
 

 

Issue No. 118 Newsletter Autumn 2014 

Cane End    Chalkhouse Green    Gallowstree Common    Kidmore End    Tokers Green 

Chairman's Report .................................. 2 

Affordable Housing Build ....................... 3 

The Parish Church.................................. 4 

Miss Cecil Dunning ................................. 5 

Inside this issue: 

Remembering a Wider Family .............. 5 

Lest We Forget .................................... 6,7 

Kidmore End Pre-school........................ 8 

New Bus Timetable ................................ 9 

Kidmore End  Primary school ........ 10,11 

Community First Responders .............. 12 

Carol Singing—New Inn ....................... 12 

Kidmore End Broadband...................... 13 

Oxfordshire - Pay online .................... 13 

Local Weather ..................................... 14 

Gardening ............................................ 15 

Useful information / Diary................... 16 

Ann and Ray Long. 
Celebrating 50 
years in the parish.  



 

 

ISS UE N O.  118 P AGE 2 

Chairman's Report 

This summer the building of the affordable housing started in Gallowstree Common.  The work commenced 
in June, and the buildings are already up.  Residents with an interest in the properties are urged to ensure 
that their details are on the District Council’s housing list.  It seems likely that the houses and flats will be put 
up for the usual [social housing] bidding process, by Soha, during the Autumn. 

In the last report, I asked if you could write to support the Council relating to the change of boundary  
between Kidmore End and Sonning Common.  I attended a South Oxfordshire District Council meeting on  
17 July where the boundary changes were debated and changes voted on.  We had support from “our” 2 
District Councillors at the meeting and I also spoke.  The end result was as we requested and not the  
suggested change by the SODC panel.   

When the necessary Order has been made, Chiltern Edge school building, and the area requested by  
Sonning Common for their neighbourhood plan, will be within Sonning Common, while the playing fields in 
Reades Lane will remain within the parish of Kidmore End.  The boundary will follow the boundary of the 
Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  This was a positive outcome for Kidmore End and Sonning 
Common.  Some changes requested by other parish councils did not have the outcome those parishes  
wanted. 

Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development Plan is moving forward.  Chiltern Edge school are still  
waiting to hear from Department of Education as to whether they are permitted to sell the area of land known 
as SON 15a, it is hoped that the response will be soon.  Kidmore End parish councillors continue to attend 
meetings with the development committee.  Information about the development plan is available at 

 http://www.scpc-ndp.co.uk/9.html 

Map available at  

http://www.scpc-ndp.co.uk/resources/SCPC+PARISH+boundary+$2B+SCNDP+Designated+Area+RFSnn.pdf 

The Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common, is available to hire at £10 an hour.  
The pavilion is a great space if you would like to run a weekly course , party, etc.,  if you would 
like to hire the pavilion please  contact the parish clerk via the parish website.  The pavilion is not fully 
booked during the day in the summer, but evenings, except Fridays, are booked by the cricket club. 

As Autumn is now beginning and winter will follow it, please remember the salt bins around the parish. 

There is salt/grit available at:  

 The New Inn car park  

 The Reformation pub car park  

 Corner of Wyfold Lane and Horsepond Road 

 Corner of Wood Lane and Horsepond Road 

 Kidmore End Pond 

 Kidmore Lane  

 Tokers Green Lane (just after Mill Lane) going towards Tokers Green 

 Corner of Rokeby Drive and Tokers Green Lane 

 Chalkhouse Green 

We are hoping to move one bin to the junction at Chalkhouse Green Lane and Tanners Lane. 

There are 2 vacancies on the parish council and there will be elections in May next year.  It would be great to 
fill the vacancies.  If you would like more information about the role and time commitment please contact any 
of the parish councillors to discuss this further or come to one of the meetings. 

During the summer we have been asked to respond to 2 consultations, our responses are on the website. 

The first was to South Oxfordshire District Council Local Plan, this relates to the proposed number of houses 
to be built in South Oxfordshire up to 2031,  following the proposals set out in the Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment. 

The second consultation was from Oxfordshire County Council relating to their transport plan, looking at 
transport plans for Oxfordshire for the next 20-30 years.  The 2 consultations are linked due to the need for 
transport links to support increased housing. 
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Sue Biggs  Chairman of the parish council 

In the last newsletter we asked for suggestions about how to use the phone kiosks in Kidmore End and 
Chalkhouse Green, we had a couple of responses, no decision to date has been made so please send any 
ideas to us via email from the website or phone a councillor. 

Superfast Broadband has been in the news, you are able to check the updates on the web page at  

http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/postcode-map 

Superfast Broadband is already available in Tokers Green, south of Rokeby Drive, from BT’s Caversham 
exchange.  Currently, it looks like there will be a cabinet, connected to the Kidmore End exchange (in Son-
ning Common), enabling superfast broadband in Gallowstree Common and Cane End, at the junction of 
Reades Lane.  The information for Chalkhouse Green,  Kidmore End and Tokers Green (Rokeby Drive and 
northwards), showing on the website, is that the area is in their plan and survey work is underway, but it 
seems likely that further funding will be required.  Other cabinets in Sonning Common itself are also due to 
be enabled, these are not in the Kidmore End Parish. 

