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During what is proving to be one 
of the severest winters for thirty-
odd years, it is good to note that 
snowdrops are flowering, as I 
type this, and the daffodils and 
other bulbs are already showing 
through what must still be very 
cold soil.  Spring 
will be with us 
very soon, I hope.   

The two bouts of 
snowy weather, either side of 
Christmas, certainly brought out 
what can best be described as 
our British spirit.  I am sure that 
all residents will join me in  
thanking those of our number 
who cleared snow and ice from 
roads and footways, to make 
them more passable.  In the  
Parish, aside from the A4074 – 
Caversham to Crowmarsh – road, 
only Horsepond Road,  
Gallowstree Common is on the 
County Council’s priority list for 
gritting.  That has been the case 
for the best part of 20 years, to 
my knowledge, and I doubt 
whether any other roads will be 
added. 

Since I last reported to you, your 
Council has been approached by 
the Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council about a possible  
affordable housing scheme in the 
Parish.  Following the  
successful completion of a 
scheme in Shrivenham, the  
diocesan authorities have been 
looking at other sites in their  
ownership which might be  
developed for affordable housing, 
in rural settings, on what are 
called, in planning terms, 
“exception sites”.  These are sites 
which would not normally be  
considered for development,  
except for affordable housing.  
One of the sites identified by the 
diocesan authorities is the glebe 

Report from The Chairman of the Parish Council 

land, presently used as a market 
garden, off Wood Lane, Kidmore 
End.  The planning authority has 
apparently indicated to the  
diocesan authorities, albeit  
informally, that it would not reject 
out of hand an affordable housing 

scheme on part 
of the site. 

The Council has 
considered this 

approach at recent meetings, and 
has decided to ask the Rural 
Community Council to undertake 
a housing needs' survey in the 
Parish.  Such a survey would  
update that undertaken in the last 
decade.  If there is no  
measurable local demand for  
affordable housing, it is unlikely 
that the diocesan authorities, or a 
registered social landlord, would 
take any further action on the 
matter.  So each household in the 
Parish should receive a survey 
form during this coming spring, 
with a view to finding 
out whether there are 
residents who are in 
housing need.  May I 
please urge you all to complete 
and return the survey  
questionnaire, so we have as 
large a response as possible. 

Once the survey results are  
available, the Council will give 
further consideration as to 
whether it would support an  
affordable housing scheme.  Rest 
assured that your Council will 
keep you posted on  
developments with this matter. 

The Council is presently engaged 
on two significant projects in the 
leisure and recreation arena.  
One is the replacement of the 
Pavilion at the Gallowstree  
Common Recreation Ground.  
The Council is keen to press 
ahead with this project in 2010, 

and has decided to increase its, 
and therefore, your investment in 
the new premises to £200,000.  
This will entail the Council  
borrowing funds from the Public 
Works Loans Board, to be repaid 
over a number of years.   
However, so far the Council has 
not identified sufficient monies to 
enable the scheme to proceed.  A 
grant application was made to the 
England & Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) more than a year ago, but 
the results are not yet known.  If 
the ECB offer at least £100,000, 
the scheme can go ahead.  We 
remain very hopeful ... 

The other is the refurbishment of 
the play areas at Kidmore End 
and Gallowstree Common, a  
project which is being led by 
Councillor Sue Biggs.  Sue  
secured a PlayBuilder grant of 
£2,000 for a design consultant, 
and we hope she is similarly  
successful in securing a much 

larger grant to 
enable the  
refurbishment 
of at least the 

Kidmore End play area. 

Which leads me neatly to the 
Council’s budget for 2010/11.  In 
the current year, the Council 
adopted a budget which led it to 
issue a precept for £29,000.  As a 
result, the District Council  
included £43.96, on a Band D 
property, in the Council Tax bill 
for this year, for parish council 
purposes.  For next year, your 
Council has adopted a budget 
requiring a precept of £23,500.  
The Parish Council element of 
the Council Tax for a Band D 
property will fall, therefore, to 
£35.43 for the year, or an  
average of 68 pence per week.  I 
suggest that this represents good 
value – I hope you agree. 

Giles Martin (Chairman, Kidmore End Parish Council)  

Dear Resident, 

...affordable housing scheme 
� “exception sites” � market 
garden, off Wood Lane ... 

� housing needs' survey 
in the Parish� 
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Editor’s Notes 

Looking through the contributions 
from others in this newsletter left 
me wondering what there was for 
me to say.  Then I remembered 
that several people had asked me 
to say something about verges 
and speeds.  It was then I  
realised that they had left me with 
the hardest topic of all. 

