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Report of Outgoing Chairman of Parish Council
After what seemed to have been
frantic activity at the time, across
the summer of 2011, the autumn
and winter has been a relatively
calm time for your Council.
As I write this, the Scottish March
temperature records have been
broken on successive days, and
the cold and difficult winters of
2009/10 and 20101/11 seem like
a distant memory. Certainly, the
winter now gone has been
relatively mild, and was,
fortunately, pretty much snowfree. Your Council is still working
on a winter conditions plan,
although earlier ideas were thrown
into confusion by the County
Council's unexpected decision as
to winter salt supplies. Despite
representations from a number of
parish counsels, I doubt that the
County Council will relent.
The Council's Transport SubCommittee (Sue Biggs and John
Swift) is seeking to take forward
some ideas with relevant officers
of the County Council. I think it
fair to say that progress with the
ideas is slow (as has often
seemed to be the case on
highways' issues in the past).
It does seem, however, that
'simple' remedial works can be
carried out by the County Council
quickly, once the highways'
people have been alerted to the
defect. In that respect, please do
not assume that other people will
have reported a defect you see,
but alert the County yourself. The
contact details are shown
elsewhere in the Newsletter.
In this vein, a number of potholes
have been repaired - especially
the deep one just outside my gate,
the footway repaired at the east
end of Gallowstree Common, the
nearby hedge cut back and the
damaged sign in Tokers Green
replaced.
Returning to the Transport SubCommittee, I think its work with
Kidmore End School, and the
Police, is beginning to bear fruit, in

that the issues of parking near the
school are being confronted and
some solutions are coming into
play. I am particularly grateful to
those residents of Kidmore End
who have allowed parking on their
driveways in the hope of relieving
the present congestion.
The link from that subject to the
next might seem tenuous, but the
much vaunted Localism Act
received the Royal Assent in
November last year and your
Council has had a brief look at its
provisions, as they relate to a
parish council and this one in
particular. One of the most
obvious effects of the Act will be
the changes to the planning
regime. The Regional Spatial
Strategy (the short lived
successor to the old county
structure plans) has been
abolished, but local development
frameworks (successors to local
plans) will remain. The District
Council is still trying to steer its
LDF through the inspection
process. It is desperately keen to
have the core strategy in place by
May this year, because it is
concerned that otherwise it will be
fighting off developers. This fear
arises from the thrust of the
national planning guidelines,
announced last week, which seem
to include a presumption in favour
of sustainable development.
Much store is being placed on
neighbourhood plans - plans
developed by people in parishes
or parts of parishes, in our
context. The full picture of what
this entails is not yet available, but
it does seem that such plans start
from the assumption that there will
be housing growth, rather than
what we have been used to for
many years here - restraint. What
is more, neighbourhood plans
seem to come with a hefty price
tag. I doubt that Kidmore End
Parish Council will be in the
vanguard on this, but your Council
is, nevertheless, co-operating with
Sonning Common Parish Council

who are gearing up to produce a
plan. More details about a public
meeting in connection with the
Sonning Common plan are given
elsewhere in this edition.
That aside, the Localism Act 2011
is a bit of a mixed bag. There are
provisions under the heading of
'Community Empowerment' for
regulations about establishing
whether Council Tax increases
are excessive, in terms of
principles set by the Secretary of
State, and referenda on such
increases. As parish councils are
local precepting authorities, the
provisions apply to them. After
performing the calculations, a
parish council will need to give
notice to the billing authority
(district council) if the increase is
deemed excessive. The billing
authority will then hold a
referendum, presumably at the
expense of the parish council
(and, therefore, the local Council
Tax payers). If the referendum
'goes against' the parish council,
the Secretary of State could issue
a direction as to how much the
precept should be.
Reference is made to the
community right to challenge,
whereby parish councils, voluntary
bodies, charities or employees of
an authority can express interest
in providing or assisting to provide
a service by a county or district
council.
This Part of the Act also covers
the compilation of lists of assets of
community value. These are
buildings or land which the
authority think will further the
social well-being or social
interests of the local community.
These can be identified by
community nomination. The
owner of listed assets may not sell
them during the protected period
without offering the community the
opportunity to bid for them. Lists
will be maintained by district or
county councils.
Since I last reported to you on the
Parish Council, your Council has

K ID M O RE E ND P ARIS H C OU N CIL

P AG E 3

Report of Outgoing Chairman of Parish Council continued
set its budget for the year
commencing 1 April 2012.
Indeed, you will already have
received your Council Tax bills for
the year. Because of particular
circumstances this year, the
Council has, I am afraid, had to
raise its precept for 2012/13 to
£36,000. While this is a
significant increase, it represents
a payment of £53.56 by the
average household, for the year £1 each week. Even so, the cost
to Council Tax payers here is

lower than the District-wide parish
average for 2012/13, which is
£70.78.
The Council is having to restore
its balances following in the wake
of the Pavilion project. The
Council customarily recovers all
VAT paid from HM Revenue &
Customs. However,
unexpectedly, HMRC decreed that
the contributions made by the
Cricket and Football Clubs
towards the cost of the Pavilion
had to be disregarded, for VAT

reclamation purposes, because
the clubs would benefit from the
facility. This cost your Council
over £11,600 of VAT which could
not be reclaimed. The Council
has, as a result, also adopted a
very tight budget for 2012/13, and
a number of previously funded
projects have been abandoned.
Finally, I was delighted to spot
three residents who were not
parish councillors at the Annual
Parish Meeting on the 21 March!

