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Chairman's Report
Housing Development
South Oxfordshire District Council has just published its 3rd consultation document for its Local Plan1, to cover
the period from 2017 until 2032. Once adopted, it will supersede the Core Strategy which was ratified in
2011.
It is a very important document in that the final approved version will shape development control across the
District for the next 15 years. I urge you all to respond to the District Council’s consultation via this link.
In the meantime, a longer article about housing and local planning appears on page 12 of this Newsletter.
Play Areas
We are progressing with the refurbishment of the play area at Gallowstree Common. So far we have raised:




£10,000 from the Big Lottery Fund
£1,000 promised by the Parochial Church Council
£1,082 from the local fundraising event in Gallowstree Common on 10 June

The total cost for the equipment and grass safety surfacing in both the Kidmore End and Gallowstree
Common play areas is £60,398 so we have some way to go. However we hope to secure a grant of £30,000
from the District Council.
Local Events
On June 10th at the Gallowstree Pavilion a musical extravaganza was held with a donation of a hog roast and
band. It was a wonderful evening of music, eating and chatting, which raised £1,082. Thank you to Paul
Jenkins and his family for donating their time and the equipment for the hog roast and for organising, cooking
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Inside this issue:
Chairman's Report ........................... 1,2,3
Village Grapevine ................................... 3

St Michael’s Catholic Church SC.......... 5

Queen’s 90 th Birthday Celebration .... 8,9

KE Pre School ...................................... 14

The Parish Church..................................4

Carers Oxfordshire ................................. 6

KE Primary-School ......................... 10,11

SC Health Walks .................................. 15

Gallowstree Common Play Area ..........4

Kidmore End Cricket Club ..................6,7

Local & Neighbourhood Plans...... 12,13

Local Weather ...................................... 16

News From Club SC............................... 5

Website News Review ........................... 7

Matters of Life and Death............... 13,15

Gardening ............................................. 17

P AGE 2

Chairman's Report

I SS UE N O . 124

from page 1

and serving the hog despite challenges with electricity. Also thank you to Dave Pinder and his
band and the Ukulele players who all donated their time.
Further fundraising events are in the pipeline, including a tractor run, and they will be advertised on
the parish website.
On 11 and 12 June two villages, Kidmore End and Tokers Green, held celebration picnics for the
Queen’s 90th birthday. At Kidmore End there was a bouncy castle and there were races for
children and for competitive adults, especially the egg and spoon race. At Tokers Green the picnic
went ahead despite the weather. Thank you to all the organisers, including Caroline, Jeremy, Kate
and Fiona.
Public Transport
The Council has been advised that the M1 bus service will cease on 20 July 2016. The Council is
in discussion with FISH, Sonning Common, about how we can work together to provide local
transport to Reading for residents. The timetable for FISH travel is available on the Council’s
website and in the FISH Newsletters.
Grass Verges and Highways
The grass verges have been an issue in the parish for a few weeks. The Council has been in
constant contact with Oxfordshire Highways requesting that the verges on main junctions in the
parish be cut, but to date we have had no success. This is particularly galling as Oxfordshire
County Council have been introducing a programme (Oxfordshire Together) whereby Parish
Councils receive funding and take over the contracts to cut verges, for over 6 months with no
progress to date. The Council is also in constant contact with Oxfordshire Council on this matter.
As with other road defects, I would urge you to report instances of poor visibility at junctions to the
County Council. The most efficient way is by the Fix My Street button on the County Council’s
website.
There have been a number of complaints about the speed of traffic in Kidmore End village, in
particular when parents are walking along the roadside to school. The PCSO for the area did
some speed testing and cars were travelling in the main about 30mph. This is within the speed
limit, but feels fast when children are walking along the road. Signs have been put up at the village
perimeter and I would urge anyone driving through the village to drive at a speed that is
considerate to those walking.
Other Matters
Oxfordshire County Council and the District Councils are presently vying with each other to come
up with the best unitary local government arrangements for Oxfordshire. The idea is that one
Council would deliver all services instead of the present 2-tier arrangement whereby the County
Council provides some services and the District Council some others. Each side has hired
consultants to advise them, no doubt at great expense. This exercise is because the Councils
want to secure greater devolution of government functions to be delivered locally, for example in
respect of economic development and the health service, in line with what is happening elsewhere,
such as in Greater Manchester.
The new development in Tokers Green will have a new road. After local consultation the most
popular name for the new road is Chippendale Close. The original house, Chippendale Lodge,
was built in the 1920s and it is felt that the road name should reflect those origins. The District
Council will have the final say on this.
The phone boxes at Chalkhouse Green and Kidmore End are still on the Council agenda and it is
hoped that progress will be made in the near future.
Continued on page 3
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The well in the village of Kidmore End is currently under repair. No-one knows how the damage
was caused.
There are three vacant seats on the Parish Council currently. If anyone is interested, please
contact any councillor or the parish clerk for further information. These are challenging but
interesting times and choices we make now will influence the future. The Council members would
appreciate hearing what your views are, so let us know what you think by coming to a meeting or
emailing your views via the website.
Have a wonderful summer.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council
1