The reason for this is there are so 
many conflicting strands to the 
argument.  At this time of year, for 
example, verges look at their 
worst anyway and during the 
snow it was not often possible to 
tell where the edges of the tarmac 
were, in any case.  The verges 
will look better as we move in to 
spring. 

Of course, another factor is the 
increase in the amount of traffic.  
Families steadily have more cars 
and so there is extra pressure 
even without any additional 
homes in the parish.  And, for 
example, if a park and ride were 
to be in Mapeldurham, the result 
would be a great increase in the 
number of journeys on our small 
parish roads as people sought 
cross-country routes to get to it. 

Then there is the size of vehicle.  
I know it is fashionable to talk of 
Chelsea Tractors as though all 
other vehicles has a zero  
footprint, but it you ever seen an 
Austin 7 moving along the roads, 
you will appreciate just how much 
wider all cars have become.  In 
recent years we all sit upright and 
cars are shorter, but (and  
especially if we all get more 
obese) we want more and more 
side room.  I was reminded of this 

the other day when talking with 
someone who was just starting to 
learn to drive.  When I learnt to 
drive you still had to stick your 
arm out of the window and wave it 
about to turn left.  Looking back, it 
was a really dangerous thing to 
do, having one hand off the wheel 
for so long.  But anyway I thought 
I would try it again, and  
discovered I now sit so far from 
the side of the car and the  
window cills are now so high, that 
it was impossible to indicate a left 
turn.  So I imagine cars have  
widened a good foot without us 
really noticing.  It is, of course, 
true, that MPVs and Chelsea 
Tractors have widened even 
more.  The same thing is true of 
real tractors, but in spades.  Look 
at one of those lovely Ferguson 
tractors from the 1950s and then 
see it swamped by one of the 
modern giants. 

Curious things have happened to 
roads.  Roads were laid out when 
there were simply horses and 
carts.  They had to be very wide 
so they were still passable in 
muddy winters.  There are lovely 
(if that is the right word) stories of 
people travelling on the upper 
deck of stagecoaches, drinking 
heavily just to keep warm and 
then falling off and drowning in 
the water-filled cart tracks.  Then 
oil-bound gravel and tarmac came 
along and roads could be reduced 
in width.  And they probably 
suited tiny cars and carts of the 
day.  I guess the effective width of 
our roads is actually slightly  
narrower than when they first 
were surfaced due to the lack of 

effective edge  
maintenance 
by the  
highways  
authorities. 

The result of all of this is that 
when people have to pass in  
narrow lanes, they are more  
naturally going to churn up the 
verges.  Now if this were  
Germany, all the roads would be 
nicely made up to concrete edges 
and there would be tarmac  
passing places everywhere.  Oh 
yes, and they would be level, too.  
But this is Southern Oxfordshire; 
enough said.  So what with all 
that and potholes that make you 
swing in and out just to have a 
passably comfortable drive, it is 
hard to see how the verge  
problem will improve. 

So what about speed?  This other 
perennial concern seems the only 
saving grace of poor roads.  If the 
roads were better, speeds would 
be even faster. 

And just in passing, probably the 
greatest hazard of all are the cars 
parked half on the verges and 
half on the carriageways.  It is 
done, no doubt with the best of 
intentions to allow traffic to pass, 
but the result is often to make 
traffic in both directions think it 
can pass, even when it can't and 
for some obscure reason, both 
directions of traffic seem to speed 
up as they approach the  
narrowed road section.  I am sure 
this special case of a 'venturi  
effect' deserves a new name, if 
you can think one up. 

Brian Knapp  (Editor) 

NSPCC Helpline 
In 2008/09 the Helpline counselled over 29,000 callers with worries about a child’s safety of wellbeing.  The 
NSPCC Helpline provides a service for everyone, no matter their age, background or ability.  So if you have 
any worries you can contact the Helpline free and anonymously on 0808 800500 or help@nspcc.org.uk  
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There have been many exciting developments in our quest to get a grant from  
Oxfordshire County Council to improve the play spaces at Butlers Orchard in 
Kidmore End, and at the Cricket Pavilion in Gallowstree Common.  As some of you 
may be aware, Sue Biggs first applied last year.  She was unsuccessful in her first 
application, but was encouraged to apply for a Pathfinder Play Design Grant.  This 
grant would enable us to pay a professional landscape architect to redesign the play 
spaces in our community.  Following the involvement of pupils from Kidmore End 
Primary School and local children in Kidmore End and Gallowstree Common, Sue 
was successful in her application and was awarded a grant of £2000 late in 2009. 

