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Chairman's Report
A Happy New Year to you all. This last year has brought both challenges and rewards for the parish council
as it has been for many. This newsletter is going to be published three times a year, at the beginning of
each school term, instead of the current four times a year. There are currently 2 vacancies on the parish
council. If you are interested and would like further information please don't hesitate to contact us via the
website on http://www.kepc.info/ . The website has a wealth of useful information and includes the business
conducted during council meetings.
In December, Richard McQuillan, who has been a parish councillor since 2001, resigned. Many will know
Richard from Wood Lane Dental Surgery, which he set up over 20 years ago. Richard was vice chairman of
the Parish Council and a member of the Playing Fields Committee, chairing the Committee for the last
couple of years. He was very involved with the rebuilding of the sports pavilion at Gallowstree Common.
He was one of the liaison members with the neighbourhood planning committee for Sonning Common, a
member of the planning committee and the Rights of Way Committee. We wish Richard the very best and
would like to thank him for all the time and work that he has committed over the last 12 years to parish
ventures and business on behalf of the parish council.
At the December meeting of the Parish Council, councillors set the budget and precept for the next financial
year. The precept has been held the same as last year, so the element of your Council Tax attributable to
the Parish Council will be the same - £52 for the year. The budget will be available on the website soon in
April.
Across the country, district councils have been requested by Government to carry out an updated Strategic
Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). The Oxfordshire Councils held a meeting for stakeholders in October
2013. The SHMA will show the housing need for Oxfordshire and an increased housing need could be
distributed to each district. SODC has a core strategy that has been ratified and found sound by the
inspector. The SHMA is currently being undertaken in Oxfordshire and the report should be available from
January 2014.
An open meeting was held recently about the Sonning Common Neighbourhood plan, which is currently
being undertaken by a team of councillors from Sonning Common Parish Council. Two members of Kidmore
End Parish Council attend many of the meetings as representatives of your Council.
If you would like further information the website address is:
http://www.scpc-ndp.co.uk/ and http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-andbuilding/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/sonning-common-neighbo.
There is an article, within this newsletter, written by a member of the Sonning Common neighbourhood
planning committee, giving further information.
The Community Governance Review is a review of parish boundaries and parish electoral arrangements
which the District Council has initiated. Your Council has made no suggestions for alterations to its
boundaries. However, at the meeting in June 2013 , the council considered an approach from Sonning
Common Parish Council about a possible boundary change in the vicinity of Chiltern Edge School; the
school is in the Parish of Kidmore End.
After careful thought and a full discussion, the Council concluded that they would probably not object to an
adjustment, if proposed, which would transfer the area at the school, identified in the Sonning Common
Neighbourhood Plan, into Sonning Common. The District Council will consult the public about any proposed
changes in March this year.
You are able to respond on the following web address http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-andadvice/local-democracy/town-and-parish-councils/local-government-and-public-involvement
A working group of district councillors is minded to recommend, to the District Council, a new boundary
between Sonning Common and Kidmore End Parishes, in the vicinity of Chiltern Edge School and has asked
the Parish Council to make any representations by the end of January.
The Kidmore End pond drainage system has been a problem for many years, but recently has made using
the road very challenging and made wellies essential outdoor wear. We were informed by Oxfordshire
County Council Highways Drainage Team that work was due to be carried out in November last year.
Unfortunately, the water level was too high for work to be completed then. Contact has been made over the
(Continued on page 3)
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Chairman's Report continued
Christmas period to get the water removed from the road, partial removal happened after Christmas. I am
assuming that this is due to other areas having a greater problem and hopefully this will be completely
resolved soon. When the work is due to be carried out, information will be made available to the KE School,
Pre School and on the noticeboards.
We have had to put notices on some equipment at the play area at Gallowstree Common, requesting that it
is not used due to the low level of bark under the equipment. The Council agreed at the meeting in October
to have this situation remedied and new bark will be spread in January and various repairs made to some of
the equipment. There is going to be some renovation to the play area and some council members are
applying for grants to support this venture. To date we have had an agreement from County Councillor
Bulmer for some funds from the Councillors Community Budget.
There is a path within the village of Kidmore End that connects the church and the cemetery. For some time
we have been trying to establish ownership of the path as it is in bad repair. To date we have not been able
to find the owner. South Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County Councils say the path does
not belong to them. A document has come to light from SODC from when the land for the cemetery was
sold to Henley Rural District Council, (a predecessor of SODC) which states that the land for the cemetery
was sold by John Smith of Old Yews, Kidmore End in 1951, together with the right of way of the path. If
anyone has any information could they contact us via the website. Many thanks
Fix My Street
In March the County Council launched 'Fix my Street', a way of reporting pot holes on line. People can take
photographs of potholes and upload them on line with location details. The council's contractor pledges to
