of eligible businesses. However, in the general rush to take advantage of the sudden fruiting of 
the magic money tree, some businesses who applied for this largesse forgot that they actually didn’t pay business rates. 
On investigation, some of these businesses should have been paying quite substantial amounts.  

Council members of the Green Party and Lib Dem administration of SODC suspected that there may have been more 
businesses liable for business rates which were not being collected.  External consultants were therefore employed to 
match data from different sources to make sure that businesses in South Oxfordshire were paying their taxes like the rest 
of us.  Amazingly, this exercise netted £2.6 million pounds of back tax, of which £500,000 has been retained by SODC 
and there will be an extra £200,000 a year coming to the District Council in future.  The current administration at South 
Oxfordshire is keen to make sure that it is financially secure, and collects all the income that is legally due, and these 
additional funds are a welcome contribution to the budget; the backlog of £500,000 is about equivalent to about 6% of the 
Districts funding from Council tax.   

Aircraft Noise 
Over the years, several people have raised concerns with me about the noisy planes that buzz around for about 10 minutes 
or so looping the loop, vertically diving etc., before pulling up. Being so high, the noise from these planes is audible over 
a wide area, but strangely there is not much legal constraint over this noise. All planes carry a registration number, but 
even with powerful binoculars the number can’t be seen from the ground. There is a however a website 
https://www.flightradar24.com/51.29,-1.45/11  that tracks every plane in the sky, and with this you can identify any plane 
that’s flying near you, whether is a passenger airline, executive jet, helicopter or light aircraft, where it has  come from 
and then where it is going. Click on a plane, and you can see its flight path and its registration number, and from the 
registration number track the owner.   

If you wish to complain about the noise of an aircraft, the Civil Aviation Authority states 

“In general, if you have a complaint about aircraft noise, you should direct to it the airport where you think the 
aircraft was operating from. They have a duty to investigate your complaint and respond to you.”   

The flight radar website shows where the plane has come from, which on a number of occasions has been White Waltham 
Airfield. 

Councillor Peter Dragonetti 
District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham  
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The Parish Church 
As I write, Christmas is still to come – a Christmas for so many of us that we can finally celebrate with family!  However, 
by the time you read this in January, we will already be looking ahead to Lent and to Easter. 

It was a busy autumn for the church community, with a lovely concert in October, Remembrance Sunday, a Christmas 
Fair in early December and of course, the busy Christmas period itself. 

Once again, we experienced sadness as we said goodbye to Jenny MacGregor 
who died in October. Jenny had been a teacher at our school for many years, 
then the Clerk to the Governors, Organist in St Johns, choir member, PCC 
secretary and churchwarden under Graham Foulis Brown.  In fact, she had 
served the church under four Vicars and Rectors – probably the only person 
who has done this.  She is much missed for her hard work, her experience, her 
service and her friendliness to all.   A devout Christian, but not showy about 
it, Jenny was one of those people who brought a smile to all who met her. 

There is some good news however.  We are looking forward to welcoming our 
Associate Priest, the Rev’d Sarah van der Watt, to the benefice.  The timing of this is still uncertain (Sarah is coming from 
South Africa, where she is Rector of an Anglican Church in Johannesburg), and we will post details about her licensing 
and first services on the church website in due course.  Please pray for a smooth transition to life and work here in the UK 
for Sarah and her family. 

You will have seen that the work to the churchyard wall has now been completed and looks very good indeed. Whilst 
there are plans for further improvements and works to the church building in the offing, these are at an early stage. 

Easter is relatively early in 2023 – Easter Sunday is on 9th April – but we are unable to give any details of services this 
far in advance, especially as we don’t know when Sarah will be joining us.  Therefore, please do look at the church 
noticeboard and the website, and sign up to the e-bulletin for updates and full information.  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166.  It is rather a good site actually, with lots of news, photos and information.  Do try 
it! 

Joss Lynch 

St Michaels Church 
We concluded our parish’s 75th anniversary at the end of September, around the feast of St Michael and the Archangels. 
During the weekend a visiting priest, Fr John Udris, lead a retreat and used the example of St Thérèse of Lisieux to help 
us with our own walk with God. The weekend and anniversary concluded with a parish bring-a-dish lunch in the hall. 
This was very popular. Fortunately, the weather was glorious enabling us to spill outside into the garden. 