Once we got the grant we were working to a deadline to appoint a designer, have a public meeting, run a 
play space design workshop with the appointed designer and local children and young people, and have a 
design review meeting for the whole community to comment on the proposed designs. 

With the help of Mrs Maul from Kidmore End Primary School, we held our public meeting on 16 January in 
the school.  Many families made it through the snow to participate, and we came away with lots of new 
ideas.  We appointed Carolyn Place as our landscape architect, and following a site visit, also in the snow, 
we decided to hold our play space design workshop in the Parish room on 6 February so that as many  
local children as possible could attend.  This workshop was very well-attended, and the children and young 
people had lots of ideas for Carolyn to take away.  We also gave her all the incredible plans that the children 
from the school had designed. 

As this article goes to press, Carolyn promised to have the plans completed quickly so that the whole  
community could see the proposed drawings by the end of February.  John Tucker from the New Inn has 
agreed to host this public meeting in the pub on Saturday 27 February.  Following this meeting, Sue will 
complete the application for a Playbuilder Capital Grant with the agreed drawings and comments from the 
community to Oxfordshire County Council by 8 March 2010! 

We would like to thank everyone who has taken part in this story, and all the local members of the  
community who have given their time to enable us to get this far and will keep you updated on future, and 
hopefully fruitful developments.  

Play Spaces at Kidmore End and Gallowstree Common 

Caroline Aldridge (972 3700) and Sue Biggs(972 3456) 

FISH 

FISH works within a geographical area that is defined by the homes of the 
patients of the Sonning Common Health Centre.  This means that the majority 
of our clients live in the Sonning Common and Peppard area but also we have 
clients in Binfield Heath.  Not surprisingly, our most popular journeys carried 
out by our volunteer car drivers are to and from the Health Centre. 

Of course, we visit all the hospitals in the area which can often include the hospitals in Oxford and the small 
hospital in Wallingford.  As well as the Royal Berks we increasingly go to the two private hospitals in  
Reading, as they are used more and more for National Health Service treatments.  Probably the most  
popular hospital (if a hospital can ever be popular) is Townlands in Henley on Thames; although it is a  
dilapidated building, it remains small and friendly and efficient with the vast majority of appointments taking 
place at the intended time.  Our drivers are happy to go there as, although parking is limited, they can  
virtually always find somewhere in the grounds to park and up until now, the administration has avoided the 
temptation to use parking charges to subsidise treatment. 

If you need a driver to get you to a medical or dentist’s appointment or want to book up on one of our regular 
bus trips just call 972 3986 or drop in to our office in the Village Hall.  We are open for calls and visitors 
every weekday morning from 9.30 to 11.30. If you cannot get through on the phone, leave a message and 
someone will call you back. 

Continued on page 5 
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Libby and Ella Nolson in their 
stylish accommodations 

Phil Clark (Chairman) 

FISH MINIBUS TRIPS  MARCH 2010 

HENLEY (TESCO) Monday   8, 15, 22, 29 

READING TOWN CENTRE Wednesday  3, 17, 31  

HENLEY TOWN CENTRE Thursday  11, 25 
 

READING (MORRISONS) Wednesday 24   Pick Up 10.00 am  Return 3.00 pm 

 

BUS PASSES ACCEPTED ON THE ABOVE TRIPS ONLY Fare £3.00 

 

THAME MARKET Tuesday 9   Pick up 10.00 am  Fare £6.00 

 

PUB LUNCH Thursday 18   Pick up from 11.30 am Fare £4.00 

For more information on all trips call 0118 9723986,  9.30 – 11.30 am , Monday – Friday, or visit our office in 
the Village Hall 

Pick up from 9.00 am 
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Winter scenes from around the parish. 
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Kidmore End Primary School Spring Fair and Village Day 
On Saturday 22 May, Kidmore End School Primary School will be hosting their very popular annual Spring 
Fair. Combined again this year with the Kidmore End Village day, it promises to be a great day out for the 
family.  

The team of organisers are planning a fun-filled day for people of all ages, with activities including a giant 
slide, bouncy castle, football shoot out, coconut shy, roundabouts, swings and face-painting. There will also 
be a number of different food and drink stalls in a dedicated ‘foodie’ area 

There will be other stalls for shopaholics including cards and stationary, 
cooking equipment, luxury chocolates, interior accessories and gifts, 
beauty products and jewellery. 

Additional stalls will sell plants and flowers, cakes, and there will be many other traditional village stalls.   
Goring & Streatley Brass Band will also perform during the course of the afternoon.  