fix potholes within 28 days, 24 hours in an emergency or four hours for the most severe category once
reports have been verified. Go to http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
Broadband Update
The County Council and the government are investing nearly £14 million to improve Oxfordshire’s
broadband network and infrastructure. The contract for this has recently been awarded to BT. The work on
improving broadband begins in January 2013, completion early 2016. For more information, including
broadband coverage map http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/broadband-oxfordshire.
Hugh Thresher is the broadband champion on the parish council.
Kidmore End Primary School
The traffic during school entry and leaving times are very busy and challenging within Kidmore End village.
Parish Council members meet with the head teacher of the school and local PCSO to discuss how this
situation can be managed and hopefully improved. The head teacher Mrs Hull sends out regular reminders
to parents to not park on yellow zig-zag lines and highlighting that the priority of everyone is child safety and
keeping everyone safe. In the last year there have been a number of near misses when cars have nearly
reversed into a child. If anyone has any ideas to improve this issue, please contact us via the website.
If anyone is willing for a parent to park in their driveway please could you let the school know.
The Oxfordshire County Council proposed Home to School Transport Policy 2014 is available at:
https://myconsultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/HomeSchoolTransport2014/consultationHome
Affordable Housing.
Planning permission has been granted for the affordable housing in Horsepond Road, Gallowstree
Common, so we expect work to start on site soon. Priority for the new houses and flats will be given to
people demonstrating a local connection. If you or members of family are interested in shared equity, or
rented, housing there, you/they need to make application to be on the District Council’s housing list.
The Kidmore End parish councillors would like to wish everyone a wonderful and happy New Year.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the parish council
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Community Network Service
Oxfordshire County Council aim to improve the access to information and advice by putting in place a new
service called the Oxfordshire Community Network. The service will initially focus on people who are older,
frail and vulnerable and create easy access to a wide range of information and support that already exists.
There will be paid community networkers in each locality, supported by volunteers. They will network
extensively with parish councils/police community support officers, social group organisers, church groups
and others. They will receive referrals from agencies and members of the community about people needing
information or support. As such they will become a community resource.
Part of their role is also to identify unmet needs within the community and respond by initiating and
supporting new social activities. The aim is to help vulnerable people from falling in to difficulty by sorting out
a problem before it becomes a crisis.
Good Neighbour schemes will be a central element within this and will be promoted and supported as part of
the Community Network. There will be a development fund available that Good Neighbour schemes will be
able to access.
The County Council want to build on the work that is already happening across the county and strengthen
the support available for people within their communities. The service will complement and not duplicate
existing services. It will be flexible and tailored to the needs of each locality and will therefore be able to
respond and develop new projects, and activities to meet the community’s needs.
The County Council want to give enough time for the service to develop and to achieve results, so have put
in place a longer contract which will be for 5 years. A dedicated officer from the County Council will work
with the service provider, service users and the public to develop effective community networks in
Oxfordshire.
Good Neighbour Scheme
What is a Good Neighbour Scheme?
Good Neighbour Schemes are local voluntary groups which offer a service in their community for those in
need of help and support. Those people who may need the support of a Good Neighbour Scheme may be
older people, people with disabilities, single parents, young mothers, those temporarily in need through
illness or anyone who may be isolated in the community.
The help offered by Good Neighbour Schemes varies from group to group, depending upon the area’s needs
and the skills and abilities of the volunteers. All groups are different and it is up to the residents of a
particular area to decide what services are offered. Typically, these might include:
Providing transport for appointments, hospital visits or to day centres
Errands, shopping or collecting prescriptions
Household tasks, minor repairs or gardening
Looking after or walking pets
Visiting or befriending
Letter writing or simple form-filling
Reading to partially sighted or blind people
Signposting to services
Some schemes also provide other community activities such as coffee mornings, lunch clubs, trips out and
other social events.
Why have a Good Neighbour Scheme in your community?
In the face of the increasing loss of rural services and the decline of community cohesion owing to changing
demographics and lifestyle culture, Good Neighbour Schemes promote community involvement in addition to
well-being for individuals. They can:
Offer informal, invaluable support.
Reduce feelings of isolation, exclusion, loneliness and anxiety.
(Continued on page 5)
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Be seen as preventative services; preventing or delaying the need for more intensive or specialist care.
Provide a link and social bond between younger and older members of the community and also between
newcomers and more established residents.
Allow individuals to remain independent and in their own homes for longer than would otherwise be possible.
Lessen the negative impact of the ongoing decline in rural services such as Post Offices, shops and public
transport.
There is a Good Neighbour Scheme running in Henley, if anyone is interested in co-ordinating a scheme in the
parish please could they contact Sue Biggs 0118 9723456.

