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I am pleased to submit my report on the work of the Parish Council over the past year, my 4th such report. 

In many respects, 2015/16 has been “business as usual” for your Council, although a number of issues have 
become more pressing over the year. 

On this note, planning and encouragement for Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs) by South 
Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) has been a priority over the year.  On two occasions we have voted on 
the issue of undertaking an NDP and have decided not to proceed with one at present.  The reasons for this 
were covered in my Chairman’s report in the previous newsletter.  The Parish Council is watching for any 
developments on the issue and will keep it under review.  

The development of Sonning Common’s NDP is nearing the point where it will be voted on in a referendum.  
Two of our councillors, Iain Pearson and Hugh Thresher, are observers on the SCNDP working party.  We 
have been closely involved in drafting the Plan and Kidmore End Parish Council has supported it to date.   

On the subject of planning, the Parish Council has been consulted by SODC (the planning authority) on 64 
applications, 50% more than last year.  For the most part these have been for extensions or alterations 
although there has been an increased number of applications to build new houses, often for two or more on 
what was previously a single plot.  Usually the views of the Parish Council and SODC have concurred.  If we 
have concerns they are communicated to SODC, supported if necessary by the attendance of one of our 
councillors, as happened on one occasion this year.  We always encourage residents affected by applications 
to register their views with the District Council and to discuss any concerns with the neighbours who are 
putting the planning application forward. 

The location of the Heights Free School has been decided by the Education Funding Agency as Mapledurham 
Fields, outside of the parish. 

Chairman's Report 

Continued on page 2 
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Chairman's Report  from page 1 

Much of the work of your Council is about keeping the fabric and infrastructure of the parish under 
review.  The roads in and between the five villages are an important part of the infrastructure, and 
the Council makes representations to Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), as highway authority, 
about their condition.  We encourage residents to report defects themselves.  There is, for 
instance, a page on OCC’s website where highway defects such as potholes can be reported. 

Looking at the bigger picture the shape of local government may be changing in the future.  The 
government has asked councils to consider ways to increase economic growth in return for 
devolved powers and investment.  Options on the table for Oxfordshire include a unitary authority 
for the whole of the county or four smaller unitary authorities.  The plans are contentious however 
and are being discussed by OCC and the District Councils.  

September 2015 saw discussions with OCC about how to make savings.  OCC has to save £88 
million now and a further £50 million (this amount has since been increased) by 2020.  Local 
councils may have to take on the responsibility for some local services themselves such as the 
cutting of grass verges and management of salt bins.  We are still waiting for financial information 
so that the council can decide how best to move forward with this matter and further meetings with 
OCC are planned. 

Following a review by the public transport service of Oxfordshire County Council, the operation of 
the M1 bus service going through the Parish into Reading will stop in June 2016.  The service is 
currently supported financially by the County Council.  To keep the service running would cost the 
parishes involved £18,000.  You may already be familiar with FISH, a transport service run by 
volunteers and operated from Sonning Common.  We have been in discussions with FISH and 
hope to work with them to operate a service through the parish, though this is still under 
negotiation.  The newsletter now includes information about the service that FISH provide. 

The issue of a third road bridge over the River Thames in the vicinity of Reading continues to haunt 
us.  We enquire regularly of the County and District Councillors whether there have been any 
developments.  It seems that the authorities on both sides of the River are presently collecting data 
to inform a decision.  It has to be said however that the cost of another bridge would inevitably be 
very high. 

The Council owns and maintains the formal recreation facilities in the Parish, the Play Area at 
Kidmore End and the Recreation Ground at Gallowstree Common.  The council also contributes to 
the cost of the Rokeby Recreation Ground, just over the boundary in Chazey Heath which is 
operated by Mapledurhan Parish Council.  The Kidmore End Playing Fields Committee manages 
the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion and the sports facilities at Gallowstree Common on behalf of the 
council. 

