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Les would like to say thank you to everyone who called to wish him a happy 90th Birthday in January.  
He was both surprised and delighted when 23 neighbours popped in with cards! 

And here on the editorial team we have a question for you all.  Is Les our oldest parishioner?   
Do we have any more 90-somethings out there?  

Happy 90th Birthday Les 



 

 

 NO. 114 PAGE 2  

Chairman's Report 

At last looking out of the window it's sunshine, no freezing winds or snow. 

There is more good news. The council has now raised all the funds required to go ahead with the  
refurbishment of the play area in Kidmore End.  Further information is within the newsletter as is the plan of 
the play equipment.  I would like to thank all those organisations and charities that have donated funds for 
this project. 

The precept has also been set by the council at £50.02 for a Band D property for the year 2013/14 which is 
below the average parish/town precept in South Oxfordshire of £73.61, so good news for everyone.  The 
council has set the budget for the year, included for this year is a sum for new projects that has not been  
specifically allocated yet.  If anyone would like to put forward an idea, please contact us, either by coming to 
a meeting, contacting a councillor or via the website. 

This winter has bought some challenges for the parish, including flooding at the pond and snow on the roads.  
Oxfordshire County Council highways and drainage have agreed to continue to try to resolve the flooding 
issues at the pond.  Currently they are removing flood water when possible and new contractors are to be 
recruited to complete work.  The willow in the pond will be cut back in the next month. 

During the last spell of snow, 11 cars got stranded on Tokers Green Lane, between Tokers Green and  
Kidmore End, some left overnight.  Nick Topham managed to pull some out and back on their way and his 
family, Jane, Isabella, 10 years, Finlay 8 years and Jenna helped the next morning to grit the road so that the 
rest of the cars were able to get away.  Many thanks to the Topham family and also to Iain Pearson who 
helped to grit the lane between Kidmore End and Sonning Common where cars also got stuck in the dip in 
the road.  I'm sure many people in the parish helped others during this period as well which is tremendous, 
so thanks to all. 

The parish council has now drafted a winter plan.  Part of the plan is to have salt bins near more junctions 
within the parish.  There will be bins placed at the junction of Wood Lane and Horsepond Road, Gallowstree 
Common, Rokeby Drive and Tokers Green Lane, Tokers Green and on the S bend at Chalkhouse Green. 
This  will enable those communities to grit the road when icy or snow conditions occur.  The full plan will be 
available in due course, when agreed by the council.  You will be able to find it on the website and in the next 
newsletter. 

In relation to salt bins, I would also like to thank the landlords at the Reformation Inn, Gallowstree Common 
and The New Inn, Kidmore End who have allowed the extra salt for the bins to be stored in the car parks. 

The SODC core strategy was adopted in December 2012.  The core strategy is part of the local plan.  A few 
lines from the strategy that are relevant to the parish. 

“The core strategy shows how we will deliver the vision and objectives.  It sets out the overall amount of  
development in the district, the broad locations for delivering housing and other development needs such as 
employment, shopping and transport.  The strategy includes the allocation of strategic sites for development 
and sets out what physical, social and green infrastructure is needed and how and by what means it will be 
delivered.  It covers the period to 2027.” 

p1.SODC Core Strategy 2012. 
Within the strategy the parish of Kidmore End comes under the heading of “smaller village” 

p151 SODC Core Strategy 2012. 

Policy CSR1 Housing in villages 
In order to contribute to the present and future economic, environmental and social sustainability 
of the villages, housing will be allowed where the scale and nature of the development is as follows: 

Allocations Infill Rural exceptions 

(Continued on page 3) 

 Allocations Infill Rural Exceptions 

Larger villages Yes Yes, no limit Yes, if need shown 

Smaller villages No Sites of up to 0.2 Ha* Yes, if need shown 

Other villages No Sites of up to 0.1 Ha** Yes, if need shown 

All other places not listed No No No 

* Equivalent to 5-6 houses  ** Equivalent to 2-3 houses 
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See Appendix 4 for list of settlements within each category. 