Winter Plan
The parish council has written and agreed a winter plan. The winter plan is available on the website.
This plan includes Grit Bins:
Junction of Wood Lane and Horsepond Road Gallowstree Common
Junction of Rokeby Drive and Tokers Green Lane Tokers Green
On Chalkhouse Green Road between junction of Tanners Lane and Chalkhouse Green Lane.
On Kidmore Lane between Kidmore End and Sonning Common
On Tokers Green Lane between Kidmore End and Tokers Green
Support for Vulnerable Parishioners
The aim would be to have a system within the parish to support vulnerable parishioners to get essential foodstuffs,
prescriptions and if required transport to doctors surgery in Sonning Common.
Co-ordinator's who will have a list of parishioners with 4 wheel drives/winter tyres willing to support vulnerable
parishioners as above.
Personal details of residents would not be given out. This is a voluntary service and can not guarantee that all
requests will be met. The volunteers carrying out the tasks in support of this plan do so as their own risk.
The contact details of the co-ordinators are:
Sue Biggs - 0118 9723456
Jane O'Sullivan - 0118 9724279
Jane Williams - 0118 9722166
A request for help: please could anyone who feels that they would like to help and has a 4 wheel drive car or
winter tyres please contact the parish clerk at clerk@kepc.info. Thank you.
Clear snow from a road, path or cycleway
There may be concern about clearing snow from roads, the following information is from the government website
https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway
You can clear snow and ice from pavements yourself. It’s unlikely that you’ll be sued or held responsible if
someone is injured on a path or pavement if you’ve cleared it carefully.
When you clear snow and ice:

