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As I Looked back over the activities 
of the Parish Council, in the past 
year, with a view to writing this  
report, I was struck by the similarity 
of what has gone on from year to 
year.  This is now my 15th annual 
report, I think.  Those of you who 
have heard or read my previous  
reports will, perhaps, wonder if  
anything changes in the Parish from 
year to year. 

This year, however, there is a  
significant difference.  Following 
many years of discussion and 
preparation, the project to replace 
the Pavilion at the Gallowstree  
Common Recreation Ground is now 
well underway.  Indeed, the new 
premises should be in use in a  
couple of months’ time. 

Without doubt, this is the most  
significant project ever undertaken 
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Dear Resident, 
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by your Council. The contract figure 
is close to £600,000.  Your Council 
has raised a loan of £200,000, to be 
paid over many years.  Other  
agencies, like the District Council 
and the England & Wales Cricket 
Board have given significant grants 
towards the project: if it was not for 
those grants, the old Pavilion built in 
the early 1950s would still be  
gracing the Recreation Ground.  As 
it is, later this year, we will be able to 
bring into use premises fit for the 
twenty-first century, which will be 
accessible to all, which will have 
changing facilities for both genders 
to use simultaneously, which will 
enjoy modern standards of thermal 
efficiency and which we will be lit 
and heated, at least in part, by  
sustainable means. 

Frankly, I am proud that your  
Council has achieved this. Here, I 
must pay tribute to the driving force 

behind the project, my Vice-
Chairman, Roddy Young.  He felt, 
many years ago, that the former  
Pavilion was reaching the end of its 
useful life, and his enthusiasm for 
replacing the structure has been 
singly instrumental in taking the  
project forward.  I must also  
recognise the very real support for 
the project from our partners, the 
Cricket and Football Clubs, with  
particular reference to the dogged  
determination of John Sheldon, the 
Chairman of the Cricket Club. Roddy 
and I, and other Members, appreci-
ate the traumas of securing funding 
for a project, and the apparently 
ceaseless succession of hoops 
through which one has to jump.   
Fortunately, John was on hand to 
jump through many of them, to save 
us the effort!  I know that, when 
completed, the new Pavilion will be 
a Landmark asset to the Parish.  
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The trick will be that we keep it in 
good order. 

During this year, the Council  
returned to the subject of  
affordable housing, a subject 
which had caused some feeling in 
the Parish for a few years in the 
Last decade.  This time, the  
consideration of the matter was 
provoked by the Diocesan Board 
of Finance, who, having discussed 
the matter with officers of the  
District Council, had reached the 
conclusion that a part of the glebe 
land in Kidmore End could be 
identified as a rural exception site 
for affordable housing.  Many of 
you will not have failed to notice 
that the choice of site, presently 
used as a market garden, was not 
greeted with enthusiasm by the 
residents of the village.  Your 
Council decided to test the  
market, to establish whether there 
was housing need in the Parish.  
This had been the case in 2004, 
but it was felt that the matter 
should be researched again - if 
there was no housing need, there 
would be no case for affordable 
housing.  Your Council also  
decided to test reaction to the 
possible use of part of the glebe 
land for this purpose.  The  
outcome of the survey was that 
there was demonstrable housing 
need, but that there was little  
support for use of the glebe land 
for that purpose.  Your Council 
decided, therefore, to advise the 
diocesan authorities that it did not 
support the use of the glebe Land 
for that purpose.  However, during 
the process of the survey, two 
other potential sites had been  
offered or identified - land in 
Horsepond Road, Gallowstree 
Common (the preferred site for 
the exercise earlier in this century) 
and land opposite Butlers Orchard 
in Kidmore End.  Officers of the 
County or District Council ruled 
out the site in Kidmore End.   

Soha Ltd have produced drawings 
of three potential schemes on the 

site at Gallowstree Common, to 
meet the demand suggested by 
the housing needs survey and you 
will read about that elsewhere in 
the newsletter.  May I pay tribute 
to the work of the sub-committee - 
John Swift, Sue Biggs and Brian 
Knapp - who have tackled this 
potentially emotive subject with 
great care?  