The following information has been sent to the parish council regarding the bus service 

From Monday 11th August, Oxfordshire County Council's Integrated Transport Unit will replace Whites 
Coaches as the operator of bus services M1 & M2 (Watlington - Nettlebed - Sonning Common - Reading). 

Whites Coaches' last day of operation was Saturday 9th August. 

The revised timetable is within the newsletter and is broadly similar to the current schedule, though there are 
some minor adjustments.  Further changes may eventually be required in the light of operational experience, 
but if so these will be publicised well in advance of implementation.  No fares will be charged on the service 
until further notice.  Whites' drivers had been asked to inform passengers of the change of operator, and re-
vised timetables are available on the bus.  

Chairman's Report Cont’d... 

Affordable Housing  

The affordable housing on Horsepond Rd in Gallowstree Common is now making real progress as you can 
see in this picture. 



 

 

ISS UE N O.  118 P AGE 4 

The Parish Church 

The traditional Harvest Festival, at which thanks are offered 
for the safe gathering in of the harvest, originated in the 
nineteenth century when it replaced the secular Harvest 
Home. Our service this year, at St John’s, will be at 11am, 
on Sunday, 5 October – everybody welcome. Afterwards, in 
the school, there will be a Harvest Lunch; this is free, being 
on a bring-and-share basis – BUT, you need a ticket, so that 
the number attending is known in advance. 

All Soulstide is the time we hold a special service for those who wish to remember dear ones who have died, 
possibly but not exclusively, in the last year. The service will be held, this year, in St John’s, at 4.30pm, on 
Sunday, 2 November.  All are welcome, whether regular churchgoers or not.  Those present at the service, 
who so wish, will be able to light a candle in memory of someone/those whom they love but see no longer. 
Additionally, a list of names, of those asked to be specially remembered, will be read out.  Such names 
should be submitted, beforehand, to the Rector (0118 9723987), or to one of the Churchwardens –  
Mr Robert Lynch (0118 9724699),  Mrs Karen Broadbent (0118 9724606) 

Remembrance Sunday 
will have a particular 
significance, this year, 
and those wishing to 
attend the service, on 
9 November, at the 
War Memorial [in  
Kidmore End], are  
requested to assemble 
at 10.50am.  After the 
service at the War  
Memorial, there is a 
service in St John’s 
Church, at which the 
British Legion colours are received into the sanctuary.  All are welcome at this service. 

Look out for details of our Christmas Fair [a joint church/school event]  – possibly the best Christmas Fair in 
the area! –  which will be held in Kidmore End School. 

Because the next issue of this newsletter does not appear until January, it is necessary, early though it 
seems, to turn our thoughts to Christmas - the commemoration of Christ’s nativity. Details of our services, at 
which everyone is welcome, are listed at the end of this article.  

The Service of Carols and Readings [by candlelight], at St John’s, is always popular [the congregation get 
their chance to sing!] and will be held, this year, at 7.30pm on Friday 19th December.  

A Christingle is a lighted candle set in an orange, representing Christ the Light of the World.  As usual, we 
have two Christingle services, in December; the first is at St John’s Church on Sunday 7th December and 
the second is on Christmas Eve at Christ the King Church. Each child attending will be presented with a 
Christingle; both services commence at 4.30pm.  An excellent way to start Christmas; you don't have to be a 
church member to attend, but be sure to come early for a good seat because these are popular services. It is 
hoped that the school choir will be able to participate.  The collection is donated to The Children’s Society. 

The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January, each year.  Look out for 
details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion. 

Readers are reminded that the church’s website is www.lambandflag.org 

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 

Christmas Services 

Sun  7 December  4.30pm  Christingle Service,  at St John’s. 

Fri 19 December 7.30pm  Service of Carols and Readings at St John’s 

Wed 24 December 4.30pm  Christingle Service at Christ the King, Sonning Com. 

  11.00pm  Midnight Mass, at St John’s  

Christmas Day 9.30am  Family Eucharist, with Carols at Christ the King,  
   Sonning Common 

  10.30am Family Eucharist with Carols, at St John’s  

Car Break-ins 

Please be aware that there have been a couple of incidents where cars have been broken into at night  
without damaging the cars.  The alarms have been disabled.  
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Cecil Dunning has recently moved to a care home in Bexhill on Sea.  Cecil lived in Kidmore End for many 
years.  She was 89 in August but had been suffering from memory loss for some time.  Her niece felt it was 
time to move her closer to her family, and back to her original roots in Sussex. 