Joint Chair of Kidmore End School Association, Jo Faithful commented “There is a tremendous amount of 
hard work that goes into the organisation of the Spring Fair. This year is no exception. We are continuing to 
raise the funds required to buy a new adventure playground for the school. Every year this is a highlight for 
the local community, raising vital funds and delivering a fun packed afternoon.” 

The event will be held at in the grounds of Kidmore End School between 2pm and 5pm. Admission is £2 for 
adults – children free.  

� giant slide, bouncy castle, 
football shoot out, coconut 
shy...face-painting... 

Music at Kidmore End 

Music can have a magical effect, transporting us back to childhood. If I ever hear ‘Men of Harlech’ or 
‘Nymphs and Shepherds’ I am immediately 12 years old again, in a dusty music room singing my heart out! 

We value music highly in our school, and have a talented team headed by Mrs Child leading this subject. All 
children in years 3, 4 and 5 learn a musical instrument. Years 3 and 4 learn the recorder and Year 5 the 
clarinet. In addition there are individual music lessons for violin, cello, bassoon, flute and keyboard. 

Mrs Child believes that it is good for children to have something to work towards. We have a huge choir (it is 
cool to sing at Kidmore End!) which has sung as part of a massed choir at the Albert Hall, and at Christmas 
they sang in two Christmas concerts with the South Chiltern Choral Society. This term the children are busy 
rehearsing for the ‘Gospel Show’, our annual Easter production. We are currently on course to be the first 
Oxfordshire school to achieve the Gold Level of the National Sing Up Award. We hope to record our songs 
and sell them to families so we have a lasting record of their achievement. 

Janet Maul (Head teacher) 

News of Events at The Reformation 

Lesley & Allan Quelch  (972 3126) 

You will be pleased to know that our Christmas Draw raised £400 for the Wyfold Riding for the Disabled and 
Nettlebed Sue Ryder Care.  

The charity football match & BBQ on Boxing Day with KEFC went ahead 
despite the snow and £250 was raised for the Thames Valley & Chiltern Air 
Ambulance. 

We are thrilled that The Reformation has recently been shortlisted for Community Pub of the Year Award. 
The pub is one of six finalists for the national award.  The winner will be announced on Wednesday 21 April. 

On Sunday 7 March a Novice Ploughing Day will take place in Gallowstree Common. The fundraising event 
gives anyone the opportunity to try their hand at vintage ploughing on a Fordson or Ferguson tractor. 

Our annual celebrations of St George's Day (23 April) will happen again this year.  Dust of your armour & 
swords! 

� shortlisted for Community 
Pub of the Year Award... 



 

 

The Parish Church 

Easter is a little earlier this year [4 April], but we start to prepare for it in Lent, during which, on the five 
Wednesdays following Ash Wednesday [17 February], we will be holding our Lent Course, at Christ the King 
Church, in Sedgewell Road, at 7.30pm [For those who prefer, there will be an afternoon session, as well, at 
2pm]. This year’s course is “When I  Survey��..Christ’s cross and ours”; the course material includes an 
audio tape containing five 14-minute radio-style starters [to promote group discussion], with Canon Simon 
Stanley putting questions to a team of panellists - General Sir Richard Dannatt GCB CBE MC - Chief of the 
General Staff and professional head of the British Army until his recent retirement. 

Canon Dr Christina Baxter - Principal of St John’s Theological College, Nottingham and Lay Chair of the 
General Synod of the Church of England Revd John Bell - Sacred music specialist from the Iona Community 
and an ordained minister of the Church of Scotland. 

Revd Dr Colin Morris - Former President of the Methodist Conference and Head of Religious Broadcasting at 
the BBC. 

The five sessions are: Darkness at Noon - Into great Silence - The Child on the Cross - Outside a City Wall - 
Touching the Rock 

Everybody is welcome at these meetings [you don’t have to be a church member and you don’t have to  
attend every session].  The study is not too intense, nobody is forced to speak, and we do offer a cuppa and 
a biscuit or two! 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Neil Scott (Lay Chairman, On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 
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Springtime Clean Up  

For the last few years there has been no organised litter clear up in the Parish but the Parish Council asks 
all residents to do their bit to keep the Parish clean and tidy.  If everyone kept the verges outside and near 
their properties free of litter and if walkers and dog owners took a plastic bag with them and picked up just a 
few items of litter it would do much to help maintain our beautiful countryside. 

Verdant the District Council Waste Contractor will provide litter picks, jackets, gloves etc. and will pick up 
litter if pre-arranged for community litter picks.  Equipment can be picked up from the SODC Council Offices 
in Crowmarsh.  Why not get together with your neighbours and organise a litter blitz.  If you want help from 
Verdant their equipment etc. is fairly booked up for March so April would be a good month.  
Contact Matthew Beesley, Recycling Education Officer on 01865 409576 or by email  
Matthew.beesley@verdant-group.co.uk.   