In response to Pope Francis’ letter ‘Laudato Si’ (Praise be to you) asking everyone to care for our planet and the 
marginalised in our society, a sustainability group called Thoughtful Living has been formed. Its aim is to encourage all 
parishioners to become more aware of how our actions impact on the wellbeing of our planet. An action plan for the 
LiveSimply award given by CaFOD has been submitted. To be successful we will have to show commitment in three 
areas: to live simply; to live in solidarity with the poor; to live sustainably with creation. As part of this we are delighted 
to continue supporting the Foodbank coordinated by Springwater Church. It is an example of what can be achieved when 
the Christian communities work together. Fund raising and the supply of gifts to CIRDIC for Reading’s homeless is also 
taking place. 

We are now well into the Advent season, and we look forward to welcoming friends, old and new, to celebrate Christmas 
with us at one of our Masses: 24th Dec at 5pm (for families with young children) and 7.30pm Carols followed at 8pm by 
‘Midnight’ Mass; 25th Dec 9.00am and 10.30am. 

Wishing all readers every blessing for Christmas and the New Year. 

For up-to-date information check the weekly newsletter on our website: 

 www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  
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Kidmore End CE School 
Festive greetings to all of you from all of us at Kidmore End Primary. 

We thought we would send you a little round-up of what has been happening in school in the run-up to Christmas. 

Kidmore End Choir attends the Big Sing 

We are very proud of our school choir who sang beautifully at the Oxford Big 
Sing 2022, a charity concert for Christian Aid involving schools in the Oxford 
region at Oxford Town Hall. The Kidmore End Choir performed their own 
Christmas song as well as performing as a massed choir. Mrs Thomas writes: 
Oxford Town Hall is quite spectacular with the most beautiful ornate ceilings 
and a loud grand organ. Orla and Ellie joined with other children from each of 
the other schools in a procession, walking along the aisle holding a candle and 
singing the first verse of “Once in Royal David ’s City”. Each school then took 
to the stage to sing their chosen Christmas song. We sang “Simply Having a 
Wonderful Christmas Time”. We listened to the charity organisers from 
Christian Aid and heard of all the help they had been able to give from 
donations received, including ways for farmers tackling climate change. We 
sang lots of songs together and sang an encore of “Svieta Vecheria” which 
means “Holy Supper”. 

Christmas events in school 
As always it is a very busy time of year in school. On 29th November we held 
our Advent Service in the church. It was interesting to hear all about 
Christmas traditions from around the world, from as far away as Australia and 
Africa to closer to home in the Ukraine, to listen to some lovely songs as well 

as admiring a range of art work. 

The Christmas Performances from the Infants are well underway. Foundation and Year 1 entertained us with ‘A Little 
Bird told Me’ which retells the Nativity story from the viewpoint of a bird. Year 2 are performing ‘A Midwife Crisis ’to 
both the school and their parents. They have all worked so hard learning their lines and the teachers and teaching 
assistants have done a wonderful job of producing and putting so much work into the performances. 

The last week of term has been jam-packed with a rock concert from our 3 school bands, Christmas lunches, an online 
pantomime one afternoon, a Christmas movie night in our pyjamas, and the Christmas Fair. Our Choir will also be 
performing again, and it will be a great way to get into the Christmas spirit. 

And of course, finally there is our traditional Christmas service on Friday 16 December in the church for our Christmas 
readings and songs, and a few moments of reflection at the end of a very busy term. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Andrew Griffin, Headteacher 

20 is Plenty 
I receive many emails from parishioners about speeding in the parish. The question is, ‘What can be done about this?’ 

Lock down encouraged us all to take back our lanes and go out walking. The roads were clear of traffic, and it was very 
pleasant to explore our lovely rural surroundings. But now the roads are busy once more with vehicles. Is this one of the 
reasons why you have stopped going out on foot or on your bicycle in our parish? 

We all want safer roads, cleaner air, and less pollution – so Oxfordshire County Council have made a commitment to help 
communities who want to change the pace to 20-mph. You many have noticed the 20-mph zones in Henley and other 
surrounding villages. In our area Sonning Common is undergoing a 20-mph consultation. If this all goes through, then the 
20-mph zones will be extended from Kidmore End to Sonning Common on Kidmore Lane, and Reades Lane will be 20-
mph from Sonning Common to Gallowstree Common. 