Many people will remember Cecil fondly.  Typically, she appeared on our doorstep, the day after we moved 
here from Cheshire 20 years ago, with a patio rose, a big smile and a “Welcome to Kidmore End”! She was 
a lovely neighbour, and always had a smile, even when lamenting the fact that she couldn’t remember 
things; although she found it very frustrating, having worked as PA to Lady Brunner at Greys Court for many 
years.  As she would say “I was clever once, so why can’t I remember things now?” Lady Brunner bought a 
house in the village for Cecil’s retirement, and she enjoyed living there with her dogs. 

Cecil took part in village life in so many ways.  The lovely font decorations for all the big festivals were al-
ways her work, until last year.  She was a wonderful needlewoman, repairing any church linen when need-
ed, and she  also did exquisite embroidery.  In addition, she was an active member of the WI for many 
years.  

Everyone who met her always came away smiling.  We shall all miss her, but wish her well in her new 
home, where she is settling in well. 

Jocelyn Lynch 

Footnote:  I am aware that I know only a small part of Cecil’s history, so if anyone wishes to add anything, please contact the Editor! 

Miss Cecil Dunning  

K IDMORE EN D P ARISH C O UN CIL  

Remembering a Wider Family 

In this newsletter you will hear of some stories  
connected to those who once lived in the parish 
and who were lost in the Great War.  But, of 
course, people are coming and going in the parish 
all the time, and many people who lost family 
members in various wars  are now parishioners 
whose family is not remembered on our local  
parish memorial. 

It is a sign of changing times.  In the past, few 
people were mobile, and many lived for genera-
tion after generation in the same parish.  It was a 
much more closed community.  My family were 
like that, living for generation after generation in 
the same area.  But my generation, and those that 
followed were different.  We almost all moved 
away from the family roots and became parts of 
new parishes.  It was largely all about better  
opportunities produced by better education,  
better wages and better communication.  

It is likely to be the same for your children, few of 
whom will expect to stay in the parish after they grow up.  Nor should they, as they whole world beckons 
those with imagination and enterprise, and we are all better off for that.  It would be selfish of us to expect 
them to do any less.  So the parish memory needs to be more fluid than it has been, connecting those whose 
families once lived elsewhere with those who live here today.  Here is a picture of my grandfather, Alfred, on 
horseback.  We all lived in East London.  He died during the Great War on 15th April 1917 and is  
remembered on the Brookwood Memorial, Surrey.  You may well have similar family members now  
remembered far away.  Of course,  whether far or near, they all deserve to be remembered equally. 

 

Brian (Editor) 
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100 years on we would like to take the opportunity to remember the local men who fell in the Great War. 
Here are all those that we know of who are linked to this parish.  Most are commemorated on the village  
memorial in Kidmore End, a few who did not make it onto the memorial are also remembered. 

Frederick Akers.  The Orchards’ Kidmore End. Went to France in 1915.  After recovering from wounds in 
1917 he transferred to the RAMC as a stretcher bearer and was killed in action in August 1918, aged 25. 

Percy J Allam. Sonning Common.  Enlisted at the start of the war and served for nearly 4 years rising to the 
rank of 2nd Lieutenant and dying of wounds in May 1918 while a POW in Hamburg, Germany. 

Mark, William and Oliver Ambrose.  The family grew up in Bishops Wood Cottage, sons of a labourer, 
grandsons of the landlord of the ‘Seven Stars’ public house in Gallowstree Common.  Mark was killed in  
action while taking ammunition to the trenches at Ypres in October 1914, aged 28.  William and Oliver were 
in the same battalion and both died on the same day in 1915 at Loos in France, aged 32 and 34. 

Ernest Barlow. Cross Farm, Chalkhouse Green. Killed in action in France in 1918, aged 19. 

Percy Burfoot. After enlisting at the beginning of the war Percy served for nearly 3 years and died at Arras 
in 1917, aged 21. 

Leonard Burnham. Emmon’s Farm Cot-
tages, Kidmore End.  Killed in action at Ypres 
1915, aged 25. 

Ernest J Cox. Sonning Common. Serving 
from the outset of the war, Ernest was killed 
in action in 1918 in the trenches of France, 
aged 22. 

Frank Cox. Sonning Common.  Also served 
from the outset of the war and died in 1917 
aged 31. 

Frederick Cox. Goring Heath.  Killed in ac-
tion in 1917 in France, aged 27. 

Arthur J Harris. Gallowstree Common.  Died 
of his wounds in France 1917, aged 27. 

Edward and Jesse Holloway. Kidmore End.  
Their father lived at Butlers Farm Cottages.  
Edward went to India in 1915 and died 4 
months later aged 28.  Jesse enlisted at the 
outbreak of the war when he was already 40 
years old.  He won the Military Medal in 
France, dying in1917 at the age of 42.  A third 
brother, Charles, also served and made it 
through the war. 