Giles Martin (Former chairman, Kidmore End Parish Council)

Lewis Cowper gets Golden Boot at German tournament

AFC HENLEY U13s went on an annual
exchange tournament to Leichlingen
near Dusseldorf in Germany in April.
The Henley Knights were unbeaten on
Saturday and finally came in fourth in
the tournament on the Sunday. One of
the star performers of the whole
international tournament was from our
parish - Henley Knights striker Lewis
Cowper picked up the Golden Boot
award after scoring eight goals.
(Ed)
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Report from the Incoming Chairman of the Parish Council
At the end of the April Parish Council meeting, Giles Martin and Roddy Young decided to stand down as
Parish Councillors after many years of devoted service to our community. I would like to thank both Giles
and Roddy for their long years of service, Giles was chair for 16 years and Roddy Vice Chair for 14 years.
At the following meeting, in May, I was elected to take the position of Chair. I am now looking forward to the
challenge of working with the Parish Council in this new role over the coming year.
There were several important projects (on a Parish level) that took place during the tenure of Giles and
Roddy, including, in more recent years, the construction of the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree
Common and the decision on a location for affordable housing.
In this, my first contribution to the newsletter, I thought I would take the opportunity to mention some of the
matters that will be taken forward in the months ahead.
We are a small Parish – of about 500 households. The decisions of the Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)
and the South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) can affect the lives of everyone in the Parish. We invite
their representatives, Carol Viney OCC and Rob Siminster SODC to attend our monthly meetings, and I am
keen to take a fresh look at how the interests of parishioners can be reflected in the decisions made by these
bodies – which are accountable to us. It can be a struggle to get these larger organisations to focus on local
problems, but that is what the parish council is here to do and I intend to pursue that objective. At a recent
meeting, Inspector Mark Harling, from Henley police, asked to meet rural parish councillors to discuss closer
working relationships between the councils and police. The Parish council is also looking at the
government's Localism Bill and the impact this Bill will have on the Parish.
The Diamond Jubilee Pavilion is one of the great assets of the Parish and is owned by the parish council.
I look forward to working with the playing fields committee and I will be encouraging innovative use of the
pavilion so that parishioners are the beneficiaries of this very large investment. I wish to thank the Sports
Clubs and all the organisations and individuals for their huge support in fundraising and getting this new
pavilion built.
Ongoing projects include: working with the school and local PCSO's to monitor and try to improve the traffic
during the school drop off and pick up times at Kidmore End; discussions with OCC Highways regarding the
drainage of the road near the Kidmore End pond.; fundraising for play areas in the villages and updating
equipment (e.g. Gallowstree Common has a new train). Any ideas/thoughts for other projects would be
much appreciated.
As chairman, I would like to emphasise that the parish council is accountable to everyone within the parish.
I really hope that you do see the parish councillors as approachable people within your community, and I
would like to encourage you to tell us what you think our priorities should be for the near future. I see the
council meetings as a venue for parishioners to communicate the community concerns, but also how you
would like our parish to look in the future and how we can work together to make this a reality.
Methods of communication with the parish council are:
 Reading the Newsletter, which is the primary source of information on what is currently taking place;
 Going online to read the Kidmore End Parish Council website (http://www.kepc.info/ ). Items of current
interest are regularly uploaded, giving you access to information more swiftly that we can do with the
newsletter;
 Contacting councillors directly. There are details on the website of all the Parish councillors, and it is
also possible to contact the council by email via the website.
The parish council has had a few changes in members besides Giles and Roddy retiring. Rupert Gutteridge
has left, and I would like to thank him for his work on the council. You may have seen him wading in the
pond to retrieve and repair the duck house. Jane Williams and Caroline Aldridge have recently joined the
council and we welcome them on board. We currently still have two vacancies on the parish council. If you
are interested and would like further information about the role, then please don't hesitate to contact anyone
on the parish council. I look forward to seeing you at council meetings or hearing from you via email.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the West Wall Appeal Fund for the work that
has taken place to raise the substantial sum of money needed for the restoration of the church wall at
(Continued on page 5)

K ID M O RE E ND P ARIS H C OU N CIL

P AG E 5

Report from the Incoming Chairman of the Parish Council

(from page 4)