All development should respect national designations such as Green Belt and should conserve and enhance 
the natural beauty of the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Suitably designed and located development 
at an appropriate scale that facilitates the economic and social well-being of such areas, especially in the 
Larger Villages in the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty will be supported.  This includes the provision of 
adequate housing to meet identified local needs. 

Local character and distinctiveness will be protected and the requirements of relevant development plan 
policies will be met.  Redevelopment proposals in all categories of settlement may be acceptable but will be 
considered on a case by case basis through the 
development management process in line with  
other policies in the Development Plan. 

p.93 SODC Core Strategy 2012 

Kidmore End parish council decided not to develop 
a neighbourhood plan.  However the council is  
involved with the on-going consultation process 
with the Sonning Common neighbourhood plan.  
The Council has commented that the Chiltern Edge 
School site, although in this Parish, should be  
included in Sonning Common, for the purposes of 
the neighbourhood plan.  Details of the likely  
development sites in Sonning Common were  
published in the “Henley Standard” last month and 
further information is available on the SODC  
website.* 

The council meetings are open to the public, and 
over the last year there has been representations 
from a landowner an agent relating to land within 
the parish on the border with Emmer Green, at 
Gravel Hill/Highdown Avenue.  The council has 
issued a statement which is in the November 
minutes on the website and further information 
about this request for land development is within 
the newsletter. 

Council representatives have attended meetings 
relating to the Henley Triathlon during the winter.  
The presently proposed route does not enter the 
parish of Kidmore End. 

There has been an Electoral Review held by the 
local Government Boundary Commission.  This  
Parish will form part of the new Goring electoral  
division of the County Council from next month.  
Similarly, the Local Government Boundary  
Commission has recently announced the new  
arrangements for electing district councillors, with effect from the next election.  Kidmore End will move from 
the present Shiplake ward into a new ward comprising this Parish, Goring Heath, Mapledurham and 
Whitchurch.  There will be 36 councillors, 12 fewer councillors, from May 2015.  Mrs Carol Viney has been 
the county councillor since 2001, but will not be standing at the County Council elections next month.  Mrs 
Viney has often supported our corner at county level, including, reducing the speed limit on the A4074 and 
currently supporting out bid to get more roads gritted.  Locally she has been a great advocate for the youth 
club at Sonning Common and local policing.  Many thanks to Mrs Viney for her support to the council over 
the years.  
Let's hope that the weather continues to improve so that we can all enjoy being warm. 

Sue Biggs  Chairman of the parish council 

Chairman's Report contd. 

Kidmore End Special Brew? 
We saw the skips turn up, then the lorries, and watched the water 
being drained through the straw.  We saw everyone go away, and 
then we saw the flooding more resplendent than ever.  So, as the 
drainage crews don't seem to have an answer, we wondered, as 
the editorial team, if we were allowed a country folk's sugges�on?  
Our sugges�on is to take a pipe from the flooded area to the cellar 
of the New Inn, and use the water to fill up the odd cask, so that it 
could be offered  to pub visitors as Kidmore End Special Brew, or  
perhaps Kidmore End Spring Water.  Perhaps others have suitable 
environmentally-friendly sugges�ons… 

* www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/sonning-common-neighbo 
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Residents of the Parish may recall that Vortal Properties Ltd issued a consultation paper towards the end of 
2012 about the possible development by its client, Mr L Lee of Emmer Green, of his land, just in Parish, off 
Gravel Hill and Highdown Avenue, Emmer Green. 

Vortal Properties Ltd and Mr Lee have been in contact with the Council since April 2012 about the possible 
development, and Mr D Heron of the Company, and Mr Lee, have addressed the Council at a number of 
meetings about Mr Lee’s ambitions for the site. 

The Council decided, unanimously, in November last year, as follows: 

“That, in light of the Council's decision regarding a neighbourhood plan [not, for the time being, to produce 
one] and the approval of the Core Strategy of the Local Development Framework [adopted by South  
Oxfordshire District Council], the Council considers it inappropriate to engage any further with Vortal  
Properties Ltd or Mr L Lee over the possible development of land at Gravel Hill/Highdown Avenue, Emmer 
Green, unless and until a planning application for the development is submitted to the local planning  
authority, South Oxfordshire District Council”. 

