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As I look back over 2010, which 
is drawing to a close, I think it fair 
to say that the year has certainly 
been eventful for your Council.  
The year started with snow, and if 
the current forecasts are correct, 
we may well have more, by the 
time you read this! 

One of the most significant  
matters this year has been the 
replacement of the Pavilion at the 
Gallowstree Common Recreation 
Ground.  I gather that there will 
be a more detailed report  
elsewhere in the 
Newsletter 
about this.   
Suffice it to say 
the old Pavilion, 
which had 
served the  
Parish for over 50 years, was 
demolished in October, and its 
replacement is already well 
above ground level.  Your Council 
expects the replacement building 
to be handed over, and in use, in 
May next year. 

It has not been an easy ride  
getting the project to this stage, 
and your Council is still, it seems 
to me, having to jump through 
hoops to satisfy some of our  
external funding partners. 

The outcome of the housing 
needs’ survey was not dissimilar 
to the result of the survey in 
2004.  The survey has  
demonstrated that some units of 
affordable housing are needed in 
the Parish, for people with local 
connections.  It was clear that 
respondents did not favour the 
use of part of the glebe land in 
Kidmore End for affordable  
housing, so the Council’s  

Report from The Chairman of the Parish Council 

Affordable Housing Sub-
Committee – Sue Biggs, Brian 
Knapp and John Swift – are  
exploring other possible sites. 

It does seem that the days of the 
three remaining public telephone 
kiosks are numbered.  Very little 
use is made of them, and BT has 
indicated that the telephones may 
be removed from them.  In that 
event, your Council has agreed to 
buy the boxes for the princely 
sum of £1 each, to ensure their 
retention in the street scene.  

There is something 
of an irony here, in 
that the Parish 
Council, back in 
the early days of 
the twentieth  
century, supported  

financially the introduction of the 
telephone service in the Parish. 

Whilst on the subject of  
communications, may I  
encourage you to take part in the 
BT “competition” for the provision 
of fibre optic cables in the area, 
and thus enable high speed 
broadband.  See “Do you want 
high speed Internet in your area?” 
on page 10 for more details. 

Continuing the theme of services 
and infrastructure, the M1 bus 
service, through Gallowstree 
Common, Kidmore End and 
Chalkhouse Green, is subsidised 
by the County Council.  The  
contract runs out in June 2011.   
It would seem, from the statistics 
supplied by the County Council 
that few people use the service – 
on the 8 days surveyed by the 
County Council, no one got on 
the bus in Kidmore End or  
Chalkhouse Green.  Your Council 

has urged the County Council to 
continue to subsidise the service, 
but it does seem likely that the 
service will be reduced to only 
some days a week, rather than 
six, or be lost altogether.  As I 
know I said when the service was 
last reviewed in 2007, “Use it or 
lose it”.  I really now fear we are 
in danger of the latter. 

Finally, I was very sad to receive, 
at the beginning of October, the 
resignation, as councillor, of Sue 
Rowland.  As you may well have 
read in the “Henley Standard”, 
Sue was first elected to Council in 
May 1999.  Latterly, she was our 
Allotments Manager, and was 
working towards bringing the  
allotments in Cane End, which 
have not been used for that  
purpose for over 60 years, back 
into use.  Sue’s perceptive  
comments and observations will 
be sorely missed at our meetings.   

The Clerk advertised the vacancy 
for parish councillor, as required 
by the law.  Nobody has thus far 
expressed any interest, in writing, 
in being co-opted as a councillor.  
As there are now less than six 
months until the normal elections 
in May 2011, the Council could 
legitimately “carry” the vacancy 
until then.  On the other hand, if 
there was a willing volunteer,  
especially one from Tokers Green 
– now that the village is not  
represented on the Council – that 
would be good. 

It just remains for me to offer you 
my best wishes for the season.  I 
do hope that you have a Merry 
Christmas, and you all enjoy a 
happy and prosperous 2011. 

Giles Martin (Chairman, Kidmore End Parish Council)  

Dear Resident, 

The survey has demonstrated 
that some units of affordable 
housing are needed in the 
Parish... 
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Tokers Green Carol Singing 

This year's annual Carol Singing around the village will be taking place on Tuesday 21st December, and we 
will be supporting the Wyfold Riding for the Disabled with the donations raised. 

Everyone is very welcome to come along and join in - the start will be at Elm Road at 6.30 pm.  Afterwards 
there will be refreshments and the chance to warm up again with the help of mulled wine and mince pies. 

Last year we raised over £50 for Sue Ryder, in spite of the heavy snowfall that day (but which made a  
fantastic setting for the evening!). 

Look out for posters around the village nearer the date. 

Further details are also available from Fran Plows on 0118 9478823 

Editor’s Notes 

During the last couple of months there has been a flurry of Parish activity about the  
Pavilion and Rural Exception Site discussions around the Glebe lands.  Both of those 
have moved forward and will be covered under the articles on the Pavilion and  
Affordable Housing.   

Then, I have to report the retirement from formal parish activities of Sue Rowland. But 
that is all very serious stuff, so as my contribution to this  issue, I have added a seasonal 
story  about Santa Claus, a dalmatian, snow and magic which I hope you may feel like 
reading out to your children or grandchildren. It is towards the end of the newsletter. 