Women’s World Day of Prayer is on the 5 March.  This year the service has been prepared by Christian 
women of Cameroon, and our local service will be hosted by All Saints’, Peppard, commencing at 2.00pm. 
All are welcome – men, women and children. 

On Mothering Sunday, 14 March, we hope to see a good number of families [including Dads] at our 11.00am 
service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children, for their mothers.  This service 
is early enough to leave heaps of time to take Mum out to lunch or to visit Grandma!  Everybody welcome.  

Palm Sunday, this year, is on 28 March.  As usual the service will begin in the school, with the distribution of 
palm crosses, after which we will process to the church. 

On Maundy Thursday, 1 April, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper - 8pm, at St John’s.  This is 
a joint service with All 
Saints’. 

The Good Friday  
ecumenical  
Procession of  
Witness, is on 2 April.  
All are welcome, 
young or old, to join in 
this event, which 
starts from Christ the 
King car park, at 
10am.  Hopefully, the 
snow will have ended 
by then! In the  
afternoon, we have our Good Friday Service of Meditation, with music, at St John’s, at 2pm - for an hour.  

All of this is leading to Easter, the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the 
Christian church - and the day when all Christians attend church, don’t they?  

The arrangements for Easter Day [4 April] are noted above.  Everybody welcome; we expect a full church, at 
9.30am and 11.00am 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 25 April, following the 10am service, at Christ 
the King Church, Sonning Common.  Once again, we hope for a generous response to the collection for 
Christian Aid, during May Our clergy and members wish all readers a Happy Easter. 

 5 March Women’s World Day of Prayer - All Saints’  2pm 

 14 March Mothering Sunday - St John’s 11am service 

 28 March Palm Sunday 

 1 April Maunday Thursday (the Commemoration of the Last Supper) 

 2 April Good Friday Procession of Witness - Christ the King 10am 

  Good Friday Service of Meditation - St Johns 2pm 

 4 April  Easter Sunday 8.00am Eucharist at St John’s 

   9.30am Eucharist at Christ the King 

   11am Sung Eucharist at St John’s 

 25 April Annual Parochial Church Meeting (Christ the King) 
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Kidmore End Pre-School 

Best wishes,  Caroline Aldridge (Pre-school Manager, 972 3700)  

We had a very busy December, 
with the highlights being our  
beautiful Christmas Performance 
for which the children dressed up 
in their finest angel / shepherd / 
nativity costumes, followed by our 
fantastic Christmas Party.  Uncle 
Charlie entertained the children in 
the morning, and our 
very special visitor,  
Father Christmas, 
brought us all some 
snow and gave out the 
presents.  It was a very festive 
moment, and just the right  
atmosphere to start off the  
Christmas holidays! 

Of course, we have had lots of 
snow for the start of 2010, and I 
would like to thank the parents 
and children for being so patient 
with us on the days that we had to 
close the preschool due to the  
inclement weather.  This term, the 
children are learning all about 
‘Colours and Festivals’.  We 
started January with White and  
Silver, and finished with Blue.  The 
Parish Rooms are full of all the 
wonderful artwork that the children 
have produced.  On the 22

nd
 and 

25
th
 of January, we celebrated 

Update on Reading's Transport Innovation Fund Bid 

Since the last newsletter there hasn't been a meeting of the SOTIG group.  However, phase one of  
Reading's Transport Innovation Fund bid for £58m has been submitted and will be assessed by the  
Department for Transport.  Phase one is centred around a Low Emissions Zone (LEZ) in Reading town  
centre from late next year. 

Recently Wokingham Borough Council signed up as level 1 partners with Reading, giving them equal parity 
with Reading.  Oxfordshire County Council have signed up at level 2, Hampshire County Council and  
Bracknell Forest Council have all signed at levels 2 or 3, West Berkshire County Council is currently staying 
out of the TIF bid process.  The voting structure means that Reading & Wokingham have two votes with  
Oxfordshire and Hampshire with one vote each.  It is possible to change levels and to withdraw from the 
scheme. 

Phases two and three of the bid which have funds of up to £380m could be linked to congestion charging if 
traffic levels remain above set level, despite the public transport projects.  These phases of the bid would 
provide funding for some major projects including the third Thames bridge.  But as discussed in the last 
newsletter with the upcoming election it is unknown how this bid will proceed. 

