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Chairman's Report
Happy New Year to everyone and I hope you all had a wonderful
Christmas period. There has been considerable activity in local
councils, as with the government, particularly around budget cuts
and housing development.
Housing Development
The national policy relating to housing development is the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). There is a public consultation
on potential changes to this document ending on 22 February 2016,
the Parish Council will respond to this consultation.
The consultation document is available on the Gov.uk website.
One of the main planks of the policy was to introduce
Neighbourhood Development Plans, the theory being that local
communities would have the opportunity to plan where they wanted
new housing built, in order to fulfil the housing allocation that towns
and villages were given by the district councils Local Plan.
The South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) Local Plan was
ratified in 2012. Within the plan, towns and parishes were allocated
the number of houses they are expected to build up to 2031.
Towns and large villages were given housing allocations, whereas
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smaller villages were not given a housing allocation. Kidmore End Parish comprises 5 smaller
villages within the Local Plan and therefore received no allocation.
The Government then determined that more housing needed to be built and each district had to
undertake a Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA), together with an economic forecasting
report, to reassess the housing needs within the district. The SHMA report for Oxfordshire,
completed in 2014, concluded that up to 93,560 – 106,560 additional homes were needed across
Oxfordshire in the period 2011 – 2031. For South Oxfordshire this means an extra 3,600 homes.
SODC planning team then had to re-examine and consult on possible changes needed in the Local
Plan to include the increase in housing numbers required. This consultation was called the Issues
and Scope Consultation Report with the results being reported in February 2015.
Locally, Woodcote has completed a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). They were one of
the pioneer villages and received funding for their plan. Sonning Common have been writing and
consulting on their NDP for 3 years, but it has yet to be finalised. The Parish Council continues to
be consulted and to attend meetings relating to the Sonning Common NDP. Both Woodcote and
Sonning Common are regarded as larger villages in the Local Plan. Goring, also a larger village,
has just agreed to start the (NDP) process.
Annually, there is a Town and Parish Council Forum held by SODC. In November 2015, at the
meeting, there was a focus on Neighbourhood Development Plans and the District Council was
encouraging every Parish Council to complete an NDP. I attended this forum.
Kidmore End Parish Council has monitored and debated the need for an NDP and attended all the
meetings held by SODC. We have voted on two occasions and decided not to undertake an NDP
for the time being, for the following reasons;


The Parish, as a small village, does not have a housing allocation.



Most residents of the Parish are believed to be opposed to larger scale developments, or the
development of “green field” sites.



The bulk of the Parish is within the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.



There is an infrastructure deficit, albeit varying, in all 5 settlements in the Parish e.g. in terms
of mains sewerage, piped gas supplies, SuperFast Broadband, public transport and shopping
facilities.



There has been a steady stream of additional housing units approved in the Parish, although
these have been treated as “windfalls”.



The housing needs surveys undertaken on behalf of the Council have resulted in 6 units of
affordable housing being completed in the Parish in 2015.



A site which had been in the Parish until the boundary adjustment in 2014 has been identified
for housing in the draft Sonning Common NDP.



The cost of producing an NDP is widely reported to be high, in a period when public
expenditure is being significantly reduced.



The Parish Council does not itself have the resources, in terms of personnel, to deliver a plan
or plans.



There is no certainty that residents with the necessary expertise would volunteer to drive an
NDP.



There is some funding for developing an NDP, £5k from SODC and £8k from central
government, however the average cost appears to be between £16 - £20k, so there is a
considerable shortfall of monies that would need to be raised by the local Parish Council.
Continued on page 3
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We continue to monitor the situation locally and will attend all meetings relating to this issue and be
involved in any consultation in the coming year. SODC has recently distributed a
Neighbourhood Development Tool-kit, which has been sent to all councillors.
The subject of neighbourhood development plans may be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting
due to be held in March.
Parish Council Budget and Precept
The Parish Council has set and agreed its budget for 2016-2017. The Parish Council has also set
its precept for 2016. The Parish Council, for the first time in 2 years, has decided to increase the
precept by 2%. This will increase the amount paid per band D household for parish purposes from
£52.00 to £53.04 per year – less than 9p per month. We have not made this decision lightly, but
decided to be prudent due to the increase in local responsibilities to deliver public services from
the County and District Councils. We are trying to be financially prepared and able to act when
required. Since County Councils and District Councils have had budget cuts, there is a move to
push more responsibilities on to Town and Parish Councils. Oxfordshire County Council is
promoting Oxfordshire Together [Page 15] which is discussed later in the newsletter. As a link to
this there are three spaces on the Parish Council if anyone is interested in getting further involved
with their local community.
Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
The Parish Council has agreed to apply to Natural England to extend the Chilterns Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) that covers most of the Parish to the area between and
beyond Tokers Green and the boundary with Reading. We would like to hear your views on this
issue. There will be a map available online on the Parish Council website outlining the area and
the map will also be available on the noticeboards and in Sonning Common Library. If you are
unable to access the map please contact me either via email or phone. You can give your views
online or by post to the Clerk to the Council, the address for Mr Penfold is available at the end of
the newsletter.
Play Area at Gallowstree Common
The funds for the play area at Gallowstree Common were raised over 20 years ago by parishioners
and the equipment has served the local children and young people well. However, the large piece
of equipment is coming to the end of its life. The Parish Council is looking to replace the
equipment with a new exciting and interesting piece of kit. We are also looking to change all the
bark under the play equipment to a more financially sustainable and just as safe product. We will
be raising this money from grants with £5k from Council funds. We have had four quotes to date
and are closely liaising with local children via the school council at Kidmore End School.
On a sadder note, for the first time in more than 20 years there has been vandalism in Kidmore
End at the play area: hopefully this will be a first and last incident.
Public Transport
Oxfordshire County Council will cease funding the M1 bus service which is the only public
transport that travels via Kidmore End in the summer of 2016. The Parish Council was unhappy
with this decision and has reported this to the County Council. We have had discussions with
FISH in Sonning Common, who run a number of trips to various locations, with a view to transport
in the Parish following the demise of the M1. The Parish Council would like to know your views on
what public transport is required for residents within the Parish. Please send your views via the
website or by post to the Clerk to the Council. The Council will then have further discussions with
FISH as to what is sustainable and reasonable. The current timetable for FISH journeys are
Continued on page 5
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The Parish Church
Easter is early this year (27 March), but we start to prepare for it in
February with the arrival of Lent on Ash Wednesday (10 February).
On that day there will be a service at 8pm, in Christ the King
Church, Sonning Common - a Eucharist, with the imposition of
ashes. Ash Wednesday is so called because of the ancient custom of sprinkling ashes on the
heads of public penitents, who were required to commence their penance on this day. In more
recent times, the practice was replaced by a general penance by a congregation, symbolised by
the imposition of ash (a cross) on the foreheads of clergy and people.
Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday 4 March. Look out for details of a local service.
On Mothering Sunday, 6 March, we hope to see a good number of families (including Dads!) at our
11am service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children for their
mothers. This service will be led by Rev Cooper and finishes in time to take Mum out to lunch or
to visit Grandma! Everybody welcome.
Easter Dates
Sun 10 February 8.00pm