 do it early in the day - it’s easier to move fresh, loose snow
 don’t use water - it might refreeze and turn to black ice
 use salt if possible - it will melt the ice or snow and stop it from refreezing overnight (but please don’t use the
salt from salting bins as this is used to keep roads clear)
 you can use ash and sand if you don’t have enough salt - it will provide grip underfoot
pay extra attention when clearing steps and steep pathways - using more salt may help
Council Gritting
You can find out which roads and pavements your council grits in icy or snowy weather from
https://www.gov.uk/roads-council-will-grit
Last updated: 8 November 2013
The grit bins have been funded from the Area Steward Fund, who we would like to thank for this support.
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Another Milestone…40 Years with Kidmore End
Roger Penfold, our clerk
for 40 years, was
honoured in 2011 with an
MBE for work in local
government and
volunteering with
swimming clubs. He has
worked for Kidmore End
Parish Council since 1973
and Mapledurham Parish
Council since 1978.
Mr Penfold, from Emmer
Green, is also a board
member of the Amateur
Swimming Association
South East Region and
works part time in
Reading Borough
Council's chief
executive's office. He
worked full time for the
authority for 13 years after
nearly three decades with
Berkshire County Council.

The violent storms over Christmas not only produced flooding, but felled some trees, although fortunately not
as many as we might have feared.
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The End of Kidmore
Once upon a time there was a little village. It was a quiet little village, perhaps too quiet. But the people
who lived there liked it. But it was so quiet that the people in the outside world forgot it was there.
One day some men came and put up a large red sign on Chalkhouse Green Road. It said 'ROAD CLOSED"
and they went away. And the road stayed closed.
Another day some men came and put up traffic lights on Horsepond Road and they went away. And the
lights stayed red.
And the god of the rains saw this, and thought he would join in the fun. So he made it rain. And he went
away and forgot he had started to make it rain. So it stayed raining. And the road by the church filled up
with rain and it caused a flood. And it stayed flooded.
And then people thought they could escape by Mill Lane. But the road engineers had already thought of a
plan: In the unlikely case that anyone should try to use Mill Lane we will forget to mend it so that it will be
impassable. Then, at the junction with the main road, we will make it hard to see out. So they will not go
that way. And so they did not go that way.
And so time passed. And people forgot about Kidmore End.
Then, one day an e-mail was sent to the outside world. It was a small, plaintive e-mail. It said. "We are still
here". So the outside world looked at their Google Maps to find out where Kidmore End was, and they
found Kidmore End.
And they thought about it. And then they closed their Google Maps and went off the play their computer
games and draw on their 3-D planning maps. And they said that Kidmore End was done (in).
So, in the future, when someone chances to come this way with their metal detectors and the like, and they
find the emaciated bones of the people who once lived there, they might chance to think about what happened. But they will not know. All they will find is a small white sign pinned to a house door that read
"The utility companies once came past this way… and Kidmore End was done (in)."
(Written by the Editor, and inspired by an e-mail from Chris Brook)
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Kidmore End Primary School
Keeping Active at Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
I realised early on in my visits to Kidmore End Primary that ‘a healthy mind in a healthy body’ was taken very
seriously here. From my first early morning experience of ‘Running Club’ it was clear that school sport had
never gone away as some sections of the media would have
you believe. There is huge enthusiasm from both staff and
pupils for developing our sporting provision further.
At the start of the school year our Year Six children went on
their annual residential visit to Woodlands in Wales. This is
fantastic start to the year, allowing the children to build strong
relationships and to work with children from Stoke Row and
Checkendon schools which helps transition to secondary
school.
As well as the bonding experience, the children face a whole
range of physical
challenges including
a mountain walk,
caving, canoeing
and a high ropes trail. The look on a child’s face when they have
achieved something they had thought beyond them, whether high
up on a rope or deep down in the confines of a cave, is a magical
thing to behold. The children could clearly tell me afterwards
what they had enjoyed, and what they had learnt from the
experience.
You may have read in the press of the School Sports Funding
which has been given to each primary school for the next two
years. This is ring-fenced funding which can only be spent on
improving provision and teaching expertise, with the aim of
leaving a sustainable legacy from the 2012 Olympics. At Kidmore End we have built on the existing good
practice and enthusiasm, and under the leadership of Miss Dove, who has a very healthy competitive spirit,
have a number of initiatives in place. Firstly, we have ‘bought in’ to the local networks of competitions run by
Kevin Nutt based at Chiltern Edge. This includes a wide range of sports and access to training for new
sports as required. We have already seen success in the football competition which had not run since 2010.
We have also employed Allen Souch, an athletics coach, to work with children and teachers every Monday,
and to oversee Running Club on Monday mornings. Allen
works across the school and will be delivering focused
training to teachers after in 2014. His particular skill is in
motivating pupils, including those who may not see
themselves as ‘sporty’ to aim high and improve on their
own performance. Pupils have been putting their skills
into practice at the Chiltern Edge Cross Country Series thank you to those of you who have taken part and
supported!
We also have a coach from Elite Soccer who comes in on
Fridays to work with the KS2 classes on multi-skills and
from January a coach from Reading Football Club will be
working with 4 classes, particularly to prepare KS1 for
their football competition. In addition to all this, we have
the PE lessons led by teachers and swimming lessons at Gillotts Pool. We also love to celebrate children’s
sporting success outside school and this term have heard about pupils competing in judo, ballroom dancing
and mountain biking among other things.
In the 2014 we are looking forward to more Cross Country events, Sports Hall Athletics competitions for all
ages and Netball and Dance events with other local schools. Our pupils are thoroughly enjoying developing
their fitness and skills as well as showing themselves to be good sportsmen and women particularly when
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Dan-yr-Ogolf, S.Wales - Caving.

Mountain Walk - Hay Bluff.
representing the school at competitions. It seems a long time since September when I joined the team here
at Kidmore End School.
The warm welcome I was given, along with the hectic pace of life in a primary school, mean I now feel quite
at home and have thoroughly enjoyed my first term as head teacher here.
Linda Hull Head Teacher.

Kidmore End Primary School football team.