Ernest J Hopkins. Cane End.  Killed in  
action at Arras in 1917, aged 26. 

Frederick C Huggins. Sonning Common.  
Killed in action in France at the end of  
September 1918 aged 20.  

William Janes. Tokers Green.  Sent to  
Mesopotamia at the outbreak of hostilities.  
After serving for 18 months he was killed in action in 1916 and is buried near Baghdad.  He was 25. 

A Knight.  Probably Albert, from Kingwood Common.  He died of wounds in France July 1918, aged 31. 

Harry G L Leach.  Of Woodside, Kidmore End.  Died in hospital at Farnborough in 1917 and is one of only 2 
men to be buried at Kidmore End.  Age 30. 

Frank Ledbury.  Kidmore End.  Died in July 1918 aged 36 and is buried at Cologne. 

LEST WE FORGET 
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Lewis and Walter Novell.  Sonning Common.  Lewis went to France in 1915 and was promoted to  
Sergeant during his time there.  He was killed in action in 1917 aged 22.  Older brother Walter also went to 
France, was promoted to Corporal, and was killed in action in August 1918 aged 31.  

Alfred (Midge) and Harvey Old.  Gallowstree Common.  Midge was killed in action in France in 1917 aged 
21.  Harvey also went to France where he was promoted to Lance Corporal.  He was wounded and returned 
to England but died of his wounds in 1916 aged 26.  Buried at Kidmore End. 

John W Page.  Cane End.  Wounded in France, dying there in 1916 aged 29. 

William Parker.  Kidmore End.  Went to France and died of wounds in April 1918, aged 41. 

Cyril Price.  Peppard.  Went to France and was killed in action in August 1918, aged 19. 

Percy Sellwood.  Kidmore End.  Enlisted as a driver and went to Egypt.  He was killed in action in 1916 
aged 28 and is buried near Baghdad. 

James E Slade.  Sonning Common.  Went to France and was killed in action on the Somme in 1916  
aged 23. 

A Small.  Probably Alfred, killed in action in 1915 during an attack on the German trenches at Givenchy, 
aged 19. 

Bruce and George Smith-Masters.  Sons of the Rev J E Smith-Masters, Kidmore End.  Bruce had been 
commissioned as 2nd Lt in 1912.  He went to France in August 1914 and was wounded twice.  He was  
promoted twice to Lt and then Captain and won the Military Cross in 1916.  He was killed in action in 1916 
on the first day of the Battle of the Somme aged 24.  Younger brother George also went to France as a 
commissioned 2nd Lt.  He was killed in action near Ypres in 1915 aged 20. 

Claude Stevens.  Highfield House, Sonning Common.  Died while serving as a stoker in the Royal Navy in 
October 1918, aged 19.  The last local casualty of the war. 

Arthur H Summers. Of Kennylands.  Killed in action in France 1916 aged 20. 

Hugh G Waite.  Sonning Common.  Killed in action in France 1916 aged 22.  Hugh and Arthur Summers 
have sequential service numbers and presumably enlisted together.  They both joined the Grenadier Guards 
but were in different Battalions. 

Frederick Webb.  Kidmore End.  Killed in action in 1917 near Ypres aged 29. 

Albert Wells.  Ivy Cottage,  Kidmore End.  Went to Gallipoli and was killed in action August 1915 aged 37. 

Henry Wells.  Sonning Common.  Killed in action in 1917 at Ypres aged 21. 

Reginald and Walter Worthington.  Dysons Wood.  Reginald was commissioned as a Lt and went to 
France at the outbreak of hostilities.  Within a month he had been killed in action aged 27.  He was the first 
of our local men to die.  Younger brother Walter was also commissioned and went to France on Christmas 
Day 1914, having already lost his brother.  He was awarded the Military Cross.  Walter died of wounds in 
April 1918 aged 28. 

 

With thanks to Mike Willoughby who has researched the records of these men and compiled a folder 
of information which is available at the church. 

LEST WE FORGET Cont’d 
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We have had a very successful year at Kidmore End Pre-school. During May, June 
and July, we have been busy learning about and exploring our topic, Holidays.  The 
Parish Room has been turned into a travel agency, a plane, a train and an ice cream 
kiosk.  The children have had fun creating some beautiful artwork, have been busy 
playing in the garden, growing plants from seed, planting up the planters and borders, 
and going on visits around the village.  We continue to support the ‘Little Lambs’ church group held at St. 
Johns once a month. 

On the 9th of June, we had our summer outing to Legoland.  The sun was out, and everyone was able to  
enjoy a wonderful day out.  It was just like being on holiday! 

