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Chairman's Report
The Heights Primary School
The Education Funding Agency has notified Reading MP Rob Wilson that Mapledurham playing fields is the
site they will be pursuing for the Heights Primary school. The public consultation showed that development on
Mapledurham Playing Fields was the first choice for the majority of people and had the least opposition to it.
They will not now be pursuing the site which was within our parish.
The Heights Primary School Trust have welcomed the announcement from the EFA.
Security Unfortunately there has been a dramatic increase in the number of
burglaries within the parish. Break-ins to houses were reported in early summer and more recently break-ins
to outbuildings and sheds. There also seems to be an increase in burglaries
where there is building construction at the premises.
Dramatic increase in the
The police would like parishioners to be aware of this and they ask that you notify number of burglaries
them of any unusual activity. To report a crime or incident please contact Thames within the parish.
Valley Police on 101.
Information about burglaries or criminal incidents can be found on the parish website or from your local
Neighbourhood Watch group. You may be interested in joining the Thames Valley Alert scheme, Thames
Valley Alert This is a messaging service provided by the police to keep you informed by email about local
incidents and to provide advice.
Other local matters A member of the parish council has attended a meeting about community plans
and neighbourhood plans. The council has discussed this previously and decided not to have a
neighbourhood plan for the parish as it does not have a housing allocation. Earlier this year SODC held a
further consultation regarding housing allocation in South Oxfordshire, Local Plan 2031, Refined Options, to
Continued on page 2
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which the parish council has responded. We await the results with particular interest regarding its
recommendations for small villages.
The grass verge at the junction of Wood Lane and Horsepond Road in Gallowstree Common was
a concern over the summer as the grass reached a great height and visibility was diminished.
Oxfordshire Highways were apologetic but only have funds to cut verges twice a year. It seems
this was an issue in various areas across the county. With this in mind two parish councillors will
be attending a meeting with Oxfordshire County Council officials, along with other parishes, to
discuss whether some of the work carried out by the council and the related funds could be
devolved to local councils.
There has been an unfortunate incident at the play area in Gallowstree Common. Part of the fence
was demolished and the train engine toppled onto its side. A very kind resident informed the
parish council of the incident and returned the engine to its original position. The fencing has now
been repaired but obviously this has been an unexpected cost to the council. If anyone has any
information on this incident please contact the police.
The council was asked by Oxfordshire County Council to complete a consultation on subsidized
buses and dial-a-ride. The council pointed out that currently there is only one bus in the parish and
no dial a ride and that the charity FISH supports some parishioners with transport and perhaps
funding could be allocated to local needs.
Some households within the parish now have the option of superfast fibre-optic broadband. You
can find details on page 6. We hope this will be expanded and will keep you updated on any
developments.
The council is still in the process of applying to extend the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty on
the boundary with Reading in the vicinity of Tokers Green. In due course maps will be available to
view on the website. The next planned review is not for some years. We will be seeking support
from local councillors, Cllr. Simister and Cllr. Bulmer, and from John Howell MP.
John Howell offered the opportunity to parish councils to either attend a parish council meeting or
to arrange to meet with him. Unfortunately he wasn't able to make the September meeting, so a
number of councillors are meeting with him in September. We will report back at the October
meeting and in the next newsletter.
A member of the council attends the Townlands Steering Group meetings. The latest situation is
well reported in the Henley Standard. There is still ongoing debate with regard to having beds
within the site for the community.
We hope to move forward soon with work on the telephone boxes so that they can be used by the
local community, see page 13
There are 2 vacancies on the parish council. If anyone is interested please contact any councillor
to discuss what is involved. There is also information on the website.
The pavilion is available for hire, information on the website. http://www.kepc.co.uk/

Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council
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Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development Plan
We continue to attend meetings with the Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development Plan
Working Group. On the 10th September the group held a residents meeting to describe and
explain their recommendation to increase the housing allocation from 138 to 195 homes. This
meeting was attended by 115 residents, with the mood of the meeting being positive. Residents
understood why the housing allocation was increasing to reflect future changes in housing
allocation which will protect the SCNDP design briefs and policies for future development rather
than leaving this open to developers.
The allocations are as follows:
SON 2

50 homes

SON 5

22 homes

SON 3

Recreation

SON 6

26 homes

SON 15a

37 homes

SON 9

60 homes

25 homes

SON 7a

5 homes

Total: 195
Reserve sites:
SON 7

SON 8 (Gymnasium ) - possible reserve site.
Further information is available on the website, http://www.scpc-ndp.co.uk/.