St John the Baptist, Kidmore End . I think that many of us have got a great deal of enjoyment from the very
well organised events that have taken place, and at the same time met up with people we hadn't seen for a
while.
Sue Biggs (Chairman, Kidmore End Parish Council)

Report of Chairman of Playing Fields Committee
The Committee consists of three
parish councillors, two
representatives from each of the
cricket and football clubs and our
clerk Mr Penfold. During the year
Mr Fred Curzon decided after
many years of service to stand
down as one of the cricket club's
representatives. The committee
have thanked Mr Curzon for his
dedication, enthusiasm and
support.
This has of course been a
momentous year for the playing
Fields Committee. The
completion and opening in June
last year of the New Pavilion. It
has taken many years of
fundraising and hard work but we
now have a wonderful facility that
we hope will be in use not only by
our generation but many
generations to come.
We are of course indebted to the
enormous number of people who
have given their time, together
with the many sponsors who have

given so generously to make this
project a reality.
Dog fouling on the playing area at
the Gallowstree Common
Recreation Ground has been an
ongoing problem during the past
year; however we have, since the
completion of the new pavilion
been able to install a new fence
along the northern boundary of
the car park together with a pedestrian gate. We have also
re-sited the dog hygiene bin, and
sincerely hope that the measures
we have taken will reduce
considerably the incidence of
fouling on the playing area.
As I reported last year the
Children's Play Areas at both
Kidmore End and Gallowstree
Common are in need of
refurbishment. Although we have
replaced one piece of play
equipment at Gallowstree
Common this year and continue to
maintain the safety surfaces, we
have found it necessary to

dismantle pieces of equipment
that are no longer safe for children
to use.
The focus of the Playing Fields
Committee in the coming year
must be to seek funding to enable
us to move forward with a
replacement schedule. I would
like to thank Councillor Sue Biggs
for her efforts to secure outside
funding for the Play Areas
We are fortunate that vandalism in
the area is thankfully not a
significant issue but nevertheless
our local area beat officer
continues to monitor the situation
when on duty.
Our mowing and maintenance
contractor Mr Ian Kendrick
continues to provide a good
service and keep both play areas
tidy. As always I would like to
conclude my report by thanking all
the members of the Playing Fields
Committee together with our clerk
Mr Penfold for their support and
enthusiasm.

R S Young (Chairman, Playing Fields Committee)

Kidmore End Cricket Club - www.pitchero.com/clubs/kidmoreendcricketclub
The very poor weather of late April, early May and early June has had the effect of turning the outcome of
many cricket competitions into a lottery. These lines were written just after the Edgbaston Test Match in
June when three of the five days were washed out, the first two days lost for the first time in a Test Match in
England since 1964.
At Gallowstree Common, junior cricket was particularly badly hit with many fixtures needing to be
re-arranged in the hope that they can be played eventually. Both the representative matches, between
Berkshire Ladies CCC and Kent Ladies CCC on 3rd June and against Essex Ladies CCC on 4th June, were
abandoned without a ball being bowled. Senior Thames Valley League matches have not been so unlucky.
After five matches, the 1st XI had won two (against Sonning and Boyne Hill), drawn one and lost two.
The annual Kwik Cricket Tournament, involving children from local primary schools, is scheduled to take
place on Monday, 2nd July. On Bank Holiday Monday, 26th August, the President's XI will play the
Chairman's XI, an occasion which will provide fun for all the family, with a bouncy castle and hog roast
among the attractions.
Keith Atkinson (972 2844)
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West Wall Appeal – St John The Baptist
Back in November last year, I promised to keep you all informed of progress, so I
am delighted to tell you that we have raised just over £40,000 as I write.
Additionally, the scaffolding has gone up on the West Wall, – proof of the success
of the Appeal! And in case you are concerned, the bell has been removed so that
any local “scrap-merchants” cannot be tempted!
The fund raising events were as follows:
December 2011 Quiz Night