On June 14th, we helped out at the Tractor Rides afternoon by working hard at making tea and selling cakes 
at the church.  We raised an amazing £366, which will be split between the Church, Parish Room Committee 
and Pre-school.  It was a lovely afternoon, enjoyed by everyone, and all the volunteers and people attending 
had fun. Particular thanks must go to Helen Beville, Jenny Artivich, Emma Hawker, Sue Gair, Natasha Grant, 
Becky Tilney and the Tractor Boys, Jerry, Jackie, Dave and John, and to all the kind people who baked 
cakes and donated them to the event.  It was a brilliant afternoon. 

Of course, the summer is always a busy time for us, and we rely on our kind neighbours to help us out so 
that we can organize all our special events.  On 24th June, Tara Taylor came to Pre-school to take our  
annual ‘Whole Pre-school Photograph’.  The sun was shining, all the children nearly cooperated, and  
hopefully Tara was able to take a good photograph of us all.  This makes a lovely keepsake, particularly for 
those children moving up to Big School in September.  On 26th June, the lovely Mrs. Hull gave us permission 
to hold our annual Sports Day at Kidmore End Primary School.  The weather stayed fine, and the children 
and their parents had a marvellous morning.  Dora from the New Inn pub is always very kind and helpful to 
the Pre-school, and she was very welcoming when we held a Social gathering for parents at the New Inn 
Pub in July. 

At our Leavers’ Party in July, we said ‘Goodbye’ to sixteen of our children who are leaving to go to Big 
School in September.  Luckily we are saying ‘Welcome’ to 8 new families in September.  We also said 
‘Goodbye’ to several members of the committee whose children are leaving us, and ‘Welcome’ to parents 
who have said that they are happy to support the Pre-school by joining the Management Committee.  Thank 
you to you all.  Without your support, the Pre-school would not be the happy and successful setting that it is.  
At the party, we also said a sad farewell to Tanya Marshall, who has been working at the Pre-school for 6 
years.  Tanya will be missed, and we all wish her every success in her new role as part of the new primary 
school in Caversham. 

Our AGM was held on Monday September 15th at the Parish Room at 7.30 pm.  This is always followed by a 
Social Event, where families can meet up and chat with members of the Committee and members of staff.  
This is a lot more fun than it sounds!  Later in September on 26th we supported the Macmillan Coffee  
Morning. 

Kidmore End Pre-school is a small pre-school set in a rural location, with session numbers limited to  
14 children.  If you would like more information about our ‘Outstanding’ pre-school, or you would like to add 
your child to our waiting list, please contact me on 0118 9723700 or e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk.    
Please check out our website at www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for further information.  
 

 

Best wishes 

Caroline Aldridge 

Preschool Business Manager and Registrar 

Kidmore End Pre-School 
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Bus Timetable 

Effective from 11th August 2014 
 
 

 
Operated by Oxfordshire County Council’s Integrated Transport Unit 

Notes TuWTh = Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

  Sa = Saturdays only 
R = by request only 

service M1 M1 M2 M1 

notes TuWTh Sa TuWTh TuWTh 
Watlington Library 09.45 09.45 - - 
Howe Hill Crossroads 09.49 09.49 - - 

Cookley Green Shelter 09.52 09.52 - - 
Park Corner 09.55 09.55 - - 
Nettlebed Kiln 10.00 10.00 11.13 13.18 
Highmoor Cross 10.03 10.03  13.21 
Satwell The Lamb 10.05 10.05  13.23 

Rotherfield Peppard The Dog 10.08 10.08  13.26 
Nuffield Churchfield   11.16  

Stoke Row Church View   11.21  
Peppard Common Unicorn   11.26  

Sonning Common Wood Lane 10.14 10.14 11.30 13.32 

Gallowstree Common Post Office  10.17 11.33  

Kidmore End Church  10.20 11.36  
Chalkhouse Green Turn  10.23 11.41  

Emmer Green The Pond 10.19 10.28 11.45 13.36 

Caversham Church Street 10.24 10.33 11.50 13.42 

Reading Rail Station stop WH  
10.30 10.40 11.55 13.48 

Reading Friar Street - 10.44 11.59 13.52 

service M1 M1 M2 M1 

notes TuWTh TuWTh TuWTh Sa 

Reading St Mary's Butts - 12.40 13.55 13.55 

Reading Rail Station stop WH  
10.35 12.45 14.00 14.00 

Caversham Church Street 10.41 12.51 14.06 14.06 

Emmer Green The Pond 10.46 12.56 14.10 14.10 

Chalkhouse Green Turn   14.14 14.14 

Kidmore End Church   14.18 14.18 
Gallowstree Common Post Office   14.21 14.21 
Sonning Common Wood Lane 10.51 13.01 14.24 14.24 

Peppard Common Unicorn   14.28  

Stoke Row Church View   14.33  
Nuffield Churchfield   14.38  
Rotherfield Peppard The Dog 10.54 13.04  14.29 

Satwell The Lamb 10.57 13.07  14.33 

Highmoor Cross 10.59 13.09  14.35 
Nettlebed Kiln 11.02 13.12 14.40 14.40 
Park Corner - - R R 

Cookley Green - - R R 

Howe Hill Crossroads - - R R 
Watlington Gorwell - - R R 
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As well as spending much of my summer break outdoors with two energetic daughters I have also been  
taking the time to embark on the reading list which has been piling up over the school year.  The book that 
has inspired me most over the holidays is ‘Dirty Teaching – A Beginner’s Guide to Learning Outdoors”, even 
if Mrs Knight did look rather concerned when I asked her to order me a copy!  Reading the book has given 
me lots of ideas for further developments, but also led me to reflect on the learning outdoors which has been 
happening at school over the past year. 