The Council reviewed this decision in March 2013, in the light of further representations from Mr Lee and 
Vortal Properties Ltd.   It re-affirmed the above decision, unanimously. 

The Council is not aware that a planning application has been submitted for the proposed development. 

 

Kidmore End Parish Council 

Possible Development of Land - Gravel Hill / Highdown Ave 

After eight happy years at Kidmore End Primary School I 
have decided to retire from headship.  I will be working 

part time as an Ofsted inspector, and having lots of holidays!  

We have been very fortunate in appointing an experienced and highly regarded replacement.  Her name is 
Mrs Linda Hull and she lives in Wallingford.  Mrs Hull is currently working as an advisor for Oxfordshire 
County Council. 

While the recruitment process was taking place Miss Dove (deputy head and Year Six teacher) found a test 
paper which asked children to write a pupil’s perspective of the school which would be used during the 
(imaginary) interview process for a head teacher.  We were very pleased with what the children wrote; both 
the quality of the work and their comments about the school.  We thought you might like to see what 
Anousksa Hawkes thinks about the school. 

 

Our School… 

…is a very good school. The uniform is comfortable and the school is easy to get around. A usual school day 
includes four lessons and two breaks. Two out of those four lessons are Maths and English, the other two 
are maybe guided reading and P.E. or Music, History, French or Geography. The teachers are amazing and 
good at explaining stuff we don’t get. They are also good at sharing a joke, but they teach us to know when 
it’s enough. There is absolutely no bullying and hardly any fighting. The only fighting is girls getting touchy, 
Reception children not sharing and the younger boys play fighting. Over all our school is brill! 

P.S. 

The school I am talking about is Kidmore End Primary  

Kidmore End Primary School 

Janet Maul   Head Teacher 

New Head Teacher at the Primary School 
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The Parish Church 

Normally, in this issue of the newsletter, we are looking  
forward to Easter, but the Feast of the Resurrection was so 
early this year, that we can but review it.  

Our Maundy Thursday service [the Commemoration of the 
Last Supper] attracted a large congregation, despite the 
coldness of the evening. The sun shone, amazingly, for the 
stalwarts who turned out for the Procession of Witness, on 
Good Friday morning; and a large congregation, at St John’s, in the afternoon, enjoyed the service of  
Devotions with Music – the choir performing splendidly. Then, on Easter Day, our beautifully decorated 
churches were a delight for 
the large congregations  
attending. 

Our Choir Leader, Frances 
Brewitt-Taylor, is giving an 
organ recital, in St John’s, 
on Saturday, May 11th, at 
4pm.  

Details of the programme are on posters around the village and in the church magazine.  An occasion not to 
be missed! 

Admission is free and refreshments will be served afterwards. Donations, to the church, will be welcome. 

Once again, we hope for a generous response to the collection for Christian Aid, during May. 

On Saturday, 22nd June, in St John’s, there will be a Gift Day concert. Look out for further  
details, but, in the meantime, make a note in your diary. 

At the time of writing this piece, with the primroses in full bloom, the churchyard is looking  
absolutely beautiful. We extend our thanks to all who help with its maintenance. Anyone  
interested in joining a working party should contact Frances Brewitt-Taylor on 0118 948 2743. 

 
For readers who have not yet discovered it, the church’s website is www.lambandflag.org 

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 

Event Dates 

Saturday 11 May 4pm Frances Brewitt-Taylor organ recital 

Saturday 22 June   Gift Day concert in St John’s 

"A group of villagers including 17 enthusiastic children gathered on a rather damp Sunday evening before 
Christmas to carol sing around Tokers Green. We were delighted by the generous response of those who 
answered their doors and we collected £200 to go to Sue Ryder."   

Many thanks, the Harland family  

Carol Singing - A thank you 
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Play Area News 

As many of you know, we have 
been wanting to refurbish the Play 
Area behind Butlers’ Orchard,  
Kidmore End, since 2008.  To this 
end there have been many  
meetings with local  residents and 
children  and young people.  We 
demonstrated a need within the 
community for a revitalised and  
interesting play area.  Then  
generated lots of ideas for how 
this new play area should look 
from the children and young  
people in the village.  The only 
problem was financing the project. 