£665.95

March 2012

Organ Recital

£2,223.50

April 2012

Barn Dance

£5,078.78

May 2012

Tractor Rides, Treasure Hunts and Teas

£526.95

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust are kindly donating £8,000 to the fund but the
majority of the funds have come from private donations – an amazing £21,200 to
date!
What an amazing final weekend! The Celebration in Music and Flowers was very well supported, as was the
exhibition, entitled “The Parish, Past and Present”.
The church looked wonderful, decked out in the colours of the rainbow, an inspirational idea from Moira
Lawrie, who led a team of ten decorating the church over 4 days. Enormous thanks to Moira for her hard
work, support and her vision – the bicycle on the well added a final dramatic touch. Our thanks to the Parish
Council Chairman, Sue Biggs, for the loan of the bike and the wonderful baskets, including a Dutch wicker
child’s seat on the back! A combined effort of both “parishes”!
Each window was themed with a different colour of the
rainbow, with a matching hoop on the wall beside it.
Both the porch arch and the large pedestal in the Choir
used all the colours of the rainbow, to dramatic effect,
the pedestal being lit to display the glowing colours
within the arrangement.
The Parish was incredibly generous, donating
sufficient funds to allow all the flowers to be bought
without having to take money from the Appeal. A list of
those remembered in the flowers stood in the Porch and
the whole display was a fitting memorial to loved ones
over the years.
At 2 p.m., the Church Choir arrived, decked out in – the
colours of the rainbow! They were joined by Mrs Salt
and the School Choir, who sang with obvious enjoyment
and great gusto. Several local musicians performed
solos and duets, all of which were greeted with
enthusiasm from a large audience. The concert ended
with Fanshawe’s “Lord’s Prayer” from his “African
Sanctus”, with Marion Olsen singing from the pulpit and
the School and Church Choirs providing a heart-warming
choral background.
A truly dramatic ending to a
wonderful concert.
Frances Brewitt-Taylor
masterminded the whole concert and accompanied all
the soloists. Our thanks to her – once again.
Frances’s mother contributed to the day as well, showing
her popular jewellery and again, making a generous contribution to the Appeal.
The exhibition in the Parish Room was well received. It showed photos and documents from times past,
together with more modern documents such as the current Ofsted report on Kidmore End School, giving it
“Outstanding” status.
Alistair and Caroline McAslan put together a wonderful rolling display of old photos and drawings on a
screen, showing its buildings, its people and its institutions.
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West Wall Appeal – St John The Baptist continued...
The displays centred on four themes: The church, the school, the parish, and “the church – not just for
Sundays”. The parish display included several original drawings by Alan Gunn, fondly remembered by many
and whose iconic pictures of the
village still feature widely.
An
explanation of the difference
between the Church and the Civil
Parishes was well received!
However, the differences make up
the whole, as shown in the final
theme, designed to show the
often unknown work of the church,
where Little Lambs, the Sunday
School, the Prayer Circle, the Men’s
Group and the Parish Care Scheme
were featured. Someone asked if
the Care Scheme was “just for
churchgoers” to which the answer is
“no – it offers support and advice to
anyone in the parish requiring help
through illness, bereavement,
Moira Lawrie and Jocelyn Lynch
loneliness, or other problems”.
Finally, The New Inn served Cream Teas to many visitors, and donated a generous 50% of their takings to
the Appeal – well over £100.
On Sunday 24th June, Bishop John Bone preached to a large congregation, many of whom had helped over
the period of the Appeal. The Bishop congratulated the community for its achievement over the Appeal and
said that, like John the Baptist, when we do not follow our more logical minds, remarkable things can happen.
This has been my own experience. Every time I have asked for help, it has been given. People have been
so generous with their donations, but also with their time and their advice. This has been a real community
effort and I would like to thank you all for your
support.
I do not have a final total yet, as money is still coming
in and will continue to do so over the next few
months. There are still two events to come; Simon
Classey’s Bungee Jump which sadly, had to be
postponed again (this year’s weather conditions!) and
the Ploughing Match at Vine’s Farm on 9th
September.
However, I can confirm that we have raised over
£44,000 (including some money promised, but still to
come) – an amazing total in only 8 months! The
Appeal Fund will remain open therefore, should
anyone still wish to make a donation. These can be
left in the church or sent to The Rectory, or to me at
Old Glebe, Wood Lane, Kidmore End. Cheques
should be made payable to “Kidmore End PCC” (Parochial Church Council).
Remember, if you are a taxpayer you can Gift Aid your donation, which would enable us to claim back 25p for
every pound you give, which can make a significant difference. Envelopes are available both in the church or
from me.
So now the scaffolding is up and the work has started. And in case you are concerned, the bell has been
removed so that any local “scrap-merchants” cannot be tempted!
I would like to thank all those who have given their support, both financial and practical, in making this appeal
so successful – the friendship and sense of community generated over the past months are some of the most
important outcomes of the Appeal. We must keep up this wonderful spirit of community in the years ahead!
Jocelyn Lynch (Treasurer, West Wall Appeal) 972 4699 joss.lynch@googlemail.com,
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Kidmore End School choir