In recent years, Kidmore End and Tokers Green have had their speeds reduced to 20-mph through the built-up areas. We 
now have the opportunity to extend the 20-mph request to Chalkhouse Green, Gallowstree Common and, perhaps, Cane 
End. Certainly, some parts of Cane End would be included, but maybe not the A4074. 
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• We want our roads to be safer for our communities  

• We want cleaner, less polluted air  

• Oxfordshire County Council is changing many roads to 20mph  

• If you want your community to be considered, let me know on clerk@kepc.info or Caroline.aldridge@kepc.info    

Who decided that 30 mph is an appropriate speed to travel at through built-up areas? Evidence shows that reducing the 
speed to 20mph makes it more pleasant for everyone, improving safety and air quality, and encourages active travel (the 
new name for walking and cycling).  

• 20mph is an appropriate maximum speed in places where people live. Safe speeds reduce the risk of road death 
and injury and enables more people to make safe and healthy journeys on foot and by bike. 

• When roads have a 20-mph limit, it increases opportunities to walk for many, including the elderly or less 
confident cyclists.  

• Slower vehicles encourage a reduction in traffic noise, better air quality and increased physical activity. 

• 20-mph limits make it easier for neighbours to socialise and chat. 

• There is a clear link between the speed of traffic and the likelihood of accidents happening in which people are 
killed or injured.  

• Reducing the default speed limit from 30-mph to 20-mph is a positive way to reduce crashes and serious injuries.   

• We need to change our behaviour and become courteous drivers. Is it ok to speed because everyone else is doing 
it? If we all drive too fast, we collectively increase the risk of crashes on our roads, and we increase the risk of 
someone that we love being involved in a crash.  

• A reduction in average speeds of 1-mph on a section of road reduces the number of crashes by 5%. 

A group of parish councillors and residents of the parish, many from Gallowstree Common, are campaigning for a 
reduction in the speed limit in our parish from 30-mph to 20-mph in built up areas. We need to put people first and 
educate drivers on the roads in our parish to be polite and courteous. We all get cross when drivers go past our homes too 
fast. We need to ensure that we do not behave like ‘those drivers’. New 20-mph restrictions are enforceable by the police 
once the Traffic Regulation Order is in place. This means that the speed limit is legally enforceable, and Thames Valley 
Police support the scheme as part of a wider road safety project. 

Please support this campaign to reduce speed limits from 30-mph to 20-mph. 

Tokers Green News 
Carol Singing:  This was arranged by Michael & Amanda Cooper and Andrew & Fiona Harland again this year and was 
on Sunday December 18th starting at 5pm, with money raised donated to the Air Ambulance. Jeremy and Clare provided 
mulled wine & mince pies to the singers after their tour of the village. As always it was a truly fantastic spectacle to take 
part in or to enjoy from your doorstep. 

Progressive Dinner: We held a Tokers Green Progressive Dinner on Saturday, 12th November. There are a couple of 
photos of some of the group below.  Newcomers to the village may know this type of event as 'Travelling or Safari' 
dinner.  If you are interested in joining us for future dinners, please contact Carole on caroleneville@hotmail.co.uk  for 
more information.  
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Christmas Dinners: We held two very enjoyable dinners in December. On Friday 
9th, 20 men of the village had dinner together at the Pack Horse,  while 18 ladies had 
their dinner on December 16th also at the Pack Horse. 

Playground: There continues to be a rota of local people doing regular inspections of 
the playground. There are also working parties and visits from the Green Gym team 
through the year to keep up the maintenance of the area. If you are willing to paint the 
goalpost in the park,  or if you would be able to offer some help with the regular 
maintenance, please contact bowenje52@gmail.com. 

Defibrillator:  Our local defibrillator (or AED, Automatic External Defibrillator) is 
in a lockable red cabinet at the junction of Rokeby Drive and Gaskells End. The unit 
has needed some replacement parts this year and the lockable cabinet that houses the 
AED, has also needed a refit. This was all funded from reserves from the original village fundraising in 2016. Within the 
next 2 years, more fundraising will be required to be able to fund future maintenance. For any queries, email 
fiona.h2009@hotmail.co.uk  

Tokers Green Pond and Village Green: We planted more daffodils, snowflakes and snowdrops in October at the pond. 
Many thanks to Richard for sourcing the bulbs and Andrew for arranging 
funding from KEPC. And thanks to them plus Henri, Christine, Steve and 
Amanda for planting them all.  