Ash Wednesday service, Christ the King.

Sun 06 March

11.00am

Mothering Sunday Service, St John’s

Sun 20 March

10.45am

Palm Sunday service, School/St John’s

Thu 24 March

8.00pm

Maundy Thursday, Last supper, St John’s

Good Friday
(25 March)

10.00am
2.00pm
10.30am

Procession of Witness—Christ the King
Service of meditation
Family Eucharist with Carols, St John

Easter Sunday
(27 March)

9.30am
11.00am

Eucharist at Christ the King
Sung Eucharist at St John’s

Palm Sunday is
on 20 March and
as usual the
service will begin
in the school at
10.45am, with the
distribution of
palm crosses,
after which we will
process to St
John’s for the 11
am service led by
Rev Shenton.

On Maundy
Thursday, 24
March, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper, 8pm at St John’s, led by Rev. Cooper.
Good Friday is March 25, the day of the Crucifixion. All are welcome, young or old, to join the
ecumenical Procession of Witness which starts from Christ the King car park in Sonning Common
at 10am. There could be hot cross buns and coffee afterwards! In the afternoon we have our
Good Friday Service of Meditation with music at St John’s at 2pm, for an hour.
Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian
church - and the day when all Christians attend church, don’t they?
The arrangements for Easter Day, 27 March, are :9.30am Eucharist at Christ the King
11.00am Sung Eucharist at St John’s led by Rev Cooper
Everybody welcome, we expect full churches.
Readers seeking more information about church matters are reminded that our website is
www.lambandflag.org
Our clergy and members wish all readers a Happy Easter
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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available on the website and in the FISH newsletter. Oxfordshire County Council have also just
arranged a meeting between parishes and commercial bus companies which I will attend.
Carol Singing
On December 21 last, a number of parishioners joined in with Carol Singing accompanied by
clarinet and flute at the New Inn. I would like to thank Dora and her team at the pub for hosting the
singing and to everyone who came along, it was very festive and good fun. At the end of the
evening £75 had been raised, and has been sent to the Motor Neurone Association.
Other information
Kidmore End village has been identified, due to the high numbers of older people and the lack of
organised physical activity, as somewhere to be involved with ‘Get Active’. Debbie Page has
written a report on this later in the newsletter [page 6].
A member of the Parish Council has been attending the Townlands Steering Group Committee
meetings. The meetings continue and the latest news is in the Henley Standard. Negotiations
between the Steering Group and the Clinical Commissioning Group continue and there is further
information about this in the newsletter [page 6].
The Parish Council continues to meet on the penultimate Wednesday each month, except August,
at 8 pm in the Parish Room in Kidmore End. You are very welcome to attend and ask questions in
the open session. If anyone is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor and would like further
information please contact myself or any councillor, most easily done via the website.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council
Website references
Consultation Document:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/488276/151207_Consultation_document.p
df
Neighbourhood Development Tool-kit
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhoodplans/neighbourhood-planning
Issues and Scope Consultation Report
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2015%2002%2005%20LP2031%20Issues%20and%20Scope%20Consult
ation%20Report%20COMBINED.pdf