The Council started another  
project this year - to bring the 
Cane End allotments back into 
use.  They have lain dormant for 
over 60 years, having been let, 
latterly to Vines Farm, as a  
grazing field. 

I would have to say that highways 
matters have generally taken a 
lower priority for your Council over 
the last year.  Aside from the  
atrocious potholes which have 
followed the severe winters, which 
potholes may well have a traffic 
calming effect until repaired, your 
Council has not been inundated 
with requests for traffic calming 
measures or further reduced 
speed limits etc.  Your Council 
did, however, submit copious and 
well argued comments to the 
County Council about the Local 
Transport Plan 3.  The  
observation by your Council is an 
all too often reflection of the 
County Council’s approach to the 
deep south of the County.  We 
are, I fear, the forgotten part of 
Oxfordshire and certainly too far 
from Oxford to attract any  
investment.   You may be  
interested to hear that your  
Council has decided to acquire 
the three red telephone kiosks in 
the Parish - at Cane End,  
Chalkhouse Green and Kidmore 
End - when BT remove the  
telephony from them.   So, for the 
total cost of £3, the Council will 
take ownership of these items of 
the street furniture that have 
graced the Parish for a good 
many years. They will still be lit, 
but beyond that, the Council has 
yet to come up with a practical 

use for them, save, perhaps,  
sheltering from the elements! 

Other Local services and features 
seem to be in reasonable order 

You will have received your  
Council Tax bills for the coming  
financial year.  After very careful 
consideration of its budget, your 
Council decided to put up its  
precept to £27,000 next year, an 
increase from £23,500 in the  
current year.  This is to cover a 
range of potential increased costs, 
for an example, if the Parish 
Council election this year is  
contested, the cost will be met 
from the precept.  The increase 
equates to £5.31 for a band D 
household - about 45p per month. 
You will have noted, I am sure 
that the precept was even higher 
in 2009/10, at £29,000.  
In total, the Council’s precept 
costs £41 per Band D household - 
less than £1 per week.  This is 
below the District-wide arithmetic 
average, which is £46.25:  I  
expect that the actual average will 
be much higher, around £65.  
The Council’s expenditure  
includes very modest sums for 
keeping you abreast of its  
activities.  The quarterly Parish 
Newsletter is, I believe, still well 
received by residents of the  
Parish.  I am sure that you will join 
me in thanking the Editorial Board 
- Brian Knapp and Sue Rowland 
(until her resignation from the 
Council), Derek Brown and Andy 
Miros - for their efforts on your 
behalf, and the larger group of  
residents who distribute the  
Newsletter to all households.  May 
I also pay tribute to David King, 
who looks after www.kepc.info, 
our website which I hope you all 
find useful.  During the course of 
the past year one councillor, Sue 
Rowland, resigned, Sue had 
served for some 11 years, and 
was Allotments Manager, a  
member of the Newsletter  
Editorial Board and a member of 
the Plans Sub-Committee at the 
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Chairman's Report...from page 2 

time of her resignation.  No election was called to fill the vacancy, so we co-opted Trevor Perchard of Tokers 
Green - one of 2 volunteers from that village - to join the Council. 

We are, of course, all up for election on 5 May 2011.  It could be a different Chairman reporting on the  
activities of totally changed Council, next March.  Somehow, however, I suspect that there will be many  
familiar faces.  

All that is left is for me to thank my fellow councillors for their support and their untiring work on your behalf, 
over the past 12 months.  

Editor’s Notes 

Welcome to the last editor's notes of the current session of the Parish Council.  As you may 
know, all of the members of the Parish Council must resign at the start of May and either 
be re-elected or not.  So who knows what will happen. 

Currently, there are several major things in this issue to interest, delight, or concern you.  

1.  The progress of the pavilion.  We have been taking pictures as it develops.  This is a somewhat difficult 
task as the scaffolding and camouflage netting make it difficult to see what is going on.  But later in this  
newsletter we have photos that shows you what has happened up to the first week in April.  With the 
hoped-for opening at the start of June, everything is, at last, now taking shape.  Go and take a look. 