SODC Consultation Document
https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/south/planning/pol/poj2016/poj2016

News From The Village Grapevine
The recycling centre in Reading on the Basingstoke Road (Island Road, Reading) will only be
accessible to residents of Reading/Wokingham/Bracknell from 1 July 2016. This means that
anyone using this facility will have to use our official one at Oakwood, or travel further to Oxford if
disposing of paint and plasterboard. This new ruling also applies to the recycling centre at
Longshot Lane, Bracknell.
The builders of the new houses in Tokers Green asked the Parish Council to suggest a street
name for the new close in Tokers Green. Your Parish Council asked local residents in Tokers
Green what they wanted. Locals did not want to lose the name Chippendale, which has been a
feature of the village for over 90 years, so their suggestion for the new street name is
Chippendale Close. This will have to be ratified by the District Council.
There will be a 'pop-up' Café at the church in Kidmore End on Saturday 17 September
between 2pm and 4pm. Please come along and support the Parish Room Committee and
Kidmore End Pre-School, who will be making the teas and cakes.

Support Sonning Common Library - See attachment at the end of the newsletter

Do you have news or information which would be of
interest to others?
Or do you have something to celebrate?
Let us know by emailing or calling any of the newsletter team members
(Contact details at the bottom of page18)
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The Parish Church
In the Spring issue of this newsletter the hope was
expressed that by the time of its appearance, the
appointment of a new rector would have been announced.
Sadly no suitable applications were received and the
decision was taken to re-advertise. At the time of writing it
has been learned that two applicants are be interviewed
towards the end of June and we are hopeful that an appointment will be possible.
At the end of last year we noted with gratitude that the editor of The Lamb and Flag, Tara Taylor,
had just produced her 100th edition of the magazine. Writing in the magazine, Jenny Macgregor,
our PCC Secretary, described the wonderful job done by Tara over many years, improving the
magazine’s quality and adding very interesting articles, as well as editing contributions from church
members. Sadly Tara feels that with increasingly demanding work commitments, the time has
come for her to ask that we find a new editor. She will be a hard act to follow but we know that she
will give her successor all the help required.
On Sunday 12 June St John’s Church was full for a service of thanksgiving and celebration of the
Queen’s 90th birthday and her life of service. Present at the service, together with members of our
three congregations (this being a benefice service), were representatives of many local
organisations and Parish Councils. All ages were represented including our Sunday School.
The colours of the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts together with those of the British Legion were
received into the church sanctuary at the start of the service which was led by The Revd Canon
Brian Shenton. Our thanks go out to all who helped to make this such a splendid occasion, not
least those responsible for the floral decorations and the music. The large choir, which performed
magnificently, comprised singers from all three churches and for one song (“Una Familia” – We are
one family) they were joined by children from primary schools in the benefice.
Disappointing weather prevented the intended “al fresco” refreshments after the
service. They seemed to be just as well received however at the back of the church!
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

Fund Raiser For The Gallowstree Common Play Area Project
Sue Biggs worked hard to organise the Hog Roast and Live Music evening on June 10. Every
ticket was sold, so 80 local people joined in the fun and helped to raise a magnificent £1082!
Many people gave their time and donated skills to ensure that the evening was lots of fun, so
thank you to you all. The live music was excellent, and everyone enjoyed the chance to socialise
with neighbours and friends. Thank you to Marcia Spencer, Mr Penfold, Paul Jenkins and family,
Dave Pinder and his band, and of course, all the Ukulele players. A special thanks to Sue Biggs
for all her hard work. Also thank you to everyone who came along to support the evening.
If you were unable to come along to help raise funds for the Gallowstree Common Play Area in
June and would like to donate some money towards this project, please drop any donations to me,
Caroline Aldridge, or to Sue Biggs or indeed to Mr Penfold. Cheques should be payable to
Kidmore End Parish Council, with a note indicating that this money is for the Play Area project.
Thank you
Caroline
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News From Club SC
On Saturday 18 June Club SC members were treated to a trip to Atom Trampoline Park in
Reading. All had a wonderful time and the instructors there were excellent at teaching the young
people how to do all kinds of tricks and flips. Many of our members hadn't yet been to the park
and we were pleased to have the opportunity to go for free, as the funds required to go were
raised by a cake sale in the Coop. Thank you to all who supported Club SC at the cake sale and
thank you to the Coop.
We have raised £80 so far towards our next trip from a Chocolate tombola at the Sonning
Common Primary School fete. The young people are hoping to go paintballing or to a theme park.
Club SC is open throughout the summer holidays and we are planning BBQs, water fights and a
kite making competition, alongside a hockey taster session, to name but a few of the activities that
will take place. Our Club is open to all young people in years 6 to 11. We meet between 7 to 9pm
above the sports hall at Chiltern Edge School on Wednesdays (years 6,7,8) and Thursdays (years
9,10,11). More information at www.clubsc.co.uk or check out our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/sonningcommonyouthcentre.