On October 8th 2012 we held a 
play event to discuss and finalize 
plans for the play area in Kidmore 
End as a prelude to approaching  
the grant-giving bodies (again).   
A total of 18 local children,  
ranging in age from 2.5 to 10 
years old, were able to come.  
Older children living within the  
village were involved after school 

On the day, children and young 
people were given a blank plan of 
the play area, play equipment  
brochures and a list of prices for 
various pieces of equipment.  
They were asked to plan their  
ideal play area, either individually, 
as a family, or in a group with 
friends, using ideas from the  
brochure, ideas from previous 
workshops and play events, and 
their own ideas.  The only rule 
was to adhere to a financial limit.  
(The eventual cost was less than 
this.)  They came up with a  
fantastic range of ideas, and left 

eight different usable plans for us 
to look at! 

As in previous play events, the 
most popular piece of equipment 
was the zip wire, but most plans 
included: swings; pick up sticks (a 
climbing frame for older children); 
rock n bowl; a mound with slide 
and  tunnel; a nest swing; Forest 
grove (a climbing frame for  
younger users); cockerel 4 way; 
seats/benches and goal post.   
Families 
wanted to 
keep an area 
of grass for 
ball games.  
This was  
important to 
them, and having this  area would 
ensure that the current  
atmosphere in the play area is not 
lost when the new equipment is in 
place. 

To gain funds from a grant we had 
to submit three quotes, Wicksteed  
Playscapes came up with the best  
quote and are a company that are 
used regularly by schools and  
local councils.  The team we have 
been involved with at Wicksteed  
Playscapes have been great. The  
designers at Wicksteed   
Playscapes used these ideas to 
create a play area which reflected  
everyone's ideas.  Local villagers, 
children and young people have 
been given the opportunity to look 
at the plan, make comments and  
move equipment around to ensure 
that there is an area for ball 
games. This new plan is on the 

adjacent page and on the website 
in colour and has been well  
supported within the community. 

Now for the really exciting part! 
I am delighted to let you know that 
your Parish Council in  
collaboration with local villagers 
has been successful in obtaining  
grants from: South Oxfordshire 
County Council Community  
Investment Fund; South  
Oxfordshire County Council’s Big 

Society Fund; (each 
County Councillor 
was given £10,000 
to allocated to local 
causes and Cllr 
Viney supported this 
project).   The  

Chilterns LEADER Fund; the  
Kidmore End & Sonning Common 
Parochial Church Council; Lord 
Philimore’s Charitable Trust  and 
the Springwater Charity in  
Sonning Common.  We would like 
to thank all these organisations  
for the support they have given 
this project.  The grants have  
covered the complete cost of the 
project. 

It is hoped  that work on the new 
play area will start in June 2013, 
and be completed in July 2013 in 
time for the summer holidays. If 
you would like to join a group of 
young people and local residents 
who want to be involved in  
supporting the new Play Area, 
please e-mail me on: 
caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com  

Sue Biggs and Caroline Aldridge 

...work on the new play area will 
start in June 2013, and be  

completed in July 2013 in time 
for the summer holidays... 
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When I look back at the war, there was a strong community spirit with  
everyone contributing in some way.  While there was lots of fun to be had 
it was also pretty tough.  We really expected Hitler to invade and we 
feared for the future.  

I remember small military camps with AK-AK guns dotted around the countryside.  One was at the bottom of 
Dysons Wood Lane and there was 
another at the Fox in Cane End. 

Bombs would sometimes land in the 
local woods.  It was thought they 
were just being offloaded before the 
return trip to Germany.  Luckily there 
were no local casualties. 

In the woods below Woodcote some 
huge buildings were erected to 
house a factory for making spare 
parts.  As the tree canopy grew it 
concealed the site from the air and 
kept it secret.  I think these buildings 
were all dismantled and removed 
after the war. 

We had quite a few Land Girls in 
Checkendon and they were great 
fun.  Some of them worked in the 
milking parlour at Hook End Farm 
(now Hook End Manor).  As we were 
tenants of the farm we were entitled 
to a free pint of milk each day and 
my mother couldn’t understand why I 
was always so keen to collect ours! 