2.  As you know from previous newsletters and material on the Parish Council web site, the location of  
affordable housing has narrowed down to one site.  It is the same one as last time for all the planning  
reasons we have been into before, but this time you have proposed plans to see well ahead of any public 
meeting.  So do look at the plans in the following pages carefully, but keep in mind that the three options 
shown are illustrative only, that is, they give you an idea of what could happen.  They are not set in stone.  
Please also read carefully the letter of the rural housing enabler for it may well answer some of the  
questions that come to mind.  Notice that the date for a public meeting is in the summer, so there is plenty 
of time for you to think about the whole business.  The public meeting will then be consultative and will be 
hosted in the pavilion, so it will probably be the very first public meeting in this new community building.  
As the date of the completion of the building may vary, there is no fixed date for the public meeting yet, 
except the idea of early July. The actual dates will appear on the website and possibly in this newsletter if 
it comes out again before such a meeting. 

3.  In the last newsletter we put the name of our new community support officer, but the person responsible 
for us has now changed to PCSO C9243 Michael Bellamy michael.bellamy@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk). 

4.  A number of parishioners have asked that I raise a couple of concerns: the first is that dead rabbits are 
being left by the roadside.  Not good news for anyone walking along our country lanes.  The second  
concerns the fact that a small number of our large dog community are not being supervised well enough 
and are finding their way out onto the roads.  Please make sure you have adequate gating to keep  
animals in your garden.  If dogs wander about they are in danger of being hurt as well as being a danger 
to traffic.  In a similar vein, people have asked that we raise the issue of persistent dog barking.  Again, 
this applies to a very small number of parishioners, but it helps the neighbourhood if you can arrange for 
your dogs not to bark too often.  A dog chew or something else, might help. 

Brian Knapp  (Editor) 
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The Parish Church 

Many readers will already know that Father Graham, our Rector, was installed as an Honorary Canon of 
Christ Church, Oxford, in January; a well-deserved honour, in recognition of nearly thirty years service in the 
Diocese. 

On Mothering Sunday, 3 April, we hope to see a good number of families [including Dads] at our 11.00am 
service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children, for their mothers.  This service 
is early enough to leave heaps of time to take Mum out to lunch or to visit Grandma!  Everybody welcome; 
bring Grandma, as well! 

Palm Sunday, this year, is on 17 April. As usual, the 11am service will begin in the school, with the  
distribution of palm crosses, after which we will process to the church. 

On Maundy Thursday, 21 April, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper - 8pm, at St John’s.  
This is a joint service with All Saints’. 

The Good Friday ecumenical Procession of Witness, in 
Sonning Common, is on 22 April.  All are welcome, young 
or old, to join in this event, which starts from Christ the 
King car park, at 10am.  In the afternoon, we have our 
Good Friday Service of Meditation, with music, at  
St John’s, at 2pm - for an hour. 

All of this is leading to Easter [24 April], the Feast of the 
Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the 
Christian church.  Our Easter services are: 

9.30am  Eucharist at Christ the King 

11.00am  Sung Eucharist at St John’s 

Everybody welcome; we expect a full church, at 9.30 and 11.00 am 

Because Easter is so late this year, the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held earlier than usual - on 
Sunday 10 April, following the 10am service, at Christ the King Church, Sonning Common. 

Once again, we hope for a generous response to the collection for Christian Aid, during May 

Saturday, 25 June, is the date of our Gift Day, which will be held at both ends of the parish.  The Gift Day, it 
will be recalled, is an occasion when all parishioners – whether church members or not – can make a  
donation towards the support of our two churches.  St John’s will be open between 10am and 12noon, and 
the church choirs will present a concert at 11am – an occasion not to be missed!  Anyone wishing to make a 
Gift Day donation but who cannot get to the church on Gift Day, should make their cheque out to KESCPCC, 
and send it to the Rectory. 

