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The Parish Council website is back up
and running again after recent
disruption (see Chairman’s Report).

www.kepc.co.uk.

Scan here for instant access

SODC Buildings Fire
Following the recent major fire at the SODC Offices in
Wallingford; the SODC website is back up and running,
www.southoxon.gov.uk. The website is regularly updated
with information about which services continue to be affected,
which, at the time of going to print, was mainly planning and
the collection of bulky waste. Most other services are
running although may take a little longer than usual.
Unless it is urgent the Council would appreciate it if
callers could hold off for another week or so.

Images from the past.
Does anyone know when this picture was taken?
Do you have any photographs from days gone by
showing the parish which we could publish for other
parishioners to enjoy (or jog a few memories!)
Left to right: Alf Old, Bert Stratton, Jack Rabson, Harry Cook and Taffy Hewitt.
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Chairman's Report
There have been some changes in the parish council since the last newsletter, there has been 1 new
councillor Katie Rolfe from Tokers Green, who we welcome onto the committee.
The parish council meetings are open to the public. If you would like to attend a meeting they are held on
the penultimate Wednesday each month (except August) at 8pm. There is an open session for the public
during the meeting of 10 minutes. The agenda and previous minutes for the meeting are on the parish
council website and all notice boards throughout the parish.
The parish council is due to be elected in May 2015, at the same time as the elections for parliament and the
district council. A poll for the parish council only takes place if more than 12 residents put themselves
forward, and this has not happened in recent years. Notice of election will be posted on the notice boards in
March.
Within the Newsletter team there are also changes. Dr Brian Knapp, who has been the editor of the
newsletter for over 6 years, has resigned due to work commitments and Caroline Aldridge is the incoming
editor. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Brian for all his work over the years. Brian instigated
many articles both for the adults in the parish and for the children including some quizzes. He also included
many photographs taken when the parish has either looked spectacular or during an event. I would like to
wish Brian and Caroline every success for 2015 and onwards.
The council set the budget for the year 2015/6 in the December 2014 meeting. There are a number of
projects that have been allocated funding:
 Additional provision for the water supply to the Cane End allotments
 Provision for adaptation to phone kiosks
 Provision for IT hardware for the parish clerk
 Contribution towards cost of repair of churchyard wall
 Possible contribution towards cost of extending super fast broadband
 There are also funds set aside for other commitments
The Council has set the precept, the money collected for the Parish Council by South Oxfordshire District
Council via the Council Tax, at the same amount as last year, which equates to £52 per average household
(i.e. Band D) for the year.
The Council is sorry that the parish council website has been down since 26 November last year, because of
action/inaction on the part of the former hosts, and the ultimate “owner“ of the domain name. However,
these issues have been resolved and we are pleased to report that the website is now back up and running
as normal under a new name. www.kepc.co.uk
The Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common, is available to hire. (See Page 13). The pavilion is a
great space for a party, event or if you would like to run a weekly course. Currently there are pilates and
sewing classes running during the week.
The pond at Kidmore End continues to be a challenge with regard to the large puddle on the road.
Oxfordshire highways are excellent and come and clear the puddle as required. There are plans for further
work in the future, to widen the pipe going into the pond and to place a valve to stop the water flowing
backwards. Hopefully this will be soon.
There is good news about the path between the church and cemetery, we are hoping that it will be repaired
before the end of March 2015. There will be further information about this on the noticeboards, if it is going
to cause disruption.
The Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development Plan continues to be developed by the working group
and Kidmore End Parish Council representatives continue to attend meetings as appropriate. There will be
another open meeting at Sonning Common Village Hall, showing plans on 7 and 8 February 2015.
Information about the development plan is available at http://www.scpc-ndp.co.uk/9.htmlCommittee .
Map available at Sonning Common NDP Map
In the last newsletter we asked for suggestions about how to use the phone kiosks in Kidmore End and
Chalkhouse Green. We were pleased to receive a couple of responses and would love to hear from you if
you have any more ideas. We will shortly begin repairing the phone boxes.
Super fast Broadband has been in the news. updates can be found on the web at
http://www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk/postcode-map,
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Chairman's Report Cont’d...
It looks like the fibre optic cables will be coming to the cabinets in Sonning Common and not to the cabinet at
Kidmore End with the current roll out and funding. It would be very helpful if as many residents as possible
went to the website above and registered, so that the demand is recorded.
During the winter months the roads and hedgerows are vulnerable to an increased number of potholes and
to trees and hedges falling onto the road. This can be reported to Oxfordshire Highways at the following
website. The form is quick and easy to complete. https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/potholes
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parish councillors, district councillor, county councillor and
parish clerk for their work, help and support over the last year.