Looking forward we are delighted that the Sonning Common Green Gym will be 
visiting the village pond on March 11th and cutting back & pruning some of the 
trees and bushes.  

After 25 years involvement in the pond, from inception of the idea to transform 
the derelict eyesore that it was into the village asset that it is now for the 
millennium, and ongoing maintenance since, I am stepping back and so if you 
would like to be involved in deciding on plans and/or maintaining the pond and 
village green please contact  michael@jan-janin.co.uk. 

Donations of stamps and printer cartridges: Many thanks to everyone who have donated their used stamps to Teresa 
Heffer, who continues to accept donations either at home (Kewstoke in Rokeby Drive) or in the boxes in the entrance hall 
at the KE school. The stamps are donated to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. The school are also collecting used printer 
cartridges and their recycling provides some funding directly for the school. Since the last Newsletter the school received 
£37.50 in September and £52.10 in November, which is much appreciated in the current climate.  So please continue to 
donate your used cartridges. 

Community Orchard: In October Felicity created a small plot and planted wild flowers. This should look lovely in the 
Spring, especially from the bench in the middle of the orchard. In November and December, we had a couple of sessions 
to plant another round of 13 new fruit trees, and we also replaced 3 cherry trees which did not survive the summer 
drought. Some recent photos below and see here for more information https://www.mapledurhampc.co.uk/community-
orchard  

 

mailto:bowenje52@gmail.com
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A date for the diary: Hopefully, we will be holding our first Wassail on Sunday January 8th and please contact Felicity if 
you would like to help and be involved. More details will be on the village WhatsApp. 

Staying in touch: The village WhatsApp group is very popular and a great way to get the latest news on what is 
happening in Tokers Green, Chazey Heath and Dysons Wood. Anyone wishing to join please contact Mike Foxton on 
07540 955992 or michaelfoxton@hotmail.com  

We have a map of all the houses in the village which helps when a delivery driver asks for directions – you can find the 
map on the KEPC website - look in “Life in the Parish” and then “Village Addresses”.  https://kepc.info/life-in-the-
parish/village-addresses/  

Quiz Team: Following some disruption in the past couple of years, 
the South Oxfordshire Village Quiz League is up and running, with 
one or two minor improvements to the format. The team from Tokers 
Green made a strong start to the 2022/2023 season with a win against 
Highmoor. Unfortunately, a last minute spurt by Stoke Row in our 
second match in November resulted in a narrow defeat for the home 
side. Nevertheless, it was a great evening with much jollity and a 
great set of questions from the Highmoor question-setter. If local 
residents would like to hear more about taking part in the quizzes, 
which take place on weekday evenings roughly once per fortnight 
from November to May, please contact Joanne Humphrey at 
joanne1humphrey@gmail.com. The photograph shows the Tokers 
Green team (seated) as well as the Stoke Row opponents and question-setter Dickie Stacpoole.  

Walking football: Several of us play walking football regularly with Rotherfield Peppard. It is great exercise, with a 
fantastic set of men playing competitively, with sessions twice a week either at HighDown or Bishopswood. There are 
also social events and we recently played a round of Crazy Golf at the new site in Henley plus we had our annual awards 
celebration and a curry at Momo House. 

Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk 

Kidmore End Noticeboard 
I want to say a huge thank you to Jane Mather and Niamh Kendall for volunteering to help put up the new noticeboard in 
Kidmore End, and to Joss and Robert Lynch, who walked down the lane to see how we were getting on and decided that a 
bit more help was needed. 

The first working party arrived at 10 am, which spent half an hour discussing exactly where the noticeboard should go. 
Passersby and neighbours were asked for their thoughts, and after much discussion it was decided that the best place was 
under the willow tree, where walkers would be able to read the notices from the pavement, away from traffic and other 
hazards. 

 
We dug one hole, and we were about to start the next one when Joss and Robert arrived. Robert then rolled up his sleeves, 
grabbed the measuring tape to ensure that the 2nd hole was going to be in the right place, and started digging! After one 
look at the situation, Joss suggested coffee. By the time Joss arrived back with her picnic bag filled with all the essentials 
for making al fresco tea and coffee, the second hole was ready. 

mailto:michaelfoxton@hotmail.com
https://kepc.info/life-in-the-parish/village-addresses/
https://kepc.info/life-in-the-parish/village-addresses/
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Time to think, and have a well-earned cup of something hot, washed down with a biscuit or two. What a treat.  