Oxfordshire Advocacy
This is a new service run by Oxfordshire Advocacy in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support,
providing one to one support for anyone aged 50+ affected by cancer, whether they are a Patient
or a Carer.
This service is also available to vulnerable adults (18+).
Give us a call on 01865 230203
Email us at copa@oadg.org.uk
If you know of anyone affected by cancer and aged 50 or more, please contact us if you feel that
they might benefit from having a Macmillan trained volunteer to support them at appointments or
with getting the practical help that they need. We are also looking for volunteers, so please contact
us if you are interested.
Rosie Young, a retired nurse, has used this service, and this is what she says:
“Having an advocate at my appointments just made all the difference in the world,
because I didn’t have to be the Rosie-the-nurse, Rosie-the-patient, Rosie-the-everything. I
could just focus on me and what people were saying to me, knowing that my advocate was
writing stuff down and if I got it wrong, then she’d talk me through it. If it hadn’t been for
the advocate being there and stepping in I think I might have ended up having completely
the wrong type of treatment for me.”
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The Parish Church
By the time this article appears we will have said a fond farewell to
our Rector, Fr Graham. His last service for the whole Benefice will
be held in St John’s Church on 20 September. Subsequently he
intends to move to Newbury. After 25 years as our Parish Priest
we will miss him enormously. We wish him good health and a long and happy retirement.
Until Fr Graham’s successor is appointed the Benefice will be in what is known as an ‘Interregnum’
when the Churchwardens of both Parishes will work with our Associate Priest, the Revd Susan
Cooper, and the Diocesan advisers to find a new Rector. In the meantime we hope that church life
will continue along familiar lines. If you wish to keep up-to-date with church news including
services and events please look at the Weekly Parish Notices link on the church website,
www.lambandflag.org.
All Soulstide is when we hold a special service for those who wish to remember dear ones,
whether they passed on during the last year or some time ago. The service will be held in
St John’s at 4.30pm on Sunday 1 November. All are welcome whether regular churchgoers
or not. Those present will be able to light a candle if they wish to, in memory of their loved one.
The names of those asked to be
Christmas Services
specially remembered will be read out.
Sun 6 December
4.30pm
Christingle Service, St John’s.
Names should be submitted beforehand
Fri 18 December
7.30pm
Service of Carols and Reading,
to one of the Churchwardens; Mr Robert
St John’s
Lynch (0118 9724699) or Mrs Karen
Thu 24 December
4.30pm
Christingle Service, Christ the King,
Broadbent (0118 9724606).
Sonning Common
Midnight Mass, St John’s

Remembrance Sunday will have a
particular significance again this year
and those wishing to attend the service
10.30am Family Eucharist with Carols, St John
on 8 November at the War Memorial
in Kidmore End are asked to assemble
at 10.50am. After the service at the War Memorial there will be a service in St John’s Church at
which the British Legion colours will be received into the sanctuary. All are welcome at this
service.
11.00pm

Christmas Day

9.30am

Family Eucharist with Carols, Christ the
King, Sonning Common

Look out for details of our Christmas Fair which will be held in Kidmore End School.
This is a joint school and church event, possibly the best Christmas Fair in the area!
The Service of Carols and Readings by candlelight at St John’s is always popular. This will be
held at 7.30pm on Friday 18 December.
A Christingle is a lighted candle set in an orange representing Christ the Light of the World. As
usual we have two Christingle services in December; at St John’s Church on Sunday 6th
December and on Christmas Eve at Christ the King Church, both starting at 4.30pm. Each
child attending will be presented with a Christingle. You do not have to be a church member to
attend but be sure to come early for a good seat because these are popular services. We hope
that the school choir will be able to participate at the St John’s service. The collection will be
donated to The Children’s Society.
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January each year.
Look out for details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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FAREWELL, GRAHAM!
A Personal Reflection
How does one condense
twenty five years into a couple
of pages? I look back to my
first encounter with Graham
and Flossie in 1980 when I
met them in the sitting room of
the then Headteacher of Kidmore End School, Mike Brown
and his wife Anne, when they
hosted an opportunity to meet
the prospective new vicar and
his wife. I came away thinking
“They are a breath of fresh
air!” The PCC had hoped to
attract a young family man.
Graham and Flossie, with Ellie
and Roo, were just what we
had hoped to be able to
appoint. They moved into the
Vicarage in time for the start of
that new academic year, in
time for the children to start at
Kidmore End School.
As PCC Secretary, I was able
to get to know Graham quite
quickly and it soon became
evident that he was an
extremely able priest with an
amazing depth of knowledge,
both in the pastoral sense and
also in the management field.
I also found that if I wanted to
know anything – I only had to
ask Graham! His impact on
the Parish was steady,
services were shorter, but no
less meaningful for that and
his preaching was excellent –
and still is! The Parish had
moved into a new phase.
Over the past twenty five
years we have shared so
much with Graham and as this
is a personal view of his
incumbency, I have a great
deal to be very grateful for. In
the early days of his ministry I
was, I hope, able to guide and
advise him in the ways of his
new Parish; then the