Our clergy and members wish all readers a Happy Easter 

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 

3 April Mothering Sunday 

10 April Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

17 April Palm Sunday 

21 April Maundy Thursday 

22 April Good Friday 

24 April Easter Monday 

 9.30 am  Eucharist - Christ the King 

 11.00am Sung Eucharist - St John’s 

25 June Gift Day 

The New Inn 
Upcoming events: 

We welcome all of the Parish children to come and join in our Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday at 11am.  
The hunt will be hosted by our very own Easter Bunny 

We have now set a regular date for the our monthly quiz.  It will take place on the third Wednesday of  each 
month—so book early to avoid disappointment 

Rebecca 
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FISH 

FISH MINIBUS TRIPS April 2011 

HENLEY (TESCO) Monday 11,18,26 
HENLEY WAITROSE  Thursday 28 
 Pick Up 9.00 am. 
READING (MORRISONS) Wednesday 27  Pick Up 10.00 am 
WALLINGFORD FARMERS MARKET Tuesday 19  Pick Up 9.00 am. 

BUS PASSES ACCEPTED ON THE ABOVE TRIPS ONLY Fare £3.00 except where stated 

 

LEISURE TRIPS 

PUB LUNCH Thursday 14 Pickup from 11.30am Fare £4.00 

DAY OUT IN NEWBURY Wednesday 20 Pickup from 10am Fare £5.00 

NATIONAL TRUST ASCOTT HOUSE Thursday 21 Pickup 1pm village hall Fare £7.00 

MYSTERY BLUEBELL TEA TOUR Tuesday 26 Pickup from 2pm Fare £4.00 

For more information on all trips call 972 3986,  9.30 – 11.30 am,  

Monday – Friday or visit our office in the Village Hall, Sonning Common 

ROKEBY RECREATION GROUND 

Carrying on from last year, the Committee propose to hold a working party each month, to weed and weave 
the willow tunnels, turn the bark etc. 

If you are interested in helping, please contact a member of the Committee, or just turn up on the evening.  
(Jane Bowen on 972 2978) 

 

Dates and times: 

Monday, 11th April   – 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, 10th May   – 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 15th June   – 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. 

Thursday, 14th July   – 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. 

Friday, 12th August   – 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. 

Saturday, 10th September  – 2.30 to 3.30 p.m. 

 

If you can’t make any of these dates, but would like to join our Committee please give Jane a ring.  We meet 
twice a year and need new members to join our inspection rota.  This entails each member checking the site 
visually on a weekly basis for three weeks, with a hands on check in the fourth week before they hand over 
to the next person.   
Full training will be given.  If you have children using the recreation ground, you could do a check while they 
are playing. 
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Rural Exception Sites 

The Council has decided that there should be a Public Meeting, to be held in the new Pavilion on the first 
week of July, at which representatives from the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council ( "ORCC") and the 
South Oxfordshire District Council would explain the proposal to classify a small part of the land adjacent to 
the present housing at Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common, as a Rural Exception Site and to build six 
affordable dwellings on that land. 

The Council has already decided that it is in favour of some form of affordable housing in the Parish of 
Kidmore End and has accepted the findings of the ORCC that there is a need for six dwellings to be occu-
pied by those who qualify because of a local connection with the Parish. 

The purposes of the Public Meeting are: 

1. to enable parishioners to understand the scope of the proposal; 

2. to examine draft plans for various options on the configuration (which are likely to be the same as 
presented in this newsletter), 

3. to ask questions and to put forward views. 

In the meantime copies of the draft plans and of a letter from the ORCC explaining the scope of the  
proposal are being placed on the Council's web site as well as in this newsletter. 
The Parish Council expects to take a decision on whether or not to approve the proposal later in July.  If the 
Council approves it, the proposal will then go forward for planning consent, at which point the Council and 
all Parishioners will have a further opportunity of expressing their views to the SODC." 

 

Affordable housing sub-committee 

View of land for proposed Rural Exception site in Gallowstree Common 
Area bordered white represents proposal 1, the black bordered area is proposal’s 2 and 3 approximately. 
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Proposal 1 
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Proposal 2 
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Proposal 3 



 

 

ORCC letter to Parish Council 
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ORCC letter to Parish Council  contd... 
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Kidmore End Pre-School 

Best wishes,  Caroline Aldridge (Pre-school Manager, 972 3700)  

As always, we have had a very 
busy start to the New Year.   
Before term started on  
7
th
 January 2011, all the staff and 

some of the committee had first 
aid training.  This is a 12 hour 
course and covered just about 
everything and everyone passed! 
Then it was time to really get down 
to work.   