The noticeboard was unwieldy and heavy, but with 5 of us ready to lift, we knew that we would be able to get the legs in 
the holes. With teamwork in action, the noticeboard was in place, and using 2 spirit levels we were amazed to see that it 
was upright and level. No remedial action required. Niamh and Robert held the noticeboard in place, and Jane and I 
poured in the post-fix concrete (which set in 3 minutes). Job done. 

Thank you to Niamh, Jane, Robert and Joss. The new noticeboard is smart, a great asset to the community, and will last 
for many years to come.  

And just in case you were wondering, one side is lockable for parish council notices, but the other side is available for 
everyone to use for community notices, so please feel free to use the noticeboard. 

Caroline Aldridge 

Castle Grove Camp: Our Ancient Chiltern Landscape  
Castle Grove Camp, near the borders of the South Oxfordshire parishes of Kidmore End, Checkendon and Rotherfield 
Peppard, is a typical Chiltern hillfort. The earthworks are hidden in dense beech woods. Castle Grove and nearby 
Bozedown camp next to the Hardwick Estate are the most southern of the Chiltern hillforts and, according to the 
archaeologist for the Chiltern Conservation Board, Dr Wendy Morrison, little is known about them because they have 
been ‘comparatively neglected’. The woods beyond the playing fields are popular with walkers but it is surprising how 
few know they are walking around a prehistoric monument.  

The Chilterns has one of the largest collections of Iron Age hillforts in 
the UK. A new heritage interpretation board recently erected (in pouring 
rain) at Gallowstree Pavilion will go a long way towards increasing local 
understanding of Castle Grove camp and our local landscape.  

The board is situated on the edge of Gallowstree playing fields facing in 
the direction of the monument. The first of 17 planned for the Chiltern 
area, it aims to make Chilterns hillforts better understood. Gallowstree 
playing fields and Pavilion users, especially the many families who 
come to the ground, will be able to learn about their rich ancient 
surroundings.  

On Friday 30 September the South Oxfordshire Archaeology Group 
SOAG organised an official ‘unveiling’ of the board by local children at 
Gallowstree, with short speeches by the Chair of the Parish Council Dr 
Caroline Aldridge and Dr Wendy Morrison. In steady rain Kidmore End 
Cricket Club bar supplied prosecco to toast the new board. Earlier in the 

afternoon Wendy Morrison, assisted by SOAG’s Jo Morris and her partner, had dug the new boards into position in really 
heavy rain – and despite misgivings the Postcrete set successfully! 

After the unveiling SOAG hosted a meeting at 
Gallowstree Pavilion – very many thanks to Kidmore 
Parish Council for use of the Pavilion. The pouring rain 
may have deterred some but 60 people, including a good 
number of local Kidmore End families, came to enjoy an 
excellent meal available from Bowler Food and the cricket 
club bar. The audience included twins who were 
celebrating their third birthdays, to whom we sang a loud 
happy birthday. 

About a dozen children, several of primary school age, 
enjoyed the SOAG table of artefacts, mainly Roman, on 
display for the children to handle, encouraging questions. 
Organiser of the board, SOAG’s Jo Morris said: 

“It’s important that we give everyone, young and old, the tools to enjoy and appreciate this  
beautiful ancient landscape” 

KEPC Chair Caroline Aldridge, SOAG Secretary Nigel 
Peters, Wendy Morrison Beacons of the Past Manager & 
Jo Morris, SOAG organiser of new board at Gallowstree 

Wendy Morrison and John Sheldon erect heritage board in the rain – and 
the erected board the following day in the sunshine 
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The audience, including the children, listened attentively to the 45-minute presentation on the 
Beacons of the Past hillfort project and what is known about Castle Grove Camp, followed by 
an interesting round up of SOAG’s recent activities by SOAG Secretary, Nigel Peters. There 
was much of local interest in the presentation.  

Since the board’s erection many local users of the ground have expressed real enthusiasm for 
the new board. Thanks go to the Chilterns Conservation Board, Kidmore End Parish Council 
and SOAG for supporting this important addition to the amenities at Gallowstree Playing 
Field.  