relationship changed and he
was able to guide and advise
me! As my Parish priest and
friend he supported me and
my family so caringly when, in
1996, my husband died very
suddenly. His pastoral care
was something we will never
forget. Many of you would say
the same. He shared the joy
of my daughter’s wedding,
giving such clever advice as to
how to overcome the fact that
her father was no longer there
to give her away. I have
heard many wedding couples
say “That Vicar’s great! He put
us at our ease.” He took time
to come over to the Great
Western Hospital to baptise
my little granddaughter, when
her life expectancy was so
uncertain. Many of you will
have experienced the same
compassion as I have. As a
Parish we were able to
support him when, sadly, his
marriage to Flossie ended. It
is a tribute to both of them that
they have remained friends
throughout the years.
In 2004, I was elected to serve
as Churchwarden and so
worked even more closely with
Graham for ten years. I found
out just how much he knew
about the workings of the
Diocese – how to apply for
Faculties, who to contact at
Diocesan Church House,
whether or not we needed a
licence for social activities and
much more besides. He knew
which workmen to approach
when there was manual work
to be done and with his
background as a JP, he was
able to advise on aspects of
the law if needed.
When he was appointed as
Rector of the Benefice to

include All Saints’ Rotherfield
Peppard, his workload
increased hugely. At first he
had the support of two
assistant priests, but then
Hugh Warwick retired and
moved away, followed later by
Barry Olsen too. The wheels
of appointments turn slowly,
so Graham was left to run the
Benefice on his own, though
ably supported by our two Lay
Readers. By the end of 2013,
we were looking forward to the
arrival of Barry’s successor,
Susan, who with her husband
Ron would arrive from New
Zealand shortly before Easter
2014.
Then in January 2014,
disaster hit poor Graham. He
was hospitalised with
pneumonia and to add to his
troubles, after months of
waiting he was imminently due
to have surgery on his eye!
To say he was stoical is an
understatement! His illness
and his sight problems meant
that he could not drive but
there was rarely, if ever, a
word of complaint though his
frustrations were enormous.
Happily those problems are
now behind him and as we
prepare to say goodbye to
Graham I look back and
remember the two little
children from the Vicarage.
Which one fell into the pond?
One of the staff at Kidmore
End School was heard to say
on that occasion “You’d think
that with a father like his,
Rupert would be able to walk
on water…”! I remember
Magnus, whose tail never
stopped wagging and who
wolfed down an enormous
piece of gorgonzola cheese in
Continued on page 6
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from page 5

front of his breeder, at one of Graham’s Drinks parties, much to the latter’s embarrassment! Do
you remember the
articles Magnus wrote for his master when “the Boss was being Scilly” somewhere?
We will all have memories of Graham as we bid him farewell. Change is never easy and we are
fortunate to have the continuity of Susan’s ministry to take us through the Interregnum, but we
shall miss Graham enormously. I am sure we will all wish him well as he moves to his new home
in Newbury. Our love, our very best wishes and our prayers go with him.
Jenny MacGregor

High-Speed Broadband Arrives in Kidmore End
As part of the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme, two fibre-enabled cabinets are now
live and ready to take orders in Kidmore End.
This means that 155 residents and businesses in the parish will be able to request an upgrade to
fibre-enabled broadband from a range of Internet Service Providers (ISPs). In most cases, this
means that residents can select a product offering download speeds above 24Mb/s following
infrastructure upgrades made via the Better Broadband for Oxfordshire programme.
The aim of the £30.1m programme, funded by Oxfordshire County Council, South Oxfordshire
District Council, Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) and BT, is to provide access to fibre-enabled
broadband where this is not commercially viable without public sector investment.
The cabinet in the following location is now sporting a large sticker declaring, ‘Fibre broadband is
here’ This indicates that the cabinet is live and ready to take customer orders.
Kidmore End 1: Located on Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common, Reading, RG4 9DP
Kidmore End 8: Located on Ashford Avenue, Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9LR

Kidmore End 1:
Serves 20 postcodes
RG4 9AX

RG4 9DE

RG4 9BD

RG4 9DJ

RG4 9BG

RG4 9DL

RG4 9BN

RG4 9DN

RG4 9BP

RG4 9DP

RG4 9BS

RG4 9DS

RG4 9BT

RG4 9DT

RG4 9BU

RG4 9HJ

RG4 9BX

RG4 9HN

RG4 9DA

RG4 9HS

Kidmore End 8:
Serves 1 postcode
RG4 9LN

Please note that improved broadband services are not
turned on automatically. To access fibre-enabled
broadband, please contact your chosen ISP or use
comparison sites to find available packages.
There is a list of ISPs on the Better Broadband for
Oxfordshire website:
betterbroadbandoxfordshire
If you contact an ISP, please state that you
wish to order ‘fibre-enabled / superfast
broadband,’ otherwise they may offer you
a slower broadband service. Your chosen ISP should
be able to offer any technical assistance to access
fibre-enabled / superfast broadband.
It is also important to note, that not all premises within a
postcode area will necessarily be able to order
superfast speeds (above 24Mb/s). Premises will be
able to access a range of speeds – some will get
superfast broadband and others will be able to get
anywhere between 2Mb/s and 24Mb/s, depending on
distance from the cabinet.
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Memory Lane
Gallowstree Common
Taken in the 1960s, we believe,
courtesy of Ted Platt the proprietor at
that time.