P AGE 1 0

N O . 116

K IDM ORE E N D P ARI SH C O UN CI L

P AGE 11

Kidmore End Pre-School
At the start of our new academic term last September, we welcomed 13 new
families to the pre-school. This term our topic was ‘All About Me!’, and by
Christmas, the Parish room was full to bursting with all the super artwork
produced by the children.
During the autumn, we managed to visit several neighbours, including Sarah Hall
and her wonderful farm in Chalkhouse Green and the Havers family orchard, just
opposite the Pre-school on Wood Lane. Other neighbours came to visit,
including Tara Taylor who came to take photographs of all the children and
Mrs Hull, the new Headmistress at Kidmore End Primary School, who also came
to our Macmillan Coffee Morning in September to meet us and see the
Pre-school. We raised a very respectable £166 at the Macmillan Coffee
Morning, a huge sum of money for such a small Pre-school, so thank you to everyone who baked cakes and came
to support us, and a big thank you to Nicky Liddon-Horncastle for organizing the event. We have also been out
and about in the village, going to the ‘Little Lambs’ church service every month, visiting the war memorial and
feeding the ducks.
During November we celebrated Guy Fawkes Night and Diwali. Everyone wore spots in support of ‘Children in
Need Day’ on 15 th November. At the end on the month, we attended the Christmas fair, jointly organized by the
primary school and church where we raised an amazing £270. Thank you to everyone who came along and
supported us.
In December, we went on our Christmas outing to see ‘How to catch a star’ at Norden Farm theatre in
Maidenhead. We all had a marvellous time, and everyone enjoyed the show. Some of the pre-school went along
to the Christingle Service on 8th December at St John’s, but the whole pre-school went to the church on 10th for our
Nativity. We are very grateful to Father Graham and Jenny MacGregor for opening the church and putting on the
heating! The nativity was lovely, and everyone enjoyed it. The performance was followed by tea/coffee and
nut-free mince pies and Mrs Hull came along with some extra Christingle oranges, so all the children were able to
leave with one.
On the last day of term, 18th December, we had our Christmas Party at Peppard War Memorial Hall. The children
were entertained by Jo Jingles, had a lovely lunch supplied by the committee and had a very special visitor in red
who came along to give all the children a present. We would like to thank everyone who helped out at the party,
particularly Emma Hawker, the staff and all the committee, and a special thank you to David Keys.
We are now looking forward to 2014, and a new term and two new starters at the pre-school.
The register is gradually filling up for September 2014. We are a small pre-school set in a rural location, with
session numbers limited to 14 children. If you would like more information about our ‘Outstanding’ pre-school, or
you would like to add your child to our waiting list, please contact me on 972 3700 or
e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon as possible.
Please check out our website at www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for further information.
Best wishes
Caroline Aldridge Preschool Business Manager and Registrar

KIDMORE END PRE SCHOOL EASTER EGG HUNT!
Tickets are now on sale for Kidmore End Pre-school's annual Easter Egg Hunt.
The Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday 26th of April from 11am - 2pm. at Kidmore End Primary school.
(new venue this year).
As always this will be a fantastic morning for all the family. As well as the hunt itself, we'll have craft
activities, lucky dip, pluck-a-duck, BBQ, cakes, refreshments, raffle and silent auction with some fantastic prizes,
and much more!
Tickets are just £3:50 per child and adults go free. Please contact Felicity at flickhaines@hotmail.com
This is always a popular event, so remember to let your friends and family know about it now to avoid
disappointment!!
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Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
In the South Oxfordshire District
Council (SODC) Core Strategy
which was ratified in 2011, Sonning
Common was identified as a larger
village, one of 12, which would be
further expanded and serve the
needs of the surrounding
communities of some 8,000 people.
The NDP working party first met in
November 2011. The Parish
Council had decided that it would
be a positive way forward for us to
steer the development of housing,
offices and amenity space in a
direction that reflected the
residents’ wishes rather than
accepting the requirements of
developers. The working group
was led by the Parish Councillor in
charge of planning, along with other
councillors and included some
volunteers from the community.
The SC magazine asked for further
recruits and explained the reasons
why and what was an NDP.
The first task was to produce a
Vision Statement expressing ‘What
the village will look like in 2027’.
This was distributed to nearly 2,000
households and their views
requested. A series of open
meetings were then held in the
Village Hall to recruit volunteers to
complete site surveys on the 14
potential sites already identified in
the SODC Core Strategy. Nearly
400 Site, Character and Landscape
surveys have subsequently been
completed and villagers were also
consulted about the regeneration of
the village centre. After a lengthy
collation of the data, the results
were shared at three public
presentations (February 2013),
audited by independent people and
all the feedback and changes were
collated and published in the SC
magazine.
During the final three months of
2012 information gathering was the
Working Party’s focus. The
Housing Survey was completed by
24% of residents and a Business

Survey was also conducted. Both
of these have informed the
decisions about housing mix and
the need for offices. The Traffic
Survey Task group was established
and published their interim report in
July 2013. Consultants have been
employed to undertake and report
on our Village Character, the
Landscape Setting Assessment
and some further work on traffic.

resulted in three possible options
being taken forward for further
consideration.