The Council has allocated £5,000 from next year’s budget for refurbishment of the main piece of 
play equipment at Gallowstree Common and also to change all the areas of bark surfacing under 
the equipment to either a grass or rubberized safety surface.  We have been advised to do this 
following the annual safety inspection.  We are consulting widely on what should be done; the 
school council, parents and children at parents evening at Kidmore End primary school, and a 
public consultation session at the Gallowstree sports pavilion.  Designs and quotes are being 
sought and we intend to show the chosen design on the website.  A number of grant applications 
are in hand and we understand that some parishioners would also like to fundraise.  I would like to 
thank the head teacher Mrs Hull for her support and the school council members. 

The council owns allotments at Cane End and Gallowstree Common.  Your Council is committed to 
arranging a water supply to the Cane End allotments.  A neighbouring landowner has agreed to 
grant an easement for a pipe across his land to the allotments, and the Council is presently 

Continued on page 3 
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engaged in the legal formalities for this.  Money has been set aside in the budget for the physical 
laying of the pipe, as soon as the documentation has been signed. 

Some parts of the local infrastructure are dependent on use, for example the bus service through 
Kidmore End and the mobile library service.  The mobile library now only stops in Tokers Green.  

Your Council purchased the telephone kiosks at Chalkhouse Green and Kidmore End last spring 
and continues to discuss how best to utilise them.  In the meantime two of my colleagues, Trevor 
Perchard and Hugh Thresher, have undertaken to tidy them up and carry out any repairs.  The 
kiosk in Cane End remains functional.  Although this process is taking some time, when completed 
the kiosks will be a useful addition to the parish.  Currently the most likely use for the kiosks is for 
local maps and information to be placed in the kiosks and possibly books for a book exchange 
system. 

On the subject of telecommunications, while your Council has been pleased to note that Superfast 
Broadband is to be facilitated in the Parish this year, it is disappointed that the service will be 
limited to Gallowstree Common and Cane End.  The Council hopes that Superfast broadband will 
be available during 2017 for the whole of the parish.  The Council has laid aside some funds to 
help bring this about, if necessary. 

Turning to finance, I hope that you will agree with me that the Council continues to provide 
services which offer value for money.  The Parish Council’s element of your Council Tax has 
remained about £52 a year, or £1 per week for the “average” household, Band D, for a couple of 
years now.  This year however the Council has decided to increase the precept by 2%.  This will 
increase the amount paid per band D household for parish purposes from £52.00 to £53.04 per 
year, less than 9p per month.  We have not made this decision lightly, but decided to be prudent 
due to the increase in local responsibilities to deliver public services from the County and District 
Councils.  We are trying to be financially prepared and able to act when required.  Since County 
Councils and District Councils have had budget cuts, there is a move to push more responsibilities 
on to Town and Parish Councils.  

Once again, the Council’s accounts were given a clean bill of health by the external auditor, and I 
thank my colleagues on the Council’s Finance Sub-Committee, Iain Pearson and John Swift, for 
their help with this. 

The Parish Council has agreed to apply to Natural England to extend the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) that covers most of the parish to the area between and 
beyond Tokers Green and the boundary with Reading.  We would like to hear your views on this 
issue.  There will be a map available online on the Parish Council website outlining the area and 
the map will also be available on the noticeboards and in Sonning Common Library.  If you are 
unable to access the map please contact me either via email or phone.  You can give your views 
online or by post to the Clerk to the Council, Mr Penfold (address available at the end of the 
newsletter).  Following a public consultation session in the pavilion recently the majority of 
parishioners were very positive about this proposal. 

During the last year I have attended the Townlands steering group meetings, as there was a 
request that a member attend from each parish council. During these meetings there has been 
considerable discussion regarding the lack of communication between themselves and the Clinical 
Commissioning Group.  There has been locally much distress about the fact that there will only be 
beds in the St John's Order Care Home and not in the hospital.  The hospital has now been 
handed over from the builders and the services to be provided are still being negotiated.  There 
seems to be progress on some issues, but not on the whereabouts of the beds. 

Continued on page 6 
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The Parish Church 

During the interregnum (the period when we are without a Rector), 
it is pleasing to record that church life has proceeded smoothly. 
We are grateful for the sterling efforts of our Associate Priest, the 
Revd Susan Cooper, our Licensed Readers, our Church Officers 
and members of our Parochial Church Council. 