Gallowstree Common Post
Office and Store.
Viewed from Horsepond Rd
(into The Hamlet)

A fully stocked shop
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The Kidmore End Parish Council Website
The website (www.kepc.co.uk) is gradually becoming our main channel of communication with
parishioners. It complements the newsletter because it has the potential to be both more
immediate and more permanent.
You can read about urgent matters, which would be ‘old
news’ when the next newsletter drops through your door
and still find information of lasting importance long after
you recycled the newsletter that contained it.
The biggest difference (drawback?) is that while the
newsletter comes to you, you have to go to the website.
When you do, here is a brief outline of the sort of things
you might find.
On the Home page, you will see notices about urgent
matters (including road and school closures,
controversial planning proposals, exciting new
developments, and other events of interest and concern)
as they arise.
Under those, you will find a list of ‘highlights’ (issues of
current importance and recently added information, with
links to the relevant pages), the date of the next rubbish collection, and a link to a colour edition of
the latest newsletter.
The parish council and its work
As you might expect, one of the primary functions of the website is to keep you informed about the
council and what it is doing. You can read about this on the following pages.
About us
Here you can find out who the councillors are, what their particular responsibilities are and, if you
click their names, a little about their backgrounds and what they look like – although you may
notice that some councillors are very shy and prefer to remain anonymous!
Council business
Here is the information about the important monthly meetings at which the council conducts its
official business, with the agendas, current planning applications, and previous minutes.
Local government
This page puts the parish council in context, by identifying which of the three levels of local
authority (county, district or parish council) is responsible for what.
Responsibilities
In case you are not sure what a parish council does, here is a handy digest of those aspects of
parish life for which the council is responsible.
Planning
Thinking of improving your property? Want to ask a question or raise an objection to somebody
else’s ‘improvements’? This page explains who actually decides on planning applications and
provides links to current applications for planning permission in the parish.
Reports
Reports from the chairman and other council officials going back over several years.
Continued on page 9
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The Kidmore End Parish Council Website (continued from page 8)
Finances
The budgets and accounts from 2008 to the present.
And if you want to ask a question, make a point or raise an issue, you will find a form on the
Contact us page to enable you to do just those things.

Other information
On other pages you can read about:
Matters on which the council or other bodies are seeking your views. [Consultations]
Issues affecting the countryside in and around the parish. [Countryside]
Tips on saving energy and making the parish greener. [Energy saving]
Hiring the pavilion at Gallowstree Common – if you are interested, this is where you should start.
[Pavilion hire]
What Thames Valley's upholders of law and order are doing, how they can help you and you can
help them. [Police]
Staying safe on the internet and in the real world, with a wealth of information mainly provided by
the police. [Security]
The services available to residents of the parish, such as rubbish collection, buses, mobile library,
allotments, the talking newspaper. [Services]
Activities available to those who wish to stay active for as long as possible, young as well as old.
[Staying active].
You will also find:
An archive of all the newsletters going back to Winter 2006. [Newsletter]
Photographs of the parish at work and play, mostly courtesy of former newsletter editor Brian
Knapp. [Gallery]
[Useful links] to the web addresses of local organisations, services and information
providers you might find of interest.
And in [News and events], a section which is at last beginning to work, with lots of notices about
what is
happening in the area. If you are organising an event, you could advertise it here. If you have a
news story, why not publish it here?
Please go and have a look.

KEPC Website

If you have any ideas, comments or suggestions, please use the Contact us page to let us know.

David King
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Singing for the Brain Lead Volunteer
Put your musical talents to
good use and make a real
difference to the lives and
wellbeing of people affected
by dementia and their
carers
®

We run four Singing for the Brain groups across
Oxfordshire, each one of which offers people affected
by dementia the chance for social interaction in a safe
and supportive environment.
We are now looking for a new volunteer to join our
existing team to provide holiday and sickness cover for
the leaders of these four groups.
In this role you will put together and then run a short
programme of songs which suit the musical tastes of
attendees.
We will provide you with all necessary training,
reimburse your agreed out-of-pocket expenses and
give you any support you require.
To find out more:
Email: jane.penton@alzheimers.org.uk
Telephone: 01296 718956
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THE KIDMORE END BRANCH OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
NEW 100 TREE WOOD

Standard Bearer David Young (Chairman of the Branch)
Together with supporters and Rev. Canon Graham Foulis-Brown
A New 100 Tree Wood has been planted at Kidmore End to commemorate the 100th Anniversary
of the start of The Great War 1914-18. The wood is a lasting tribute to those of the Parish who
lost their lives during the conflict.
On Sunday June 21st 2015 members and supporters of the Kidmore End Branch of the Royal
British Legion gathered to witness the dedication of the new wood by the Rev.Canon Graham
Foulis-Brown. The new saplings of Beech, Hornbeam and Oak were planted by volunteers in
March this year. A central area of poppies will be planted in the following few weeks together with
the erection of a memorial stone.
Chairman of the Branch David Young thanked all the volunteers for their sterling work and Mr. &
Mrs. Aubrey Adams of Vines Farm for the donation of the land for the new wood.
Volunteers doing a sterling job