Being in the countryside there were 
also a lot of evacuees.  Trainloads of 
children would be delivered to  
Reading Station, some of them  
pretty upset, it was quite a sight.  
Then homes had to be found for 
them.  Someone came round the 
village knocking on doors and asking 
how many rooms you had.  We had 
3 rooms and were given 2 evacuees.  
There was no discussion.  So my 
mother found herself with 2 extra 
children to look after in addition to 
the 4 she already had and with my father away in the Army she had very little money.  My mother’s 2  

evacuees became quite close to her during their stay and they 
kept in touch after the war. 

Quite a lot of children were evacuated to Checkendon, maybe 50 
or so.  Some had such a good time they didn’t want to go back to 
London after the war but others didn’t settle.  Some were collected 

by their mothers after the blitz finished.  There was a group of London policemen who used to club together 
to come up for a day at weekends to visit their children. 

Memories… 
More reminiscences from Les Bradley who was born in 1923 at Hook End. He grew up in a tied cottage at Hook End Farm. His father 
was chauffeur to Mr Hignet, the owner of the farm. In the last issue Les talked about his experiences in the Checkendon Home Guard. 
This time he talks about other aspects of local life during and after the war. 

AK-AK guns dotted around the  
countryside … Dysons Wood Lane... 

...Bombs would sometimes 
land in the local woods... 



 

 

KIDMORE END PARISH COUNCIL  PAGE 9  

Before I was old enough to enlist I worked at Elliott’s* in Caversham where we were making invasion barges. 
These were the flat bottomed landing craft which were used on D-Day to land the troops on the Normandy 
beaches.  Thousands of them were needed and we made over a hundred at Elliott’s. They were made of 
wood with metal cladding. 

In 1941 I turned 18 and was called up to serve in the RAF.  Back 
home though, my mother had a difficult time.  Mr Hignet had died and 
Hook End Farm had to be sold.  He had been a really nice landlord 
who looked after his tenants.  The new owner wasn’t as kind. He 
wanted our cottage for his farmworkers and eventually my mother 
was forced to leave.  Without family to go to she decided to lodge in a house in  
Gallowstree Common but it was not a happy time.  The accommodation was pretty poor.  She was there 
with her 3 children plus 2 evacuees in a house with no running water and no electricity.  To cap it all, the 
landlord, a retired man, treated her as his servant and expected her to cook his meals, even though she was 
the one paying him! 

As soon as my father was demobbed he hunted for a new job.  He needed to get my mother out of lodgings 
so it became a big thing to find a position with accommodation.  Eventually he found a position as a  

chauffeur at Whitchurch and the family moved there. 

Being one of the younger soldiers I wasn’t demobbed for a few 
more years.  The older soldiers were demobbed straightaway but 
younger ones had to serve longer, it was a way of making the  
process of returning everyone to civilian life more gradual.  When I 
came out I returned to work at Elliott’s and looked for somewhere to 
live. 

I heard that the farmer at Dyson’s Wood Farm was selling plots of land along Rokeby Drive I thought that 
sounded good so I bought one for £60.  And that’s where I built my first home. 

Much of Tokers Green has developed since the war when there was a tremendous need for housing.  When 
I arrived Rokeby Drive only had a few houses at the bottom end.  I remember the village having  
get-togethers at the Chapel; there was a Christmas party for everyone and a summer sports day for the  
children.  There was a shop opposite Tokers Green Farm which was very useful.  Mr and Mrs Hunt ran the 
shop and employed a lad to deliver groceries.  There are several springs under Rokeby Drive and I think the 
pond was formed for drainage. 

Jackie Russell 

Memories…  from Page 10 

*Elliott’s of Reading was a large joinery firm off Gosbrook Road in Caversham. It was well known for high quality craftsmanship and could produce ornate 
and intricate woodwork. It was responsible for some prestigious projects including the Churchill Arch in the House of Commons. 

Trainloads of children would be 
delivered to Reading Station 

...selling plots of land along Rokeby 
Drive I thought that sounded good 
so I bought one for £60... 
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Parish Connections 

Eleanor Foulis Brown and  
Thomas Messa were married at the parish 
church, in a service conducted by Ellie’s  
father, on 6th April.   