As we start to look ahead to the appointment of Fr Graham’s successor, readers may be interested 
to see the advertisement which appeared in the Church Times and on the Diocesan website, 
earlier this year: 

The closing date for applications was 15 February, with interviews scheduled for 11 March.  It is 
possible therefore that by the time this article appears an appointment will have been announced. 

In the meantime, those wishing to keep up-to-date with church news should access 
our church website:  www.lambandflag.org.  Alternatively, for a modest subscription, a 
copy of our monthly magazine – The Lamb and Flag – can be delivered to your home.  

Requests to Neil Scott, 0118 972 3890.  

Neil Scott  (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council) 

RECTOR OF ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD  

and KIDMORE END & SONNING COMMON 
 

This welcoming Benefice, set in South Oxfordshire, is seeking a Rector to look  
after three churches within the benefice made up of two parishes. 

We are looking for someone whom God is calling, to lead the Benefice forward by: 

 Prayer and scripture based teaching 

 Strong and active pastoral leadership 

 Developing our ministry among children, young people and families 

 Continuing strong links with our two church schools. 

 Engaging with all ages 

 Having respect for traditional services but with an openness to new forms of 
worship 

 Accepting the challenges of rural ministry 

 And a sense of humour! 

If you feel you can offer these qualities, we would be delighted to hear from you! 



 

 

P AGE 5 K IDMORE EN D P ARISH C O UN CIL  

Parish of Kidmore End 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Will be held on  

 

20th April 2016 at 7.30pm 
at Kidmore End Parish Room 

 

on the agenda will be  
the following motion 

 

“This meeting calls on the Parish  
Council to seek the inclusion of the 

whole Parish within the boundary of the 
Chilterns Area of  

Outstanding Natural Beauty” 
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Health Walks 

In 2016 the Health Walk scheme is celebrating 20 years of existence.  On Sunday 24th April, health 
walkers old and new are invited to Sonning Common Village Hall at 2pm.  There will be a social 
walk, starting and ending at the village hall, followed by tea and cakes, and talks from people 
involved in the Health Walk scheme from the start.  Come along and see what health walking is all 
about! 

In the meantime the current walks timetable continues until Easter, after which the 
new summer timetable will begin.  The current timetable is available from the 
library, the Health Centre and the Herb Farm, or on the website at 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/timetable.  

If you’d like to talk to someone about the health walks, phone Colin Davies on 
(0118) 972 2527 

Chairman's Report  from page 3 

I would like to thank the County Councillor for the Goring Division, Kevin Bulmer, who has reported 
regularly to the Council, both in person and in writing, about his Council’s business.  District 
Councillor Rob Simister attends meetings and also sends reports of council business and has 
been supportive in issues of planning over the year and I would like to thank him for his 
involvement with the council. 

Caroline Aldridge and I met with our MP John Howell last year to discuss local issues.  This 
included planning, NDPs and our proposal to apply for the boundary of the AONB to be extended. 
He verbally agreed to support the parish and we asked for written support as well. 

All of us parish councillors retired on 11 May.  Great news though, everyone was re-elected.  I 
would like to thank my fellow councillors for all the time they invest in the various communities in 
the Parish, not just at our monthly meetings, but in sub-committees, and in general.  During the 
year we lost Jane O'Sullivan, who resigned.  Jane will be sorely missed and has put in many years 
as a great parish councillor.  I would like to thank all the volunteers who deliver the Parish 
Newsletter in the parish. 

I would like to pay tribute to David King, the webmaster, who gets information on to the website 
with great speed and advises us on how to improve the site. 

Finally I would like to thank Mr Penfold, Clerk to the Council, for all his work and timely advice over 
the year and to wish him a speedy recovery. 

Sue Biggs  Chairman of the Parish Council 
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The season kicks off for Kidmore End CC with a friendly at Gallowstree Common 
against Wokingham CC on April 9. The club will coincide the fixture with an Open 
Day for prospective members to introduce themselves and find out more about the 
club. 

