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A New Bus Service for the Parish
Your Parish Council has been in discussion with the FISH Volunteer Centre about the possibility of running a
weekly bus service to Reading now that the public bus service has finished. As a result of these talks FISH
have agreed to run a trial service for three months from
October to December.
The service will normally run on Monday afternoons but one
week each month will move to a Tuesday afternoon to
accommodate a previously arranged FISH bus booking.
There will be three pick-up locations:



The Reformation at Gallowstree Common at 12.40 pm.



The New Inn at Kidmore End at 12.45 pm.



The junction of Chalkhouse Green Lane and Kidmore End Road at 12.55 pm.

The bus will travel to Reading and drop passengers at the rear of Marks & Spencer in Friar Street at 1.15 pm.
The return journey will pick-up from the same
location at 4.15 pm. and stop at the same
locations as on the outward journey.
The FISH minibus can accommodate 16
passengers and places must be booked in
advance to guarantee a seat.

The service will operate on the dates shown here:
October

Monday 3rd, 17th, 24th, 31st and Tuesday 11th

November Monday 7th, 21st, 28th and Tuesday 15th
December Monday 12th, 19th and Tuesday 6th

To book a place on any journey please telephone the FISH Volunteer Centre 0118 972 3986 between 9.30
am and 11.30am on any weekday. Please understand that this can be a busy line and if you find the line
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Chairman's Report
My aim in these reports is to update everyone on current issues affecting the Parish, hopefully
written in a way that will catch your interest, as many of the topics sound lacklustre but may be
critical to the future shape of where we live. There have been a number of developments in every
sense of the word over the summer in the Parish.
But first of all, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Rector, Revd James Stickings,
and to the many new families who have moved into the Parish. Revd Stickings has written to
introduce himself and you can find this on page 6.
To plan or not to plan
A significant current issue for the Council is whether or not we should have a Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP). This is something that the Council has debated long and hard about
and until now we have decided not to proceed for the reasons listed on page 12 and on the
grounds of cost and effectiveness (see the Winter/Spring 2016 edition of the newsletter).
At the most recent Town and Parish Forum held by South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) we
saw a presentation about the Local Plan consultation and there was a big push for all Parish
Councils to develop their own NDPs. The Local Plan includes housing development in South
Oxfordshire up to 2032 and the consultation contained a suggestion that small villages which do
not currently have a housing allocation would take on 5%-10% of new builds.
In our Parish this would equate to 27 new properties. So far in 2016 planning permission has been
given for 11 new properties; 6 in Tokers Green, 2 in Gallowstree Common and 2 in Cane End and
1 in Kidmore End. This would suggest that 27 is a feasible target.
The Council met with a District Council planning officer to discuss the issue. She felt that the
Parish would be vulnerable to unwanted development if we did not have an NDP, especially in the
south adjacent to Reading.
However, without SODC having a 5 year land supply (a Government planning requirement), it
seems as if an NDP may not protect us from developers getting plans approved on sites outside
the NDP. This is illustrated by the recent events relating to Thames Farm near Shiplake, a site
which is not in Henley and Harpsden’s NDP. SODC had been suggesting that planning permission
might be given owing to the lack of a 5 year land supply, although they now have now changed this
suggestion and refused permission. Further information on NDPs is available in previous
newsletters and on the SODC website1.
We would like to know if you are interested in having a public meeting to discuss this further.
Please email the clerk to the council at clerk@kepc.co.uk or phone me on 0118 9723456.
Continued on page 3

A New Bus Service for the Parish

from page 1

engaged you may have to ring again. When you are connected tell the volunteer that you want to
book for the ‘Kidmore End Service’ and give your name, a contact telephone number, the date(s)
you wish to travel and most importantly where you wish to board the bus. Do not leave a message
on the answer phone.
Bookings for any month can be made from the 20th of the previous month but not before e.g. from
20th September for journeys in October. This service is open to passengers over 18 years and will
be free on production of a senior bus pass or payment of £4 with no bus pass.
Following this trial period any changes to the service will be announced in the next parish
newsletter.
The Parish Council
1