Brian Knapp  (Editor) 

After many years of devoted service, 
Sue Rowland has decided to retire from 
the Parish Council and also the  
Newsletter Editorial Board.  That really 
is a shame, but we have not been able 
to persuade her to reconsider.  So, 
while we wish Sue all the best, and 
hope she will continue to add the odd 
article, we do now have a vacancy for a 
board member.   

What is really needed is some kind soul 
to help Derek in his valiant attempts to 
get parish news stories, so you need to 
be well connected.  Please let me know 
if you feel you can be a newshound for 
the parish. 

Ed. 

Editorial board 
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FISH 

FISH MINIBUS TRIPS December 2010 

HENLEY (TESCO) Monday 6, 20 and Tue 14
 Pick Up 9.00 am. 
READING TOWN CENTRE Thursday 16, Tue 21
 Pick Up 9.00 am. 
READING (MORRISONS) Wednesday 15  Pick Up 10.00 am 
HENLEY FARMERS MARKET Thursday 23  Pick Up 9.00 am. 

BUS PASSES ACCEPTED ON THE ABOVE TRIPS ONLY Fare £3.00 except where stated 

LEISURE TRIPS 

XMAS GARDEN CENTRE LUNCH Monday 13 Pickup from 11.00am Fare £4.00 
Bicester Avenue 

CHRISTMAS PUB LUNCH Wednesday 9 Pickup from 11.30am Fare £4.00 

NT WADDESDON MANOR Friday 10  Fare £8.00 

For more information on all trips call 0118 9723986,  9.30 – 11.30 am,  
Monday – Friday or visit our office in the Village Hall, Sonning Common 

The Parish Church 

The occasion of the 20th anniversary of Father Graham’s induction as Vicar of this  
Parish was marked by a special service in St John’s.  The church was full, the Bishop 
of Dorchester preached and we had a most enjoyable party in the school, afterwards. 

One good party was soon followed by another – our Harvest Lunch, for which the school hall was just about 
large enough. 

Our sincere thanks go out to all those who contributed to the success of the Christmas Fair, the income from 
which [shared with the school] will bring some relief, however temporary, to the Church’s Treasurer and our 
Finance Committee. 

And so to our Christmas arrangements, which are: 

Fri 17 Dec Service of Carols and Readings 7.30pm in St John’s Church. [Followed by refreshments] 

Fri 24 Dec Christingle Service   4.30pm in Christ the King Church, Sonning Common 

  Midnight Mass  11.00pm in St John’s Church 

Sat 25 Dec Family Eucharist with Carols  9.30am in Christ the King 

  Family Eucharist with Carols  10.30am in St John’s 

Sun 26 Dec Parish Eucharist  11.00am, at St John’s 

 

We would wish, at this time, to record our appreciation of the Christian fellowship we have enjoyed with  
Father Chris Bester [St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church] during his time in this community.  We will miss 
him – not least his participation in our Lent Study Groups – and we wish him a long and happy retirement. 

The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January, each year.  
Look out for details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion. 

On Sunday 30 January, All Saints, Peppard will join with us for a united service, at 10.30am in Christ the 
King Church.  There will be no morning service at St John’s, that day. 

Our clergy and church members wish the Editors and all readers a Happy Christmas. 

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 
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New Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 

At last the project to replace the ageing pavilion at Gallowstree Common is under way.  The construction 
company Hale’s took over the site on 27 September 2010.  After site preparation the Pavilion was  
demolished and the whole area cleared to make way for the new building.  One of the bricks was salvaged 
from the old pavilion and has been retained for use in the construction of the new building.   

The foundations of the building were laid in early October quickly followed by the suspended floor.  The walls 
will now be built and we hope that (weather permitting) they will be completed by Christmas.   

A ground source heat pump will be installed in the next few weeks to provide all the hot water and heating for 
the pavilion.  This is an exciting time and we are all looking forward to seeing the new building grow over the 
coming weeks 

The Fundraising Committee continues in their quest to secure enough funding to complete the project to a 
high standard.  We are very grateful to the many businesses and individuals that have contributed so far to 
this very worthy cause.  If you would like to make a contribution please contact The Chairman of the Playing 
Fields Committee  Roddy Young  07850782546 or email roderick46@fsmail.net 

 
PLEASE NOTE:   During the construction period of the Pavilion there will be very limited parking at the  
recreation ground, and we ask that residents are patient during this time.  If residents have any issues or 
concerns please contact Roddy Young on the number or email given above. 

Roddy Young - Chairman Paying Fields Committee 

26 November 2010 
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Kidmore End Christmas Fair 

Local celebrity and X Factor sensation Danyl Johnson treated locals to a private gig when he opened the 
Kidmore End Christmas Fair last Saturday.  Joined by his guitarist Nick Burrage, Danyl performed two songs 
for the delighted crowd in St John the Baptist Church in Kidmore End.  He then joined the congregation in 
church to sing a few Christmas carols.  The Fair then went on to raise over £5.5k.  The money will go  
towards new teaching equipment and books for the school and to support the day to day running of the 
church. 