Public Consultation
There will be a Public Consultation between 2 and 4.30 pm on Sunday 28 February at the Jubilee
Pavilion, Gallowstree Common, where the new plans for the Play Area at Gallowstree Common
will be on show. Everyone is invited to come along to see these plans, so please put the date in
your diary now. We particularly welcome the views of young people in the Parish, so please come
along and have a look at what is planned in your Play Area.
In addition, there will be other documents on show, including the proposed changes to the Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty boundary, which currently includes some, but not all, of our Parish.
There are many changes affecting our Parish in 2016 which have resulted from cost cutting
measures by SODC and OCC. Parish Councillors will be on hand to answer any questions that
you may have on the different topics raised in this newsletter, including Oxfordshire Together and
the M1 bus service. Your opinions and views are important to us, so please drop in any time
between 2 and 4.30 pm on Sunday 28 February.
Caroline Aldridge
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Go Active Gold Project
Promoting physical activity for the over 60’s
I have been aware of the South Oxfordshire Go Active Team for about a year.
Amongst other things, they run a website where sports and physical activities are listed
for the South Oxfordshire area. As a T’ai Chi Instructor, my class in Sonning Common
is listed on their website http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/.
Last spring the Local Go Active Co-ordinator, Hendriette Knouwds, introduced me to the Age UK
team and their project Generation Games, who have been helping sports coaches set up activities
and classes in villages in the area. They asked me to run a T’ai Chi class in Stoke Row and
helped by advertising the new class and funding the venue for the first 10 weeks. The class
started in April and continues now every Thursday with on average 6 people in attendance. The
Go Active Team also ran an initiative last summer called Love Parks; they funded free classes
across the area using local parks as venues. I ran two sets of classes – one in Sonning Common
and the other in Woodcote. The classes were at the mercy of the British summer, but we had
some fun practising outside in both sunshine and rain.
Now SODC in conjunction with Vale of White Horse council has been awarded just over £227,000
over 3 years from the Sport England Lottery Fund to promote more active lifestyles for the over
60s in rural parishes. The aims are to improve physical and mental wellbeing, develop an ongoing physical activity programme and encourage stronger community spirit by reducing loneliness
and social isolation through participation in the activity programme. Kidmore End is to be one of
the 60 or so targeted parishes as it has a population of between 500 - 3000 with more than 100
residents over 60. The project was launched on 1 December and further updates will
be available in the New Year. More information is available on
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/gold
Debbie Page

0118 972 2812

Townlands Hospital Update 8 January 2016
Earlier completion for Townlands Hospital, say developers!
I can now confirm that patients could be treated in the new Townlands Hospital sooner than
forecast after an earlier completion date was announced this week. Developers Amber
Infrastructure have informed NHS Property Services that the contractor building the hospital, Vinci
Construction, expects to hand it over to the NHS during the week commencing February 1, 2016.
Healthcare services need to be moved out of the old Townlands building four weeks after practical
completion. Throughout the transition to the new building Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust
and Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trusts will continue to provide services with minimal
disruption.
In the meantime, services at Henley will continue to be provided as usual from the existing
Townlands hospital building and patients should keep their appointments. I would like to remind
patients that services will continue to be provided, including: minor injuries every day from 9am to
8pm; out-of-hours services; outpatient clinics and community nursing.
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust will continue to provide inpatient facilities at Wallingford
Hospital with support at home delivered through its community teams, until such a time that the
beds are open at the Orders of St John Care Trust care home, which is anticipated to be
completed by summer 2016.
Continued on page 7
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Kidmore End Cricket Club Juniors 2016
The Junior section of Kidmore End CC will be starting winter nets at Shiplake College between
4.15 and 6.45pm on Saturday 30 January and running until 16 April. Performance Cricket led by
Chris Ellison, who is Berkshire’s only ECB Level 4 qualified coach, will be running the sessions
with the club coaches.
Summer training starts at our picturesque Gallowstree Common ground the week beginning
Monday 18 April and, new for this year, will run until mid-August. League matches take place
through the months of May to July and are held mainly on Sundays with some mid-week games.
Performance Cricket will be leading the sessions with KECC support. All of KECC coaches are at
least ECB level 2 qualified and the club is a proud holder of the prestigious ‘ClubMark’
accreditation, essential for the safety and protection of all children.
We are pleased to say that Edward Handley from the U12’s has been selected for the Berkshire
County Development Training Programme which takes place over weekends in January with a
view, if selected, to being part of the County Development squad over the summer.
Continuing on from our very successful first year, we will be running our Sunday morning Little
Crickets sessions for boys and girls between the ages of 4 and 6. These sessions are run by the
expert staff from Performance Cricket with fun and learning the basics being the key focus.
We have a full social calendar planned giving children, parents and local residents the chance to
get to know each other in the relaxed atmosphere and beautiful surroundings of Gallowstree
Common. Events include Parents v Kids with BBQ, Quiz Night, Flood Lit T20 Kidmore’s Big Bash
and end of season awards night.
New players are always very welcome especially in the U10’s and U11’s age group, school years
5 and 6, and we are especially keen to continue the expansion of our Girls section in all age
groups. For details of joining a friendly, family orientated club and information of our
nets and training sessions please email Nick Holroyd, our Head of Junior cricket at
nickholroyd@live.co.uk or take a look at the website www.kidmoreendcc.co.uk
Nick Holroyd

Townlands Hospital

from page 6

We are pleased developers have brought forward their schedule, indicating patients will benefit
from the new facility earlier than forecast. NHS Property services have assured us that they will
continue working with our NHS partners in advance of the transition from the old building to the
new one. The next meeting of the Townlands Stakeholder Reference Group will be on Tuesday
26 January 2016, the minutes from the last meeting are available on the Oxfordshire Clinical
Commissioning Group website. Further information about the developments at Townlands
Hospital can be found on our website.
David Smith Chief Executive of the Clinical Commissioning Group
Website Reference
Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group
http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/about-us/workprogrammes/townlands-hospital-consultation/stakeholder-reference-group