The first Thames Valley League games take place on May 7. The 1st XI are at home to Harefield 
2nds, Kidmore's 2nd XI travel to Bracknell 2nds, while the 3rd XI host Newbury 3rds. 

Senior nets are being held at Shiplake College on Wednesday nights from 8.30pm.  New players 
are always welcome. 

Senior outdoor nets start on April 21 and will be held every Thursday evening throughout the 
season. 

Key dates: 

April 9 - first game of the season vs Wokingham at Gallowstree Common and Open Day 

May 7 - TVL season starts (KECC vs Harefield II, Bracknell II vs KECC II, KECC III vs Newbury III) 

April 21 - senior outdoor nets start 

More information at www.kidmoreendcc.co.uk 

Best wishes 

 

Kidmore End Cricket Club 

Aaron Frank 

Website News Review 

There are some news articles which arrive either every month or contain many colour images 
which are hard to reproduce in black and white in this newsletter. These articles are important to 
know about, and can be easily accessed on the Kidmore End Parish Council website thanks to the 
hard work of our Webmaster, David King.  The following links may be of interest to you: 

 Our MP, John Howell, always sends out a monthly newsletter. This can be accessed from 
our Useful links page at  http://www.kepc.co.uk/links.php 

 The latest Care Matters newsletter, a must for carers and their families, can be accessed 
from the Home page at http://www.kepc.co.uk/business/care_matters.pdf 
This issue explains how the Carers Support Service for Carers Oxfordshire will support 
people in Oxfordshire for the coming 3 years, using an alliance of the county’s leading 
supporters of carers, Action for Carers Oxfordshire, Rethink and Guideposts.   
Please make a note in your diaries now for National Carers Week which is the 6-13 June this 
year, celebrating the theme ‘Carer Friendly Communities’. 

 Thames Valley Police updates can be found on the Police page at 
www.kepc.co.uk/police.php 

 In celebration of the Queen’s Birthday, we are planning a Picnic in the Park on Kidmore End 
Primary School playing fields on 11 June, and there will be a special service at St John’s on 
12 June.    Please keep an eye out on local notice boards and the website News and Events 
page for further details  



 

 

On January 29 our school community came together with friends from past and 
present to celebrate the opening of our new classroom block in the presence of the 
Rt. Revd Colin Fletcher OBE, Bishop of Dorchester.  It was a lovely occasion, with 
song, laughter and a very splendid cake!  I wanted to share a little more widely how 
we decided to name it ‘The Higgens Building’.   

We had much debate 
about a name for the 
building, recognising that 
we cannot call it ‘the new 
building’ forever!  I 
regularly turn for 
inspiration to the history 
of our school, and one 
character in our past 
stands out as deserving 
of recognition.  Thomas 
Flower Higgens took up 
post as Headmaster at 
Easter 1897, with his wife 
Clara becoming Assistant 
Teacher in 1898.  Six 
months after he took up 

post, Her Majesty’s Inspector reported that “the school is now better staffed and the 
attainments of the children higher than at any previous time I have known.” 

I wonder what Mr. Higgens would think of our school today, and whether he would 
approve!  According to the history he had a great love of nature, and “his enthusiasm for 
gardening was particularly keen”.  So I hope he would enjoy our flourishing gardening club 
who have been hard at work planting trees, as well as our bug hotels around the school 
grounds. 

He also led a revival in school sport.  
“The children also figured prominently 
in Athletics, bringing honour to the 
school by winning their way through to 
County finals.”  Again, I am confident 
he would be pleased by our success 
on that front.  I’m not so sure about 
following his example of allowing 
skating on the village pond, only after 
he had tested the ice himself.  One boy 
earned himself the cane by advising 
that “It’s safer at the bottom, Sir.” 

Above all, Mr. Higgens was a respected local historian, with a concern that “there is a real 

Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School 
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Opening the Higgens Building 

continued on page 13 
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Thank you to everyone who came along to the Pavilion to have a look at the proposed changes in 
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty boundary and the five different quotes for new 
play equipment in the Gallowstree Common Play Area.  Many members of the Gallowstree 
Common community who were involved in planning the original play area came along to look at 
the plans and make comments.  It was thought that nearly 30 years had passed since this group 
first met to discuss creating a play area in the community!   