Mrs Maul, the Head of Kidmore End Primary School said, “We were delighted to have Danyl Johnson open 
our Christmas Fair.  The children and parents were excited to have such a well known celebrity present and 
many of our pupils have been taught by Danyl when he was involved with local drama schools.  He is a  
delightful young man and a great inspiration to our own talented pupils.  Our thanks go to him of course but 
also to the parents, members of the church, sponsors and supporters for making this such a successful and 
fun event.” 

Father Graham, Rector at St John The Baptist Church added; “It’s not every day that you have a talent like 
Danyl Johnson singing in your church.  The atmosphere was tremendous and we are very grateful to Danyl 
for sparing so much time to help us.  The funds we were able to raise will support the work of the church and 
we appreciate the generosity of everyone who attended the Fair this year.” 

Visitors to the Fair had the chance to buy everything from toys, cakes and Christmas decorations to spa 
treatments and try their luck at the raffle and bottle stall.  The silent auction featured a wide range of great 
lots from local businesses and donated by generous supporters of the church and school.  Father Christmas 
was there too and kept very busy taking early orders from the children visiting the Fair.  

Judy Osborn 

Tara Taylor Photography Ltd Warren Gardener, 5 and Luke Handley,7 with his brother Daniel, 3  
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News of the Fallen  

In the last edition of the  newsletter, I asked whether anyone had news of the people whose names appear 
on the  parish war memorial. I was delighted with the response.  In particular, Graham Old wrote to me with 
these two pictures from Frank Old showing  Frank's uncles, Alfred Old and Harvey Old. He also supplied 
these details. 

HARVEY GEORGE OLD 

Born:  12th April 1890 

Rank:  Lance Corporal 

Regiment:  Canadian Infantry (Manitoba  
  Regiment)  

Died:  16/10/1916 

Buried:  Kidmore End Churchyard 

Son of Alfred and Elizabeth Old of Kidmore End  

He emigrated to Canada with his brother in 1910 
and joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force to 
return for the First World War. 

ALFRED EDWIN OLD 

Born:   17th August 1895 

Rank:  Private 

Regiment:  Queen's Own  
  Oxfordshire Hussars 

Died:  4th July 1917 

Buried:   Templeux-le-Guerard  
  British Cemetery  
  Somme, France. 

Son of Alfred and Elizabeth Old of 
Kidmore End 

Note the rather large sword hanging 
from Alfred's belt, sadly not much use 
against bullets and artillery in the 
Somme. 



 

 

Kidmore End Pre-School 

Best wishes,  Caroline Aldridge (Pre-school Manager, 972 3700)  

We had a very busy summer, so I 
will start with news about the  
Parish Room.  This has been 
cleaned from top to toe.  The  
cupboards that the Pre-school use 
have been cleared out and  
reorganized.  The toys have been 
sorted out, and any broken ones 
have been disposed of.  New, 
tamper-proof water heaters have 
been put into the cloakrooms.  In 
addition, the Chiltern Centre 
group, which regularly uses the 
Parish room, has put a new  
microwave into the kitchen area 
for everyone to use.  

Now for our staff news.  Our two 
new members of staff, Sarah 
Cleall and Claire Ashley, have  
settled in well.  They have both 
started a QCF Child Care course 
at Henley College (no longer 
NVQ3), and should be qualified by 
summer 2011.  Congratulations go 
to Tanya Marshall who attained 
her NVQ3 over the summer.  She 
will start further training in the New 
Year as she develops her new role 
as our Special Educational Needs 
co-ordinator.  Tanya isn’t the only 
member of staff to achieve a new 
qualification. Nicky Liddon-
Horncastle is now qualified to 
NVQ4, which is excellent for the 
pre-school. 

We welcomed 10 new families to 
the Pre-school in September, so 
our numbers are looking very 
healthy and we are very busy.  
Our hours have been extended 
from 9.15 am - 2.45 pm to 9.00 am 
- 3.00 pm, thus making all morning 
sessions 3hr long.  This change 
has enabled us to deliver the 
‘Flexible 15’, a government  
initiative which has increased the 

Early Years grant for 3- to 4-year-
olds from 12.5 h to 15 h.  

Our topic this term is ‘All about 
me’!  The children have been very 
busy producing lots of wonderful 
artwork which is displayed in the 
Parish room.  However, it is nearly 
time to change all the boards and 
to start our Christmas themes!  

During September, we raised 
£152.75 for Macmillan as part of 
the world’s largest coffee morning. 
We were very busy in October. 
Our open afternoon on  
1st October was well attended.  
We love meeting the new families 
who are planning to join our small 
pre-school.  We also held our 
AGM in October, followed by a 
Parent’s social with wine and 
cheese.  It was a lovely evening, 
and a good way to celebrate a 
successful year, and to look  
forward to 2011 and its  
challenges. There are a few 
changes to the committee to  
report. Sadly Katie Burt has  
decided to step down, but we do 
welcome Diane Dippenaar, Suzi 
Primrose, Karl Lee, Susan 
Ramos-Galvez and Ann Day who 
have all decided to join the  
committee. 