At the start of January we  
welcomed three new children to 
the pre-school.  We have all 
started working on our new topic, 
‘Our Community and people who 
help us’.  So far we have been  
visited by two police dog puppies 
and their handler, Calum.  Of 
course, the children preferred to 
climb in the police van, but we all 
had a lovely time.  Our second 
visitor was Karen Hurley, the foot 
doctor, and she showed all the 
children how to look after their 
feet!  We celebrated Burns Night 
on Tuesday 25

th
 and went to 

church on Wednesday 26th for the 
Little Lambs service. 

February was a short month for us 
in Kidmore End because tha last 
week was half term.  However, we 
did manage to fit in lots of  
activities.  We celebrated  
Candlemas on 2

nd
 February and 

Chinese New Year on 3
rd
.   

Everyone ate noodles, bean 
sprouts, red peppers and special 
red jelly in the shape of a rabbit, 
because this year is the Chinese 
Year of the rabbit. 

The children made heart fridge 
magnets and iced heart-shaped 
biscuits for Valentine’s Day.  On 
Wednesday 16

th
 pre-school was 

shut to enable all the staff to  

attend the Early Years Conference 
in Oxford.  This year the  
conference focussed on speech 
development in young children, 
and the importance of talking and 
listening to all children.  The staff 
had an enjoyable and informative 
day and have brought back lots of 
ideas to use in pre-school. 

Our busiest month so far this year 
has been March.  On Tuesday 1

st
 

we celebrated St David's Day, and 
on Thursday 3

rd
 we celebrated 

'World Book Day' by asking every 
child to come dressed up in a 
'Book Character' of their choice. 

The staff dressed up too!  Every 
child who attends pre-school  
received a 'World Book Day 
Voucher' to spend at their local 
bookshop.  All week the children 
talked about Libraries and staff 
read lots of extra stories to  
coincide with World Book Day. 

On Friday 4
th
 our chairman, 

Gemma Malaperiman, organised 
for a Fire engine to attend the  
Primary School and the children 
walked down to the school during 
the morning to meet the firemen 
and learn about what they do. 
Some of the school children were 
also invited and everyone had a 
marvellous and informative time, 
including the firemen!  

On Thursday 8
th
, we celebrated 

Shrove Tuesday with lots of  
pancakes and on Thursday 17

th
 

we celebrated St Patrick’s Day.  

We marked Red Nose Day on  
Friday 18

th
, and visited the church 

on Wednesday 23
rd
 for the Little 

Lambs church service. 

We  
finished 
off March 
with our  
Annual 
Easter 
Egg Hunt 
on 27

th
. This year, we organised 

the hunt from Kidmore End  
Primary School. Next year we 
hope to organise our annual fund 
raiser from the new pavilion in  
Gallowstree Common.  As this 
goes to press, I don’t know how 
much money has been raised, but 
I would like to thank all our  
sponsors, particularly the New Inn 
and all the other local businesses 
who gave prizes for our silent  
auction and, of course, everyone 
who helped out on the day,  
particularly Adele Hawkes, 
Gemma Malaperiman and Jane 
Topham who spent a lot of time 
organising the event. 

The Parish room is looking very 
colourful with all the art work  
produced by the children,  
including a lovely map of the  
village with pictures of all the local 
amenities and lots of fire engines! 

We do have a few sessions  
available if you would like your 
child to come along.  Our pre-
school is very small and friendly. 
Session numbers are limited to 14 
children.  If you would like to learn 
more, please contact Louise Wood 
on 924 2740 or by e-mail at  
loulou.wood@btinternet.com.  
Otherwise, check out our website 
at 
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk. 
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21 January 

Pavilion update 

Here are some more pictures of the progress of the pavilion.   
As with most building projects, things suddenly take shape as the wall are completed and the roof put on. 
The inside work then occupies  much of  the remainder of the building time with nothing much to see.   
These pictures take you up to the end of March.  