These views, the views of the young people who came along on the day, and the views of the 
pupils at Kidmore End Primary School who looked at the plans in January, will be collated, the 
most popular design will be chosen, and grants will be applied for based on these consultations.   

The Parish Council has already set aside £5000 in the 2016-17 budget to put towards this project, 
which is an excellent start. 

Regarding the proposed changes in the AONB boundary.  Thank you to everyone who came 
along to look at this.  If you were unable to visit on Sunday, please take a look at the map on the 
Parish Council website and send any comments to Mr Penfold.  All your comments, both positive 
and negative, are important to us.  This is a much longer term project than the play area project, 
because we have been told that it will be 15 to 20 years before the Chiltern AONB will be 
discussed. 

 

http://www.kepc.co.uk/aonb.php 

Public Consultation 28th February 2016 

Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School   from page 12 

danger of many things connected with old village life being lost in the rush of modern 
times.” Therefore, while we look forward it is important that we do not lose the aspects of 
village school life that add something very special to its character and the experience of 
our children.  I think Mr. Higgens would particularly enjoy Sports Day, although what he 
would make of Mr. Eustace’s screen with live updates of the scores I am not so sure! 

On March 2 1930, Thomas Higgens “left his village to serve a higher master” and was 
succeeded in post by his wife.  In tribute the Vicar said “he found his happiness in trying to 
help others”.  That seems to me a fitting example to us all, and leads me to the conclusion 
that Mr. Higgens thoroughly deserves to be remembered through the naming of this 
building after him.  We very much hope he would approve. 

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established; through 

knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.  Proverbs 24 3-4 

Linda Hull    Headteacher 
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As I write it’s a lovely sunny, 
crisp day, and the daffodils are 
starting to tentatively appear: 
such a change to last week 
when it was grey and damp on 
the day PCSO Ashley 
Richardson visited pre-school. 
Despite the weather, the 
children took great pleasure in 
looking over his police car 
which he had kindly parked in 
the garden.  A great 
experience for the children. 

We hope you all had a lovely 
Mothering Sunday. The 
children enjoyed making cards 
for their mums with plenty of 
sticking and colouring. We 
also enjoyed celebrating 
World Book Day with dressing 
up and even our staff entered 
into the spirit of things as they 
became Peter Rabbit, Willy 
Wonka, the big bad wolf and 
Dora the Explorer for the day! 
This term, although short, has 
so many activities and 

Kidmore End Pre-School  

celebrations to take part in. 
We continue to support the 
Little Lambs church group in 
St John the Baptist every 
month and the children enjoy 
the experience. 

Already we are working on 
things for Easter and we will 
be having a Dance-a-thon for 
Sports Relief later in the 
month. It promises to be a 
varied and productive term for 
our little learners, interspersed 
as always with plenty of 
playing, gluing, painting, 
dressing up and lots of fun! 

We are always looking for new 
committee members, not 
necessarily with children still 
at the pre-school. If this is 
something that you might be 
interested in taking on – it’s 
not a huge time commitment, 
but it is a really important 
contribution to the running of 
the pre-school - please do not 

hesitate to let us know. We 
would welcome the support 
and we promise that you don’t 
have to dress up unless you 
want to!  

Kidmore End Pre-School is a 
small pre-school set in a rural 
location, with session numbers 
limited to 14 children. I do still 
have a limited number of 
spaces on the register so if 
you would like more 
information about our 
wonderful pre-school, or you 
would like to add your child to 
our waiting list, please contact 
me on 0118 948 4985 or  
e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk 
as soon as possible. Please 
see our website at 
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further information. 

Best wishes 

Emma Hawker,   Business Manager and Registrar 
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You can find us on the road from 

Peppard to Gallowstree Common 

between the Greyhound and the 
Reformation 

SONNING COMMON & DISTRICT 
TENNIS CLUB  

Play Tennis, have fun and keep fit 

Are you or your family new to tennis? 

Do you want to keep fit and have fun? 