We celebrated Halloween at the 
end of term in October by dressing 
up in our best costumes, and then 
we dressed up again at the start of 
the Christmas term in November 
because we had had so much fun. 
Our diary of events is always full in 
November with: Bonfire Night;  
Remembrance Day (where all the 
children and staff observed 1  
minute’s silence); Children in 
Need day; the Christmas Fair at 
Kidmore End Primary School at 

which we 
raised an 
amazing 
£247.54 
for pre-
school 
funds; 
Thanksgiving Day and  
St. Andrew’s Day.  We also took 
part in ‘Operation Christmas Child’ 
in collaboration with the primary 
school and locally organised by 
Felicity Cooper. We all collected 
shoeboxes which we filled with 
gifts for a child in need.  The  
children really enjoyed taking part 
in this project and we hope that 
these gifts will spread some  
happiness to those in need. 

During December, as well as  
doing lots of artwork with a  
Christmas theme, we will be going 
to the pantomime to see ‘One 
snowy night’. The children will be 
practising special songs which 
they will sing in front of their  
families at our Christmas  
performance which we will hold in 
the church this year.  At the end of 
term we will be holding the  
Christmas party for all the  
children. This is always a fun and 
noisy party which is enjoyed by all, 
especially when our special  
Christmas visitor arrives.  

We do have a few sessions  
available if you would like your 
child to come along. Our pre-
school is very small and friendly. 
Session numbers are limited to 14 
children. If you would like to learn 
more, please contact Louise Wood 
on 924 2740 or by e-mail at  
loulou.wood@btinternet.com.  
Otherwise, check our website at: 
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk.  
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Henley Citizens Advice Bureau 
Henley & District Citizens Advice Bureau tell us that  the number of under 25s seeking advice has increase 
by a fifth over the last year, especially with regard to jobseekers allowance. 

A Citizens Advice website can be accessed at  www.advice4me.org.uk. This is aimed specifically at young 
people in order to ensure that they can access advice and information quickly and easily about the problems 
that concern them the most.  Advice is free and confidential and, as well as the new online resource, face to 
face appointments are available by calling  01491 572129 or going to 32 Market Place, Henley  

Do you want high speed Internet in your area? 

SODC sent the Parish Council a letter explaining that who gets an improvement to their Internet services first 
in this district will depend on which area has the most people signing up for it. The place to go to sign up.  
www.racetoinfinity.bt.com.  When I went to this site the statistics for us were: 

 KIDMORE END OXFORDSHIRE  

 Percentage of votes 3.08%  

 77 votes cast out of 2,500 

'VOTE NOW' and your area could be next to enjoy superfast broadband. 

I was voter number 78.  We are not doing very well so far.  PLEASE go and sign up.  
We need all the Internet help we can get out here.     

(Editor) 
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Kidmore End School - Memories 

Just before they left at the end of the summer term, the children then in Year Six were asked to write about 
their memories of school.  Here are some memories of Becky Arkell. 

I attend Kidmore End C of E primary school.  At the moment we have two hundred and five pupils attending. 
Kidmore End School was built in the Victorian era and at first had very few children attending.  The age 
group is four to eleven years old. 

I first came to Kidmore End School when I was four years old.  The reception class teacher was  
Mrs Draycott.  She was a lovely teacher.  Our first school trip was to London.  We saw the changing of the 
guards and then went on a walk around. 

I remember the infant plays.  I remember in 'Gnome Alone' (the name of one of the plays) Erin fell off the 
stage.  I also remember 'Penguin Pete' in which I was Penguin Polly and Ben was Penguin Pete.  We had to 
waddle around the stage wearing tops, tights, a white oval pinned to the tops and an orange beaky thing. 

With secondary school approaching and most people going to different secondary schools,  I really don't 
want to leave.  Kidmore End is great and I have so many friends here, I really don't want to leave! 



 

 

Kidmore End Cricket Club 

Keith Atkinson  (972 2844) 

Kidmore End CC held its Annual 
General Meeting for 2010 on  
Monday, 29th November.  The 
maximum temperature that day in 
Brisbane, on the final day of the 
1st Ashes Test Match, was 27C 
and all kinds of batting records 
were set at the Gabba.  The  
maximum temperature 
in south Oxfordshire 
was 0C and the only  
record at the AGM was 
the venue, the Parish 
Room at All Saints’ 
Church, Rotherfield 
Peppard which was 
used because of the 
demolition in September 
of the Pavilion at  
Gallowstree Common. 
Needless to say, the 
new pavilion, now under  
construction, was one of the main 
topics at the meeting. The cricket 
club had recently donated £40 000 
to Kidmore End Parish Council as 
a significant part of its contribution 
to the cost of the new pavilion 
which is planned to be ready for 
the start of the 2011 cricket  
season. 

In reviewing the 2010 season, club 
chairman, John Sheldon referred 
to the considerable efforts which 
members had made towards  
raising funds for the new pavilion. 
These efforts had, however, 
meant that other important matters 
had inevitably received less  
attention.  The cricket club’s own 
finances needed to be brought 
back into balance, a fact stressed 
in his report by club treasurer, 
Alan Pigden. 