Tom and Ellie met at Exeter University 
more than 10 years ago.  Ellie is a teacher 
in Hounslow and Tom works in IT for  
Surrey County Council and the couple live 
in Isleworth. 

Ellie grew up in the village, attending  
Kidmore End School and Queen Anne’s 
Caversham. 

Tom comes from Brompton Ralph in  
Somerset. 

We would like to include more events 
like this connected with current affairs of 
the parish.  Please think of us when tak-
ing pictures. 

How appropriate to get the current 
events off to a spectacular start with the 
marriage of the vicar's daughter. 

The Editor 



 

 

There is much to report since my last article at Christmas.  Our new topic for 
2013 is ‘The Animal Kingdom’, starting off with Brown bears (and  
hibernation), Polar bears and Penguins.  This topic is such a large one that 
we will be continuing this theme until the start of the summer holidays! 

During January, the weather even co-operated, turning the village into a  
winter wonderland and enabling the children to have lots of fun playing in the 
snow and learning about how cold it is in the Arctic and Antarctic.  The 
weather has allowed the children to do lots of arts and crafts, but we are 
looking forward to the spring so that we can enjoy the garden and outside 

space, and finally get some vegetables and flowers planted in the 
mangers and pots.  

We continue to attend the Little Lambs church service every 
month, but other highlights of the year so far  

include: celebrating Chinese New Year (the Year of the Snake); dressing up as animals to celebrate World 
Book Day on 7th March; and raising over £50 for Red Nose Day on 15th March. 

We are looking forward to our first outing of the year in April to ‘The Living Rainforest’ to see some exotic  
animals and to learn about the creatures which are found in the rainforest. 

As this article goes to press, we are hard at work organizing our wonderful annual Easter Egg Hunt.  This 
year, for the first time ever, we had to postpone the event from March 24th to April 14th.  I will let you know in 
the next issue of this newsletter all about the event and about how much money we raised, but I must let you 
know that the Pre-school is very grateful to the Cricket Club for rearranging their first home match of the year 
to enable us to hold our Egg Hunt on 14th April.  

We will be celebrating our thirtieth anniversary this year, provisionally booked for 15th June, so watch this 
space for more details.  If you have been involved with the Pre-school (particularly in the early years when 
the group started as a Mother and Toddler group in 1983), please send me an e-mail 
(enquiries@keps.co.uk) so that I can let you know what we are doing to commemorate our 30th anniversary. 

Sadly, I have to let you know that Belinda Gross, who has been with the pre-school for 5 years, has handed 
in her resignation.  She will be leaving us at the end of May (at half term) and we will all be extremely sad to 
see her go.  The children love her, and we all will miss her when she leaves.  We all wish her the very best in 
the future. 

Finally, Louise Wood, who has been the Registrar for Kidmore End Pre-school for many years, has stepped 
down from this position.  Her hard work and dedication will be missed, but luckily for me she is only a phone 
call away because I have taken on the role of Registrar! 

We are gradually filling up the register for September 2013.  We are a small pre-school set in a rural location, 
with session numbers limited to 14 children.  If you would like more information about our ‘Outstanding’ pre-
school, or you would like to add your child to our waiting list, please contact me on 0118 9723700 
or e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon as possible.  

Please check out our website at www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for further information.  

Kidmore End Pre-School 
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Caroline Aldridge  Preschool Business Manager and Registrar  

...thirtieth anniversary this year,  
provisionally booked for 15th June... 
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As you know, Kidmore End is not an old parish, because it was split off from Caversham relatively recently. 

But the area where we live is very old, and places to the left and right of us appear in the Domesday Book. 

So, while I was thinking about Domesday, I happened to look up Mapledurham, which is the closest  
settlement to us.  

Here is what it says:  

PLACE: MAPLEDURHAM 

 Hundred: Langtree 

 County: Oxfordshire 

 Total population: 39 households  

 Taxable units: 7 geld units (the land tax) 

 Value: Value to lord in 1066  £8. Value to lord in 1086  £12.  

 Households: 16 villagers.  8 smallholders.  2 slaves. 

 Ploughland: 12 ploughlands.  2 lord’s plough teams.  10 men’s plough teams. 