The Parish Church
We thank all those who collected for and contributed to Christian Aid, during
May; the amount collected was in excess of £1900 – a great result, once
again, taking into account the difficult financial circumstances still being faced
by many, at this time.
Our thanks, too, to Eileen Pearson for organising the collection, yet again. It
should be noted, however, that whereas the sum collected represents the
combined total for Sonning Common and Kidmore End, a shortage of volunteer house-to-house collectors
for Kidmore End meant that the amount raised in that parish was less than might otherwise have been the
case.
We are grateful, too, to those who contributed to the West Wall Appeal – for essential repair work at St
John’s. More about that, however, can be found elsewhere in this issue of the Newsletter.
ATTENTION ALL CYCLISTS! Saturday 8th September is the date of this year’s Ride/Stride event – in
support of Historical Churches in Oxfordshire. A date for cyclists and walkers to put in their diaries. Half the
money raised in sponsorship, in this Parish, we are able retain, to help with the ever-increasing cost of
preserving our Parish Church.
Enquiries and sponsorship forms: Stefano Cascarini, (972 1137)
Another diary date is Sunday 6th October, when we have our Harvest Lunch. Watch out for details.
Full details of our/your church activities can be found on our website: www.lambandflag.org
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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The Churchyard, St John The Baptist, Kidmore End
The Church Council has been very grateful and heartened by the recent support by members of the local
community for their help in tidying the churchyard at St John's. As you will appreciate, this is an ongoing
activity - a bit like painting the Forth Bridge! - and so any help that is offered would make an enormous
difference to the appearance of the churchyard.
A small team of parishioners meets on the first Saturday each month between 10. 00am and 12.00pm, but
that leaves another 30 days, when work could be done! If anyone is free to come along to St John's on
Saturday, July 7th, we can show you where help is needed on a regular basis. This might encourage you to
come along at any time - even for a short while. Below is a list of jobs to be done, though of course there
may be others! You will need to bring your own tools.
Wall

strip any ivy
trim lime trees round bases
remove ivy from trees
overhanging branches

Graves

expose hidden graves
clear ivy
weeds
trim round edges

Pick up fallen branches, exterminate brambles wherever seen!, edging on paths
weeding paths, area behind shed /vestry needs maintenance - Keep flints stored there
Soft rubbish on compost heap (near school) or in the brown bin by the vestry door
Bonfire for wood, - branches, etc.
If you would like any further information, please ring either
Frances Brewitt-Taylor -948 2743 or Jenny MacGregor - 947 2855

From Canon Graham Foulis Brown, Rector
This sadly is the last issue of the Kidmore End Parish Newsletter that will be published while the Revd Barry Olsen
remains Associate Priest in the benefice. In 2002, I became
Rector of Peppard, in addition to Kidmore End and Sonning
Common, where I had been Vicar since 1990. To provide the
necessary support, the Diocese bought a house off Blounts
Court Road for a ‘House for Duty’ priest to live in and an
appointment needed to be made.
Barry Olsen was retiring after 39 years of full time ministry,
18 in his native New Zealand and 23 in the Guildford Diocese.
He came to England in 1981 so that his wife Marion could
pursue her singing career, bringing their children Charles and
Rebecca, with them. We have greatly benefited from
Marion’s musical talents in church, in the concerts she has
organised and in her own occasional performances.
Barry offered me three years’ work, nine years ago. He must have enjoyed himself to have stayed for nine
and I know how much his ministry has been appreciated in many ways and that he has become well known
in our villages. He has been a very supportive colleague.
The Bishop of Dorchester says, “House for Duty priests stay five years but then there’s Barry”. Barry has
been described as the only Maori-speaking , bagpipe playing, bibliophile priest there can be – his Kindle
always at the ready! He is Chaplain to the Maori community in London and of the New Zealand Society.
Much will be said in the two parishes but it would be wrong for there to be no mention made in the three
Parish Council publications. Barry’s last service will be at St John’s Kidmore End on Sunday 29th July. The
Olsens intend to move some time in August. We shall miss them and wish them well in their new home.
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Children at Craysleaze, Kidmore End in fancy dress for the Coronation Day party, June 1953
Photo courtesy of Julie Austin

For more Jubilee images goto www.kepc.info/gallery

or Scan this Code
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Jubilee Day Photos
As you will know, we had several events
planned for the Jubilee weekend. Those of us
who were lucky enough to have chosen Saturday for the celebration lunchtime party were
the more fortunate and did not have to suffer
the washout of Sunday. So the pictures that
follow are all from the Saturday event in the
school playing field.
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The Old Order Changes
As you will see from the two
chairman's reports, it is a
momentous occasion for the
parish, or at least as momentous
as parish news can be. You will
read in Sue's report that Giles and
Roddy resigned after many years
of stalwart service and Sue Biggs
and Richard McQuillen took their
places.

on, which are the responsibility of
the county and over which we
have almost no influence it
seems. So as not to put too much
burden on the council rate, we
seek to get grants for much of the
recreation funding and that is why
it is a slowish process. However,
I think Sue's determination will
see us through in the end.

I am sure it is likely that it will take
a while for the new chairman and
vice chairman to 'bed-in', as you
might say, but I am equally sure
they are looking forward to
continuing the tradition of serving
the parish.