On the field of play there was, as 
ever, considerable satisfaction in 
the amount and quality of junior 
cricket at Kidmore End, most  
notably by the Under 13 XI which 
won the Michael Shanly Berkshire 
Youth Cricket League. Rob Potter, 
who has master-minded junior 

cricket at 
Kidmore End for 
several  
seasons, was 
thanked for his 
great efforts for 
the club.  
Kidmore End 
3rd XI played 
again at its  
excellent home 
at Highmoor 
CC, thanks to 

the good relations which have  
developed between the two clubs.  
It is the 3rd XI which must provide 
the essential link between junior 
and senior cricket. 

The 1st and 2nd XIs enjoyed  
relatively stable seasons, with the 
1st XI finishing fifth in Morrant 
Thames Valley League Division 
2B, winning seven matches.   
Disappointing player availability for 
the 1st XI often played havoc with 
the best intentions of the 2nd XI.   
Nevertheless, seventh place in  
Division 5A was achieved with five 
matches won.   

The Sunday XI, following  
promotion at the end of the 2009 
season, went on to become joint 
winners of the Thames and  
Chiltern Sunday League in 2010.  
This XI also provides excellent  
opportunities for juniors to  
graduate to senior cricket. 

The treasurer noted that each year 
since 2006, less senior cricket has 
been played than in the previous 
year.  This has resulted in a  
reduction in income from match 
fees and a restriction in potential 
income through takings at the bar.  
Even so, a much increased  
surplus in bar takings was  
recorded for 2010, thanks to the 
hard work of bar manager,  
Christopher Pigden and his  
helpers.  An overall deficit in  
cricketing activity of £1500 needs 
to be remedied as soon as  
possible.  

All club officers were re-elected, 
as were the captains of three of 
the four senior club XIs. Jeff  
Sheldon was elected captain of 
the Saturday 1st XI, a role which 
had been thrust upon him at short 
notice for the 2010 season.  It is 
hoped that Colin Elvy will be able 
to resume the role of 3rd XI  
captain in succession to Andrew 
Johnson.  Cameron Livingstone- 
Smith and Mark New, the club’s 
vice-chairman, will together  
superintend junior cricket activities 
with Scot Parkhurst continuing to 
look after junior recruitment and 
membership.  Simon Mills, a  
member and supporter of the club 
since 1981, was elected a vice–
president. 

Kidmore End CC is always ready 
to welcome new members of any 
age and playing standard to enjoy 
the pleasures of its delightful 
ground at Gallowstree Common. 
The prospect of a new pavilion for 
next season will surely add to 
these attractions. 
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The New Inn - Kidmore End 

The New Inn at Kidmore End has a new Proprietor, Tracy Burtwell took over on the 19th October along with 
her new team including her Son Jake who is managing the bar and chef Jolyon Yates. 

The menu is traditional good home cooking with the Sunday roasts packing out the pub for the past three 
weeks.  Locals have requested the revival of the quiz nights, these will take place monthly with the next one 
due the second week of December.  Tracy is keen to get the community using the pub as often as possible 
and is happy to continue to let the parents of children at the primary school to use her car park.  She  
requests that consideration is used for her guests staying in the accommodation, please don’t double park or 
block cars in. 

Tracy has been canvassing opinion for Christmas and New Years eve events recently and will be publishing 
online and in her Newsletter what these will look like at the beginning of December. 

A competition for all diners is running until 11th December, the lucky winner getting a nights stay in the 
Champagne Suite with dinner for two, so make sure you fill in your entry form next time you are in. 

Community Policing  

In a recent Parish Council meeting, we met Tim Forrest (C9242), a Police Community Support Officer based 
at the Sonning Common Police Office. 

Tim was keen that we should know of him, and his bike, and that we were welcomed to get in direct touch. 

Here is the e-mail address: 

 timothy.forrest@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

and the phone is 0845 8 505 505 (which, when answered, you would be asked to leave a message) 

The e-mail seems especially helpful to any of us who see unusual circumstances and want to know our  
message has gone to a real person. 

We also discussed local matters such as the often appalling parking outside the school and  Tim said he 
would try to show more of a presence at crucial times.  There was some discussion about whether the space 
at the New Inn (which has been kindly offered by the landlord) could be used in co-operation with the school 
as a drop-off point to save prolonged parking.  I am sure Tim would welcome all ideas. 

(Editor) 

Anna & Ali  (972 3126) 

A big hello from Anna Miller and Ali Yazdi, the new landlords of The Reformation.  
We have recently taken over and are very keen to keep the pub a key part of the local  
community.  The Reformation will continue to support local charities and clubs with 
lots of different events.  Watch this space! 

The last Tractor run held on 18 November, when we all had a lot of fun, raised 
£122.50 which was donated to the Royal British Legion. 

We had a great time on the quiz night on 29 November where we raised £20 for a local charity. 

Upcoming events: 

28 Dec & 30 Dec: Tractor Runs in aid of The Air Ambulance and other local charities.  

3 Jan:    Charity quiz night  

The Reformation - News and Events 
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A story for children of the parish, written by the editor, and one of a series of topics written for online use by 
primary school children at school.  This one was based on Kidmore End. 

Spot was looking forward to Christmas Day. It 
was going to be her sixth birthday.  Six months 
that is, because, as you know, dogs have 
shorter lives than us and so they make up for 
this by giving themselves a birthday every  
human month.  What a good idea. 