Newly Planted Trees

The location of the
wood is to the west
side of Wood Lane at
the Kidmore End
Village boundary.
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Club SC News
Club SC, the Community run Youth Club is now 4 years old and opens 50 weeks of the year.
Wednesday nights are for 10 to 13 year olds and Thursday nights are for 14 to 16 year olds.
Both run from 7pm to 9pm.
On Wednesday November 25th this year, our young people are being treated to a performance
and workshop by Sam Brown and the International Ukulele Band of Sonning Common. Sam’s two
children both attended Chiltern Edge School and she feels the youth club is of great value to the
young people of our local villages. Her support is a wonderful boost for the Youth Club as Club SC
with all its volunteers and supporters enters its 5th Year.
We offer activities for the young people including art, craft and music. We have also tried various
taster sessions such as ultimate frisbee and shadow boxing. We have table tennis, billiard tables
and an air hockey table. Our stereo sound system was kindly donated by the Goring and
Woodcote Lions. We are first and foremost a safe haven for young people to meet, have fun and
'hang out’.
We receive grants and donations from Kidmore End, Peppard and Sonning Common Parish
Councils. Nottakwire and Chiltern Edge Community Association also donate small sums. The
Co-op kindly allowed one of its staff to fundraise earlier this year and we use the office facilities and
staff of both Daisy’s at the Dog and DoggyDips, courtesy of the proprietor Beverly Dobson who is
our Vice Chairman. She also allows us to use her premises for our committee meetings and
AGM's. We do not take these benefits for granted and would like to pay tribute to all organisations
who keep the youth club open and to Beverly for her unwavering support and commitment.
We would like to recruit two more members to our Management Committee, particularly parents of
school age or teenage children. We meet 7 times each year for approx. one and a half hours.
If you would like the opportunity to influence and encourage young people in the hobbies and
leisure activities pertinent to them in the 21st Century, we would love to hear from you.
Please contact me: carolyviney@aol.com or telephone 01491 680887.
Carol Viney
Club SC Management Committee

PUMP HUNT FOR SEWAGE STATION OWNERS


Thames Water is to take on responsibility for 4,000 sewage pumping
stations from property owners and managers.



Electricity and maintenance costs will be taken over under new legislation,
potentially saving customers thousands of pounds.



Help is needed to track down 1,800 ‘missing’ stations.

Thames Water is appealing to customers to help identify privately owned sewage pumping
stations.
Continued on Page 13
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Telephone Boxes
You may not have noticed it yet but things are beginning to happen now with our village telephone
boxes. Both have been in a sorry state for some time but Hugh Thresher is on the case. Some of
the broken glass panels have been replaced. The telephone box in Chalkhouse Green is in need
of clearing and both boxes will need sanding down and painting. Hugh is also looking into whether
we can move the telephone box in Kidmore End which is rather oddly facing a hedge instead of the
road. This would be no small job since it apparently weighs 0.7 tons.
Which begs the question what do we want them to be once they have been spruced up? Do we
want them to be functional, or to be decorative or quirky village features, or both?
Elsewhere telephone boxes are used as libraries or book and DVD exchanges, art galleries, even
art installations. Some contain defibrillators. One idea which has been put forward for ours is to use
them as information points for visitors to the villages such as walkers and cyclists. Perhaps you
have a better idea. Let us know.
Hugh would be pleased to hear from anyone interested in helping with the project. If you happen to
feel a burning desire to paint a telephone box or need an outlet for some creative juices or maybe
you have the perfect idea for them, then Hugh can be contacted at sue.thresher@btconnect.com.
Jackie Russell

PUMP HUNT FOR SEWAGE STATION OWNERS

From Page 12

The utility, which serves 15 million customers across London and the Thames Valley, will take
responsibility for around 4,000 pumping stations in October 2016, but needs to track down 1,800
currently off its radar.
New legislation means sewage pumping stations, which power wastewater away from properties
and out into the public sewer pipe network, currently owned and maintained by customers will
become legally owned and operated by the local water company.
The pumping stations are found in all shapes and sizes, and can be in places where there are a
number of properties needing to connect to the public sewer network. Customers will know they
have one as they’ll be paying to maintain and power them.
Jerry White, of Thames Water, said: “This is really good news for customers. We’d urge anyone
who thinks they may have one to get in touch so we can check they are eligible for the transfer of
ownership. In some cases, as well as electricity savings, maintaining and replacing pumps can
cost thousands of pounds so it’s an excellent deal for them.
We believe we know where approximately half of the stations we need to take over are, but really
need help to find the other 1,800. Please get in touch if you think this applies to you and we can
take on the responsibility forever.”
Anyone with a private pumping station can make Thames Water aware at
thameswater pumphunt.
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Kidmore End Pre-School
It’s been a time of change at
pre-school recently, not least
because just before the
summer holidays we saw the
departure of our Registrar and
Business Manager Caroline
Aldridge. Caroline has worked
tremendously hard on behalf
of the pre-school for an
amazing 9 years and we miss
her. She has been our
staunch supporter and we
wish her well for the future.
As the new ‘Caroline/Business
Manager/Registrar’ I know that
I have big shoes to fill, but am
confident that she has trained
me well.
July was also of course the
time to say goodbye to our
older children as they left us to
start their time at primary
school. The majority of our
leavers have moved up to
Kidmore End Primary. As a
mum of two small people
already at Kidmore End
Primary, I know that they are
all moving from one wonderful
family environment to another
and that they will thrive there.
As an ex-pre-school mum, I
know that the supportive fact
that 20 of your little friends will
be there when you start big
school is a positive and lovely
thing.