Affordable Housing
The building of the affordable houses in Gallowstree Common should be completed by the
18th February when they will be handed over to SOHA, South Oxfordshire Housing
Association. If you are interested in one of the properties please look at the Choice Based
Lettings website where the properties are being advertised.
http://www.southoxfordshirehomechoice.org.uk/Data/ASPPages/1/6377.aspx
Happy New Year.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development Plan
There will be a Public Consultation on 6 and 7 February and residents from in and around our NDP
Designated Area are invited to an exhibition of our draft Plan which will be displayed in Sonning Common
Village Hall, Wood Lane, on Friday 6 February from 6pm to 9pm and again on Saturday 7 February from
10am to 3pm.
This will be the start of a formal six week consultation about our Plan with residents of Sonning Common,
Kidmore End and Rotherfield Peppard Parishes.
Comments and feedback from all attendees will be a vital part of the consultation process.
Members of the NDP Working Party will be there to answer questions and there will be feedback
forms/questionnaire to collect written comments.
On Thursday March 5, from 6pm to 9pm there will be an additional meeting and exhibition of our Plan in
SC Village Hall for all residents as part of the consultation process.
The Plan will also be available for residents to look at in the Parish Clerk's office in SC Village Hall,
telephone 01189723616 to fix a suitable time to view the Plan.
After this 6 week consultation period for residents there will be another 6 week period for consultation with
South Oxon. District Council and the Parish councils of Kidmore End and Rotherfield Peppard.
Then, after any modifications/changes coming from these consultations are applied, we will send that draft of
the Plan for Examination by an independent Examiner appointed by SODC for a final vetting. The final and
agreed version of the Plan will go to referendum hopefully in September 2015. If 51% of the eligible electors
who vote agree to the Plan then it becomes a legal and active document.
Barrie Greenwood, Working Party Chairman.
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The Parish Church
Easter is earlier this year (5 April), but we start to prepare
for it in February, with the arrival of Lent - on Ash
Wednesday (18 February). On that day, there will be a
service at 8pm, in All Saints’ Church, Peppard - a Eucharist,
with the imposition of ashes. Ash Wednesday is so called
because of the ancient custom of sprinkling ashes on the
heads of public penitents, who were required to commence
their penance on this day. In more recent times, the
practice was replaced by a general penance by a congregation, symbolised by the imposition of ash (a
cross) on the foreheads of clergy and people.
Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday, 6 March. Look out for details of a local service.
On Mothering Sunday, 15 March, we hope to see a good number of families (including Dads!) at our 11am
service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children, for their mothers.
This service finishes in time to take Mum out to lunch or to visit Grandma! Everybody welcome.
Palm Sunday, is on 29 March and, as usual, the 11am service will begin in the school, with the distribution of
palm crosses, after which we will process to St John’s.
On Maundy Thursday, 2 April, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper - 8pm, at St John’s.
The 3rd April is Good Friday, the day of the Crucifixion. All are welcome, young or old, to join the
ecumenical Procession of Witness, which starts from Christ the King car park, in Sonning Common, at
10am. There could be hot cross buns and coffee afterwards! In the afternoon, we have our Good Friday
Service of Meditation, with music, at St John’s, at 2pm - for an hour.
Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian church - and
the day when all Christians attend church, don’t they?
The arrangements for Easter Day [5 April] are –
9.30am Eucharist at Christ the King
11.00am Sung Eucharist at St John’s
Everybody welcome; we expect full churches.
Our clergy and members wish all readers a Happy Easter

Father Graham

At the end of November, Father Graham, our
Rector, announced that he would be retiring in
September 2015. After 25 years at Kidmore
End and nearly 13 at Peppard, his last service
as Rector will be a Benefice Service, on
20 September. He will be much missed, but
we have the consolation of knowing that the
Bishop of Dorchester intends to appoint a
full-time stipendiary priest in his stead.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