Townlands Hospital
http://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/about-us/work-programmes/townlands-hospitalconsultation/governance-and-hosc/
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KESA Christmas Fair
Last November, Kidmore End School Association (KESA) and St John the Baptist Church held
their annual joint
Christmas Fair on 21
November 2015 at
Kidmore End Primary
School. It was very
interesting to learn
from Bev Allen that
she used to organise
the same fair, more
than 20 years ago, to
help raise money for
our local school and
church. The event has
grown every year
since its beginnings
and is now a joint
effort from KESA and
people from the
church.
In our last fair, we had
all the usual stalls,
Toy stall
more than 25 of them,
including a fantastic Santa's Grotto, the popular 'made in Kidmore End' stall, a warm and
welcoming bar and restaurant area with beer, mulled wine, mince pies, a yummy chilli and a lovely
homemade soup served by parents and helpers in a festive mood.
According to tradition, we had a Whisky tree stall, the usual 100 square game, a toy tombola, a
children's hamper and a fantastic adult hamper to win, lucky parcels and a book stall next to where
tea and coffee was served
around tables where our
visitors sat and enjoyed a
chat.
More recently, some arts
and crafts have been
added, like the very popular
'decorate your gingerbread
man’. At the last fair, we
introduced pony rides
outside which was popular
given the mild and sunny
weather. We also tried a
trail at the entrance to
provide some entertainment
for children while they were
waiting for their parents.
The team of helpers from
our parish worked as hard
Continued on page 9

Raffle prize
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as us parents from the school, in a collaboration that went very smoothly. Parents, children,
grandparents, friends and neighbours came to support the event and we were very pleased to
welcome lots of customers happily eating, drinking, visiting Santa, buying presents and sweets. It
was a friendly and warm atmosphere and we considered the fair to be a great success. It raised a
phenomenal £4,870 for our school and parish. Part of these funds will help to buy new furniture
for a modern and inviting library at the school and other essential equipment.
Organising the fair was a very interesting and enriching experience for all of us, bringing the
community together once again. We hope that the magic of Christmas will strike again next time
and hope to see you all at our event. We also wish you all the best for 2016.
Kind regards from KESA
Sonia Matthews (Chair of KESA)

Sweet Tombola
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Play Area News
I am sure that many of you
were saddened to learn that
the Kidmore End Play Area
was subjected to vandalism in
November 2015. On Saturday
7 November, the beautifully
painted Playhouse was
obscenely decorated using a
can of black spray paint, and
the slide and further play
equipment were similarly
defaced. The Police were
contacted, and carried out
house to house enquiries. In
addition, a spray paint can and
drinks can were collected and
sent for fingerprint and DNA
analysis. The results of these
tests will be kept on record.
As a result of the damage, Sue
Biggs and Caroline Aldridge
repainted the Playhouse on
9 November. Sue covered up
the graffiti-damaged play
equipment on 14 November,
then Sue and Caroline
scrubbed the equipment clean
in the rain on 17 November.
This vandalism was very
disheartening to us for many
reasons. For a start, local
children, including Reece
Pearson, Isla NewmanPearson and Neve and Tess
Coward, asked permission to
paint the Playhouse over the
summer holidays, and they
spent several weekends
sanding the building down, and
applying the paint. They did an
amazing job, and the
Playhouse looked absolutely
wonderful. These children
were very upset that all their
hard work was butchered in
such an offensive way. In
addition, we are in the process
of trying to raise money to

replace the large wooden
platform at the Play Area at
Gallowstree Common, and as
part of this fund-raising
process we want to upgrade
the bark pits at both Play
Areas to a new safety surface
which, although expensive,
will look good and require less
maintenance. We need to
raise quite a lot of money to
do this, which takes time and
determination. Having had
both Play Areas vandalised in
2015 (please see the Parish
Council minutes of the 23
September to see what
happened at Gallowstree
Common Play Area on August
28), it is very disheartening
that efforts that benefit the
whole Parish seem to be
unappreciated by some local
people.
Before we do any work
replacing the platform at
Gallowstree Common, we
need young people to tell us
what type of play equipment
they want to see in its place.
The platform was very exciting
when new, but over the years,
parts have been removed to
prevent accidents. It would be
amazing to get something new
in its place which will enable
exciting and imaginative play.
We need the help of local
young people; without their
input, we are unable to
proceed with any grant
applications. Not only are
young people the ones who
use the Play Areas, but such
areas are more likely to be
used and looked after when
those who use them have
ownership and have been

Thank you, Caroline Aldridge and Sue Biggs

involved with
the decision
making
processes. We would like to
thank Mrs Hull, who has
invited us to consult with
young people attending
Kidmore End Primary School
not once, but twice. With their
help, plans submitted by
Playdale, Wicksteed (who put
the latest play equipment in at
both play areas), Sutcliffe and
Sovereign, have been
studiously perused. After
much discussion, the favoured
plans have been identified.
Unfortunately, the front
runners are all the most
expensive options (in excess
of £46,000), but they do
provide much in the way of
play value, and we do
understand why the young
people involved prefer these
options! It just means that we
have to try to raise more
money. Please come and
view these plans in February
at the public consultation
[page 5].
If you feel that you would like
to donate money to go
towards the Play Area project,
or if you would like to see the
plans, or to be involved with
any fund-raising, please e-mail
me at
caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com.