St Michael’s Catholic Church, Sonning Common
We are still awaiting the appointment of a parish priest but in the meantime parish life
continues.
At weekends visiting priests have been coming to celebrate our Masses. Our Pastoral Council met
recently and began looking forward over the next 12 months. By the next issue of this magazine
we will be able to give information about future events.
During June, 18 children made their first Holy Communion and 20 were Confirmed. Many of them
attend our primary school, St Martin’s, in Caversham Park Village.
The Catholic Church is celebrating a Jubilee Year of Mercy running from 8 Dec 2015 to 20 Nov
2016. Throughout the year many pilgrims from around the world are heading to specially
designated holy places in Rome such as St Peter’s Basilica. Not everyone can get to Rome so in
May parishioners from St Michael’s made their own pilgrimage to a closer holy place; the shrine at
Our Lady and St Anne in Caversham. At noon on Saturday, about 15 pilgrims set off from St
Michael’s to walk the 4.5 miles to Our Lady and St Anne’s. The route chosen took us through
Kidmore End, Chalkhouse Green and Bugs Bottom. About halfway along the route we stopped for
a short break and were joined by a couple more people. Many of us were amazed how close we
were able to get to Our Lady and St Anne’s before we had to emerge from the countryside onto
the busy streets of Caversham by the Prince of Wales. At the shrine we were joined by other
parishioners who were unable to make the journey on foot and a service of prayer and reflection
was held. The day finished with a cream tea, prepared by parishioners, in the adjacent parish
room. A better quality cream tea could not have been found at The Savoy, The Ritz or Claridge’s!
As always everyone is welcome to join us at one of our regular weekend Masses: 5.30pm
Saturday, 9am and 10.30am Sunday.
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Carers Oxfordshire Update


Time Out For Carers is a voluntary support service for carers provided by our partner
organisation, Guideposts, offering short respite breaks through a range of options in the
home and out in the community.
For more information please email breynolds@guideposts.org.uk or telephone Ben Reynolds
on 01993 899980 or 0781 5559 479.



Rally Round is a new online service which is bringing together Oxfordshire carers to
help their loved ones stay safe and well at home. Rally Round1 is a free digital network which
enables family members, friends and carers to create and organise support for themselves
and the person they care for. Rally Round is backed by Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning
Group (OCCG) and Carers Oxfordshire and was designed to help frail older people and their
family carers, but can be used to help anyone who needs more practical support. If you
would like any more information please contact Michelle Evans on 01235 849470 or email
michelleevans@carersoxfordshire.org.uk



Caring Matters Conference will be on Thursday 1st December 2016



The new High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, Mrs Sarah Taylor, has chosen to support carers in her
year in office. Sarah held a magnificent fund raising event for carers at her home at Rycote
Park on Saturday 25 June.

“I have chosen in my year to highlight the plight of carers: those unsung people, both adults and
children, who look after relatives, friends and neighbours who are ill or disabled. Carers often
experience isolation and ill-health and those 1 in 10 of children who are carers suffer both socially
and academically.” Sarah Taylor.
Catherine Blaxhall, Head of Carers Support, OxBEL & MLMD
Action for Carers (Oxfordshire) www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk
Level 2, The Charter, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 3LZ
1

https://www.rallyroundme.com/carersoxfordshire

Kidmore End Cricket Club
Kidmore End Cricket Club have endured a mixed first half of the season with all
three senior teams sitting in the lower halves of their respective divisions of the
Thames Valley Cricket League.
The 1st XI have won two of their nine games, and are currently seventh in Division 2A. Their
biggest win of the season came away against Chenies & Latimer, which they won convincingly by
10 wickets. Chenies & Latimer were bowled out for 69, with Jeff Sheldon taking 5 for 33, before
batsmen Tom Burslem and Abid Ul-Wahab knocked off the runs with ease.
The 2nd XI lie fifth in Division 7A, again with two wins under their belt from nine games. Their
biggest win came at home against Henley 4s. After declaring on 275 for 4, with Luke Sinclair
smashing 129 not out, they bowled Henley out for 139, claiming a 136-run victory.
The 3rd XI are currently sixth in Division 9A, again having won two of their nine matches. Their
biggest win came against Maidenhead & Bray 4s, which they won by seven wickets. Having
bowled the opposition out for 76, Kidmore reached their target within 14 overs, with Peter Jones
leading the way with a score of 66 not out.
Continued on page 7
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Website News Review
There are some news articles which arrive on a monthly basis or contain colour
images which are hard to reproduce in black and white in this newsletter. These
articles are interesting and can be easily accessed on the Kidmore End Parish Council website
thanks to the hard work of our Webmaster, David King.