Another challenge may well be
presented by the Localism Act.
As you know, we have now had a
number of independent surveys
with regard to Affordable Housing,
and the need for this is stable and
has recently been satisfied by the
arrangements that will eventually
be put in to place at Gallowstree
Common (when funds permit).
The regional plans expect quite a
lot of development in the major
towns of the region, but the same
plan specifically says that such a
proportional increase would not be
expected to be accommodated in
the smaller villages. Nonetheless,
as you might notice from the
efforts Sonning Common are
putting into a neighbourhood plan,
it is important to know what
development pressures might be
over the horizon and what our
position and responsibilities are in
this matter. We have already got
one of the councillors engaged in
looking into this quite complex
legal matter so that we have a
considered and independent view,
and she will report to the council
when she has had time to get a

While Giles and Roddy steered
the Parish Council there were
many challenges, and, by and
large, those challenges were
successfully dealt with. However,
it seems that no sooner as one
challenge is overcome, so another
one pops its head up. As a result,
your council continues to beaver
away, through its sub-committees,
to make life as comfortable and
stable for you as possible.
The current challenges are many,
and Sue sets them out in her
report, but an on-going important
one is the provision of new
recreation facilities. You may have
noticed that there are more young
faces about than there were a few
years ago, so the need to improve
the facilities for the young is more
pressing than ever. That is
actually the PC's responsibility, as
opposed to roads, paths and so

clear picture in her mind. If you
are interested in our
understanding, sometime in the
Autumn you might expect a report
to go on the parish web site. We
are too small to have a
neighbourhood plan, but our
District Councillors have been
very helpful in suggesting
alternative ways to move forward.
When we have set out our initial
thoughts, parishioners might like
to comment on what they feel the
parish 'plan' should be, so that the
council has a clear idea of what
our neighbours would like the
parish to evolve into over the
coming decades. As has
happened in the past, you can
expect your parish council to
make everything entirely
transparent, to keep you fully
informed and give you plenty of
opportunity to comment and be
involved over the years ahead.
One other change, in addition to
the momentous QR of last time, is
that we will be putting up a
newsletter in full colour on the
web site in addition to the black
and white printed one that is
handed to every household.
There are many more photos of
the parish now, and these suit
something like a web site, so I
hope you will look at what is put
up there. Thanks to David King
for making the web site so clear,
and keeping it so up to date. My
dustbin day would be chaos
without it.

Editor.