And so to our new term, and
new beginnings. We have
some new families to welcome
as the term begins, a new
team member in myself, and a
new committee made up of
some of our lovely parents.
We are always looking for new
committee members, not
necessarily with children still
at the pre-school. At the
moment we are in need of
someone who could act as our
Treasurer as our current one
is off to pastures new after two
years’ sterling service. If this
is something that you might be
interested in taking on – it’s
not a huge time commitment,
but it is a really important
contribution to the running of
the pre-school - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We
would welcome the support.
Our staff are already working
hard and we pass on our
congratulations to Jane
Robinson for her success in
achieving her Level 2 at
Henley College.
We have a busy autumn term
planned with our topic being
‘castles, dragons, kings and
princesses’. The children are
very excited and we have lots
of activities planned. We
continue to support the Little

Best wishes
Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

Lambs church group in St
John the Baptist every month.
On Friday 25 September we
will be holding our usual
Macmillan Coffee Morning in
the Parish Room. From 09001100, all are very welcome to
attend. On 30 September we
will be holding our AGM in the
Parish Room, a chance for
parents and all interested
parties to get together over
cheese and wine and to hear
reports on our 2014-2015
results, and our future plans.
Again, all are welcome.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. I do still
have a limited number of
spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please contact
me on 0118 9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible.
Please see our website at
Kidmore End Pre-school for
further information.
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Kidmore End Cricket Club
The 2015 Season was a case of what could have been, with both the 1st and 2nd XI
having a realistic chance of promotion for the majority of the League Season.
Unfortunately, both sides were unsuccessful in their respective divisions with the 2nd
XI only missing out on promotion by 3 points.
The 1st XI finished 3rd in Division 2A of the Thames Valley Cricket League with the Leading Run
Scorer being Joe Waldron who scored 606 Runs at an Average 35.65 and Abid Ul-Wahab being
the Leading Wicket Taker with 35 Wickets at an Average 11.95.
The 2nd XI finished 3rd in Division 7B with Tom Bodeker being the Leading Run Scorer who
scored 318 Runs at an Average of 45.43 and Ryan Latter being the Leading Wicket Taker with 46
Wickets at an average of 16.30.
The 3rd finished 5th in Division 9A, with the emphasis this season being placed upon the further
development of the Junior Cricketers into Senior Cricket. There were a number of pleasing
performances from the Junior Cricketers within the 3rd XI which show that the future of Kidmore
End Cricket Club is in good health.
The Sunday XI also placed the emphasis on ensuring the continued development of the Junior
Cricketers against more local opposition and, as in the 3rd XI, a number of Junior Cricketers
achieved great success without the more pressured nature of League Cricket on a Saturday.
Senior & Junior Indoor Nets will start in early 2016 and more details for these can be provided by
contacting David New on davidnew77@hotmail.co.uk.
David New

Consultation on Admission Arrangements
for Kidmore End CE School
The Governors of Kidmore End CE Primary School, a Voluntary Aided School, are consulting on
proposed changes to their admissions arrangements. The proposed changes would take effect
from the beginning of the academic year 2017.
The changes are to Criteria 2 and 3 of the admissions arrangements:
2. Children with a normal address within the agreed catchment area – the civil parishes of
Kidmore End and Mapledurham (see note 3) and with a sibling (see Note 4) on the roll of the
school at the time of application or whose parent has accepted an offer of a place at the
school and who is expected still to be in attendance at the time of entry to the school.
Parents may be asked to provide proof of address e.g. recent utility bill when they complete
their application.
3. Children with a normal address outside the catchment area with a sibling in the school at the
time of application and expected still to be on the school roll at the time of admission and
where the sibling entered the school between 1 September 2011 and 31 August 2016.
The aim of these changes is to ensure that the arrangements continue to be appropriate and that
they comply with all the relevant requirements, while at the same time maintaining consistency for
those parents whose children were admitted under the current admission arrangements. The full
admissions policy and details relating to the consultation are available on the schools website
http://moodle.kidmore-end.co.uk.
The consultation will run from 1st October 2015 to 1st December 2015. If you wish to comment on
the proposed changes please contact Mrs Sarah Rodda at the school address or by email to
office@kidmore-end.co.uk.
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Community First Responders
The Community First Responders (see article in Spring/Summer 2015
edition) are fundraising to purchase a 4x4 vehicle to enable us to
respond during winter weather and also to identify us to the general
public thus ensuring cooperation in hazardous situations.
We are looking to raise about £13,000 to purchase a car that would be
sign painted in ambulance livery. We have so far raised £7,000
towards our target.
If you are interested in making a donation or helping us with the fundraising please email me on
chris.brook@sonningcommonfirstresponders.co.uk or phone me on 0118 9242515.
Chris Brook
Kidmore End / Sonning Common Scheme Coordinator