The most obvious area where lots of learning happens outdoors is the Foundation Stage, where provision  
indoors is meant to be reflected outdoors.  This means that it is not unusual for children to be seen doing 
Maths activities or reading a book outside.  We are all delighted with the improvements made to the outdoor 
learning area this year, with a canopy providing much needed shelter and shade, a new surface which is 
more resilient to sand, water and other messy play, and the favourite spot for adults and children alike, the 
mud kitchen.  Our friendly tree surgeon, Mr Williams, built the fantastic table used in the mud kitchen, and 
kept coming back with more wooden ‘plates’.  All the children then needed was a bit of imagination, along 
with some old saucepans and utensils, to get going on some gloriously messy learning. 

Another area where meaningful learning happened outside last year was our Experience Easter trail laid out 
and presented by Year Five as part of their religious education work on symbols.  The area behind their 
classroom was transformed into an Easter garden, with reflections for each station which led children through 
the Easter story and encouraged them to think about how aspects of the story were relevant to their own 
lives.  It was a moving and sensitive piece of work, and had a lasting impact on many children, particularly 
those involved in its construction. 

Year Five also had lots of opportunities for learning outside on their short residential trip to the Court Hill  
Centre on the Ridgeway near Wantage.  A visit to the White Horse took in some history, geography and  
mythology, as well as some strenuous exercise, while den-building in the woods tested teamwork and  
problem-solving skills, as well as bravery when Mrs Jones carried out quality assurance with the aid of a  
watering can.  The children learnt that toasting marshmallows can be a risky business on a blustery evening, 
and that walking in the rain is best done at a brisk pace.   

In the Summer Term we decided we should all ‘get out more’ and participated in Empty Classroom Day.   
This is an initiative run in some London boroughs, where clearly outside space is at more of a premium than 
here in Kidmore End.  However, we didn’t see why we should miss out on the fun, and so teachers  
committed to doing one lesson (not PE!) outside on that day, leaving their classrooms empty.  There was 
large scale Aboriginal-inspired art, lots of measuring in Maths, a treasure hunt and some creative writing.  
The enthusiasm for getting outside continued beyond the day itself with debates on the future of the  
rainforest taking place on the amphitheatre mound, children stepping out stories across the playground, and 
finding angles on the climbing equipment. 

The challenge now is to keep the momentum for learning outdoors going as the weather becomes more  
autumnal.  I am equipped not only with my book but also two posters on things to do with sticks and stones, 
and have asked Mr Shaw to salvage a large wooden box from the skip to convert into a bug hotel.  KESA 
have kindly offered to fund two ‘magniposts’ which will allow children to look closely at the bugs and beasties 
roaming our playground, and we have been participating in a trial of new I-spy books which are great for 
learning the names of trees and flowers.  We also have to harvest the produce in our curriculum garden 
which is full of fruit and vegetables which may feature in our whole school food topic which starts the year.   

And if you see a crate of what looks like rubbish; planks, canes, string etc., we will be trying ‘loose parts’ play 
– like the mud kitchen it can be messy but not only exercises the body but the imagination as well.   

Out and About at Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School 

Linda Hull, Headteacher 
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There will be Carol Singing at the New Inn in Kidmore End  

on Monday 22nd December at 7.30pm 

with some musical accompaniment and carol sheets 

Mince pies will be provided.   

Come along and get festive singing carols 

Carol Singing at the New Inn 

Community First Responders 

Do you want to make a difference and give something back to the people in your local community when they 
need you the most? 

You could make a difference by providing emergency life saving skills to a member of your community until 
an emergency ambulance arrives. 

Community First Responders are volunteers that are 
trained and equipped by the ambulance service to 
answer certain types of medical emergencies in their 
local communities while the ambulance is on its way. 
There is good evidence to suggest that if people are 
trained to help someone while the ambulance is on 
the way, more lives are saved, and because the  
volunteers operate in their neighbourhoods there is 
every possibility they will arrive before the  
ambulance and these seconds and minutes can 
make all the difference. 

All you need to join is to be over 18, have a full  
driving licence and pass an enhanced criminal records’ check and be willing and able to give up some free 
time to help your community.  