K IDM ORE E N D P ARI SH C O UN CI L

P AGE 5

CONGRATULATIONS ON 65th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
The newsletter team was delighted to hear that John and June Manuel of Kidmore End recently celebrated
their 65th wedding anniversary. No mean achievement I am sure you’ll agree and we would like to offer our
congratulations. The Manuels were thrilled that their happy occasion was marked by a message from the
Queen.
Over the years they have been pillars of the local community; serving on the Parish Council, writing for the
newsletter, supporting the local football and cricket clubs. John, originally from Hambleden, was a farmer
until he was 30 and then became a senior technician in the telecoms industry. June worked at Borocourt
Hospital, rising from care assistant to Ward Sister. It was a pleasure to hear their memories of local life,
some of which are written here.
The couple met in 1946 at a Saturday night
dance at Peppard War Memorial Hall. June
was 16 at the time and was being chaperoned
by her mother. At the end of the evening John
had the delicate task of walking both June and
her mother home. It must have gone smoothly
though. They became engaged a year later
and were married in 1949 at Kidmore End.
After the wedding their first home together was
a cottage in Butlers Orchard. John was
working for Mr Cove at Vines Farm at the time
and like many couples starting out in life
money was in short supply. They kept
chickens and rabbits and had a pig in the
shed, to try to increase their income. They
even tried keeping ducklings in the bedroom
but this proved a short lived venture! All their
vegetables were grown in the garden which
was no problem for John who is a keen gardener.
June remembers taking their daughter Alison to Kidmore End School in the 50s when it was much smaller
than today. There were just 2 classrooms and around 30 pupils. Mr Jones was the Headmaster at that time.
Mrs Jones also taught in the school and they both lived on the premises, in rooms upstairs.
In his younger days John loved sport, mainly football, cricket and golf but any sport would do. He captained
the Kidmore End football team, scoring 60 goals in one season. In those days the football pitch was in the
field opposite the allotments on Horsepond Road and it doubled as the cricket pitch.
John was one of the founder members of the Kidmore End Cricket Club when it was being revived after the
war, at which time it moved to its current site behind the Hamlet. He remembers beer fuelled committee
meetings at the Crown and Anchor in Gallowstree Common, a pub which has since been converted into a
private home. John went on to play for the club for 35 years including as team captain.
June has lived all her life in the Parish, she was born in Cane End in 1930 and grew up in Gallowstree
Common. Her grandmother was housekeeper for Mr Vanderstegen and June remembers having the run of
Cane End House as a child. Some of her recollections can be found in Ann Thiam’s book which is available
in Sonning Common Library. She recalls a large well at the junction with the A4074, a grand structure with
metal railings, now grassed over. And there was an old Fox pub which used to be on the other corner of the
site.
June attended Sonning Common School until the age of 14. She remembers how the school struggled to
cope during the war due to the influx of evacuees. Numbers were so great that additional classes were held
at the Village Hall and the school day had to be divided so that some children went to school in the morning
and others in the afternoon. June remembers that the evacuees teachers had come from London with the
children which was just as well!
Should the Manuels ever wonder where the years went they will be able to look back on a full life and we
wish them all the best.
Jackie Russell
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Kidmore End Pre-school
welcomed 8 new families in
September and a further 4 in
January 2015. We are expecting
2 more children in April, which
means that the Pre-school is full
again. We are delighted that the
Pre-school continues to be so
successful, but this means that if
you would like your child to come
along to the Pre-school, please
get their name on the waiting list
as soon as you possibly can.
In September, we started our
topic ‘Me and My Community’.
We have been busy walking
around the village and meeting
our neighbours. We had a
wonderful visit to Chalkhouse
Green Farm in September. Sarah
and Johnny Hall welcomed the
whole Pre-school and the children
had a fascinating visit. We all
enjoyed the time that we spent
with our neighbours learning
about all the things that happen
on a farm in our community. We
are continuing our topic in
January 2015, and we plan to visit
other members of our community
and to invite them to visit us.
We have lots of staff news to
report. First of all we would like to
welcome our new member of
staff, Jane Robinson. Jane has
been volunteering at the Preschool since April 2014, and we
are thrilled that she joined the
Pre-school team as a member of
staff in September 2015. Jane is
now busy doing her NVQ Level 2
at Henley College, and plans to
continue training in child care in
the future.
Our Pre-school manager, Nicky
Liddon-Horncastle was on sick
leave from October, so the
wonderful Sue Gair took over
management of the Pre-school
while Nicky was away. Luckily
Nicky has made a good recovery
and is now back in the saddle, but
we would all like to thank Sue for
looking after us all so well while
Nicky was away.