Why not come and join our club 

 
2 excellent quality courts available all year round 

 
For less than £1 a week you can enjoy unlimited tennis 

 
We are ideal for all beginners and young families 

Children can learn lifetime skills 

Or you can just play with your friends in a casual and informal environment 

 
A short walk or cycle from Sonning Common or two minutes in the car 

 
Low cost annual subscription charges: 

£30  Family 

£20  Single Adult 

£10  Junior (under18) 

 

Why not contact us for more information 

Dave Pinder (01491 680324) d.pinder@btinternet.com 

Judy Pitson (0118 972 3294) 
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Local Weather Report: Winter 2015/16 

 
Average  
Minimum 

Temperature 

Average  
Maximum 

Temperature 

Rainfall  

 
Totals Highest 

 C F C F mm in mm in (day) 

December 12.8 55 8.0 46 70 2.7 15 0.6 (30th) 

January 8.6 47 2.3 36 106 4.2 16 0.6 (10th) 

February 8.9 48 2.4 37 44 1.7 11 0.4 (17th) 

Rainfall - 3 months to end of February 2016  220 8.6   

Meteorologically winter is defined as 1 December to end of February.  This winter has been milder 
than both 2013/2014 & 2014/2015 with December being particularly mild.  We have had 
63mm/2.5in more rain than in Winter 2014/2015 but only just over half the rain of Winter 
2013/2014 when the Thames flooded so badly. 

The rain seems to have been steady & often with only a total of 23 dry days this winter, however 
only two days had more than 13mm/0.5in rain.  It’s little wonder then that the conditions underfoot 
are so slippery.  Let’s hope that we soon get a nice run of dry days to allow the ground to become 
less saturated. 

There have been 13 nights when the minimum temperature has fallen below zero but no days 
when the maximum temperature has remained below zero.  January 19 was the coldest day with 
the lowest maximum (2.7C/37F) and minimum (-4.7C/23F) temperatures both recorded on that 
day. 

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 4 months to December 2015 

 Highest Lowest 

 C F (day) C F (day) 

December 15.3 60 (19th) 0.8 33 (28th) 

January 13.9 57 (24th) -4.7 23 (19th) 

February 14.4 58 (21st) -2.7 27 (15th) 

Chris Brook  



 

 

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion    The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a 
rate of £10 per hour.  The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or 
other classes and a host of other activities  Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to 
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking 
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I have been enjoying the rush of spring in the garden; there is something 
uplifting about being able to put the dark days of winter behind me.  
Primroses (some of which were in flower over Christmas and made a 
bright addition to salads) are looking healthy and floriferous.  Daffodils are 
nodding gently in the breeze and spring flowering shrubs are getting ready 
for the show of the season.   
Grass looks green (the addition of a fertilizer high in nitrogen does an 
amazing job of intensifying the colour), and is starting to recover after the 
excess wet of winter.  The garden is springing into life, not just the plants 
but the wildlife as well.  It is now time to take stock in the garden.  
Get rid of those shrubs and plants that did not enjoy the wet winter.  Think 
of it as a planting opportunity.  Cut back shrubs that are hanging over the 
path.  Paths are there to keep feet and legs dry, and, if you get wet as you walk up the garden, the 
path is not doing its job properly.  Investigate borders and remove dead leaves and cut back dead 
growth.  Use slug pellets (not those containing metaldehyde but those containing ferric phosphate) 
or barriers (there are lots to choose from including coffee granules, copper strips, wool, ground up 
egg shells, etc. which all give some degree of protection) around herbaceous plants to deter slugs, 
or nematodes which kill slugs once the soil has warmed up sufficiently.  Keep an eye out for lily 
beetles which also eat Fritillaries and hunt out overwintering vine weevils which hide in and under 
plastic plant pots.  