Burns Night, and on Wednesday 
27

th
 it was time to visit church for 

the Little Lambs service.  In  
February, we celebrated  
Candlemas Day on 2nd,  
Valentine’s Day, Shrove Tuesday 
(a bit late) on 23

rd
, Chinese New 

Year on 25th and attended the  
Little Lambs 
service on 31

st
.   

Throughout the 
month, our  
colour was 

Red. 

Our festivals and colours for 
March are St. David’s Day on 
March 1, the Hindu festival of  
colours, Holi, on March 8,  
Mothering Sunday on 14

th
 and  

St Patrick’s Day on 17
th
, with our 

colours being Yellow, Green and 
Multicolours and Easter. 

There are two dates for your  
diaries.  We are going to have an 
Open Afternoon on Monday 8 
March, 1.30-2.30 pm.  For more 
details, please contact our  
registrar,  Claire Ashley (details 
below).  We have started to  
organise our main fund-raising day 
of the year, our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. This year, we are planning 

to organise the event on Sunday 
28 March, between 2 and 4 pm at 
the Gallowstree Cricket Pavilion.  
If you would like tickets, they are 
priced at £3 each and can be  
obtained from Adele Hawkes on 
972 4845. 

We have had a slight change in 
the committee since I last updated 
you all with news from the  
pre-school. George Zaris has 
stepped down from being chair, 
and has moved back to his PR 
role.  Gemma Malaperiman has 
stepped forward to take on the 
role as chair, and the vacated role 
of treasurer has been filled by 
Sian Allen. 

Our numbers are looking healthy, 
but we do have a few sessions 
available if you would like your 
child to come along.  Our  
pre-school is very small and 
friendly.  Session numbers are  
limited to 14 children.  If you would 
like to learn more, please contact 
Claire Ashley on 972 1004,  
although she would prefer to hear 
from you via e-mail at  
claireljashley@googlemail.com. 
Otherwise, check our website at 
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk. 

 8 March  Open afternoon  

 28 March Easter Egg Hunt  
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Kidmore End Cricket Club 

The club season begins on 17 April, when Kidmore End 1st XI entertains Wokingham 2nds at Gallowstree 
Common with a 1 pm start.  Opponents in the npower Village Cup 
are unknown at the time of writing. 

Morrant Thames Valley League matches begin on 8 May, with the 
1st XI playing at home against Boyne Hill.  The 2nd XI is away to 
Tring Park 3rds, while the 3rd XI plays North Maidenhead 3rds at 
Highmoor.   

Thames and Chilterns Sunday Competition matches begin on 
16 May, when the 1st XI is away to Tiddington.  New players are always welcome.   
Please contact Jeff Sheldon (07735-568866) or Christopher Pigden (07976-292805) to express an interest. 

The Junior 2010 season begins with outdoor training on Monday, 26 April, weather permitting.  Training 
sessions are 6.30pm to 8pm  

 Monday  U7/8 boys and girls and U13 boys  
 Tuesday U13 girls and U11 boys  
 Wednesday U9 and U15 boys  
 Thursday U17 boys will train with senior members 

We intend to maintain our ability to provide quality cricket for nearly 200 youngsters, but we will be relying 
heavily on parental input across the range of the club’s activities.  So mums and dads, please don’t be shy in 
stepping forward as every little helps!  Any enquiries about junior cricket should be directed to Rob Potter.   

Keith Atkinson  (972 2844) 

17 April  Club Season starts 

26 April  Junior 2010 starts 

 8 May Morrant league starts 

 16 May Thames & Chiltern Sundays 

Kidmore End Pond and House. 
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Winter scenes from around the parish. 

Libby and Ella check out the icicles at KE Primary School  
and also having fun with their new friends! 



 

 

I have been conducting high visibility patrols in the area as often as possible.  The continuing issue 
that has been reported to me is the matter of parking around the school.  I am aware that there are 
no double yellow lines, but if your vehicle is causing an obstruction to other road users or pedestrians, this is 
classed as inconsiderate parking and tickets can be issued accordingly.  If I could politely ask parents and 
guardians to think about the position of their car when parking I would be very grateful. 

There have been a few burglaries recently in Kidmore End and the surrounding areas.  Please be vigilant for 
any suspicious activity and report anything unusual to the police.  If we all do this, I am sure this will have a 
positive impact on the community. 

There is a “Have Your Say” Meeting being held at Kidmore End School on Friday 12 March between 8:30am 
and 9:30am.  This is a great opportunity for you to air any concerns.  Please come along if there are any 
issues you would like to raise. 

If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on the police non 
emergency number 0845 8505505 or email:  NettlebedNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk  
or SonningCommonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.  