A draft built limits line drawn around
the village provided a clear
statement that the NDP has been
highly respectful of the beautiful
high-quality AoNB land on both
sides of Sonning Common. SON
15a which fits within these built
limits and, if selected for housing,
it is proposed will be effectively
Since the start of the NDP,
consultation had been ongoing with screened with landscape planting
of trees and hedging, so as not to
both Rotherfield Peppard (RPPC)
be not over-looked from the AoNB
and Kidmore End Parish Council
(KEPC) as SON 13 and SON 4 lie land, and with access from Reades
respectively within their boundaries. Lane only.
Representatives from each council
Our consultants have completed
regularly attend our NDP meetings.
Site Concept Statements, showing
In the spring of 2013 Chiltern Edge
buffer screening, wildlife corridors,
School Governors submitted a
open space, pedestrian links,
request to SODC that part of the
structured planting and access to
school site should also be
the sites SON 6 (strip), SON 7,
considered for housing
SON 9, SON 2, SON 3 and SON
development. This site SON 15
15a. All of these sites remain
falls within the KEPC boundary.
potentially available for
With the agreement of both parish
development under the NDP.
councils SON 4, SON 13 and SON
15 have been included in the NDP The write up of the final
area.
Neighbourhood Development Plan,
consultation with residents,
The NDP group held consultation
submission to SODC and the
meetings with the landowners and
Government appointed Examiner
at this point SON 4, SON 13, and
takes approximately 45 weeks and
SON 14 were withdrawn by their
will be followed by a local
owners. After informal talks with
referendum, which is currently
the Chiltern Conservation board it
planned for March 2015.
was made clear that SON 10, SON
12 and the strip of land on SON 11 Sonning Common has no choice
should not be developed as they
but to accept developments. So,
fall in the Area of Outstanding
rather than accept a developer
Natural Beauty (AoNB).
“free-for-all” we are producing a
NDP which gives our residents
A public meeting was held in July
some say in what happens. The
2013 to feedback the surveyors’
NDP has been open to consultation
information and it was
through-out and seeks to place
recommended that SON 15a go
development in a socially
forward for potential development,
responsible and sensitive way. If
but not SON 15b. At that meeting a
you have further questions, or
complex matrix was discussed in
would like to learn more about what
which 9 possible options for
we have been doing and look at our
housing, offices, and amenity green
plans, please can we
space across all the remaining
direct you to our website
sites, were detailed. Written
www.scpc-ndp.co.uk.
feedback from the attendees has

Diana Pearman January 2014 - On behalf of the Sonning Common NDP Working Party
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John Howell MP writes…
A look back at recent key issues in Westminster and the Constituency - Mid January 2014
Many of us begin a new year with
ideas and plans. Although I spend
as much time in the constituency
as commitments in Parliament
allow, this year I would like to
meet even more constituents than
last year. It is particularly helpful
to me to meet community groups
and to visit businesses and other
organisations. If you are involved
in something that you think it
would be helpful in my
parliamentary work for me to know
more about please contact my
constituency office to discuss and
if appropriate arrange a visit.
On returning to Westminster after
the Christmas recess two key Bills
were in their final stages of
working through the House of
Commons before being sent to
the House of Lords for their
deliberation.
The Water Bill had its 3rd reading
in the House of Commons on
6th January and is now with the
House of Lords. This Bill seeks to
make provision about the water
industry; about compensation for
modification of licences to abstract
water; about main river maps;
about records of waterworks; for
the regulation of the water
environment; about the provision
of flood insurance for household
premises; about internal drainage
boards; about Regional Flood and
Coastal Committees; and for
connected purposes. All of this is,
of course, particularly important in
the light of recent weather
conditions and flood problems.
The Offender Rehabilitation Bill
completed it 3rd reading in the
House of Commons on 14th
January and was sent to the
House of Lords. This is a Bill to