We may undertake some of
the donkey work ourselves,
just to keep costs down (this
will involve emptying bark pits
and removing the wooden
platform at Gallowstree
Common), so if you think that
you may be able to help,
please let me know.
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FISH Volunteer Centre
‘Springhill’ Kennylands Road Sonning Common

Oxfordshire RG4 9JT
Registered Charity No. :286318
Telephone: 0118 9723986
Email: office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk
The Fish Volunteer Centre has an office in Sonning Common which is staffed by volunteers and is
open two hours each weekday. Our mandate is to support and transport those in need in our
community. We carry out about 1000 trips a year to hospitals, doctors, clinics and other essential
journeys for the elderly, infirm and disabled. Our 16 seat mini bus with disabled access and wheel
chair lift is ‘on the road’ each weekday and some weekends. Trips to supermarkets and other
shopping trips, all kinds of leisure outings and mystery tea tours are just some of the 10,000 miles
a year that the bus does.
FISH run a party in the village hall once a month and between 60 and 70 people attend, 20 of
them require transport, entertainment is provided and they really enjoy it. Our next project is to set
up a small team of volunteers to visit the housebound on a ‘friends basis’. We are also setting up
a ‘drop in facility’ at the office now that we have the room so that local folk can pop in for a chat
and a cup of tea.
We now have a newsletter twice a year to keep the community informed of our activities and it is a
good way to try and attract new volunteers. Although based in Sonning Common we cover the
same area as the health centre which includes five surrounding villages. In total we have about 70
volunteers but are always looking for more!
All this takes a great deal of financing and fund raising is always at the top of the agenda.
There is some info on our website which is about to be updated.
Fred Nickson Chairman F V C
chairman@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk

www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk

Parish Room for Hire
The Parish Room is available to hire for small groups, and makes an excellent venue for band or
choir practice, christenings and children’s parties. The Room is available most evenings, at the
weekends and during the day during school holidays.
Please contact Paula Beville to book the room on 0118 9722247.
Cost of hire is £18 per morning, per afternoon and per evening.

P AGE 1 2
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
Building a new beginning at Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
Those of you who have been involved with Kidmore End Primary School over the years will know
that we like to make best use of every inch of space in the building. Last year, this meant
squeezing as much cooking equipment into our tiny kitchen as possible, in order to accommodate

universal free school meals for infant children. The year before, it meant resurfacing and adding a
shade canopy to the Foundation Stage outdoor learning area, to ensure that there could be a true
free-flow approach to learning.
This New Year sees us finally reach a goal which, in various forms, has been a focus for staff and
governors for many years. On 29 January we will welcome the Bishop of Dorchester, Rt Revd
Colin Fletcher OBE, to open our new classroom block. This replaces the Devon Lady, which
arrived in 1969 for ‘a couple of years’, and which former pupils remember with varying degrees of
fondness.
The block is now in full operational use, with Years Five and Six happily installed. The building was
only handed over to us at the end of November, at which point the real work began with our
facilities staff working evenings and weekends to put up shelves, install interactive whiteboards and
move furniture across from the main building. The teaching teams also gave up weekends to put
up displays, clean sinks and unpack boxes, so that Year Five could move out of the Hall and into
the classroom for the beginning of December, and Year Six could move in for the start of the new
term.
I cannot thank those staff members enough, particularly for their forbearance while the project ran
rather behind schedule. There are still some aspects to complete, such as the landscaping around
the building. Never happy to rest on our laurels, the next stage will be the refurbishment of the
continued on page 13

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

P AGE 1 3

Walk With Me
Calling all walkers or would-be walkers.
Do you fancy a fundraising CHALLENGE IN 2016?
If so, come and join us for WalkWithMe 2016, a fundraising
26 mile ‘marathon’ walk being held on Sunday 22nd May 2016.
We start and finish in the beautiful grounds of Moulsford School,
Moulsford-on-Thames.

The route winds through some stunning South Oxfordshire
countryside, including the banks of the River Thames and a
section of the historic Ridgeway. And you can take part for a
suggested donation of £45. Following the staggering
fundraising efforts of our walkers who raised £50,000 in 2015, for the 2016 event we are once
again donating to Action Against Cancer, a charity that supports pioneering cancer treatments and
therapies which aim to make cancer a disease we die with and not from. Our web site and
registration process will be launched in early 2016, but in the meantime if you would like any more
information please contact team@walkwithme2016.com.
Come on, let's GET TOGETHER, GET FIT, MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
www.walkwithme2016.com and www.aacancer.org

Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School

from page 12

former Year Six classroom into a learning zone including library and space for cookery lessons, as
well as an extension to our cramped front office.
For now, though, it is time to celebrate and give thanks, not only to all those who have given their
time and energy over a long period of time to secure funding and to enable this building project to
happen, but for the fact that we live in a part of the world where free education can take place in a
high quality environment, in such a supportive community. The process of securing this new
building began long before I took up post here at school, and I hope the positive benefits of it are
felt long after the time comes for me to move on.
Linda Hull