The objective is for completion at the start of June.  If you find yourself by the pavilion, you can peer in 
through the security fence and see how it is going. 

More on page 14 

26 November 
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03 April 

06 March 

17 February 
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7th May 2nd XI  v  Windsor 3rds 9th July 1st XI  v  Falkland 2nds 

14th May 1st XI  v  Chesham 16th July 2nd XI  v  Burnham 3rds 
21st May 2nd XI  v  Princes Risborough 23rd July 1st XI  v  Burnham 2nds 

28th May 2nd XI  v  Bagshot 2nds 30th July 1st XI  v  Reading 2nds 

4th June 1st XI  v  Maidenhead and Bray 6th August 2nd XI  v  Purley 2nds 

11th June 2nd XI  v  Stoke Green 13th August 1st XI  v  Boyne Hill 

18th June 1st XI  v  Bagshot 20th August 2nd XI  v  Slough 3rds 

25th June 2nd XI  v  Sonning 2nds 27th August 1st XI  v  Sonning 

2nd July 1st XI  v  Wokingham 3rd September 2nd XI  v  Marlow 2nds 

Kidmore End Cricket Club 

Keith Atkinson  (972 2844) 

The 2011 cricket season should 
be very exciting with the  
opportunity of playing in front of a 
brand new pavilion.  There will be 
much work to be done when the 
building is handed over by the 
contractors and it will need a  
massive input from members to 
get things shipshape before we 
start playing.  The club is in  
partnership with Kidmore End  
Parish Council for this huge  
project, the biggest challenge of 
which has been the raising of 
funds.  It is right and proper to pay 
tribute to John Sheldon who has 
spent so much time on this aspect. 
It would be fair to say that the  
rebuilding would not be taking 
place had it not been for his  
enthusiastic efforts. 

For the third successive year, 
2010 focused very much on fund 
raising for the new pavilion.  After 
a hugely successful Ball in  
Reading Town Hall in 2008 and a 
second Ball in 2009, both backed 
up by a number of donations, 
2010 was a further success as 
John Sheldon persuaded mainly 
former players and non-playing 
members to contribute.  The  
consequence is that the cricket 
club has raised in excess of  
£46,000 and we are on target to 
reach £50,000 by the time the  

pavilion is completed in Spring. 
However, this is not the only 
KECC contribution.  John Sheldon 
has had extensive negotiations 
with the England & Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB), supported by others 
in the preparation of vast amounts 
of paperwork.  As a result, an ECB 
grant of £75,000 has been  
received, plus a ten-year loan of 
£25,000.  Members of the cricket 
club have had to act as guarantors 
to the ECB for this loan. 
Consequently, the club needs to 
keep a firm foot on the fundraising 
pedal. 

Meanwhile, running costs of the 
club amounted to £17,000 in 2010, 
a year in which we had no major 
expenses.  To fund this  
expenditure, the club is entirely 
dependent upon subscriptions, 
match fees, bar income and fund 
raising activities.  Subscriptions 
are unchanged in 2011. This 
means that, for the second year, 
£20 of every playing and family 
subscription will go to the pavilion 
fund.  This will not be enough to 
service the ECB loan in addition to 
our normal running costs.  So a 
range of fund raising activities 
must be organised to utilise the 
new pavilion as much as possible 
to achieve our goals. 

Those who have 
made a separate 
donation towards 
the cost of the  
pavilion deserve enormous  
appreciation. If any reader has not 
donated already, please make 
every effort to support the new  
pavilion.  Present and future  
generations will be able to enjoy 
top class facilities for many years. 

Junior Cricket Activities. 
The Junior 2011 season will begin 
with outdoor training on Mondays 
and Tuesdays as soon as weather 
and new pavilion work allow.   
We intend to maintain our ability to 
provide quality cricket for nearly 
200 youngsters, but we will be  
relying heavily on parental input 
across the range of the club's  
activities.  So Mums and Dads, 
please don't be shy in stepping 
forward as every little helps! 