Spot had become very well known in the village.  
Whenever they saw her, children would call out 
'dalmatian' and Spot would either stand up more 
proudly - if that were possible - or tug even 
harder on her owner's lead - which was very possible. 

Of course, being black and white, dalmatians are the only dogs you can see 
in the light and the dark.  In the light you see the dark spots, and in the dark 
you see the white ones. 

Now this was very handy for the owner, but it made it very unlikely that Spot 
could ever creep about and be camouflaged like so many other dogs. 

But then, on Christmas Eve, something remarkable happened, that was going 
to change all that.  Spot had just settled down to a warm and comfortable 
evening.  She had had a great tin of meat and a huge handful of biscuits, and 
had been given all the leftover bits from plates used by her owners as well.  
So she stretched out in her basket by the patio window in the dining room, 
while her owners talked in the sitting room and began to snooze. 

Outside it was pitch dark, and the moon was hidden behind dark clouds.  And 
then it began to snow.  Just a few flakes at first, but then more and more and 
more until it was snowing so hard Spot could hardly see across the garden, 
even though the patio light was on. 

Spot had not seen snow before on any of her birthdays because she was 
born in a warm part of the year when there is no snow.  So she looked at the 
flakes with great curiosity.  She turned her head slightly to one side and tried 
to figure it out, as dogs do when they are puzzled. 

Soon, the snow was half a bone deep (dogs still love old-fashioned ways of 
measuring things) and then the bone disappeared altogether.  The snow had 
become so deep it now started to rise up above the window pane. 

Spot was wondering about this, and what it might be like.  She had seen lots 
of small white things scattered about before, like the time she found out how 

A Christmas Story 



 

 

to pull on the end of a toilet roll and then chew all the paper off 
the roll.  Oh, that had been fun because there was sufficient 
paper to cover the floor of five good-sized rooms.  It was even 
funnier because her owners could not figure out where all the 
white paper had come from.  They looked at the kitchen rolls 
and all over the place.  But, at least for a while, they never 
thought of the toilet.  But this white flaky stuff did not look like 
chewed toilet roll.  There was just too much of it. 

While she was pondering on this point, something truly  
remarkable happened.  Out in the garden something was 
zooming down from the sky.  It was too big to be an owl; it was 
too big to be a bat; and anyway, it just kept on coming.  It was 
made of many different shapes all tied together, with a big 
lumpy shape at the end. 

It all skidded to a halt in front of the patio window.  It was a whole team of 
deer harnessed together, and a great pile of parcels on a cart with skids  
instead of wheels.  Somewhere from among this giant pile of parcels a great 
fat man appeared and waddled towards the window.  As he approached, the 
window just seemed to dissolve, so he was able to walk right up to where 
Spot lay. 

By now Spot was all of a shiver with fright.  Normally when she was  
frightened she would bolt off and hide under a chair or a table, but this time 
she was a shivering mass of jelly just rooted to the spot.  The fat man spoke.  
By the light of the room she could see he had a great red coat and a white 
beard. 

"Hello, Spot," he guffawed.  "I am Father Christmas – Santa Claus – and 
these are my reindeer and that is my sleigh all laden with parcels for the  
children of your parish." 

All very well for children, thought Spot, but what about me and all the other 
dogs? Is there a bag with bones underneath, or better still, how about a bag 
full of lovely cooked chickens ?" 

"Well, Spot, you see it is like this.  You are pretty well known about the parish 
by all the children, and we need your help.  We have to deliver all of these 
presents, but we are not sure which children are at home and which have 
gone off on holiday.  We want all children to have a great Christmas, so those 
parcels we need to send off to where they are staying outside the parish will 
have to go by Santa's plane.  See it there flying in circles above us - the long 
white one with the red nose?  It is waiting for me to take up any presents that 
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have to go overseas.  But we are not sure how to find out who is there and 
who it not.  So we thought of you." 

"Why me?" 

"Well, you know all the children, and we want to find out who is here without 
them knowing.  So we need something with an amazing nose and which can't 
be seen.  That is why we thought of you.  You have a really long nose with a 
sparkling end and we have watched you sniffing about.  The disgusting things 
you smell out are really amazing." 

"They are not disgusting to ME", thought Spot feeling quite upset, but then 
she felt really rather pleased that someone had noticed her fine sense of 
smell. 

"But you must have made a mistake," said Spot.  "You can see me in the light 
and the dark, and all the rabbits and deer can see me a mile off - although I 
am rather proud of my nose".  And she tilted it so the wet tip of her nose 
sparked in the light. 

"Ah, but you see, tonight is different.  Just take a step out into the garden and 
see for yourself." 

So Spot walked into the garden, right through the glass of the window as 
though it was not there at all.  Suddenly she couldn't see herself.  In the  
darkness and the snow, the white spots looked like snow and the dark spots 
looked like shadow.  She was almost invisible! 

Spot raced round and round the garden.  All she could see were her paw 
prints, and if you had been there all you would have been able to see would 
have been the undersides of her feet (which are bright pink) and her tongue, 
which is also pink.  Otherwise she looked just like a shimmering shadow. 

After a bit of running backwards and forwards and looking at her paw prints in 
the snow, Spot walked back to the window, which just dissolved again, and 
came to stand by Santa. 