Now is the time to think about summer colour using annuals.  Annual plants grow, flower and set 
seed in one season.  Some are so quick to grow that they will be in full flower a mere 12 weeks 
after sowing the seeds.  Annuals make a huge statement.  Some of my favourites include Cosmos, 
Marigolds and Love in the Mist.  Other plants, mostly called tender perennials, are treated as 
annuals because they do not always survive the winter.  I treat Dahlias as annuals and if you have 
never sown plants from seed before, sowing some Dahlia seeds is an excellent way to introduce 
yourself to the joys of growing your own colour.  Dahlia seeds germinate well either on the kitchen 
window sill or in a heated propagator.  The plants grow quickly, but keep them warm and away 
from cold or frost.  Your Dahlia plants will be in full flower by September; some plants will be 5 feet 
tall with plenty of flowers which you can cut for the house.  If your seed packet says half-hardy 
annual, then protect the seeds and seedlings from cold and frost, either, by delaying sowing until 
May or sowing seeds in pots on the kitchen window sill.  If the seed packet says hardy annual, 
then you can sow these seeds in situ, which means where you want them to flower.  Just take a 
trip to the garden centre to look at the seed packets on display to choose the packets of colour 
which will give your garden the wow factor this summer.  A good tip when sowing annuals in situ is 
to sow the seeds in straight lines.  This means that when the seedlings germinate, you know that 
the seedlings in lines are the ones that you want, and all the others must be weeds and can be 
removed by hand or using a hoe.  When the plants are fully grown (you may have to remove some 
plants to prevent over-crowding), they will not look like they are growing in lines, they will just look 
stunning and colourful. 

Caroline Aldridge (Gardener for nearly 30 years and still learning) 

Phone: 0118 972 3700  e-mail: caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com  

Gardening 



 

 

Thames Valley Police, non emergency 101 
 emergency   999 
 website www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)  0800 555 111 
Victim Support   01865 751511 

SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 520202  
 NOTE: This number will change to   01235 422422 from May 1 
  Open: Mon-Thu  8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 
   Fri    8.30 am  - 4.30 pm 

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes  01865 883433 
  email  orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  
Jericho Farm,  Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways   0845 310 1111 
  www.oxfordshirehighways.org 

Fix my Street   http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Chairman  Sue Biggs 
Clerk to the Council  Roger Penfold 0118 947 3130 
  email  clerk@kepc.info 
30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG 

District Councillor 
Rob Simister   (rob_simister@msn.com) 01491 576352 

County Councillor 
Kevin Bulmer  (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680 

Citizens Advice Bureau -   08444 111 444 
Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley 
Drop-in service  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   10 am - 1 pm 
Pre-booked appointments  -  every weekday 10 am - 3 pm  
Telephone advice  -  Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  10 am - 4 pm 

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment) 
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place) 10 am - 11 am (Thursdays) 
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House) 10 am - 11 am (Fridays) 
 
CAB (Henley) website  www.caox.org.uk/henley 

 
Kidmore End Parish Room 
Bookings: Paula Beville  0118 972 2247 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 
Bookings: Roger Penfold  0118 947 3130 

Kidmore End Memorial Hall 
Bookings: Debbie Page  07802 347943 

Useful Numbers and Contacts 
Newsletter Spring 

2016 

Are we missing your club or society?  
Would you like to see their activities 
listed in the Newsletter?  Do you have 
any news items or pictures for the 
Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 
next edition, or to the website we’d be 
delighted to hear from you.  Articles 
can be sent to any member of the  
editorial board or directly to the 
website webmaster 

The closing date for the next edition is 
24 Jun 2016. 

Newsletter/Website 
Contributions 

Spring 2016 

PCC Vote 5 May 

EU Election  23 June 
 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 20 April 2016 (Annual Parish meeting) 

 18 May 2016 

 22 June 2016 

 21 July 2016 

at 8pm* in Kidmore End Parish Room  
including 10 minutes public session. 

* The Annual Parish Meeting will start 
earlier at 7.30pm.  See page 5. 

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept. Contact: Nancy Barlow  01491 634107 E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk 

Newsletter Editorial Board 

Caroline Aldridge (caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 0118 972 3700 (Editor) 

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net) 0118 972 1001 

Jackie Russell (jackie@russells2.net) 0118 972 2214 

Parish Council website   www.kepc.co.uk 
 email: webmaster@kepc.co.uk 