Chiltern Conservation Board’s Beacons of the Past Hillfort Project 
Supported and part-funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund and Chiltern Conservation Board, the 4 year Beacons 
of the Past project has provided a focus for community and public involvement. The board at Gallowstree is the first of 17 
information boards planned around the Chilterns.  

The Chilterns AONB is located across four counties - perhaps best known for chalk streams and leafy woodlands, it also 
boasts a large number of prehistoric earthworks. 

Hillforts are a class of prehistoric monument, constructed in Britain from between the  Late Bronze Age and the Middle 
Iron Age [12thc BC and 4th Centuries BC]. They often are not on hills nor used as forts, and may have been used for a 
variety of functions over long timespans, from defended settlements, production sites, or stock enclosures.  

The Beacons of the Past project facilitated remote sensing and survey (LiDAR), practical excavation, detailed research 
and a programme of events and educational activities. A key component of the project, which ended in October, is the 
ground-breaking Chiltern LiDAR survey, covering 1400 km2. Over 1,000 volunteers – ‘citizen scientists’, among them 
local members of SOAG - helped identify, record, and interpret the UK's largest bespoke high-resolution archaeological 
LiDAR survey.  

The Chilterns LiDAR Portal is Launched! 
“Come and help us discover un-mapped archaeology across the Chilterns AONB! Learn more about how LiDAR data is 
collected and processed, and how you can ‘read’ it to discover archaeology hidden in the landscape”. Chiltern 
Conservation Board 2022 

https://www.chilternsaonb.org/flagship-projects/beacons-of-the-
past/#:~:text=The%20Chilterns%20LiDAR%20Portal%20is%20Launched! 

LiDAR,standing for "Light Distance and Ranging," also known as Airborne Laser Scanning (ALS), is a survey technique 
that has been used by archaeologists for nearly 20 years. It has aided in the discovery of new sites and is particularly 
important for its ability to show archaeology beneath tree cover. The technique works using a plane-mounted laser 
scanner which sends out millions of pulses of light towards the ground and detects the reflections. From this data a highly 
accurate “point cloud” is created of everything the light has hit on the earth’s surface. The points are then ‘classified’ for 
whether they are vegetation, buildings, or the ground surface; all of the above-ground points are filtered away, leaving us 
with a "digital terrain model" of the bare earth, which allows us to start to detect archaeology. 

Beacons of the Past website and LiDAR images of Castle Grove Camp, South Oxfordshire 
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/projects/beacons-of-the-past.html 

“I’m very grateful to SOAG for this important initiative and especially 
to Kidmore End Parish for hosting the new interpretation board. The 
Castle Grove hillfort is a significant part of the regional Chiltern 
heritage, but as it is not fully accessible to visit, few people know much 
about its role in prehistory. This board will allow many local and 
visiting people to understand more about the ancient past of the area.”  
Dr Wendy Morrison, Beacons of the Past Project Manager. 

During lockdown SOAG completed a detailed landscape study of 
Goring Heath and part of Kidmore End parishes. SOAG is now 
undertaking a wider landscape study of the southern part of South 
Oxfordshire, which includes recent archaeological investigations in the 
Kidmore End area at Wyfold Grange and in Old Copse Wood. 

South Oxfordshire Archaeology Group (SOAG) lectures are held in Sonning Common Village hall on the last Thursday 
of the month – see programme and membership details: http://www.soagarch.org.uk/events.html. All are welcome to 
attend lectures. SOAG also run local excavations.   

Jo Morris, South Oxfordshire Archaeology Group  

LiDAR image of Castle Grove Camp 

https://www.hlf.org.uk/
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/flagship-projects/beacons-of-the-past/#:%7E:text=The%2520Chilterns%2520LiDAR%2520Portal%2520is%2520Launched
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/flagship-projects/beacons-of-the-past/#:%7E:text=The%2520Chilterns%2520LiDAR%2520Portal%2520is%2520Launched
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/projects/beacons-of-the-past.html
http://www.soagarch.org.uk/events.html
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2022 
 Average 

Minimum 
Temperature 

Average 
Maximum 

Temperature 

 

Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm in 

September 11.5 52 17.5 64 64 2.5 

October 9.5 49 15.6 60 94 3.7 

November 6.9 44 11.5 52 117 4.6 

Rainfall - 3 months to end November 2022 275 10.8 

 

Once again autumn has been warmer than average, with average temperatures for October and November 1.8C higher 
than normal. November was the third warmest November since 1884.  