We are currently looking for volunteers across Oxfordshire,  If you would like to help in this literally life saving 
and very rewarding project please e-mail cfr@scas.nhs.uk for an information pack or call our 24-hour hotline 
on 0800 587 0207. 

 

David England 

Community Liaison & Training Officer, 

South Central Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust. 

Mobile 07970 490 519 Email david.england@scas.nhs.uk 

 

There are notices on post boxes giving information about a change in postal services, although this has not 
started yet.  Further information is available at:  

http://www.royalmail.com/personal/help-and-support/postboxes-faqs  

Change in postal services  
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Broadband in the parish of Kidmore End 

Currently the BT cabinet at the pond in Kidmore End is not being upgraded in the current upgrading of fibre 
broadband.   This affects the villages of Kidmore End, Chalkhouse Green, and some of Tokers Green.   

As a community the more people who register interest the greater the likelihood that more areas in the parish 
may be covered when the future rounds of upgrades happen.   

The following web link has an area where you can register interest. 

 

http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/postcode-map 

South Oxfordshire District Council: facility for online payments 

Useful information about the payment process 

The council's secure online payment system is available 24 hours a day. 

You will be taken to a secure website, where you will be asked for your credit or debit card details. To  
ensure a swift transaction, the system checks your account details before your payment is completed. 

Please note:  if paying by credit card, an automatic surcharge of 1.36% will be added to your transaction 
total.  No surcharge will be applied to debit card payments. 

Reference number you will need to make your payment (this will change depending on what you are  
paying).  For examples of some of these bills and invoices, with the relevant references circled, see the 
downloads section of this page. 

You can pay the following council services online: 

Click here to pay your council tax – Use the eight digit reference beginning with 4 on your council tax bill 

Click here to pay business rates - Use the seven digit reference beginning with 5 on your business rates bill 

Click here to pay parking fines - Use the eight character reference starting XC on your parking fine 

Housing Benefits Debtors Academy - Use the eight digit reference beginning with a 7 displayed on your 
housing benefit overpayment invoice 

Fixed penalty notice– Use the six digit reference beginning with 6 displayed on the fixed penalty notice 

Other invoices - this is to pay all other sundry debt invoices  e.g Licence fees.  Please do not enter your  
Customer ID.  The Garden Waste service is now only payable by Direct Debit. 

Please note: The payments system is not compatible with older web browsers that use SSLv2 or lower  
encryption.  If your web browser is using SSLv2 or lower please upgrade your browser to a new version. 

Alternatively you may wish to use your own bank’s internet or telephone banking system.  All payments 
should quote your invoice or account number and the following details: 

Council Tax - Barclays Bank a/c no. 43945340, sort code 20-01-09 and your Council Tax account number 

Business rates - Barclays Bank a/c no 83891941, sort code 20-01-09 and your business rates a/c number 

Other council invoices - Barclays Bank a/c no 03313646, sort code 20-01-09 and your invoice number. 

You also need to quote the correct council reference (depending on what you are paying) detailed above.  If 
you are paying for more than one account or property, please make separate payments for each individual 
account/property.  Failure to quote the correct reference or to make separate payments for individual  
accounts could lead to delays in allocating the payment once it has been received and may result in recovery 
documents being issued. 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/about-us/how-we-work/our-finances/council-payments/online-payments 
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2014 

 

Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature  
Totals Highest 

 C F C F mm in mm In 

May 8.5 47 16.7 62 106 4.2 40 1.6 (24) 

June 12.4 55 19.7 67 81 3.2 33 1.3 (13) 

July 15.5 60 24.0 75 36 1.4 12 0.5 (17) 

August 12.2 54 19.7 67 78 3.0 25 1.0 (25) 

Rainfall - 4 months to end of August 2014 301 11.8   

     

Rainfall  

After such a wet winter and spring I hope you have enjoyed this warm dry summer.  

We have had 54 days when the maximum temperature has been over 20 C / 68 F and July managed 12 
days when the maximum temperature was over 25 C / 77 F.  The highest temperature recorded was 28.2 C / 
83F (on July 25th).  

The longest dry spell we (almost) had was 17 days from early June but this was broken by one of those 
spectacular storms on June 13th when we had 33mm/1.3in rain. The only other day in this period when we 
had more than 1in/25mm was August 25th, such a shame as it was Bank Holiday.  

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to August 2014 

 Lowest (day) Highest (day) 

May  2.3  36 (2)  24.1  75 (19) 

June  6.0  43 (6)  23.0  73 (6) 

July  10.4  51 (6)  28.2  83 (25) 

August  7.8  46 (23)  25.3  78 (7) 

 C F C F 

Chris Brook  



 

 

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion 
 

There are vacant times in the diary when the pavilion 
can be rented throughout the week.  The rate is £10 per 
hour, with a deposit for private parties.  The pavilion is 
suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions,  
fitness or other classes and a host of other activities 

The premises can be used between 0700 and 2330 
hours on Mondays to Saturdays inclusive and between 
0800 and 2230 on Sundays. 