Our MP, John Howell always sends out a monthly newsletter, which can be accessed from
our Useful Links page at http://www.kepc.co.uk/links.php



Thames Valley Police's fantastic annual Open Day will take place on Saturday 6
August at Sulhamstead training centre, near Reading. Around 40 force departments and
external partners exhibit at the day, with a number of talks and displays from a variety of
units including the Dog Section and the Mounted Section. Thames Valley Police updates
can be found on the Police page at www.kepc.co.uk/police.php .



Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale (OSaVCAB) is a local charity providing
the Citizens Advice service locally in Abingdon, Didcot, Farringdon, Henley, Thame
and Wallingford. They receive no national funding, but still manage to advise 8,000 people
via 156 skilled volunteers and 10 full-time employed staff every year. The main topics are
benefits, debt, employment, housing and relationships. Workshops are held on a variety of
financial skills, including Budgeting, Banking and Avoiding Debt. Please contact Joseph
Mailler on 01235 550553, joseph.mailler@osavcab.org.uk for more details.
During July, they want to know about any scams that you are aware of, so that they can
pass on the information to others. Please email eleanor.cowan@osavcab.org.uk.



Looking for relatives of Leading Aircraftman WC Smith. Shawn Wylie of the Canadian
Harvard Aircraft Association, Aircraft Recovery Team, is looking for any relatives of John and
Maude Smith of Kidmore End. He has information regarding their son, LAC William Charles
Smith, #1602627 who died 19 June 1943 in Dunnville, Canada. He has recent photos of the
aircraft remains in which he died. An attempt will be made to recover the aircraft, so if any
family members are interested in the site or the recovery attempts, please contact Shawn on
s_wylie@harvards.com.



If you have a musical child, then Lorna Waters from South Oxfordshire Music Centre would
like to hear from you. Come to a trial session on Saturday 10 September 9.30 am to 12
noon at Wallingford School. More details at http://www.kepc.co.uk/news.php or email
lorna.waters@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Kidmore End Cricket Club … from page 6
All three teams will be hoping to finish the season strongly and give themselves a chance of
promotion come the final games of the year.
The club's next social event takes place on July 18, with an evening barbecue at their ground in
Gallowstree Common following the 1st XI's home match against Finchampstead 2s.
The Kidmore Beasts are then off on their annual tour to Gloucestershire. The tour kicks off on
Sunday, July 24 and runs until Tuesday, July 26, with matches against old rivals Down
Hatherley and Red Marley.
Aaron Frank
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Celebration for the Queen’s 90th Birthday
The whole parish celebrated the Queen’s 90th Birthday on 11th and 12th June 2016. On Saturday
11th we held a Celebration Picnic on the school playing fields in Kidmore End, starting at 12 noon.
Many thanks to Jeremy Havers and Kate Winter who helped to plan and organise the afternoon,
and also to Mrs Hull, who
opened the school for us,
and Matt who provided
invaluable IT support. On
the playing fields, there was
live streaming of the TV
coverage of the trooping of
the colours, and a bouncy
castle for the children. Many
local families from the parish
and also from Sonning
Common and Caversham
joined in the celebrations
and we all had a wonderful
afternoon. Eggs and
spoons, and hoops were
kindly lent by Nicky LiddonHorncastle from the PreSchool, so the children and
adults were able to participate in races which livened up the afternoon. Everyone had so much fun
that the party only started to break up at 5pm!
On 12th June there was a joint Service of Thanksgiving for the life and service of HM The Queen at
St John’s Church. The Benefices of Rotherfield Peppard, Kidmore End and Sonning Common
jointly held the service, and the church was full. Please see the article from Neil Scott for further
details.
Also on 12 June,
Tokers Green
celebrated the
Queen’s 90th
Birthday by
holding a Big
Picnic Lunch,
organised by
Fiona. The
weather was not
as clement as the
previous day, but
the picnickers
enjoyed their
lunch and the
chance to chat
and socialise with
neighbours!
Thank you to everyone who organised and came along to support these events.
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
At this time of year, a teacher’s diary becomes a rather chaotic affair. Next year’s diaries have
already arrived and we are looking longingly at those clear days when we will get all the jobs done
on the to-do list. But looking beyond the slight panic induced by a glance at the weeks ahead,
what becomes apparent is the huge range of activities that form a rich and interesting primary
curriculum, with learning both in and out of the classroom.
This term in school, we have celebrated the Queen’s birthday, given out times tables awards,
assessed Mathematics, Reading and Writing, held an Internet Safety evening for parents,
organised a cookery club for KS1 and enjoyed gardening lessons taught by Mr Stainthorp.
Last week, the whole school set off for a day trip to Hill End, an Oxfordshire Outdoor Centre west
of Oxford. Working in mixed age groups, at the request of the School Council, the children
completed activities such as pond-dipping, den-building and orienteering. As well as teachers and
teaching assistants, we were delighted that Allen, our Athletics coach, was able to join us, as well
as Mrs Knight, taking a well-deserved break from her role as School Business Manager to enjoy a
day with the children outdoors. We are fortunate that our School Association, KESA, were kind
enough to fully fund this trip.
Also, last week, we enjoyed
sporting success, with
children from every year
group taking part in Quad
Kids tournaments and with
our two Key Stage Two
teams reaching the County
Finals.
We are culturally active too,
with our Choir participating in
the amazing Festival of
Voices at Dorchester Abbey
last Wednesday. Children
from our school take part in
community events, with
children singing at Church as
part of the Queen’s birthday
Thanksgiving Service and
accompanying me to the
service as well as enjoying the Village picnic.
So the children are very busy and as a result engaged in their learning, because it does not look
the same from one day to the next. Over the next few weeks they have Sports Day and some
class trips to enjoy, as well as events where they can share their learning with their parents. We
have a Sustainability Day planned with RISC in Reading, and will be taking part in the Send My
Friend to School campaign. We also have transition activities planned for children to get to know
their new teachers.
Finally, we will have to say goodbye to Year Six, as they move on to their new schools and the
next stage of their education. As well as joining in whole-school activities, they have been busy
too with cycle training, bread-making and bell-boating, and are now busy in rehearsal of their
Leavers’ Play. I hope as they move on to secondary school they continue to engage and show
enthusiasm for the many more opportunities that will be offered to them, as well as reflecting
fondly on their time at primary school. We will also reflect on their time with us, before drawing
breath to do it all again next year!
Linda Hull