September started warm but soon became more unsettled. October was generally on the warm side and November was 
mild throughout with fewer frosts than normal.  

The total rainfall in September was near average, with the majority of the rain falling between the 4th and the 9th. The first 
half of October was fairly dry, but a number of days of heavy rain in the second half of the month brought the total back 
up to near the long-term average. November was a wet month with rain falling on more than half the days.   

The wettest day was Sunday October 23, it was a day of intense thundery showers with very strong winds, there were 
reports of a small tornado just south of Reading which brought down quite a few large trees. As the day drew to a close 
the sun emerged from behind the clouds and bathed Kidmore End in a rather strange orange light which really enhanced 
the colours of the autumn leaves, 25mm/1in of rain fell that day.   

There were a total of 38 dry days this autumn, the longest dry spell was 8 days from 14 September. 

I did not record a frost until 20 November when we had both air & ground frosts, this is the second year we have not seen 
frosts in October, there were also no sub-zero temperatures in November.  

Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to November 2022 

 Lowest Highest Highest Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm in 

September 5.7 42 (16th) 22.7  73(12th) 15 0.6 (4th) 

October 3.4  38 (10th) 18.4  65(29th) 25 1.0 (23rd) 

November 0.2  32 (30th) 14.7 58(11th) 19 0.7(2nd) 

 

Chris Brook 

Gardening Update 
Winter Pruning 

I firmly believe that pruning is the prelude to a wonderful show later in the year; summer gardens are made in winter.  

Pruning throughout the winter months is not only necessary, but also deeply rewarding. It can take place over many 
weeks or months and ideally, choose a crisp bright late morning or afternoon to embark upon it, avoiding the freezing 
conditions.  
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You'll need to arm yourself with secateurs, pruning saws and loppers. Gloves or gauntlets are useful for tackling roses, as 
well as a jacket that can bear the tug of rose thorns. It is important to ensure that all your tools are clean and sharp when 
beginning the task; it makes for much lighter work! A handy tip to prevent contamination between plants is to dip or wipe 
your tools in a little bleach water solution. 

The 3 D’s and Crossover  

There are 4 main rules when pruning: Dead, Diseased, Damaged and Crossing branches. Dead wood can be as obvious as 
crumbling wood or branches which are so brittle, they break. On the other hand, it can be a little dubious in winter as to 
whether a branch is still alive or not. One trick is to rub the stem with a finger to see if there's any greenery to indicate life 
- if it's brown and dead, then remove it. Diseased or damaged branches will have an unsightly and unhealthy look to them. 
Once you've completed the first three rules, then examine the shrub or tree to find twigs or branches which crossover. 
These rub against each other causing friction and damage. By now, the shrub will be looking much healthier and have an 
open cup shape. 

Vines  

Vines are best pruned in December and January when they are dormant to prevent sap flow. Established vines growing 
through a trellis or pergola will have last year's whiplike canes. Decide which existing canes you want to keep, creating 
length and structure, and from this framework reduce or prune them back to 2 buds. The buds are small lumps and quite 
hard at this stage and cutting 2cm above the bud allows for some dieback.  Cut just above the 2 buds at an angle.  

Roses 

Last year, I embarked upon heavy-duty rose pruning having decided it had not been tackled properly for years. I now 
admit, that although I did follow my own advice – the 3 Ds and crossover, I had little sleep that night worrying that I'd 
overdone it - haunted by the volume of cut away which had filled the wheelbarrow. 

I need not have worried, last year's rose display was the most floriferous in years - 
they thanked me in the end. Shrub rose pruning will encourage new shoots. Therefore, all areas where frost will kill 
emerging shoots can wait until later in the winter for pruning. Ideally until January early February.  

While each plant is different, follow these basic steps: 

• 3 D’s 
• Cross branches. 
• Remove older and thin twigs. 
• Step back. 