You may have seen our new
lollipop sign, sticking up through
the hedge. This may make the
Pre-school easier to find for new
families and for deliveries, and is
a smart (and removable) addition
to the garden. Henley Sign
People made the sign for us at a
very competitive rate, and Simon
Stokes of SAS Landscaping did a
marvellous job of putting the sign
up for us. We are very grateful to
Simon and his men for giving up
their time and supporting the Preschool.
Now for our Pre-school news.
We continue to support the Little
Lambs church group in St John
the Baptist every month. In
September we had a very
successful AGM, a busy and well
attended Open Afternoon for new
and prospective families, and a
successful Macmillan Coffee
Morning, where we raised over
£150 for this very worthy charity.
During October, we started off our
French lessons for the children.
These lessons are being run by
Lisa Baillie and Sonia Matthews,
and the children are very keen to
learn some simple vocabulary
and French songs. In November
we walked to the War Memorial
as part of our Remembrance
topic, wore spots in support of
Children in Need, celebrated
Thanksgiving with a member of
our community, and supported
the Christmas Fair at Kidmore
End Primary School. In
December, we went to see
‘Kipper’s snowy day’ at Norden
Farm. Our Christmas Nativity in
the church was the best one yet.
There were a few technical
difficulties when the thick church
walls stopped Bluetooth working,
so there was no music, but all the
children had learnt all the words
to the songs, and their tiny voices
managed to fill the church. Truly
magical. Special thanks must go
to Sarah Cleall who was very
busy rehearsing the children
since the start of October. We

would also like to thank Jenny
MacGregor and Father Graham
for arranging the heating and
opening of the church.
Our last day of 2014 was a very
special event. It does not matter
how long is spent organizing a
party; something always goes
wrong. In this case, the Jo
Jingles entertainer had ‘flu, so
Emma Hawker and Sue Gair
decided that the only way to go
was an old-fashioned children’s
party with games, a disco, and
lots of fun. Sue was up at 5 am to
organize the games, and Emma
worked her magic to ensure that
there was music, disco lights,
decorations and lots of fun.
Special thanks to all the staff and
committee for giving up more of
your time than you had originally
planned for. The children had a
truly wonderful time. As always,
our special visitor, Father
Christmas, made a visit, so thank
you to him for leaving the reindeer
and sledge-packing to visit us!
We do appreciate everyone who
made the party so special for the
children.
We are now looking forward to a
successful 2015.
Kidmore End Pre-school is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. I am now
filling the register for September
15 so if you would like more
information about our
‘Outstanding’ Pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to our
waiting list, please contact me on
0118 9723700 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk.
Please check out our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk
for further information. Our next
Open Afternoon will be on Friday
February 6th between 1.30 and
2.30 pm.
Best wishes
Caroline Aldridge
Preschool Business Manager and
Registrar
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Kidmore End Cricket Club
Senior Indoor Nets will be moving to Shiplake College this year having previously
been held at Reading Blue Coat School and they will commence on Thursday 12th
February at 20:30. They will run until 23rd April with new playing members being
welcome.
Junior Indoor Nets will also be held at Shiplake College with these commencing on
Saturday 7th February at 16:30. These sessions will run until 25th April.
James Frost has taken over from Jeff Sheldon as Saturday 1st XI Captain with all other Captains namely
Mark New (Saturday 2nd XI) Mark Beddow (Saturday 3rd XI) & Guy Ashby (Sunday XI) remaining in place.
Our 1st Game of 2015 will be on Saturday 11th April when we will be away to Datchet with the 1st Home
Game at Gallowstree Common being on Sunday 19th April, when we will host Cookham Dean.
The Club has also re-entered the National Village Knockout Cup with the 1st Round of the Competition
being on Sunday 3rd May. At the time of publishing, we are still awaiting the draw being done.
The 2015 Thames Valley League Season will commence on Saturday National Village Knockout Cup
9th May, with the 1st XI being away to Windsor, the 2nd XI hosting
the 1st Round … 3rd May ...
Hayes 3rd XI and the 3rd XI being away to Datchet Cranbourne 2nd
XI. All Games will start sat 13:00.
The Club has also entered into a partnership agreement with Reading Abbey RFC with a view to benefiting
the development of both clubs, both on and off their respective fields of play.