Headteacher
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KIDMORE END CE (VA) PRIMARY SCHOOL
Chalkhouse Green Road, Kidmore End, Reading, RG4 9AU
Tel: 0118 972 3149

Email: office@kidmore-end.co.uk

www.kidmore-end.co.uk

MID-DAY SUPERVISOR

Required for September 2016 term

me only

We are based in a beautiful rural location within easy reach of Reading and South
Oxfordshire. We can offer you a dedicated, friendly staff team and training
opportunities in key skills such as first aid. We are looking for reliable individuals
with good communication skills, the ability to work as part of a team and maintain
confidentiality at all times.
3-5 days a week, 1.5 hours a day. Salary Grade 4 point 11 £8.04 per hour (plus
holiday pay)
Duties and skills required:


Setting up and tidying of hall for lunch which involves lifting tables and chairs



Supervising children eating their lunch and afterwards during their play time
facilitating a relaxed, safe and happy break



First aid duties

You will find out more about the school on the website or telephone the school to
arrange a visit and see us in action.
Closing date 5th September, shortlisted candidates will be informed by telephone or
email.
Informal interviews will be held in the week beginning 12th September.
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Housing, The Local Plan And Neighbourhood Plans
As I have mentioned in my general report, the District Council has initiated a consultation on the
main principles to support its next Local Plan, which is designed to act as the blueprint for
development in South Oxfordshire from 2017 to 2032.
The most significant issue in the Plan for most of southern South Oxfordshire is that of increasing
the number of dwellings. There is general recognition that there is significant demand for housing
in the South East of England, although there is no real agreement as to the number of homes
required and where they should be. In this connection a Strategic Housing Market Analysis
(SHMA) was undertaken collectively on behalf of the Oxfordshire Councils. This came up with a
much higher number of homes than was provided for in the District Council’s current core strategy,
although there are people and organisations who believe that economic growth will not be at a
level to require the housing growth suggested in the SHMA.
The District Council is therefore framing its Local Plan against a background of needing to find
sites for more houses than hitherto, and is looking for instance at changing its policies regarding
development in relatively rural settings like this parish. The recently published consultation
document suggests that the communities should plan for 5% growth in the housing stock in the
“smaller villages” over the coming 15 years.
I am sure that you will all have noticed that planning applications in the parish have included new
houses of late, rather than the steady fare of house extensions. Aside from the 6 affordable
housing units on an exception site in Gallowstree Common, built last year to service local housing
need, there have been a number of other new properties approved. Permission was granted last
year for 3 additional units in Gallowstree Common, while this year approvals have been given for
10 new units, or conversions of buildings to housing use; 3 in Cane End, 2 in Gallowstree
Common and 5 in Tokers Green.
In general, your Council has not opposed these applications, all of which have been in respect of
existing garden land. The Council did oppose the development at Tokers Green, for 6 units on the
site of a large property which was demolished, on grounds of overdevelopment. The District
Council refused the application for this site but permission was granted on appeal to the Planning
Inspectorate. The District Council has “lost” a number of appeals as you will no doubt have read
in the print media and this is prompting them to look at increasing the number of houses to be built
into the life of the Local Plan, given the argument by developers that there is insufficient land
identified for housing.
The District Council is encouraging Parish and Town Councils to make Neighbourhood
Development Plans (NDP) – Sonning Common's Plan is about to be put to a referendum –
identifying where development should take place. Your Council has hitherto been wary of
embarking on a Neighbourhood Development Plan (or Plans, given the 5 villages in the parish) for
the reasons set out in detail in its website – www.kepc.co.uk. By its nature, an NDP presupposes
that development will occur. An initial exercise, therefore, is to discover whether this is the wish of
residents. Then the sites for the additional housing would need to be identified, in villages which
have very limited infrastructure.
As I have said, the District Council is looking for 5% housing growth in the smaller villages over
the life of the Local Plan. By our calculation that is 27 additional units across the 5 villages in this
parish. By the way, the recent approvals I mentioned above would not count against our “target”.
NDPs are not cheap ventures, although the District Council is offering financial inducements and
support at present. An NDP also requires much more manpower than is at your Council’s
disposal, so we would need to find many committed volunteers to drive the process. It is not a fast
continued on page 13
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Housing, The Local Plan And Neighbourhood Plans