Web site now carries our newsletter in full colour...and more
From this edition, we will put a full colour edition of the newsletter on the web site.
This will enable you to see more about each picture. We will also be putting a
gallery of pictures, past and present, on the web site and amalgamating the
pictures of the KEEP web site into those of the Parish web site. Please take a
look. If YOU have pictures to add to this. please send them to us. (Ed)
Newsletter: just go to the parish website: www.kepc.info and follow the
links or http://www.kepc.info/newsletter/kepc_newsletter1202.pdf is a
direct link to the newsletter
Or scan the QR code with your mobile, IPad etc.
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Kidmore End Pre-School
We all enjoyed the Easter holidays and have come back for the summer term refreshed
and ready to work hard. We welcomed 6 new children to the pre-school in April, and a
further 2 new children in June. We hope that they and their families enjoy their time with
us. Our topic until the end of the academic year in July is ‘The London 2012 Olympics
and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee’, so there is much to celebrate. We have been busy thinking up craft
activities, outings and stories to mark this very special year to help the children to remember it when they are
older. The Parish Room is full of all the splendid artwork produced by the children. There are Olympic rings,
torches, swimmers, cyclists, Jubilee bunting and collages of London all on display. Outside in the garden,
the vegetable planters have been planted up, one with veggies and the other with Red, White and Blue
flowers to celebrate the Jubilee. Please stop and look the next time you go past the Parish Room. The
children and staff are very proud of all their hard gardening work.
Now for our amazing news. We managed to raise over £2600 at our Easter Egg Hunt in March. Thank you
to everyone who helped to make this possible, especially Suzi Primrose, Gemma Malaperiman, our
sponsors Hazell Skips and Shiplake College and
the local residents in Gallowstree Common who
had to contend with some traffic chaos. Thank
you to everyone who came along to support us.
Even the weather co-operated, and the afternoon
was finished off by an impromptu air display by a
couple of airplanes who saw us on the playing
fields and thought that they would give as a
spectacular treat!
Although April is a short month for us in the preschool, we celebrated St. George’s Day on the
23rd and visited the Little Lambs church group on
the 25th. During May we helped to bake cakes for
the Treasure Hunt and Tractor Ride afternoon in
aid of the West Wall Appeal on the 12th, and lots
of the members of the pre-school came to support
the event. The afternoon was lots of fun, and we
are thankful that the sun came out to support the
day as well. At the end of May, we held special
celebration picnic lunches on 29th and 30th May
to mark the Diamond Jubilee. The children made
their own crowns to wear to this, using up most of
the Pre-school supplies of glitter and sequins. As
a special treat, the Little Lambs church group
visited the Pre-school on 30th May to help the
children to make their picnic lunch.
In June we are supporting ‘The Big Toddle’ at
Child Beale Park, which is an event which raises
money for Barnardos. The following week we will
be holding our Olympic-themed Sports Day in
Butlers Orchard play area, and on 13th July we
are holding our ‘Leaver’s Party’ at Gallowstree
Common Pavilion. We will be saying goodbye to
School Spring Fair
16 children and several long-standing committee
members, so the Pre-school will seem very quiet in September!
Kidmore End Pre-school is now full until the new academic year in September 2012. Session numbers are
limited to 14 children. If you would like more information about our ‘Outstanding’ pre-school, or to add your
child to our waiting list, please contact our Registrar, Louise Wood on 0118 9242740 or email
registrar@keps.co.uk as soon as possible. Please check out our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for further information.
Caroline Aldridge Pre-school Manager
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Memories…
Here are some reminiscences from John Hocking, who grew up in Kidmore End in the 1950s
My family moved to Emmen’s Cottage on Hazelmoor Lane in Kidmore End
in 1949 when I was 4 years old. We think the name is from a Dutch sheep
farmer who lived there long ago. The house was rather dilapidated when
we moved there and as you can see in the picture the thatch roof was
falling off, so my father refurbished it, added a couple of rooms and
re-roofed it with tiles.
I had a wonderfully happy childhood there. We were free to roam the
countryside on our bikes, and we went miles exploring. The village was
much smaller at that time, everyone knew everyone else, and people were
around the village during the week. There was a thriving shop and Post
Office where my sister and I liked to buy ginger beer and ice cream. The
vicar’s mother told us off once for eating our ice cream in the churchyard!
Percy Borsberry ran a repairs garage next to the New Inn, where the school
hall now is, and this was like a wonderland to me. The land behind the New
Inn was used for an archery club.
Once a year we had the Church Fete. This was held in the old vicarage
garden and was great fun. There were great trestle tables with tea and sandwiches on, plenty for all, and
there were games like pin the tail on the
donkey and bowling for the pig, and of
course a bran tub. The vicar wandered
around talking to everyone.
In 1953 a celebration for the Coronation
was held at what was then the new
cricket pavilion in Gallowstree Common.
It was a fancy dress party for the
children and I was very proud of my
cowboy outfit. We were given Bibles by
Fred Paddick, who was chairman of the
Parish Council, to celebrate the event, I
still have mine.
Every year a gypsy family, the Barneys,
came to stay in the field behind our
house. They were lovely people and
were always welcome. They came with
Emmen’s Cottage in 1949
their traditional horse-drawn painted
caravans and set up camp in the field,
staying for several months. It made a picturesque scene, seeing the horses tethered and at rest. We
supplied them with water, and when they left they would give my mother two dozen handmade clothes pegs
as a thank you. That must have continued until around 1960.
Sometime in the mid 1950s the local authority decided to create a refuse dump in the field on the right hand
side of Kidmore Lane. It only lasted a few weeks or so, thank goodness. The smell was awful. And the flies,
the fly paper in our kitchen seemed to turn black in an instant! To this day I still wonder what is
lurking under the surface there.
I also remember the steam rollers. Sometimes the workmen would leave their machine on the road by the
well at the end of the day. The engine would simmer quietly overnight. It was quite safe there, nobody
bothered with it and the next morning the workmen would return to stoke it up again ready for the next job.
We had a regular bus service in those days, a very slow Bedford coach that went to Reading Station. The
service was well used, especially by the Polish refugees from Kingwood Common. A few years ago you
could still see the remains of their gardens in the woods behind the old Grouse and Claret pub where their
prefab houses had been.
Jackie Russell
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More Jubilee Photo Day Fun

Hire the Pavilion
Persons wishing to hire the premises should contact the
Hon Secretary of the Playing Fields Committee

Roger Penfold, on 947 3130
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Local Weather Report: 2012
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Cel

Fahr

Cel

Fahr

mm

in

March

2.7

37

18.6

65

30

1.2

April

3.2

38

13.9

57

109

4.3

May

9.1

49

19.5

67

57

2.2

Rainfall - 3 months to end of May 2012

196

7.7

Total rainfall previous 12 months June 2011 to May 2012

683

26.9

Rainfall

This means the 12 month average is now about the normal annual average rainfall of 685mm (27 in) or
57 mm / 2¼ in per month.
Rainfall came in small amounts for the beginning of March, with virtually none during the last fortnight.
Further occasional small quantities fell in early April, after which the main volume of the 109 mm (4.3 in.)
arrived.
The first half of May gave us a month's worth of rainfall but the remaining thirteen days were without any
measurable amounts at all.
Sadly, it is felt that there will be little long term benefit for the groundwater levels from all this rain so far but
the spring vegetation will have had considerable benefit.