make provision about the release,
and supervision after release, of
offenders, to make provision
about the extension period for
extended sentence prisoners, to
make provision about community
orders and suspended sentence
orders, and for connected
purposes.
On 13 th January the Foreign
Secretary made a Statement on
the deepening crisis in Syria. He
highlighted the urgent need for the
UK to continue working to reach a
political settlement to the conflict,
thereby also protecting UK
national security. We must also
make every effort to alleviate the
desperate humanitarian suffering,
and to prevent the further use of
chemical weapons. The Foreign
Secretary set out the ongoing
work and confirmed that the
peace conference on Syria will
begin later this month. He also
explained the importance of UK
financial support which has helped
the UN strengthen security and
humanitarian coordination
mechanisms inside Syria.
Additionally, UK aid to the World
Food Programme has enabled the
organisation to enhance its food
storage facilities and security
management procedures. This
effort is in response to a
catastrophe that has seen more
than 100,000 people killed. In
addition, the number of refugees
has exceeded 2.2 million, more
than half of whom are children
and 6.5 million people have had to
flee their homes and are now
displaced within Syria.
At a much more local level I would
like to remind communities of the
provision under the Localism Act

for communities to nominate
‘assets of community value’ to be
listed so that should the owner
decide to sell the group will be
given time to come up with a bid
for the asset in order to retain it for
community use. It is really
important for communities to
consider whether they have an
asset that they would be willing to
put in a bid for in order to retain it
and if there is something to list it
as soon as possible. It is too late
once a property is on the market
and we are already seeing ‘the
last pub lost’ where this
opportunity has not been taken
up. The process is administered
via the District Council and details
on how to nominate can be found
on their website.
www.southoxon.gov.uk/servicesand-advice/community-adviceand-support/assets-communityvalue
Further details of the proposed
legislation and the work of
Parliament is available on the
parliament website at
www.parliament.uk. As always I
am interested to hear views on the
proposals before the House.
For more information my website
is regularly updated and offers
information on my work both in
Westminster and in the
constituency. The address is
www.johnhowellmp.com In
addition, if you would like to
subscribe to my free e-newsletter
please e mail me at:
john.howell@oxfordshireconservat
ives.com.
You can also follow me on twitter
@johnhowellmp or
Facebook
www.facebook.com/john.howellmp
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A Letter to the Editor...
Brian Knapp
Editor
Kidmore End Parish Newsletter
Dear Brian
Together with my fellow villagers I have been concerned for sometime now at the speed many people drive
on the lanes in and around Kidmore End. The problem is more evident during the times of the school run –
which is not surprising as these are the periods when there tends to be the most traffic in the area.

I was minded to write this letter, which I have sent to the Playschool, the Primary School and to the Parish
Newsletter as a result of an incident I was involved in this morning. At 9.05 I was driving from Kidmore End
to Sonning Common and had reached the stretch between the pond and Hazelmoor Lane – a particularly
narrow stretch with overhanging hedging, but with small areas to pull in on either side of the road. A car
was approaching me and so I stopped – managing to pull in slightly to the side. However the other car had
no intention of stopping and drove straight past me, knocking my wing mirror. The car still did not stop and I
got out of my car and waved. The car eventually did stop about 50 meters further on and I walked up to talk
to the driver to say I felt she was going too fast for the conditions in the lane. She said to me, and I quote
“I was going at 25 mph”. I was almost speechless, but pointed out that 25mph is too fast for a narrow lane,
especially when there is traffic and children around. She responded by asking me what the speed limit was
– I said 30mph and she said, and I quote again “so, I was going at 25 mph”.

It is this mind-set that the speed limit is the guiding force that I find so disturbing. I am sure I have driven at
25mph or even 30mph at times in the area, but I hope that I am always aware of the conditions and the
likelihood of meeting traffic and people and am ready to pull in, slow right down or stop when necessary.
The lady I encountered this morning is by no means alone in her quest to get to her destination with
insufficient consideration for others on the road.

So, I would be grateful if you could pass on the request for everyone to remember to be just a bit more
aware of their surroundings, and to have a little more courtesy for others on the road so that our lanes are
safer for all those who use them.