...from page 12

process either: The District Council reckons that a plan should take about 18 months with support
but experience elsewhere suggests that it takes longer.
We would very much like to hear from you on this subject – please contact me at
chairman@kepc.co.uk, or via the Council’s website.
May I also re-iterate the message in my general piece? Do please respond to the District
Council’s consultation on the Local Plan.
https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/south/planning/pol/poj2016/poj2016
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

MATTERS OF LIFE AND DEATH
THANK YOUs, FEEDBACK AND GOING FORWARD
On Wednesday 18th May, around 150 people came through the doors of
Sonning Common Village Hall for the themed Open Day ‘Matters of Life and
Death’. Organised by Dr Ellen and nurses Rika Adams and Pam Alcorn, this
followed on from the Advanced Care Planning workshops. We have had some
really positive and encouraging feedback from the exhibitors, the general public
and our colleagues. Our aim was to get people talking about ‘death’ in a positive
and comfortable way, for it to be an uplifting experience rather than sad and
depressing, and we all know that death is part of life for us all.
The weather was not in our favour, but we offered a warm welcome, refreshment and musical
entertainment. The exhibitors were approachable and the talks were described as excellent,
interesting and encouraging, making serious subjects accessible. Overall, the day was described
as “an inspiring day, having a ‘buzzy’ energy, creating a feeling of trust”.
Our 17 exhibitors were really impressed by the support from the local community and the genuine
interest and enthusiasm shown by the public. They also commented on the opportunity to meet
with others representing different areas of expertise surrounding the end of life and the importance
of opening conversations around death, dying and bereavement.
Despite having only one hour to set everything up, Dr Burnett opened the day at 10.00am as we
had planned. Thanks to Jim, Clive, Sue, Chrissie, Tess and several stall holders for helping each
other. Thank you also to the team from Sue Ryder, for your help and support along the way and
with printing the programmes and posters.
Thank you to our stall holder volunteers in the main hall - we had
representatives from Sue Ryder Hospice, Age UK, Befriending
Services (Carers Oxfordshire and Oxbel), Blandy & Blandy
(Solicitors), AB Walker (Funeral Directors), Woodland Burial Ground,
District Nurses, FISH, First Responders, Message in a Bottle (Henley
Lions), Gardiners (Care), Cruse, Organ Donation, Motor Neurone
Disease, Dementia UK, SCAS Ambulance Service and Advanced
Care Planning.
Coffee, tea and biscuits were generously donated by the Co-Op and
three loaves of bread by One Stop. The fantastic cakes and soups
were donated by the staff from the health centre. Thank you to the
ladies who set up and ran our kitchen during the day. We received
over £150.00 in donations, which will go towards our running costs
Continued on page 15
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from Pre-School during
our run up to the end of the
academic year. The last
couple of weeks have been
filled with much activity,
tempered unfortunately by the
disappointing weather.
On the downside we were
forced to cancel our official
sports day at the last minute.
The health and safety of our
children is always our first
concern and the field at the
big school was too wet for
safe racing. We will be
holding little sports events at
Pre-School instead. We were
all disappointed when the
weather intervened.
Happily, yet still soggily, our
Summer Fete at Kidmore End
Primary School still took place.
There was something very
English about us all sheltering
in the marquee listening to the
slightly damp Ukulele band
playing hopeful songs like
‘Bring Me Sunshine’, while a
monsoon raged outside!
There were all sorts of fun
activities and entertainment for
all the family including the
ever popular tractor rides, in
between the showers! Our
Committee worked so hard to

make this a success and
despite the weather we still
managed to raise £1,500
which we were pleased with.
Thank you to those of you who
came along to support us, and
huge thanks to Mrs Hull for
allowing the fete to be at the
Primary School.
Due to popular demand, we
held another Open Afternoon
for prospective new parents
on Friday 24 June. It was
great to welcome seven
families to Pre-School and to
show them what we do.
And that’s us for now. We are
looking forward to our end of
term party this Friday at
Kidmore End Cricket Pavilion
with a touch of sadness as we
say goodbye to our 16
leavers. 13 of them are off to
Kidmore End Primary School
in September and we do wish
them all good wishes for their
start at ‘big school’. We will
be sad to see them go but
look forward to hearing how
they get on, and in the
meantime we wait to welcome
our new families to Pre-School
in September.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small Pre-School set in a rural