Headteacher
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Having finished off our last
day of term before Christmas
learning circus skills with
Mr Oojamaflip (the entertainer
laid on by our Committee at
the Christmas party) and
welcoming our special visitor,
Father Christmas, the
Christmas break was very
welcome, not least for the
Staff at pre-school! It’s been a
busy few months at Kidmore
End Pre-School. We’ve
welcomed new families, new
staff members and new
Committee members; and
we’ve had two full and exciting
terms exploring our current
topic of ‘Castles, Kings,
Dragons and Princesses’.
Our new families have settled
in nicely. We have three new
starters this January and so
far their transitions into preschool life seem to be smooth
and everyone is happy. In
addition to myself, we were
pleased to welcome two other
new members of staff; Harriet
Barber, a Level 3 qualified
assistant and Sarah Watts,
our One-To-One Support
Worker, both of whom are
getting along well.
We had a busy Autumn and
Winter term with our topic
‘Castles, Dragons, Kings and
Princesses’. The children
were very excited and we had
so many themed activities
planned that we have decided
to continue with the topic into
the New Year.
We’ve been out and about on
a couple of trips since I last
wrote. Firstly, we went on a

trip to a workshop with a
popular children’s author at
the Henley Festival. The
children thoroughly enjoyed
the experience and it is
something we would definitely
look to repeat. Our second
trip was our annual visit to the
pantomime in December. We
went again to Norden Farm
Theatre in Maidenhead to see
‘One Snowy Night’ which was
totally enchanting. Most of our
families were able to attend
and the performance was
enjoyed by all.
We continue to support the
Little Lambs church group in
St John the Baptist every
month and the children enjoy
the experience. Our Nativity
in the church in December
was very well received by our
parents. It was charming.
The children looked lovely in
their costumes and had
worked hard to learn all the
words to the songs, and their
tiny voices managed to fill the
church. Truly magical. Our
teachers had worked very
hard rehearsing the children.
We would also like to thank
the Rev Susan Cooper for her
kind words and assistance on
the day.
On Friday 25 September we
held our usual Macmillan
Coffee Morning in the Parish
Room which was very well
supported – we thank those
who attended and helped to
make this a success. At
Christmas time we also took
part in Operation Christmas
Child and put together

Best wishes
Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

Christmas shoe boxes full of
toys, toiletries and other items
to be passed onto children
less fortunate than ourselves.
We welcome this January two
new Chairs to our Committee.
We pass our thanks to Clare
Scott, the outgoing Chair, and
welcome Liz Bland and
Kayleigh Rixon who are taking
on the shared responsibility.
We are always looking for new
committee members, not
necessarily with children still
at the pre-school. If this is
something that you might be
interested in taking on - it’s not
a huge time commitment but it
is a really important
contribution to the running of
the pre-school - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We
would welcome the support.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. I do still
have a limited number of
spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please contact
me on 0118 9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible. Please see our
website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further information.
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Oxfordshire Together
Coping with cuts to the OCC budget - your parish needs you!
On 21 September 2015 I
attended a meeting presented
by Oxfordshire County Council
(OCC) outlining how they
propose to make savings of
£88 million, with an additional
£50 million in savings by 2020.
The Leader of the Council, Ian
Hudspeth, explained that
budgetary considerations will
reduce the services that OCC
provide, so if communities
want to maintain local services
then they will have to provide,
and eventually completely
fund, these services. I am
sure that many of you have
noticed a reduction in services
in the Parish, with the mobile
library service only visiting
Tokers Green and the M1 bus
service no longer receiving
funding from June 2016.
During 2015 OCC had funding
for 2 grass cuts on the Parish
highways. I am sure that many
of you noticed how high the
grass managed to grow after
the wet spring and summer
and how severely visibility was
reduced for road users,
particularly at the Wood
Lane/Horsepond Road
junction. It was the actions of
your Parish Council that
persuaded OCC that an
additional cut was required,
meaning that the Parish had 3
grass cuts in 2015. In 2016, if
your Parish Council does
nothing, there will be only 1
grass cut of the highways in
the Parish.
Your Parish Council has been
very vocal in discussing ways
in which we can keep our
Parish safe for all our
Caroline Aldridge

parishioners and for other road
users. If we, as a community,
want to keep our streets clean,
have the grass cut in areas
which Highways used to
control, have control over
public transport, and ensure
that the local community is
kept neat and tidy, then our
only option is for the
community to work out a way
to make this happen. OCC
will help to train people so that
they work in a safe way on
highways, will help with
service level agreements,
communication, and ensuring
that all parties take out the
appropriate public liability
insurance. Your Parish
Councillors are all volunteers
and receive no monetary
benefit from volunteering their
time. To maintain our Parish
in the state that we all expect,
then your Parish Councillors
will be donating more of their
time to ensure that this
happens. We have 3 spaces
on the Parish Council which
are not filled at the moment
and we urgently need your
help. If you feel that you could
donate some of your time
please let Mr Roger Penfold
know (contact details on last
page of the newsletter).
OCC still has a statutory duty
to provide highway services,
but the service will not be up
to the current standard, and
will be as little as they can get
away with (their words). There
is no money for local bus
services. Your Parish Council
is not prepared to lose this
vital service and is currently in