Yours sincerely
Sue Remenyi

Would you like to comment on this or other parish matters, just write or email the editor.
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2013
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

10.4

51

17.5

64

47.5

1.9

24

0.9 (13)

October

9.4

49

14.2

58

110.5

4.4

19

0.7 (19,27)

November

3.7

39

8.6

48

60

2.4

16

0.6 (3)

218

8.7

September

Rainfall - 3 months to end of November 2013

In (day)

During this period we have had two virtually dry periods each of three weeks, these were the last two weeks
in September, and the first in October and the last three weeks in November (apart from 20th when
9mm/0.4in fell). There were four days which recorded more than 13mm/0.5in rain but none with more
25mm/1in.
There was a wide range of temperatures with the first five days of September recording maximum
temperatures above 20C/68F. The first sub-zero temperature was recorded on November 15th, with three
nights being below zero by the end of November

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 3 months to November 2013
Lowest (day)

Highest (day)

September

5.0C

41F

(7)

25.9C

79F

(5)

October

1.6C

35F

(29)

18.5C

65F

(4)

-2.1C

28F

(19)

13.3C

55F

(6)

November

Chris Brook

(We had begun to miss the local weather which Derek had so punctiliously given us for many years. But it
transpires that Chris Brook is able and willing to share her records with us into the future. On the
assumption that the weather in Wood Lane is not too different to Chalkhouse Green Lane, we are delighted
that Chris will carry on the good work, keeping our long record of weather intact. Ed)
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Gardening
The winter rains have finally arrived, so hopefully the aquifers will fill
up and there will be no hose pipe ban in 2014. To keep this valuable
moisture in the soil, apply a thick layer of mulch (use homemade compost or composted leaf mould) to the borders. You will have to time
this application, because the mulch will prevent moisture
percolating down to the soil as well as preventing evaporation from
the soil, and deter the germination of weed seeds. March would
possibly be a good time, but if spring is early then you would be able
to do this job in February. I know that it seems strange to think about
conserving water at the moment, but previous years indicate that
there may be times during the coming months when there will be no
substantial rainfall. It seems to me that gardeners have to assume the worst and plan for it now.
The downside of the recent stormy weather is the fact that the high winds have caused some damage to
fences, trees and woody shrubs, so a quick tidy up when the weather is good will stop further damage.
Now is the time to think about what you want to accomplish in the garden this year. There is always room
for improvement, whether it is tidying up the corner full of nettles near the back fence, creating a new patio
and seating area, organizing the garden shed or revamping the pots on the patio.
I seem to have limited time for gardening at the moment, so I am going to focus my time on salad crops, fruit
and flowers.
Lawn Care Scarify, removing the thatch and moss, and disposing of it in your brown bin. When the lawn
starts to grow again, treat with a high nitrogen feed.
Weeding Because you have mulched the beds (see top paragraph), you will reduce the numbers of weeds,
and make weeding in the future easier.
Colour Dead-head winter flowering pansies. Keep an eye out for slugs and snails and treat as appropriate.
Veggie patch. Choose the plants that you are going to grow. I have left one parsnip to flower and set seed.
Resulting plants do not grow in straight lines, but are randomly placed around the veggie patch. They taste
good, but you have to remember where they are! Leave a couple of leeks to flower next year, then before
they flower, cut off the flower spike and the leeks will make bulbils around the base of the plant. Plant these
out (easiest in straight lines) and you will get a crop of small, but leek-moth-free leeks that taste good. I was
late doing this last year, and let my leeks flower; the flowers were the lightest shade of rose pink, and very
beautiful.
Happy gardening!
Caroline Aldridge

0118 972 3700, caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com

Scan here for the full colour version newsletter on www.kepc.info

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
The pavilion is available to rent at a very competitive £10 an hour.
If you are interested in renting it and would like to take a look
around the pavilion, please let us know.
The facilities are very versatile and the building is very warm.
Contact Roger Penfold, if you would like further information,
email – clerk@kepc.info or check the KEPC website

Roger Penfold, 0118 947 3130

Newsletter Winter
2013/14

Winter/Spring Diary
26 Apr Easter Egg hunt .......................p11

Parish Council Meetings:
19 Feb 2014
19 Mar 2014
23 Apr 2014
21 May 2014
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)

0800 555 111

Victim Support

01865 751511

SODC
Open: -

01491 823000

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Mon-Thu
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
Fri
8.30 am - 4.30 pm
ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council
email

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

SODC Councillors
Malcolm Leonard

0118 940 2299

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 575352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

(kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Citizens Advice Bureau -

07526 743091
08444 111 444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 1 pm

Pre-booked appointments - every weekday

10 am - 3 pm

Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 4 pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)
10 am - 11 am (Fridays)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)
CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Newsletter Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items for the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear
from you. Articles can be sent to any
member of the editorial board.
The closing date for the next edition
is Friday 02 May 2014.
Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Bookings: Roger Penfold

0118 947 3130

Newsletter Editorial Board
Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com)

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net)
Parish Council website
email:

0118 972 2214
www.kepc.info
webmaster@kepc.info

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