Best wishes
Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. We are
always looking for new
committee members, not
necessarily with children still
at the Pre-School. If this is
something that you might be
interested in taking on - it’s not
a huge time commitment, but
it is a really important
contribution to the running of
the Pre-School - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We
would welcome the support.
I do still have a limited number
of spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful Pre-School, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know. You
can contact me on
0118 9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible. Please see our
website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk

for further information.
We wish you a very happy
Summer holiday.
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Sonning Common Health Walks 20th Anniversary Celebrations
Sunday 24th April saw Sonning Common Health Walks celebrate their 20th Anniversary. It was a
wonderful day! Fantastic, exuberant, friendly and just plain good fun. A Sunday to remember for
years to come.
We were thrilled with the number of people who turned up either to join us in one of our two
walks or to attend the celebration tea. When planning the tea we guesstimated the event might
attract 60 overall but I lost track on the day when I reached 120ish. We now believe the actual
total was nearer 150.
I can only now stop myself from mentally ticking off my daily countdown/checklist … cakes, hall
booking, photo displays, décor/flowers, tidy uppers, washer uppers, prosecco, weather and of
course Speakers (human ones), would the Speakers turn up on the day?
Well I needn’t have worried. Everyone was on top form, happy and smiling, mixing with old(!)
friends and new. The British (and Spanish Cel & Antonita) really are good at these sort of things
aren’t they?
Three great speeches - thanks to Dr William Bird, Val Lunn & Dr Tess Harris summarising for us
from 20 years ago to today the conception, birth and development of this healthy movement
based on a simple activity simply known as walking. What marvellous memories were recalled
and what splendid hope for the future.
Finally, thanks must go to you the walkers, past and present, you really did yourselves proud.
Without you there would be no club, no walk, no chat, no memories of many happy walking days
and lasting friendships made. A HUGE THANK YOU to you all … and KEEEEP WALKING.
If you would like to join us on any of our free walks please see our timetable at
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/timetable
David Birtwistle SCHW Chairman

Matters Of Life And Death

from Page 11

and any future expenses. During the lunch hour the Ukulele Band played; a welcome break for us!
Thank you to Susan Rusman and Karen Guy for arranging the 12 players. Thank you also to the
men who spontaneously put the tables and chairs away, clearing the hall at the end of the day.
So, thank you so, so much to everyone who helped willingly - we could not have had such a
successful day without the help of so many volunteers!
We will continue our Advanced Care Planning Workshops held at Sonning Common Health
Centre. Places can be booked by contacting the surgery, the next being held on 21st September,
24th October, 16th November and 7th December.
We are also considering to offer specialist workshops with visiting speakers
covering similar themes that were touched upon during our open day. These
speakers may include solicitors, funeral directors, organ donation and
perhaps asking the ambulance service to run a first aid work shop focused
on the elderly. Please contact Sonning Common Health Centre or look at
our website for further information.
Any feedback or suggestions from you would be gratefully received.
Dr Ellen, Rika and Pam
‘Talking about death does not bring it closer … it’s about planning for life’
(Please drop your feedback or suggestions into Reception, or send an e-mail to schcreception@nhs.net - Ed)
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Local Weather Report: Spring 2016
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

March

10.6

51

1.8

35

70

2.7

14

0.55 (9th)

April

13.6

56

4.2

40

53

2.1

13.5

0.53 (15th)

May

17.8

64

9.3

49

59

2.3

16.8

0.66 (18th)

182

7.1

Rainfall - 3 months to end of May 2016

The mild winter, which saw daffodils flowering before Christmas, was followed by a cool spring that
meant the spring bulbs continued to flower until after Easter. March and April were cooler and
wetter than in 2015, May started warm with five consecutive days (5th to 9th) where the maximum
temperature exceeded 20C/68F but then the cooler weather returned and the temperatures were
disappointing, there were two days in the last week of the month when temperatures did not reach
13C/55F.
This spring we had 52 days without rain, including one two-week period in March. However the dry
days continue to be interspersed with days of very heavy rain, which meant that we had double the
rainfall this spring compared to 2015. There were only four days which recorded more than
13mm/0.5in rain and none with more than 25mm/1 inch.
This spring we have had eight sub-zero nights with the last sub-zero night being April 1st. We
continued to have frequent ground frosts during April with the last frost on April 29th, the same date
as last year.