"See what I mean?" asked Santa.  She did, and she was rather proud of  
herself. 

"Now, this is what we want you to do.  I want you to visit every house in the 
parish where there should be children and find out if they are at home.  Then 
come back and tell me, so I can sort out the presents." 

"But how can I tell you that?", asked Spot.  "I can't write and I can't remember 
them all in my head". 

"This is what we are going to do," said Santa.  "I am going to sprinkle this 
memory powder all over you.  It has the memory of every child in the parish.  
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One memory will be attached to each of your spots. It's just as well you have 
lots of spots.  Then, when you find a child, the memory powder will glow with 
their name. No-one else will be able to see this powder but you and me (and 
the reindeer, of course, for they are magical, too).  

"Now, off you go and sniff the whole parish for me. And remember, we haven't 
got much time." 

"But what will happen if my owners wake up?", asked Spot. "Not a problem", 
chuckled Santa.  I have just the thing for them in my pocket.  It's called  
'keep-snoozing powder'.  I will just go and drop some where they are already 
snoozing after eating their big meal.  Then they will not wake up until you are 
back." 

So off Spot trotted to the nearest neighbour's house.  She couldn't see into 
the upstairs bedrooms, but instead she stood outside, lifted her nose high into 
the air and sniffed deeply.  Ah yes, she said, Charley and Annie and Sarah 
are there.  And as soon as she said this 
a spot glowed with the names Charley, 
Annie and Sarah.  Then she trotted 
down the road, stopping outside every 
house and sniffing.  Wherever children 
were at home a new spot glowed with 
their names. 

Quite soon Spot arrived at the  
churchyard. This was a favourite place 
for her because it was full of other dog 
smells, rabbit smells, deer smells and 
squirrel smells.  She couldn't resist a 
quick sniff, and then, remembering her 
task, she quietly padded up to the door 
of the church, where the Christmas Eve 
service was underway.  She took a long, deep sniff by the door, and as she 
did so, the names of any of the children who were at the service glowed on 
her spots.  They counted because they were sure to go home later. 

All the way down Wood Lane she did this, then doubled back and went along 
Tanners Lane, back around Cooper's Pightle and on and on.  The further she 
went, the more she glowed.  And no-one saw her at all, although the people 
looking out of the windows in the New Inn might have wondered how the paw 
prints  suddenly appeared by the roadside.  

Finally, she had been to every house in the village.  Now her body was  
covered in glowing names, each group relating to a house and sitting on its 
own spot; some on white spots and the others on black spots. 
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Then Spot raced back over the fields to her own garden and back to Santa.  
Santa was so pleased.  He came over to Spot who got so excited she had to 
run round and round the garden again before she could even stand still.  

"Well done, Spot," said Santa.  "Now you have just one final thing to do for 
me.  I want you to stand next to my big sack of presents and shake yourself 
as though you were shaking off raindrops when you get wet." 

 And so she did.  As she shook, starting first with her head, then her body and 
finally her tail, all the names of glowing dust flew off and into the air.  At the 
same time, all the presents popped out of Santa's sack.  Glowing names 
found the right presents and stuck fast. Then the  
presents with the glowing names popped back into 
the sack.  All the others, which belonged to children 
who had gone on holiday, stayed in the air.  

Suddenly there was a whine that turned into a roar as 
Santa's plane swooped down, its red nose glowing 
just like a spotlight (excuse the pun).  A net came out 
of the plane and scooped up all the presents that had 
to be taken around the world, and then it zoomed off 
and was lost to sight. 

"And now I must be off to deliver the presents to all 
the children who are in the parish," said Santa.  "And you can have a  
well-earned rest." 

So, Spot went back to her basket and Santa went out of the window, and it 
reformed after him.  He got back on to his sleigh and was soon off skidding 
from rooftop to rooftop, and lost to sight.  

In the morning, Spot woke up and stretched.  Something was different.  There 
was a strange smell by her basket that had not been there before when she 
went to sleep.  She moved her nose round for a better sniff and then she saw 
it.  It was the most enormous, gigantic, stupendous, fantastic, nose-twitching, 
smelly BONE you have ever seen.  And tied to it with a little red ribbon was a 
card that said simply "From Santa".  

So, when you wake on Christmas morning and find paw prints in the snow, 
you will know you were visited by Spot and Santa – and don't let any  
grown-ups tell you differently.   After all, they can't see Santa, either! 

 
[reproduced with permission of Atlantic Europe Publishing, ©2010] 
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Local Weather Report: 2010 

 Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cel Fahr Cel Fahr mm in 

August 12.2 54 21.6 70 116 4.6 

September 8.2 46 17.4 63 51 2.0 

October 6.0 43 15.2 59 67 2.6 

Rainfall - 3 months to the end of October 234 9.2 

   

Total rainfall previous 12 months Nov 2009 to Oct 2010 860 33.9 

This is well in excess of the normal twelve month average rainfall of 685mm (27 in) or 57 mm / 2 ¼ inches 
per month.  

August was very wet with over 25mm (1in ) of rain falling on two days towards the end of the month. 

September was a fairly normal month for rainfall, although there was a seven day period with no rain during 
the middle. 