Any enquiries about junior cricket 
should be directed to Mark New: 
newmOOl@rbwm.org  
0118-948 1606] or  
Cameron Livingstone-Smith 
cls@livingstone-s.freeserve.co .uk 

Please note that the club is very 
keen for junior cricketers to  
graduate to senior cricket. This 
should be the aim of every  
youngster.  

The Season Ahead 
The club season begins on 16th April, when Kidmore End 1st XI visits Wokingham with a 1 pm start.  
Morrant Thames Valley League matches begin on 7th May, with the 1st XI playing away against Falkland 
2nds.  The 2nd XI is at home to Windsor 3rds, while the 3rd XI plays Cove 5ths away. TVL matches have a 
new start time of 1 pm this season.  Thames and Chilterns Sunday Competition matches begin on 15th May, 
when the 1st XI is away at Windsor, starting at 2 pm.  Saturday afternoon matches in the Morrant Thames 
Valley League at Gallowstree Common will be as follows:  (Spectators are most welcome at all matches) 
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Local Weather Report: 2011 

 Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cel Fahr Cel Fahr mm in 

November 2.5 36 9.0 48 59 2.3 

December -3.1 26 3.4 38 29 1.2 

January -1.7 29 7.8 46 111 4.4 

Rainfall - 4 months to the end of February 2011 263 10.4 

   

Total rainfall previous 12 months Mar 2009 to Feb 2011 656 25.8 

February 3.7 38 9.9 50 64 2.5 

This is 4% less than the normal twelve month average rainfall of 685mm (27 in) or 57 mm / 2 ¼ inches per 
month.  

November saw the average monthly rainfall during the first three weeks, leaving the last week to be dry, 

until the first snowfall of 12 mm (½ in) arrived on the 30
th
.  

December was mainly dry during the first two weeks until more snow came on the 16
th 
and 18

th 
producing a 

total snowfall of approximately 280 mm (11in). Some rain at the end on the month, together with the earlier 
snow only gave slightly more than half the usual monthly precipitation of 29 mm (1.2 in). 
January’s rainfall was spread mainly over the middle of the month with double the average falling, helping 
to offset the shortfall in December! 
February’s rainfall was slightly above the annual monthly average, falling mainly over the last three weeks 
of the month. Whilst this month used to be known as ‘February Fill Dyke’, suggesting that there was usually 
high rainfall to fill the dykes and ditches etc, this year’s lower than expected figure will not help to satisfy the 
ever increasing demands we make on the reservoirs and underground aquifers.  

Derek Brown (972 3895) 

The very low figures for November and December (33 nights below zero recorded, compared with 18 for 
the same months in 2009) seem to have set the pattern for the cold winter and slow plant growth we are  
experiencing. 

Average temperatures for November and December are therefore considerably lower than for those in 
2009, whilst the figures for January and February are very much higher, to the point of almost balancing out 
the average to nearly the normal. 

Although February is officially the end of the three month winter period for meteorologists, the colder nights 
seem to have returned again.  We await the spring with interest! 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to February 2011 

 Lowest  Highest 

November -5.4C 12F (28
th
) 17.5C 63F (4

th
) 

December -10.6C 13F (20
th
) 8.2C 47F (29

th
) 

January -2.8C 27F (31
st
) 12.7C 55F (13

th
) 

February -1.3C 30F (8
th
) 13.5C 56F (25

th
) 
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Thames Valley Fungus Group 

Our group has about 34 – 40 members, ranging nationally from known experts to complete beginners. 

We organise about ten fungus forays each year, during the fungus season ( September, October and  
November) at various locations, usually within a twenty mile radius of Reading. 

We publish one Newsletter per year, usually in late summer and send out our foray programme with it.  
Various members lead the forays. 

‘Picking for the pot’ is not our main intention.  We aim to learn more about fungi in general but we all learn 
about the edible ones in due course. 

Annual membership costs only £2.00 (per household) so it has to be good value! 

New members are always welcome. 

All enquiries to me – Gordon Crutchfield. 947 1772 

Thank goodness that the winter weather is finally behind us, and the days are  
lengthening. Do not let the warm weather fool you; there is a possibility of frosty nights 
up until the middle of May which would kill any summer bedding that is put outside too 
early. 