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 3 months to May 2016
Highest

Lowest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

March

14.9

59 (25th)

-3.9

25 (8th)

April

18.1

65 (14th)

-0.8

30 (1st)

May

24.9

77 (8th)

4.3

40 (14th)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
Conditions have been nearly perfect for pests and diseases. Slugs and
snails are thriving, weeds have grown to such huge proportions that they
are overpowering garden flowers and shrubs, and high humidity levels
have encouraged all manner of mildews and rusts. In this perfect storm of
obstacles, all the gardener can do is cope and plan.
In the press, the suggestion that glyphosate (a systemic herbicide which is
the only way for amateur gardeners to kill many pernicious weeds in the
garden) is thought to be associated with increasing rates of cancer.
Understandably, this has caused some concern for gardeners, but so far
there is no proven link, just a suggestion. Such chemicals should only be
used following the manufacturer’s instructions, and wearing gloves is only
sensible when applying any pesticide to the garden. I will be sad if
glyphosate is removed from the shelves, because it really is the only way to control ground elder
and bind weed, and the active ingredient is neutralised as soon as it touches the soil. However,
research is required to determine whether there is a cancer link or not, so all the amateur can do is
to take reasonable precautions.
Many chemicals that used to be bought over the counter are no longer available for use by
amateur gardeners. The only recourse for gardeners is to try another way. I have seen black spot
on many roses this year. My roses, which do not normally have black spot, are exhibiting signs of
this disease for the first time this year. Pick off the leaves and burn. Do not put them in your
compost heap. The only way to control this disease is to plant new varieties of black spot-free
roses. It is possible to prevent rose disease if planting in the same area where the old rose was.
Excavate a large hole, large enough for a cardboard box (about the size that 12 wine bottles come
in or larger). Put the box in the hole, then fill with new loam (from a garden centre) and plant the
rose in this. This does work! The rose is able to establish new roots in the clean soil in the box.
When the box decomposes, the rose has grown sufficiently not to be affected by rose disease.
As for controlling slugs, snails and vine weevils, I am now trying nematodes, which are best
applied to damp soil which is not cold. So far, conditions have been perfect for nematodes, so I
will report on whether the results are good in a future article.
Keep on dead-heading to keep the colour throughout the summer. We all know that we need a bit
of colour to raise the spirits on a damp and wet day.
Caroline Aldridge (Gardener for nearly 30 years and still learning)
Phone: 01189 723700
e-mail: caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Summer 2016

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Summer 2016

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

21 Sep 2016
19 Oct 2016
23 Nov 2016
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors

Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680
Citizens Advice Bureau -

08444 111 444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
Pre-booked appointments - every weekday
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri

10 am - 1 pm
10 am - 3 pm
10 am - 4 pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to any member of the
editorial board or directly to the
website webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
02 Sep 2016.

10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)
10 am - 11 am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 0118 972 3700 (Editor)
Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde (sheila_forde@hotmail.com )
Parish Council website
email:

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

www.kepc.co.uk
webmaster@kepc.co.uk

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

Subscriptions will be spent on books, which will all be identified with a
FoSCL bookplate.

Members of the Volunteers' Steering Group are currently running
FoSCL but will stand for re-election at the AGM.

To become a Friend please complete the application form below. For
an annual subscription of £10 you will be registered as a member. You
will be sent a receipt and in due course an invitation to the Annual
General Meeting later this year, when you can hear how the money is
being spent.

First set up in 1998, the Friends each paid a subscription to help buy
books. Since then, the group has also helped to fight two successful
campaigns to save the library, the most recent in 2010/11, but it is no
longer active.

The central library book fund is being cut and the Sonning Common
Library Manager’s fund is being done away with altogether. To help
make up the shortfall, the Friends of Sonning Common Library
(FoSCL) is being revived as a way of raising funds.

The cuts to Oxfordshire County Council’s budget, which made it
necessary to find volunteers to help run the library, are now
threatening the book fund.

The team supports the professional staff by, among other things,
shelving books, running story-times, helping customers use the selfservice machines and delivering books to people in the community.

Since August 2014 Sonning Common Library has been run with the
help of enthusiastic volunteers.

Friends of Sonning Common Library

Email : friendsofsonningcommonlibrary@gmail.com

If you would like to pay online or require an additional application form please contact
FoSCL by email.

Please tick only if you require a paper receipt

Cheques should be made payable to Friends of Sonning Common Library. Receipts
will be sent by email.

(which includes an extra donation of)

I enclose a cheque for:

Your details will not be shared with others without your permission

Mobile:

Telephone
Home:

Email address:

Postcode:

Address:

Name:

Sonning Common Library, Grove Road, Sonning Common RG4 9RH.

Please fill in the form below and either deliver or post it to

Friends of Sonning Common Library
APPLICATION FORM