October started fairly wet, then a dry period during the middle of the month, before finally more rain at the 
end to give an above average rainfall.  

Derek Brown (972 3895) 

Apart from August, the average temperatures are slightly down on previous years, which may again suggest 
the forthcoming winter will produce some cooler surprises.  This is being talked about by various weather 
pundits, although my own source has yet to pronounce on the matter until the November figures are known! 

The wonderful crop of fruit again this year, is believed to be the result of the dry spring allowing good  
pollination, both naturally and by bees, with other insects.  The wet August and September, then enabled the 

plants and trees to hold onto their fruit, allowing it to swell and mature. 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 3 months to October 2010 

 Lowest  Highest 

August 7.2C 45F (30th) 26.2C 77F (15th) 

September 4.6C 40F (25th & 30th) 23.5C 85F (22nd) 

October -4.3C 49F (21st) 20.7C 69F (10th) 
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The Next Mushroom Season... 

After the last newsletter, I was asked to enquire if anyone was expert enough to lead a ramble on identifying 
mushrooms.  This would be for next year.  Please let me know if you are so able. 

Editor. 

Allotments 
As Sue Rowland has retired from being in charge of  allotments for the parish, Sarah Hall  has kindly taken 
on the responsibility of allotments' czar. 

Now is the time to review the good and the bad in your garden.  If there was a  
fantastic planting combination, either by accident or design, make a note now so that 
you can replicate it next year.  If you had a particularly wonderful pot, or found the best 
tomato ever, now is the time to order seeds and make notes in the mail order catalogues 
for ordering plants in the spring.  I bought lots of my veggie seeds from ‘The Real Seed 
Company’ on-line.  I cannot recommend them more highly. The plants were interesting 
and tasty.  For ornamentals, the pricey ‘Hayloft Plants’, also online but look for bargains 
in the Saturday supplements, delivered good quality plants. 

I tried to grow Gomphocarpus this year, a plant also known as Hairy Balls.  The write up in the seed  
catalogue was extravagant; the seeds were easy to germinate and the plants grew well.  However, the only 
amazing thing about this plant is its name.  It did not flower and the frost has killed any remaining chance of 
a flower of any size or colour.  I don’t think that I will try this plant again.  However, as an addict to seeds, I 
will be trying ‘Black Madras’ in 2011.  This is a type of rice plant (not a curry), grown for its ornamental  
foliage! 

Lawn Care  Keep off your lawn if it is wet/water logged.  It is not too late to rake up fallen leaves.  Not only 
does a neat and tidy lawn look good in the winter, it will stop any die back! 

Weeding  If the sun is out and you fancy some fresh air, then there is no harm in doing a little weeding.   
Do remember to wrap up and only go out if there is no frost! 

Colour  Try out some new plants in pots.  Some grass combinations look marvellous, and don’t forget  
evergreen foliage.  Even so, winter flowering pansies are very hard to beat and so tough.  Even after being 
frozen solid, they come up trumps and flower their little socks off. 

Veggie Patch  If you do have lots of winter veggies, even if you are only growing leeks and you do not have 
any protection from the pigeons, then you will not get any produce.  The pigeons have had a population  
explosion over the past few years and seem to have lost all their fear of humans.  To counter this threat, I 
am reorganising my veggie and soft-fruit beds this winter and getting the whole area netted.  If I plan it right, 
then I will have trouble-free brassicas next year without a caterpillar-nibble anywhere and lots of black and 
red currants for jam! 

Gardening 

Happy Gardening 

Caroline Aldridge (972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 0845 8505 505 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  e-mail: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 

Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 e-mail orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Giles Martin 972 2365 

Parish Council Vice-Chairman Roddy Young 972 2097 

Clerk to the Council Roger Penfold 947 3130 
 e-mail  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 940 2299 

Robert Peasgood 972 1877 
e-mail rob@peasgood.net 

County Councillor 

Carol Viney 01491 680887 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  
 (01491 578267) 

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 
 (01491 572129) 

Services also available at: (call above numbers for an appointment) 

Sonning Common (Health Centre)  11 am - 2 pm (2nd & 4th Tue) 
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 1 pm (Tuesdays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 1 pm (Thursdays) 

CAB website www.adviceguide.org.uk 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 972 2247 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
 www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 
Winter 2010 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Let us know 
by contacting one of the editors. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles should be sent to 
one of the editors.  

The closing date for the next edition 
is Friday 18 February 2011. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Winter Diary 

DEC FISH BUS TRIPS..............................4 

17 Dec Service of Carols & Readings .....4 

21 Dec Tokers Green Carol Singing........3 

24 Dec Christingle Service.......................4 

24 Dec Midnight Mass..............................4 

25 Dec Family Eucharist with Carols ......4 

26 Dec Parish Eucharist...........................4 

28 Dec Tractor Run (from The Ref) .......12 

30 Dec Tractor Run (from The Ref) .......12 

03 Jan  Charity Quiz night (The Ref) .....12 

18-25 Jan  Week of Prayer .......................4 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 15 Dec 2010 

 19 Jan 2011 

 16 Feb 2011 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  
including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com) 

Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com) 972 3895 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 972 1001 

Parish Council website www.kepc.info 
 e-mail webmaster@kepc.info 