David New

KECC Juniors 2015 Update
The Junior section of Kidmore End CC will be starting winter nets at Shiplake College
between 4.15 and 6.30pm on 7 February and running until 25 April, with no sessions
on 21 March or 4 April.
Training for all age groups starts the week beginning Monday 27 April and will run until the schools break up
in mid-July. League matches take place throughout the months of May to July and are held mainly on
Sunday’s with some mid-week games.
All of our coaches are at least ECB level 2 qualified and the club is a proud holder of the prestigious
ClubMark accreditation.
New for this year KECC will be running, in conjunction with Performance Cricket; a Sunday morning session
for young budding cricketers between the ages of 4 and 6 aimed at teaching basic cricket skills whilst having
a huge amount of fun.
There are social evenings planned to give the children, parents and local residents the opportunity to get to
know each other better in a relaxed atmosphere. These include a parents v children’s cricket match with
BBQ and bar, a quiz night for the adults and hopefully a floodlit 20/20 match for the children – just like the
IPL!
New players are always very welcome. If you would like details of joining a friendly, family orientated club
and information of our nets and training sessions please email admin@keccjuniors.co.uk or take a look at
the website www.keccjuniors.co.uk
Nick Holroyd
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Pupil Voice at Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
One of the many criteria schools are judged upon at the moment is the extent to which we listen to pupils’
opinions and involve them in their own learning experience. This can take many forms including asking
children what topics they would like to study or even in some schools pupil lesson observations.
At the start of each academic year here at Kidmore End, the children from Year 2 to Year 6 elect School
Council representatives. Over the course of the year the School Council meet with the Headteacher to
discuss various issues. Their first task is to decide on the charity that we will support at Harvest Festival –
this year choosing Diabetes UK as a pupil with Type 1 Diabetes was already inspiring us to raise funds for
this worthwhile cause.
Last year the School Council did an excellent job of persuading the KESA (Parents’ Association) Committee
to fund the playground markings. This year they had their sights set on some programmable Lego, called
Lego Wedo. With these kits you can build models and then programme them to move. As we are now
required to teach coding and programming in our Computing curriculum this is a great way of learning these
skills and it is a rare child (or adult) who does not enjoy playing with Lego. The School Council researched
prices and how the Lego could be used and presented their pitch to the KESA Committee. After due
consideration the answer was received back – the Committee had agreed and the Lego has been ordered.
Alongside our elected School Council, the school staff select a number of children to be Playground Buddies.
These are children we know we can trust to be friendly and caring towards others. The Buddies work with
Mrs Maan, who is giving them training on ‘Peaceful Playtimes’ and helping them with strategies to support
children who may find playtimes difficult on occasions. If someone is feeling sad or lonely in the playground,
they sit on the ‘Buddy Bench’ and then it is up to one of the Buddies to check they are OK and to encourage
them to join in a game or find a friend to play with.
The Buddies were also busy during Anti-Bullying Week which takes place in November. They looked
together at our school Anti-Bullying policy which is written for the adults in school, and drew out of it some
key messages for children, written in language that everyone can understand. This ‘Anti Bullying Charter’ is
now on display in every classroom, reminding people of their right to be safe and happy at school. Also
during Anti-Bullying week we gave all children a Safety Survey. This showed that most children feel safe
around school and know that the adults in school are there to help them if they are worried or upset. It also
flagged up a few concerns such as the tendency of the boys’ toilets to have a wet floor which some people
found rather worrying.
Our final pupil voice event for 2014 was Festive Takeover Day. Takeover Day is a national initiative
supported by the Children’s Commissioner for England, and is all about children having a voice. “The day
gives children and young people the chance to work with adults for the day and be involved in
decision-making. Children benefit from the opportunity to experience the world of work and make their voices
heard, while adults and organisations gain a fresh perspective on what they do.”
School Council met with myself and Ms Moriarty, the Chair of Governors, to plan the day and came up with
some fantastic ideas. They decided everyone should be able to participate by wearing their own clothes to
school, including an impressive range of Christmas jumpers. We invited donations for a cake sale, as well as
running a Bake Off competition which had a brilliant number of entries – there are some very creative cooks
in our student body.
Pupils were invited to apply for jobs, writing a proper letter outlining why they should be considered for the
job they wanted and what they would do for the day. These extracts show the quality of letters received.
“We include our lesson plan to show what we are doing in detail.”
“I would like to do the register because I have a loud clear voice and I can read.”
“I think I have a loud voice and lots of puff. This could help blow the whistle really loud.”
“I wanted to make sure I taught them something that would be useful and fit with what they are learning, so I
went to speak to Mrs Bickerton.”
“I am a good explainer.”
“Obviously I am going to be kind and fair. I will make wise choices.”
“I would like to be Headteacher for the day. I would be good at commanding.”
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In the morning, we had a festive sing-along assembly, with requests made by pupils. Children taught
lessons throughout the school and there was a team of PE coaches hard at work teaching hockey,
gymnastics and athletics. I had a team of Headteachers joining me on a learning walk and Mrs Heffer had
excellent help in the Office answering phones and keeping the school running like clockwork.
The day finished with the Cake Sale, which raised well over £100. The School Council will meet in the New
Year to discuss how this money should be used.
I asked some Year Six pupils what they thought of Takeover Day. Their comments sum up the day
beautifully:
“It was fun because the kids were the teachers.”
“It was great to teach my own PE lesson and for everyone to enjoy it.”
It was a great opportunity – I think everyone had a great time. I would definitely vote to have it again.”
Linda Hull, Headteacher