Waste and Recycling News
There have been some incidences of fly-tipping, particularly down Hazelmore Lane. If you notice
anything amiss, please report any fly-tipping to www.southoxon.gov.uk/flytipping or call
03000610610 which will be charged at the local phone rate.
On the first Sunday in October (4th October, between 9 am and 11 am in the SODC car park in
Crowmarsh Gifford) there will be the ever popular compost give away. Bring your own bags, and
come and collect some black gold for your garden. There will be Master Composters on hand to
answer your gardening and composting questions, Love Food Hate Waste advisors to help you
reduce your food waste and save money, and the waste and recycling team will also be there to
answer any recycling queries or questions. Grab yourself some recycling goodies, compost bins
(£10 cash!) and replacement kitchen caddies, buckets and liners (all while stocks last).
Good news if you pay for a brown bin from SODC. They
will be collecting extra garden waste between 12-16
Rubbish Collections click
October, so you will be able to leave out additional garden here or scan the QR code
waste on your normal collection day (14 October) in a clear to see the latest information.
bag or a cardboard box with your brown bin. No trade or
industrial bags please, these will not be collected.

Parish Room for Hire
The Parish Room is available to hire for small groups, and makes an excellent venue for band or
choir practice, christenings and children’s parties. The Room is available most evenings, at the
weekends and during the day during school holidays.
Please contact Paula Beville to book the room on 0118 9722247.
Cost of hire is £18 per morning, per afternoon and per evening.
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Taking our responsibilities seriously at Kidmore
End CE (VA) Primary School
Another academic year has begun and school is again buzzing with learning and
purposeful play. We are particularly looking forward to the completion of our new building but in
the meantime Year Five are coping well with using the hall as a classroom and having our first
assemblies of the term in Church was a really lovely way to begin. Our new Foundation Stage are
settling into school well and enjoying playing with the older children in the playground, as well as
making the most of the good weather this week to learn outside as much as possible.
Each term we have a focus value, and this term it is
responsibility. This week in assemblies we have been
talking about children’s rights to a good education, and
their responsibility to make the most of it. We have
discussed how you can be a more active participant in
your own learning and how making a mistake in learning
can be a positive thing. We want all our children to feel
they are central in their own learning journey, not that it is
something done to them.
So, in lessons where different levels of challenge are
offered, we will be expecting children to make choices for
themselves. Both research and experience tell us that
they are often better at doing this, even from a young
age, than we might give them credit for!
Some classes have been electing Playground Buddies
and School Councillors this week. Our buddies play a
crucial role in the playground, helping people who feel a
little lost and lonely at playtimes and finding them a friend
to play with or an activity to try. They also work with Mrs
Maan on ensuring our school policies on issues such as
behaviour and the prevention of bullying are able to be
understood by children. I know Mrs Maan is looking forward to working with them to keep
improving playtimes and making sure that any problems are resolved quickly.
The School Council have an important responsibility at the very start of the year in choosing a
charitable cause to support in our Harvest Festival celebrations. Last year we focused mainly on
charities close to home, supporting over the year Diabetes UK, Action against Cancer and the
Millie’s Dream trust to enable a defibrillator to be installed on the outside wall of school. This year
we will focus more on our responsibilities to the global community of which we are a part, and I
hope School Council will have some ideas about how they would like to do this.
I spent yesterday at the Woodlands Outdoor Education Centre with our Year Six children who are
there for the week. This is such a valuable experience for the children and really cements the team
spirit they need for this final year of primary school. I saw plenty of examples of responsibility, from
the boys who ensured I had my lunch served to me, to children making sure they had the
equipment they needed at the right place and time, to superb teamwork and encouragement of
others. The group I was with were tackling the climbing wall and high ropes course, and at the end
of the day had a very clear understanding that in order to have a safe and successful climbing
experience everyone had to take their responsibility, whether it was their turn to climb or not. It
was a pleasure to see them in action, and I am thoroughly reassured that these Year Six children
will be able to lead the rest of the school in continuing to develop a responsible approach to
learning.
Linda Hull Headteacher
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Local Weather Report: Spring 2015
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

May

8.1

46

15.5

60

52

2.0

11

0.4 (14th)

June

8.9

48

20.1

68

27

1.0

10

0.4 (20th)

July

13.4

56

23.3

74

71

2.8

30

1.2 (24th)

August

12.8

55

19.9

68

76

3.0

13

0.5 (26th)

226

8.9

Rainfall - 4 months to end of August 2015

in

(day)

June and early July looked set to give us a warm and dry summer, but when most of the children
finished school the weather took a turn for the worse and stayed like that right through August,
picking up again when the schools restarted in September.
July average maximum temp was slightly cooler than last year. There were fewer days that were
really warm, only 1 day over 25C/77F this year compared with 12 last year.
August was particularly disappointing with cooler days and nights, most noticeable was the cloud
cover and lack of sunshine even on days that were warm. Most of the August rain fell in the last
week of the month – just in time for Reading Festival!
The longest dry spell was 18 days in early June, the only other dry period was 1 week at the end of
July/beginning of August. Again this year August Bank Holiday was a really wet day: although only
3.5mm of rain fell, it all fell during the day.