The pavilion will be available for hire during the day on weekdays throughout the year.  Between 1 April and 
30 September inclusive, the premises will generally not be available at weekends, and only on Friday  
evenings, as it is being used by the cricket club.   Between 1 October and 31 March of the following year 
inclusive, the premises will be available on Saturdays, Sunday afternoons and on any evenings. 

Please contact Mr Penfold for further information    0118 947 3130 
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It has been a fantastic year for many plants, particularly roses and hydrangeas.  
Both of these shrubs have flowered magnificently, and lawns have remained 
green rather than turning desiccated yellow, the normal colour for lawns at this 
time of the year. 

To maintain good lawn condition, scarify and aerate the lawn now, then apply 
an autumn feed.  This will keep the lawn looking good all winter, and reduce 
damage caused by excessive wet (just in case the winter follows a similar pattern to last year).  If you are 
planning a new lawn, now is a good time to create it, either using seed or turf. 

Hedges have been very exuberant this year.  Get them trimmed again now, so that your winter garden is 
enhanced by crisp edges. 

Collect seeds from your garden.  Collect on a dry day, and store in paper (not plastic) bags/envelopes.  It is 
a very good idea to label the seeds with type, colour and date of collection, or you are always in for a  
surprise when you sow them!  I store seeds in a cool, mouse-free area, but seeds stay viable for longer if 
stored in your fridge/freezer.  I have not had occasion to do this as I do not need my seeds to remain viable 
for years, but seeds will lose condition if stored on your kitchen windowsill.  The most important thing to do 
with your seeds is to sow them so that your get lots of new plants.  Perennials and annuals can be sown 
now, or you can wait until March 15.  

Autumn is coming.  Some of my shrubs are acquiring their autumn colour now, so get your leaf rakes ready.  
Autumn is early this year, so we will all be very fit by the time Christmas comes and the last of the leaves 
have been raked up.  There are huge benefits to collecting up these leaves.  First of all, your lawns and  
borders do not look messy; you do not provide an excellent habitat for slugs and snails (and these pests 
have been horrific this year); and you create the most wonderful leaf mould which acts as a soil conditioner 
which you can use to aid the establishment of new plants, or use on the soil surface to reduce weed growth.  
If you have a pond, net it now so that it is kept leaf-free. 

It is time to get the pruning secateurs out and summer-prune the wisteria if you have not already done so 
and prune roses and other summer flowering shrubs.  Make sure that the blade is sharp so that you leave no 
snags on the newly cut wood which could harbour diseases. 

If you still have some spare time, tidy up the cold frame and greenhouse ready for all the new seedlings that 
you are growing, and to make room for all your slightly tender plants which will need some winter protection. 

Do not forget to harvest all your produce (fruit and vegetables), and to net your leafy vegetables to prevent 
pigeon damage. 

Happy gardening! 

Caroline Aldridge 

Gardening 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 101 
 emergency 999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous) 0800 555 111 

Victim Support 01865 751511 

SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01491 823000 

Open:   - Mon-Thu 8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
Fri  8.30 am  - 4.30 pm  

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
 email orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, 
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways 0845 310 1111 
 www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Fix my Street http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Sue Biggs  

Clerk to the Council  Roger Penfold 0118 947 3130 
 email  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

SODC Councillors 

Malcolm Leonard 0118 940 2299 

District Councillor 

Rob Simister   (rob_simister@msn.com) 01491 575352 

County Councillor 

Kevin Bulmer   (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07526 743091 

Citizens Advice Bureau -  08444 111 444  

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 

Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 1 pm 

Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  

Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 am - 4 pm 

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment) 

Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 11 am (Fridays) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 11 am (Thursdays) 

CAB (Henley) website www.caox.org.uk/henley 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

Bookings: Paula Beville 0118 972 2247 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 

Bookings: Roger Penfold 0118 947 3130 

 

Useful Numbers and Contacts Newsletter 
Autumn 2014 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you have 
any news items for the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear 
from you.  Articles can be sent to any 
member of the editorial board. 

The closing date for the next edition 
is 07 Jan 2015. 

Newsletter Contributions 

Autumn/Winter Diary 

7 Dec Christingle service .....................p4 

19 Dec Service of carols ....................... p4 

22 Dec Carol Singing—New Inn ..........p12 

24 Dec Christingle Service M/N Mass ...p4 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 22 Oct 2014 

 19 Nov 2014 

 21 Jan 2015 

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room  
including 10 minutes public session 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Brian Knapp (Editor) (bjk@curriculumvisions.com) 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 0118 972 1001 

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net) 0118 972 2214 

Parish Council website   www.kepc.info 
 email: webmaster@kepc.info 