Children Takeover the Classroom
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Children Takeover the office

Children Takeover PE lessons
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Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common, RG4 9LL
The Kidmore End War Memorial Hall is available for use by all members of the local community and
surrounding areas.
For those of you who have not visited, it’s a good sized hall with wooden flooring and a stage area. It has
good easy access and its own car park. There is a kitchen with hob, microwave and fridge.
It is available for hire on a regular or a one off basis. We also have tables and chairs available. It’s a
popular venue for Children’s parties and exercise classes.
Currently we have Aerobics, Tai Chi, Pilates, Judo, Karate, Tang Sou Dao and Line Dancing !
The Hall Committee is very keen to recruit new members to help run the Hall as existing members have
been serving for several years and are looking to step back from day to day responsibilities.
For more information please call Carole Lewis or Alan on 0118 9723586.
For Hall Bookings or have a look around, please contact Debbie Page on 0118 9722812 or 07802 347943.

Parish Room for Hire
The Parish Room is available to hire for small groups, and makes an excellent venue for band or choir
practice, christenings and children’s parties. The Room is available most evenings, at the weekends and
during the day during school holidays.
Please contact Paula Beville to book the room on 0118 9722247.
Cost of hire is £18 per morning, per afternoon and per evening.

In Memoriam
Jenny Thompson 3rd November 1912 - 2nd January 2015
Resident of Gallowstree Common for over 76 years. Jenny sadly passed away at the incredible age of 102.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family at this sad time.
Jenny was an amazing and wonderful lady who embraced everyone she met with her sense of humour and
her generous love and she will be greatly missed.
Jane O’Sullivan Parish Council representative of GTC
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Local Weather Report: Autumn 2014
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

13.0

55

18.8

66

16

0.6

5

0.2 (1)

October

9.9

50

14.8

59

79

3.1

14

0.6 (12)

November

6.0

43

10.2

50

25

1.0

17

0.7 (23)

December

2.5

37

7.4

45

23

0.9

12

0.5 (26)

143

5.6

September

Rainfall - 4 months to end of December 2014

September and December have been particularly dry months, each having 20 days or more without rain (24
days in September & 20 days in December). The rainfall in each month in this period was less than the same
months last year, with December 2014 having less than ¼ of the rainfall of December 2013 (23mm/0.9in v
108mm/4.25in). There were four days which recorded more than 13mm/0.5in rain but none with 25mm/1in.
Most of September was warm with six days recording maximum temperatures above 20C/68F, the last week
in October was also warm with Halloween being the warmest on Met Office records for over 40 years. The
first frost of note (i.e. the 1st day I had to scrape my car) was on November 4th and the first sub-zero
temperature was recorded on December 5th, with six nights being below zero by the end of December.