Please note these email addresses cannot be used to contact Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for 
any urgent matters.  For emergencies please call 999.  Alternatively you can visit the force website at 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk to view information on your neighbourhood. 

Kidmore End Policing 

PCSO Lisa Wallman (Henley Rural Neighbourhood Team) 
lisa.wallman@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

Your Mobile Library 

Oxfordshire County Council Mobile Library visits Kidmore End parish on Tuesdays every other week, parking 
at the locations and times as shown below:- 

Tokers Green........................... Rokeby Drive ................................1:35 - 2:00 pm 

Chalkhouse Green................... Telephone Box .............................2:15 - 2:30 pm 

Kidmore End ............................ New Inn ........................................2:35 - 2:45 pm 

Gallowstree Common .............. The Reformation...........................2:55 - 3:10 pm 

The dates they will visit are: March 9,  23 

 April  6, 20 

 May  4, 18 

 June  1, 15,  29 

This and further information is available online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries then click Mobile  
Libraries. Needless to say, continued patronage is required if the service is to continue! 
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KEEP has been considering how to stay in touch with people who are interested in its activities and has 
added a Twitter link to its web site and a blog should follow.  If you don't know what Twitter is, then ask any 
teenager, but it is basically a way of announcing short messages to those who want to stay in touch.  If you 
become a follower then you will see automatically any messages that have been posted. 

And, of course, there is a short welcome message waiting for you to read now.  Just go to 
www.twitter.com/keepnews 

KEEP 

Jeremy Dean 
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Local Weather Report: 2009/2010 

 Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cel Fahr Cel Fahr mm in 

November 4.3 39 11.3 52 170 6.7 

December 1.0 33 4.9 40 118 4.7 

January -2.1 29 2.9 37 97 3.8 

Rainfall - 3 months to the end of January 385 15.2 

   

Total rainfall during the 12 months Feb 2009 to Jan 2010 807 31.8 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the last 6 months to October 

 Lowest  Highest 

November 0.2C 32F (9
th
) 15.7C 60F (1

st
) 

December -9.2C 16F (23
rd

) 11.4C 52F (6
th
) 

January -8.2C 17F (5
th
) 9.9C 50F (17

th
) 

Derek Brown (972 3895) 

This is nearly 18 % above the normal average twelve month figure of 685mm (27 in) or 57 mm (2¼ in) per 
month. 

In both November and December, there were only six days each month that there was no precipitation – rain 
or snow. 

The rainfall amount during this three month period has been well over half of the average annual rainfall, 
restoring the upward trend of the average figure. 

Included in this rainfall is the equivalent of 228 mm (9in) of snow during December together with over 355 
mm (14 in) in January.  

Overnight, during the twelve hour period of 5
th
 and 6

th
 January, 280 mm (11 in) of snow fell on the ground. 

The prediction of a professional freelance forecaster, mentioned in the last issue, that it would be a white 
Christmas, turned out to be correct!  

In December, there were seventeen nights when the temperature went below 0C ( 32F) and three days 
when it failed top rise above 0C (32F).  

In January, the figures were twenty three and six respectively. 
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Welcome everyone to a new year in the garden.  It has been a bit of a tough time 
for gardens and gardeners!  Hopefully we have seen the last of the snow, but there 
will still be frosty nights so try not to tidy up all the snow-damaged plants too soon. 

Lawn Care  All lawns have taken a beating this winter.  Try not to walk on your 
lawn if it is wet and waterlogged, or frozen.  As soon as the weather warms up a bit 
and the grass starts to grow, the bare patches will soon vanish.  At this point, treat 
your lawn with either a propriety ‘weed and feed’ fertilizer, or a fertilizer that promises to encourage ‘green 
growth’.  Last year was a fantastic year for encouraging dandelions.  It is best to spot treat the larger ones 
with ‘Round-up’ or a similar glyphosate-based herbicide, although it is possible to dig up the smaller plants.  
Take care to remove the entire tap root. Just leaving a little bit will enable the dandelion to grow again! 

Snow Damage  Many trees and shrubs are showing signs of damage.  It is possible to stick broken 
branches back together with some insulation tape.  Larger branches should be sawn off using a pruning 
saw.  Make a small cut underneath the branch, and then cut from the top.  This method enables you to make 
a clean cut without any snags or damaging the bark.  Smaller branches can be pruned using secateurs.   
It is important to use the right tools for this job to prevent more damage to your precious shrubs.   