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 3 months to May 2012
Lowest
March

0C

Highest

32F (13th)

22.3C

72F (23rd)

April

-1.8C

29F (5th)

19.0C

67F (30th)

May

1.2C

34F (7th)

29.9C

85F (27th)

There were wide ranges of temperature over the three month period, with the greatest during May.
In this month there were ground frosts noted on two nights, whilst at the other end of the range,
29.9 C ( 85 F ) was recorded, possibly the highest ever noted in this area for the month of May.
Derek Brown (972 3895)
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Gardening
The hosepipe ban is over! Unfortunately the rain does not seem to want to go away, so
work in the garden has to take place as and when weather conditions allow.
Lawn care Many lawns are suffering from chaffer grubs (this is the reason why the
grass is yellow in patches and ‘springy’ because the root zone has been eaten). If your
lawn has survived the chaffer grubs, then leather jackets will be the next pest causing
havoc. If your lawn has survived these pests, then the sward is probably full of moss.
Birds will eat chaffer grubs and leather jackets, but if they are not working hard enough
then you will have to resort to applying pesticides. Lawns are still growing quickly, so weekly cuts are
required. Leave the moss to deal with in the autumn.
Weeding The mantra is ‘little and often’. Maybe you only have a few minutes, so pick the weeds that are
about to flower and sort them out before they set seed and make more work for you!
Colour To maintain lots of colour, dead head flowers regularly and don’t forget to feed plants with a high
potash fertilizer to encourage more flowers. Cut back early flowering perennials like geraniums, phloxes,
violas and pulmonarias to promote new leaves and another flush of flowers. Keep up with pest control by
checking plants for signs of caterpillar infestations and aphids and dealing with such problems as soon as
possible. Now is the time to watch out for vine weevil adults. These are beautiful chocolate brown, weevilshaped insects with gold flecks, about 1 cm long. Deal with these insects when you spot them. They are
active at night and eat notches out of leaves. They lay their eggs in the compost/soil surface and their grubs
eat plant roots, thus killing your plants from the ground up.
Beginners veggie patch Everything is late this year, but do not despair, plants are growing well and I am
sure that there will be a bountiful supply of fresh vegetables coming soon. Keep on sowing salad crops at
intervals to keep you supplied with fresh leaves all summer long. Sowing the right seeds now will keep you
in fresh salad leaves and greens all through the winter, but do not forget to net these crops to keep the
pigeons off. My netting is working well, so well in fact that I have no greengages this year because the
pigeons were unable to eat my vegetables so decided to eat all the greengage blossom and leaves instead!
The most important thing to do in your garden this summer is to wait for some sun, then sit out in your
garden and enjoy it. Happy gardening!
Caroline Aldridge

972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com

Community Police
I am writing to introduce myself to the community of Kidmore End as your dedicated Police Community
Support Officer (PCSO).
As a PCSO my main role is to undertake high visibility patrols, work with local people and partners to
identify, tackle and prevent local, low-level crime, anti-social behaviour and any ongoing concerns. Much
like my title suggests I provide a link between the community and police, with the ultimate goal of addressing
community issues that affect people’s lives.
I would be grateful if you could tell me about the issues that concern you in your area. You can do this by
attending your local “Have Your Say Meeting” (please consult the Thames Valley Police website for more
details), approaching me whilst out on patrol or telephoning the non-emergency telephone number “101”.
In short, help me to help you.
PCSO C8853 Colin BOYES (HENLEY Sector, Area 3)
Mobile: 079 689 92523; E-mail: colin.boyes@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Newsletter
Summer 2012

Summer Diary
8 Sep

Ride/Stride event ....................... 8

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)

0800 555 111

Victim Support

01865 751511

SODC

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk

01491 823000

Open: -

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email
Parish Council Meetings:

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

18 Jul 2012

Parish Councillors

22 Aug 2012

Parish Council Chairman

Sue Biggs

19 Sep 2012

Parish Council Vice-Chairman

Richard McQuillen

Clerk to the Council
email

Roger Penfold

24 Oct 2012
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session

947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG
SODC Councillors

Malcolm Leonard

940 2299

District Councillor

Rob Simister
email

01491 575352
rob_simister@msn.com

County Councillor

Carol Viney

01491 680887

Citizens Advice Bureau -

08444 111 444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 1 pm

Pre-booked appointments - every weekday

10 am - 3 pm

Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 4 pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)

10 am - 11 am (Fridays)
10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room

Bookings: Paula Beville

972 2247

GC Cricket Pavilion Bookings

Roger Penfold

947 3130

Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111

Newsletter Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items for the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear
from you. Articles can be sent to any
member of the editorial board.
The closing date for the next edition
is Friday 24 August 2012.
Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

www.oxfordshirehighways.org
Newsletter Editorial Board

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com)
Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com)

972 3895

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

972 1001

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net)

972 2214

Parish Council website
email:
Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

www.kepc.info
webmaster@kepc.info
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