 Other resources: Meadow 10 acres. 1 mill, value 1 unit. 

 Lord in 1086: William of Warenne. 

 

But then, I thought, "Who was this  William de Warenne?  Well, that turns out to be even more interesting. 
He was one of the people to have been at the Battle of Hastings.  He got well paid for a few hours work. 
Bankers eat your hearts out. 

 

William de Warenne, Seigneur (lord) de Varennes in Normandy, was a Norman nobleman who was created 
Earl of Surrey.  He was with William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings in 1066.  At the Domesday  
Survey he held  lands in thirteen counties including Oxfordshire. 

William was close to William of Normandy and helped to plan for the invasion.  

He died 24 June 1088.  At his death William’s lands were worth £94 billion in today’s money.(WIKI)  Clearly, 
fighting for William was well worth while, and he had 22 more years after the battle to enjoy his wealth. 

 

Editor 

The richest man ever to have lived near to us 

Mapledurham entry in the Domesday Book 
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One of the results of this being such a cold spring has been that we have probably been indoors for more 
time than we would have liked.  But if Easter had to be inside, then there was no excuse for not decorating  
the living room, as Caroline McAslen shows in these two pictures.  You may well have done decorating of 
your own, and you may like to send us pictures like these, showing inspiration in climatically-challenging 
times.  Painting Easter eggs is a particularly exciting thing to do. 

Easter Fun 



 

 

Kidmore End Cricket Club 

Keith Atkinson  (972 2844) 

One hundred and fifty years ago, Kidmore End Cricket Club was founded. Its first captain was Henry  
Hamilton Palairet, an eighteen year old who, so we understand, was an all round sportsman.  His family 
lived at Kidmore House but later he moved to Grange-over-Sands where his two sons, Lionel and Richard, 
were born.  Both were very good cricketers and both played for Somerset CCC, Lionel also being capped 
twice for England.   

This season we are celebrating a significant milestone in the club’s history and Henry Palairet would be  
delighted to see how the club that he captained so long ago is still playing a major role in the local  
community and, above all, encouraging young people to enjoy cricket.  

There will be much about this anniversary during the summer and the hosting of a Minor County Trophy 
match between Berkshire CCC and Buckinghamshire CCC on Sunday, 26th May is a feather in our cap.   
It is to be hoped that readers will support the club’s celebrations. 

150th anniversary events 

Sunday, 26th May Berkshire CCC v Buckinghamshire CCC at Gallowstree Common.  
 MCCA Knock-Out Trophy.  Each innings is of 50 overs.  
 Play will begin at 11 am.  

Thursday, 8th August Kidmore End v Thames Valley League XI 

Sunday, 25th August President’s XI v Chairman’s XI 

Saturday, 28th September 150th anniversary dinner and ball,   Shehnai, London Street, Reading 

 

A revised history of the club will be published during the year. 

 

Saturday matches at Gallowstree Common 2013 
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4th May 2nd XI v Amersham  13th July 2nd XI v Thatcham 

11th May 1st XI v Aldershot  20th July 1st XI v Reading 

18th May 2nd XI v Fleet  27th July 2nd XI v Maidenhead & Bray 

25th May 1st XI v Sonning  3rd August 1st XI v Chiswick & Latymer 

1st June 2nd XI v Farnham Royal  10th August 2nd XI v Theale & Tilehurst 

8th June 1st XI v Burnham  17th August 2nd XI v NPL 

15th June 1st XI v Bagshot  24th August 1st XI v Boyne Hill 

22nd June 2nd XI v Teddington Town  31st August 2nd XI v Bagshot 

29th June 1st XI v Yateley  7th September 1st XI v Thatcham 

6th July 2nd XI v Stoke Green    
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Images from the parish 

Raking the gravel flat on the church path 

Workers coffee break 
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Local Weather Report: Spring 2013 

 Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

 
Rainfall 

 Cel Fahr Cel Fahr mm in 

December 2.3 36 7.7 45 144 5.7 

January 1.8 35 6.8 44 63 2.5 

February 0.9 33 6.0 43 58 2.3 

Rainfall - 4 months to end of March 2013 362 14.3 

   

Total rainfall previous 12 months Apr 2012 to Mar 2013 1141 44.9 

March 0.3 0 7.3 45 97 3.8 

This now brought the 12 month average to 66% above normal, which is 685mm (27 in). 