discussion with FISH in
Sonning Common to sound
out options. Your Parish
Council will be conducting a
survey to see if a shuttle bus
service, run by FISH, to the
bus stop in Sonning Common,
will be of benefit for all those in
the community who rely on
public transport.
Of course, an increase in the
services that the Parish
Council will provide for the
community will result in an
increase in the funding that the
Parish Council needs. Your
Parish Council finds itself in
the unenviable position of
having to increase the precept
just to ensure that the status
quo in the Parish is
maintained.
On 17 December 2015, the
Parish Council received news
that the grant funding for OCC
from central Government is
worse than expected. OCC
had been preparing for £50m
of savings from 2016 to 2018,
but after the grant funding
figures provided by central
Government, the final savings
will have to be in the region of
£70m over the next four years.
This means that more savings
will have to be found, putting
more pressure on Parish
Councils to take on services
that OCC used to provide.
More information
about Oxfordshire
Together can be
found on the
Oxfordshire
Council website.
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/next-steps

P AGE 1 6

I SSUE N O . 122

What bin do I use?
My parents were children during the Second World War, and I was brought up to reuse everything
until the item was completely worn out. This old-fashioned attitude to waste has undergone a
revolution in recent years, and now we are all expected to recycle as much of our rubbish as
possible. Thanks to the hard work of all of us here in South Oxfordshire, for the second year
running, SODC is one of the highest performing refuse collection authorities in the country in terms
of recycling waste. However, there have been many changes in what can be recycled since we
received our instructions and wheelie bins all those years ago. So here is a brief update on what
can be put in the bins and what items can be taken to a recycling centre. It is really important to
uphold our part of the recycling partnership. When ‘contaminants’ get into a green bin, the whole
Biffa lorry load can no longer be sent to the recycling centre. This is extremely wasteful in terms of
resources including time and money! Examples of ‘contaminants’ include items such as Pringle
crisp tubes, and used disposable nappies. One would have thought that it should be possible to
recycle the first item (see below for why this is impossible at the moment), but placing used
nappies in the recycling bin does seem peculiar. For the record, used Pringle tubes make excellent
air-tight receptacles for biscuit packets, including Digestives and Rich Tea biscuits!

The following items go into the GREEN BIN:
All paper and cardboard:
 books - only if not suitable for taking to a







charity shop
catalogues
phone directories (incl the Yellow Pages)
cereal boxes
corrugated cardboard
envelopes (incl envelopes with windows)
greeting cards









junk mail
magazines
newspapers
shredded paper (loose)
tissue boxes
toilet roll tubes
writing paper







ice cream tubs
margarine tubs
plastic milk cartons and bottles
shampoo bottles
Yoghurt pots

Plastic (except film, bubble wrap, shrinkwrap):






plastic or carrier bags (except black bags)
detergent bottles
drinks bottles (and tops, but separated)
food and drink cartons (soup or juice)
food trays

When possible, please remove the tops and squash the bottle to make more space in your bin.
Metal
 aerosols
 clean foil
 food tins

 steel and aluminium food and drink cans

(please wash and squash)
 metal lids (bottle and jar lids)

Glass
Mixed glass bottles and jars, but not window panes, glass cookware/pyrex, glasses, broken
glasses or fluorescent/energy saving light bulbs. Old fashioned filament light bulbs go in the Green
Bin. Other glass items have to be taken to the Recycling Centre.

Continued on page 17
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What bin do I use? from page 16
It is a good idea to wash food contaminants from your recycling just to reduce smells emanating
from your bin.
Additional services on GREEN BIN day.
Used batteries (in a plastic bag placed on bin lid), and worn out clothes, bedsheets, duvet covers,
curtains, which are not good enough to send to the Charity Shops, are collected on GREEN BIN
day. Please place the textiles in a plastic bag next to your bin.

What can't be recycled at the kerbside:
Some types of plastic, card, glass and metal cannot be put in the GREEN BIN, but a
quick look on the SODC website will let you know where these items can be recycled.
Just log in to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/recycling-z#L

The following should NOT go in the GREEN BIN:

















Video/tape cassettes or their cases
CDs, DVDs and cases
garden pots/flower pots
plastic or metal hangers
plastic toys
plastic trims, frames, and mouldings
plastic film/shrink wrap/bubble wrap
polystyrene packing or beads
plastic cables/ties/strapping/binding
foil-backed card (eg Pringles tubes)
card with bubble pack attached
card with padding
mirrors
plate glass (windows)
ornaments
car windows

















paint tins
machine or engine parts
utensils, tools or saucepans
wire/cable
cushions and mattresses
ropes and belts
carpet and underlay
corks
kitchen or food waste
green or garden waste
wood and MDF
ceramics and crockery
soil and rubble
nappies
dead animals

 hazardous and clinical waste multi-material items – e.g. Pringles tubes, cat food pouches, crisp

packets, sweet and confectionary wrappers, tooth brushes, squeezy toothpaste tubes
 plastic wrappings/salad bags/cereal and biscuit wrappers

A trip to our nearest Recycling Centre, Oakley Recycling Centre, is the destination for plastic plant
pots, light bulbs, green garden waste, old furniture, builders’ rubble and mattresses etc. Just check
the SODC website for more details.
One recycling service that happens on GREY BIN day!
You can now recycle small electrical items, including broken toasters, kettles, irons, hairdryers,
drills, radios, small electronic toys, telephones, power tools, hair straighteners, shavers, clocks and
alarms, but not large electrical items including televisions, microwaves, ovens, fridges, washing
machines, etc. Please put the small electrical item in a plastic bag next to the GREY BIN. Just
phone SODC to arrange collection of your larger electrical items (for a fee).
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Local Weather Report: Autumn/Winter 2015/16
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall

Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

September

9.1

48

16.8

62

43

1.7

15

0.6 (16th)

October

9.0

48

14.1

57

55

2.2

17

0.7 (5th)

November

8.1

46

12.5

54

30

1.2

8

0.3 (6th)

December

8.0

46

12.8

55

70

2.8

15

0.6 (30th)

198

7.8

Rainfall - 4 months to end of December 2015

November and December have been much milder than the last few years. The night of 9
November was the warmest on Met Office records with Co Down recording 16.1C/61F, our
temperature that night was 13.6C/56F. UK records were also set for the warmest day in
November with West Wales recording 22.3C/72F on November 1 - we were however struggling
under thick fog that day and only recorded 11.4C/53F. The December average minimum and
maximum temperatures were 5C/9F warmer than in 2014 (minimum 8C/46F v 2.5C/37F, maximum
12.8C/55F v 7.4C/45F).
The first frost was recorded on October 7 and the first sub-zero temperature was on November 21,
there was only one other sub-zero temperature in November and none in December.
September and December were much wetter than in 2014 with both months recording three times
the rainfall of 2014, in compensation October was drier. The total rainfall for this period was
54mm/2.0ins more than in 2014. In the last 5 weeks of the year we have only had 6 days without
rain - hence the muddy conditions underfoot. We are also seeing many more short but very heavy
downpours. In the whole period we have had 5 days with more than 13mm/0.5in rain and none
with 25mm/1in.
Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to December 2015
Highest
C

F (day)

September

5.4

October

Lowest
C

F (day)

42 (25th)

20.0

68 (10th)

2.6

37 (24th)

17.5

64 (1st)

November

-0.7

31 (21st)

16.3

61 (6th)

December

0.8

33 (31st)

15.3

60 (19th)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
I do not need to tell anyone that we have had a wet winter. Not only
has the weather been horrendous, but there has been very little in
the way of sunshine. As a gardener, I need to see the sun. I
thought that this was due to enjoying the fresh air, but I think that
there is a medical reason as well. My father spent all daylight hours
after coming home from work in the garden. Now in his 80’s, he
spends considerably less time in the garden (and the sunshine).
Last year he had a blood test that indicated that he had extremely
low levels of Vitamin D. He was prescribed a course of Vitamin D,
and now feels much better, with more energy and is able to go back
into the garden. My advice to everyone is to get a blood test
(apparently one should have a blood test every 2 years), see what
your vitamin D levels are like, and discuss this with your GP. You
never know, it may make 2016 a much more energetic year in the
garden than 2015!
Now for ways to make it seem like the sun is always shining in your
garden. In my last article, I spoke about structure. Now it is the turn of texture and colour. I am
not referring to the bright colours of flowers, but to softer effect of foliage colour and shape: tightly
clipped box shapes (mid-green) look fantastic against a backdrop of ornamental grasses (green or
bronze leaves); small bamboo (light green, narrow leaves) looks amazing against a wall of green
ivy (large, glossy, dark green leaves); evergreen ferns (mid-green, soft fronds) look effervescent
against variegated shrubs (white and green leaves) and smaller evergreen ophiopogon plants
(black and green strappy leaves with a slight shine); and loosely clipped variegated shrubs (white
and/or yellow and green) get shown to their best when contrasted with a well maintained lawn
(green).
My garden is full of foliage with different shapes, colours and textures. I cannot count the number
of different greens that I have. Some greens have a silvery edge, some are closer to lime, with all
shades in between. Some colours are flat (bronze miscanthus and brown beech hedge), other
colours reflect the light. Some leaves move in the wind (bamboo, grasses), while other plants
(tightly clipped box) never move. Other leaves are hairy (many herbaceous plants), which contrast
well with shiny leaves. When there is a mixture of leaves against a backdrop of bare stems of
deciduous shrubs (some brown, some red, some lime green, some bronze), then a little bit of
magic happens. The amazing trick that foliage has of giving light to a garden is further enhanced
in the spring when the new leaves start to unfurl, with hints of red, bronze, pink and fresh green
added to the more sombre greens and bronzes of the winter garden. The mixture of texture and
foliage colour give the garden light and life, even on the wettest day.
I leave you with this thought. The days are now getting longer. Apparently, the human eye can
detect that the days are longer by 12 January, and we can now look forward to the spring.
Caroline Aldridge (Gardener for nearly 30 years and still learning)
Phone: 0118 972 3700
e-mail: caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Winter/Spring
2016

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

Winter/Spring 2016

Parish Council Meetings:

SODC

0800 555 111
01865 751511

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 520202
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

23 March 2016 (Annual)

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

20 April 2016

Oxfordshire Highways

17 February 2016

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

18 May 2016
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors

Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
Email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680
Citizens Advice Bureau -

08444 111 444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
Pre-booked appointments - every weekday
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 1 pm
10 am - 3 pm
10 am - 4 pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 11 am (Fridays)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)

Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to any member of the
editorial board.
The closing date for the next edition
is 11 Mar 2016.

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 0118 972 3700 (Editor)
Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (Jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Parish Council website
email:
Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

www.kepc.co.uk
webmaster@kepc.co.uk
E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