Lawn care  The rain and snow have really given lawns a hammering.  Conditions have 
been perfect for moss growth and every lawn is looking a little worse for wear.  Now that 
the days are lengthening and the temperatures are rising, it is a good time to try to  
promote grass growth and vigour.  Moss is a sign of poor drainage, so anything that you can do to improve 
drainage will help your lawn.  Aerating your lawn (either using a garden fork or hiring a hollow tine machine), 
and brushing in lawn dressing will help drainage.  A spring feed will promote growth, and dethatching by 
scarifying your lawn will remove dead grass and moss enabling your grass to grow better (use a garden rake 
or hire a machine for this).  Adding iron (Fe), a constituent of lawn sand and fertilizers, will green up your 
grass and kill moss. 

Snow damage  Those shrubs which showed signs of damage in 2009-10 have faced even worse weather 
this winter.  If your precious shrub only just about survived last winter, then I have a feeling that this winter 
has been the final straw!  It is time to dig out the brown and lifeless twigs and start again. 

Colour  Give your spring bulbs a feed with Growmore, Vitax or similar NPK fertilizer before the leaves die 
down.  This will promote flowering next year.  If your bulbs are getting congested and not flowering well and 
you have not had time to dig them up, split them and replant, mark the spot with a stick so that you are able 
to dig them up when all the foliage has died down and replant in September.  It is a good idea to label the 
stick (so you remember why you put the stick there!), and put a small plant pot, empty drink container or  
yoghurt pot, or cork on the top of the stick (to prevent eye injuries when you bend down without thinking next 
to the stick).  Sow your summer annuals, and get your pots and baskets ready for all those wonderful plants. 

Beginner’s veggie patch  Now that the soil is warming up, you can sow peas, sugarsnaps, mange toutes, 
carrots, spring onions, beetroot, lettuces, spinach, etc. straight into the ground.  If you like winter brassicas 
and leeks, get them started off now or it will be too late and your plants will be disappointingly small.  If you 
have not got your potatoes in yet, get a move on.  Traditionally, main crop potatoes should be planted on 
Good Friday!  I successfully grew salad potatoes in large pots last year, and will do this again.  If you have a 
greenhouse or warm window sill, sow your courgettes and squashes into pots now, ready to harden off at 
the end of May and plant out in the veggie patch along with your tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers.  Get 
ready to sow your French, pole, dwarf and runner beans straight into the ground in May. 

Gardening 

Happy Gardening 

Caroline Aldridge (972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 0845 8505 505 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  e-mail: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 

Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 e-mail orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Giles Martin 972 2365 

Parish Council Vice-Chairman Roddy Young 972 2097 

Clerk to the Council  Roger Penfold 947 3130 
 e-mail  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 940 2299 

Robert Peasgood 972 1877 
e-mail rob@peasgood.net 

County Councillor 

Carol Viney 01491 680887 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  
 (01491 578267) 

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 
 (01491 572129) 

Services also available at: (call above numbers for an appointment) 

Sonning Common (Health Centre)  11 am - 2 pm (2nd & 4th Tue) 
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 1 pm (Tuesdays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 1 pm (Thursdays) 

CAB website www.adviceguide.org.uk 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 972 2247 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
 www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 
Spring 2011 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Let us know 
by contacting one of the editors. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles should be sent to 
one of the editors.  

The closing date for the next edition 

is Friday 20 May 2011. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Spring Diary 

APR FISH BUS TRIPS............................ 5 

10 April Parochial Church Meeting 

24 April Easter Monday 

 9.30 am .......Eucharist - Christ the King 
 11.00am......Sung Eucharist - St John’s 

25 June Gift Day 

KE Cricket Fixtures .............................. 15 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 20 Apr 2011 

 18 May 2011 

 22 Jun 2011 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  

including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com) 

Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com) 972 3895 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 972 1001 

Jackie Russell 972 2214 

Parish Council website www.kepc.info 
 e-mail webmaster@kepc.info 