Good hygiene is also important.  Wash your tools regularly and dry.  Wiping the blades with methylated spirit 
is also a good idea.  Many grasses and other evergreen plants have been beaten to the ground.  The 
grasses can be cut back, but I would wait for the weather to warm up a little before doing this.  Evergreen 
plants can be staked (or pruned).  Some of your more tender plants may be exhibiting quite a bit of die back.  
Do not despair just yet.  Give the plants time.  They may recover.  Leave them alone until there are no more 
frosts before removing the dead bits.  If there is no sign of growth by the summer, then the plant is probably 
dead.  Don’t despair; treat this unhappy event as a new planting opportunity!   

The crowns of tall, thin conifers may have been ‘split’ by the snow.  You can use wire covered in old hose 
pipe to ‘belt’ the crown back together again.  You can also use this method to stake shrubs that have gone 
‘wonky’ due to the weight of snow. 

Colour  The first spring bulbs are now appearing.  As the weather warms up, cut back dead herbaceous 
stems and brush out leaves from the border so that nothing hides these precious flowers, and you remove 
the dead leaves that can harbour slugs and snails. 

Beginner’s Veggie Patch  It’s now time to catch up on all the digging that you could not do earlier in the 
winter because of the awful weather!  If it is still too cold to go to the garden, just look at your seed and  
vegetable catalogues.  It’s nearly time to sow peas, sugarsnaps, mange toutes and lettuces in the  
greenhouse.  Just make sure that you clear somewhere so that you can plant out the resulting seedlings.  

Gardening 

Happy Gardening 

Caroline Aldridge (972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society 

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society held in the Visual Audio Room at Chiltern Edge School 
2010 Programme starts with:- 

March 10  Lyn Miles on Foxgloves, Campanulas and Euphorbias 

March 27  The Annual Spring Show held in the Hall at the School. 

April 28  Mike Darnan, Master Composter to talk on his work at the Greenshoots 
  Peppard Common. 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 0845 8505 505 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  e-mail: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 
Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 

Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 e-mail orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman: Giles Martin 972 2365 

Parish Council Vice-Chairman: Roddy Young 972 2097 

Clerk to the Council: Roger Penfold 947 3130 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 940 2299 

Robert Peasgood 972 1877 
e-mail rob@peasgood.net 

County Councillor 

Carol Viney 01491 680887 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm 
 (01491 578267) 

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 
 (01491 572129) 

Services also available at: (call above numbers for an appointment) 

Sonning Common (Health Centre)  11 am - 2 pm (2nd & 4th Tue) 
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 1 pm (Tuesdays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 1 pm (Thursdays) 

CAB website www.adviceguide.org.uk 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 972 2247 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 

Spring 2010 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Let us know 
by contacting one of the editors. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles should be sent to 
one of the editors.  

The closing date for the next edition 

is Friday 14 May 2010. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Spring Diary 

3 Mar FISH - Reading Town trip ......... p5 

5  Mar Women’s World Day of Prayer .p9 

7  Mar Novice Ploughing Day .............. p7 

8  Mar KE Pre-Sch Open afternoon .....p10 

  FISH - Tesco trip ...................... p5 

9 Mar FISH - Thame Trip.................... p5 

10 Mar CEHS Lyn Miles talk ................. p15 

11 Mar FISH - Henley Town trip............ p5 

14 Mar Mothering Sunday..................... p9 

15 Mar FISH - Tesco trip ...................... p5 

17 Mar FISH - Reading Town trip ......... p5 

18 Mar FISH - Pub Lunch ..................... p5 

22 Mar FISH - Tesco trip ...................... p5 

24 Mar FISH - Reading Morrisons trip...p5 

25 Mar FISH - Henley Town trip............ p5 

27 Mar CEHS Annual Spring Show ......p15 

28 Mar Palm Sunday ............................ p9 

  Easter Egg Hunt ....................... p10 

29 Mar FISH - Tesco trip ...................... p5 

31 Mar FISH - Reading Town trip ......... p5 

1 Apr Maunday Thursday ................... p9 

2 Apr Good Friday.............................. p9 

4 Apr Easter Sunday.......................... p9 

17 Apr KECC Season start................... p11 

23 Apr St George's Day ...................... p7 

25 Apr Parochial Church Meeting......... p9 

26 Apr KECC Junior 2010 start ............ p11 

28 Apr CEHS Mike Darnan talk ............ p15 

8 May KECC Morrant league start ....... p11 

16 May KECC Thames & Chiltern start .p11 

22 May KE Pri School Spring Fair ......... p7 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 24 Mar 

 21 Apr 

 19 May 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  

including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@keepnews.org)  

Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com) 972 3895 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 972 1001 

Sue Rowland (sue@srlegal.net) 972 3107 

Newsletter website www.kepc.info 
 e-mail webmaster@kepc.info 