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to September 2015
Highest

Lowest

C

F (day)

May

4.4

June
July
August

Chris Brook

C

F (day)

40 (14th)

19.5

67 (11th)

6.4

43 (6th)

29.0

84 (30th)

7.2

45 (30th)

30.8

87 (1st)

12.8

55 (27th)

26.5

80 (22nd)
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Gardening
After a few hot weeks during early summer, the weather reverted to a rather cool and almost
sun-less summer. Some crops, like tomatoes, are not as sweet as they may have been, but other
crops have enjoyed these conditions, in particular beans and apples.
Lawns which went brown and dry at the start of summer are now a beautiful lush green,
and still growing strongly. Some time spent working on your lawn now will reap rewards next year.
An autumn weed and feed with moss killer, followed by scarification (removing the dead moss and
thatch either using a rake or a mechanical scarifier) will encourage strong growth to keep the lawn
fit over the winter months.
Autumn is a good time to think about ‘structure’ in your garden. This is a difficult concept
to express in words. Structure visually divides up the space in your garden, which in turn makes it
easier for your brain to determine whether the current view is aesthetically pleasing or not. I am
very lucky to have a mature garden with many ornamental trees and fruit trees which provide
excellent structure. Man-made additions include pergolas which have a variety of climbing plants
(clematis, roses and grape vines) trained over them, and also have the benefit of dividing the
garden up into 4 distinct areas. Structure allows the eye to be drawn to some parts of the garden,
to linger in other areas and enables the viewer to make sense of what is being seen. It is easy to
introduce structure to your garden by adding new shrubs which will grow into a statement plant in a
few years, or for instant structure use a stand-alone metal or wooden frame for climbing plants.
Good evergreen shrubs which provide structure include holly, yew, box, Christmas box
(Sarcococca), Choisya, Eleagnus, Lonicera nitida, and Euonymus. Shrubs may be left unpruned,
but yew, box and Lonicera can be easily pruned into shapes, including balls, columns and cones.
Holly will also accommodate simple shapes, but beware of the prickly leaves which can pierce the
thickest leather gauntlets. Such evergreen shapes are called topiary, and they really stand out in
the garden during the dreary winter months, providing much needed punctuation points in mostly
bare borders. Those who follow fashion in gardens know that topiary is much in vogue at the
moment. The repetition of form and pattern using topiary is very soothing. Try lining the edge of a
border with 3 box balls, or placing box cones on either side of a gate. These are simple ways to
introduce structure which are visually pleasing to the modern eye.
Deciduous shrubs also provide structure which changes with the seasons, from bare
branches in winter to leaf-cloaked crowns in summer. I like the corkscrew hazel (with curly
branches in the winter, and covered in twisted green leaves in the summer) and the purple-leaved
hazel which provides an amazing purple background for white lilies. Berberis is another good
shrub which has green, purple or lime-yellow leaves. Some of my favourites are dogwoods
(Cornus) which have red, green, orange or yellow bark to provide winter interest, and green, lime
or variegated leaves in the summer.
Shrubs deserve a place in gardens not only because they provide structure but also
because many shrubs have the most amazing flowers which can fill the garden with colour and
fragrance. Shrubs do not require much input, and will happily grow for years with very little in the
way of care. Have a look in your garden and see if your view can be improved by adding, or taking
away, a shrub or a branch, or moving a pot. Just by tinkering with the ‘structure’ in your garden,
you can alter the way that you view your garden.
Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a rate of
£10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or other classes and
a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for
further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Autumn/Winter
2015

Autumn/Winter

Parish Council Meetings:

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)

0800 555 111

Victim Support

01865 751511

SODC

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk

01235 520202

Open: -

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

21 October 2015

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

18 November 2015

Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

16 December 2015
21 January 2016
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session

Fix my Street
Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
Email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

SODC Councillors
Malcolm Leonard

0118 940 2299

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 575352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

07526 743091

Citizens Advice Bureau Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
Pre-booked appointments - every weekday
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

08444 111 444
10 am - 1 pm
10 am - 3 pm
10 am - 4 pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)

10 am - 11 am (Fridays)
10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to any member of the
editorial board.
The closing date for the next edition is
08 Jan 2016.

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

Bookings: Paula Beville

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com)

0118 972 3700 (Editor)

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Parish Council website
email:
Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

www.kepc.co.uk
webmaster@kepc.co.uk
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