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to August 2014
Lowest (day)
C

Highest (day)

F

C

F (day)

September

7.0

45(22&24)

22.2

72(18)

October

4.2

40 (4)

18.7

66 (31)

November

0.7

33 (24)

14.9

59 (2)

December

-4.6

24 (30)

11.9

53 (18)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
I am going to alter the format of my article this time, and start giving advice on
plants that have a place in every garden. We all have problem areas, but there
are some plants which grow well, and look good, in difficult areas. My
definition of a difficult area for this article is dry shade. Many people say that
nothing will grow in such conditions. I, on the other hand, love dry shade. My
problem is deciding what to grow! If the shade is provided by deciduous trees,
then spring bulbs (snowdrops, daffodils, crocus and bluebells) will all grow well
and flower when there is light coming through the canopy; these bulbs are dormant when the canopy is in
full leaf in the summer. If the shade is provided by buildings or evergreen plants, then this shade is a
permanent affair and the only option is ‘Right plant, right place’. In other words, you have to grow plants that
are adapted to low light levels.
Think about our native woodlands, and identify the plants that grow well under the trees. Transfer this
knowledge to your own garden. If you want plants that grow well in dry shade, then look for woodland plants
from other parts of the world that are adapted to such conditions. I am going to concentrate on our British
Natives, an often neglected group of plants. Even in the face of global warming and climate change, these
tough plants should grow well in most gardens. Of course, given half a chance they will propagate
themselves around your garden, so all you will have to do is decide which plants to leave and which to
remove.
It goes without saying that these plants are all protected by law and should only be obtained from cultivated
stock, not from the wild. I particularly enjoy growing our native ferns (Dryopteris filix-mas and affinis). Other
favourites of mine include the variegated ivies (Hedera); these are garden forms of our native ivy.
Grow these plants as ground cover, creating a patchwork under established trees. Ivies do require discipline
(in other words, train them with the judicious use of secateurs). Ivies want to climb; keeping them on the
ground is a quick way to cover bare soil and stops the plants overtaking everything else in the garden.
Ivies often get a bad press, usually because they have been allowed to grow without limit.
Other ground cover plants which are not as vigorous include the variegated dead nettles and archangels
(Lamium), which have beautiful, variegated and patterned leaves and are food plants for bees. Many native
plants have revolting names. Do not be put off by the name. These include the stinking iris (Iris
foetidissima) and stinking hellebore (Helleborus foetidus), both marvellous in dry shade, creating dramatic
architectural shapes in combination with other foliage plants.
Vinca minor (not major) is another good ground cover plant native to Europe; garden forms of this plant can
have variegated leaves and white flowers, but the wild, green form with blue/purple flowers is beautiful in its
own right. There are plenty of other plants that enjoy dry shade, but the ones listed above all look good
growing together, providing a tapestry of greens, whites, yellows, pinks, purples and orange. They are all
evergreen and would provide year round interest and food for native insects, birds and mammals.
Happy gardening!
Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion
There are vacant times in the diary when the pavilion can be
rented throughout the week. The rate is £10 per hour, with a
deposit for private parties. The pavilion is suitable for children's
parties, wedding receptions, fitness or other classes and a host
of other activities
The premises can be used between 0700 and 2330 hours on Mondays to Saturdays inclusive and between
0800 and 2230 on Sundays.
The pavilion will be available for hire during the day on weekdays throughout the year. Between 1 April and
30 September inclusive, the premises will generally not be available at weekends, and only on Friday
evenings, as it is being used by the cricket club. Between 1 October and 31 March of the following year
inclusive, the premises will be available on Saturdays, Sunday afternoons and on any evenings.
Please contact Mr Penfold for further information

0118 947 3130

Newsletter Winter
2014

Winter/Spring Diary

Parish Council Meetings:
18 Feb 2015
18 Mar 2015
22 Apr 2015
20 May 2015
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)

0800 555 111

Victim Support

01865 751511

SODC
Open: -

01235 520202

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Mon-Thu
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
Fri
8.30 am - 4.30 pm
ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council
email

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

SODC Councillors
Malcolm Leonard

0118 940 2299

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 575352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

(kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Citizens Advice Bureau -

07526 743091
08444 111 444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 1 pm

Pre-booked appointments - every weekday

10 am - 3 pm

Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 4 pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)
10 am - 11 am (Fridays)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)
CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Newsletter Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items for the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, we’d be delighted to hear
from you. Articles can be sent to any
member of the editorial board.
The closing date for the next edition
is 08 May 2015.
Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Bookings: Roger Penfold

0118 947 3130

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com)

0118 072 3700 (Editor)

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Parish Council website
email:
Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

www.kepc.co.uk
webmaster@kepc.co.uk
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