Derek Brown (972 3895) 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to March 2013 

 Lowest Highest 

December  -4.5C  24F  (12th)  12.9C  55F (23rd) 

January  -4.9C  24F  (21st)  13.7C  57F (29th) 

February  -2.4C  28F (19 & 20th)  11.0C  51F (14th) 

March  -3.0C  28F  (5th)  13.0C  55F (7th) 

Scan here for the full colour version newsletter on www.kepc.info 



 

 

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion 
 

The pavilion is available to rent at a very competitive £10 an hour. 
If you are interested in renting it and would like to take a look 

around the pavilion, please let us know.   
The facilities are very versatile and the building is very warm. 
Contact Roger Penfold, if you would like further information,  

email – clerk@kepc.info or check the KEPC website 
 

Roger Penfold, 947 3130 
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The last 12 months have been difficult for everyone, and the start of 
2013 has been very slow and very cold.  Now that April is here, the 
weather will start to warm up and we can think about enjoying some 
quality time in the garden.  

Lawn care  The rain and snow have really given lawns a hammering.   
Conditions have been perfect for moss growth, and every lawn is 
looking a little worse for wear.  Now that the days are lengthening and 
the temperatures are rising, it is a good time to try to promote grass 
growth and vigour.  Moss is a sign of poor drainage, so anything that 
you can do to improve drainage will help your lawn.  Aerating your 
lawn (either using a garden fork or hiring a hollow tine machine), and 
brushing in lawn dressing will help drainage.  A spring feed will promote growth, and dethatching by  
scarifying your lawn will remove dead grass and moss enabling your grass to grow better (use a garden rake 
or hire a machine for this).  Adding iron (Fe), a constituent of lawn sand and fertilizers, will green up your 
grass and kill moss. 

Colour  Give your borders a feed with Growmore, Vitax or similar NPK fertilizer.  The months and months of 
rain will have leached out the nutrients in the soil, so adding fertilizers now is the best way to replace these 
lost nutrients and thus promote good plant growth and lots of flowers.  Congested bulbs should be dug up 
and split, and there is still time to split up herbaceous plants.  Now is the time to start to sow your summer 
annuals, and to get your pots and baskets ready for all those wonderful plants. 

Veggie patch  The soil is warming up, so you can sow peas, sugarsnaps, mange toutes, carrots, spring  
onions, beetroot, lettuces, spinach, etc. straight into the ground.  If you like winter brassicas and leeks, get 
them started off now or it will be too late and your plants will be disappointingly small.  Get your potatoes in 
now.  It was too cold earlier in the year.  If you have a greenhouse or warm window sill, sow your courgettes 
and squashes into pots now, ready to harden off at the end of May and plant out in the veggie patch along 
with your tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers.  Get ready to sow your French, pole, dwarf and runner beans 
straight into the ground in May.  

Happy gardening 

Gardening 

Caroline Aldridge  972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 101 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 

Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 email orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
 www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Sue Biggs  

Parish Council Vice-Chairman Richard McQuillan  

Clerk to the Council Roger Penfold 947 3130 
 email  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 940 2299 

District Councillor 

Rob Simister 01491 575352 
email rob_simister@msn.com 

County Councillor 

Carol Viney 01491 680887 

Citizens Advice Bureau -  08444 111 444  

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment) 

Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 11 am (Fridays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 11 am (Thursdays) 

CAB (Henley) website www.caox.org.uk/henley 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 972 2247 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 

Bookings: Roger Penfold 947 3130 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 
Spring 2013 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you have 
any news items for the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles can be sent to any 
member of the editorial board. 

The closing date for the next edition 
is Friday 09 Aug 2013. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Spring/Summer Diary 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 22 May 2013 

 19 Jun 2013 

 24 Jul 2013 

 21 Aug 2013 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  
including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com) 

Derek Brown (derekcbrown@btinternet.com) 972 3895 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 972 1001 

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net) 972 2214 

Parish Council website   www.kepc.info 
 email: webmaster@kepc.info 