Look to achieve a cup shape in the Rose. Prune to 12 inches /30 cm from the base. Identify the emerging buds and prune 
to an outward facing bud. Cut just above it and at a slant, which allows water to run away from the developing bud. The 
resulting shape will be a low frame from which new green stems will be produced. Young shoots up to 3 years old will 
produce the best flowers, so prune out any older, thicker stems. Carefully bag and remove all prunings and leaves to 
prevent rose disease reinfecting any healthy young growth as it emerges in spring. 

Climbing roses 

These flower repeatedly over the summer and are best pruned fro m December to February. Long whippy shoots can be 
tied during autumn to prevent wind damage. If your climbing rose has not been pruned for some time, you will need to 
remove a few of the oldest, thickest stems by cutting them right down to the base of the plant to encourage new growth. 
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Cut away any remaining leaves and flowers at this stage. Then take a step back to identify its main structural stems. To 
encourage a great display of flowers next summer, all the old flowering side shoots on these main stems need to be cut 
back by roughly two to three strong buds per side shoot. Finish off by firmly tying into the main structural stems onto 
horizontal training wires with lengths of garden twine splaying them out across the wall or garden structure to maximise 
their display. The more horizontal, the better they will flower. 

The main distinction between climbing and rambling roses is that rambling roses typically bloom just once a year, 
producing abundant sprays of smaller flowers. They should be pruned in late summer just after flowering. Climbing roses 
are bigger, more vigorous, and ideal for training up large sturdy structures. Examples include the pale pink flowered 
“Paul’s Himalayan Musk” and the creamy white “Rambling Rector”. 

Wisteria 

A good mnemonic with Wisteria is 2/2 and 7/7; meaning prune to 2 buds in February and 7 in July. Many people find it 
difficult to see the wisteria buds in February, as they are little more than mere bumps along the stem, so cutting back 
branches to 2 inches or a finger's length will do the job. If required, you can train wispy stems into a framework by 
wrapping them around the wires or cutting them to suit the shape. 

And once your pruning is done, sit back and look forward to being rewarded with a splendidly renewed display of life 
later in 2023, in return for all your winter toil.  

Niamh Kendall 
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Winter 2023 

 
Parish Council Meetings: 

 18 January 

 15 February 

 22 March 

 19 April 

 17 May* 

* Not the penultimate Wednesday 
of the month 

 

Friends of Sonning Common 
Library Application form 
 http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-
application 

 

 
Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you 
have any news items or pictures for 
the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, or to the website we’d 
be delighted to hear from you.  
Articles can be sent to editor, 
members of the editorial board or 
directly to the website webmaster – 
see right panel for contact details 

 

The closing date for the next edition 
is 10 March 2023. 

Useful Numbers and Contacts 
 Thames Valley Police,  non-emergency  101 
   emergency  999 
   website   www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)   0800 555 111 
Victim Support     01865 751511 
SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk  01235 422422  
  Open: Mon-Thu  8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
   Fri    8.30 am  - 4.30 pm 
ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes   01865 883433 

     orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways    0845 310 1111 
   https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport    
Fix my Street     http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)  
 Website https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/contact-us/ 
 Telephone 0808 278 7907  
Parish Councillors 

 Parish Council Chairman   
 Caroline Aldridge chairman@kepc.info 
 Iain Pearson   iain.pearson@kepc.info  
 Patrick Malaperiman patrick.m@kepc.info 
 Andrew Harland   andrew.harland@kepc.info  (07747470108) 
 Jim Ducker   jim.ducker@kepc.info 
 Jeffrey Almond   jeffrey.almond@kepc.info 
 Jane Mather   jane.makower.mather@kepc.info  
 Tony Bowley  tony.bowley@kepc.info  
 Candy Mason  candy.mason@kepc.info  
 Clerk to the Council   
 Roger Penfold  clerk@kepc.info (0118 947 3130) 
      
District Councillor 

 Peter Dragonetti   peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk (0118 9844711)  
County Councillor 

 Kevin Bulmer   kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk (07803 005680) 
 
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 
 Bookings:  
 Roger Penfold  0118 947 3130 
Kidmore End Memorial Hall 
 Bookings:  
 Alan Gibbon  alan47b@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editorial Board 
 Caroline Aldridge (Editor) editor@kepc.info (0118 972 3700)    
 Sue Remenyi   sue.remenyi@gmail.com (07791 840 999) 
  
KEPC website   http://www.kepc.info  
 Tony Bowley  webmaster@kepc.info 
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