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans
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You may be interested to know that the referendum on Sonning Common’s NDP will be taking
place in the Village Hall on Thursday 29th September. Residents who live within the SCNDPdesignated area will be able to vote. If the Plan is approved by 50% or more of the voters then it
will become a legally recognised planning document and will be used - along with SODC’s Core
Strategy (Local Plan) and national planning policies - to determine new planning applications until
2027. See website for further information1.
Mini-bus service
You will be aware that the public bus service through the parish has now ended after losing its
subsidy. We have been working with FISH to provide a mini-bus service in its place. The
arrangement is for a mini-bus to run once a week on a Monday or a Tuesday. Seats will need to
be booked in advance. It will be run as a 3 month trial, so please use it. If usage is low, then the
service may be discontinued. Please see the article from FISH on page 1 for more information and
the last page of this newsletter for a easy to read schedule.
Recycling facility at Oakley Wood
Oxfordshire County Council have recently been consulting about rubbish and recycling in the
County and they included questions about closing sites. As residents of Oxfordshire we are no
longer permitted to use the centre at Island Road, Reading. If the Oakley Wood site were to close,
our nearest site would be Redbridge, Oxford, which is 21 miles away. When responding to the
consultation the Council made this point. I think it would be prudent for as many people as
possible to write to the relevant lead county councillor who is local to us, David Nimmo Smith
david.nimmo-smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk. This will enable him to say that the local need has been
reported to him by considerable numbers of constituents which will help him to support keeping the
Oakley Wood site open, should there be calls for further cuts.
Broadband
Fast broadband in the Parish is getting closer. BT is in the process of getting planning permission
for cabinets by the pond in Kidmore End and near the electricity substation at Tokers Green. It has
been a long wait for some of us but hopefully we will all have faster broadband by June 2017.
Play areas
The fund raising for the play area at Gallowstree Common has had a great boost with a successful
grant application to SODC capital grants fund. The play area has also had a donation of £50 from
the Kidmore End Cricket Club and £500 from the Doris Field Charitable Trust. We are getting
closer to our target of £60,398.80. £47,826 has been raised to date, leaving us still £12,573 short.
Further fund-raising events are being arranged and more decisions on requests for funds are
awaited. You can see an illustration of the planned equipment on page 8. We will also be
installing grass safety surfacing at both the Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End play areas.
Other local matters
You will know from previous newsletters that the Parish Council is being encouraged by OCC to
take on further responsibilities, one being cutting the verges in the Parish. This is currently the
responsibility of OCC, although they have not yet cut them this year. On the plus side we can
arrange the cuts when they are needed, but the down side is the additional cost to the Parish. We
are currently at the stage of getting quotes for verge cutting, prior to making a decision on the way
forward, and will keep you informed.
On a related subject, some roadside hedges are beginning to billow into the carriageway, impeding
the flow of traffic, including cyclists and pedestrians. It is the responsibility of the owners of the
Continued on page 5
1

http://www.scpc-ndp.co.uk/1.html
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The Parish Church
First of all the good news. We are to have a new rector,
having been without one since Fr Graham’s retirement a
year ago. The Revd James Stickings has been appointed
as Rector of Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End &
Sonning Common, and his Service of Induction will be in
St John’s Church at 7.30pm on Thursday 29th September.
At present he is coming to the end of his position as Assistant Curate at Holy Trinity Church,
Headington Quarry. We look forward to welcoming James together with his wife, Gillian, and their
young daughter.
Secondly the not-so-good news is that our Associate Priest, the Revd Susan Cooper, is moving to
a new post as Priest-in-Charge of a Parish in Purleigh, Essex. So it’s good news for Susan since
the move will take her and her husband, Ron, to an area they know well and where they will be
closer in distance to family members and old friends. Susan will have been with us for two and a
half years, during which time she has become very much a part of the community and given very
generously of her time and skills. We shall miss her and Ron enormously and wish her well in her
new post. For her part, Susan wrote in the July issue of The Lamb and Flag “My last service with
you will be on Sunday 28 August. Both Ron and I are excited about this new opportunity but also
sad to leave the many friends we have made in this very special Benefice. Part of us will remain
here and you will always be in my prayers.”
The traditional Harvest Festival at which thanks are offered for the safe gathering in of the harvest
originated in the nineteenth century when it replaced the secular Harvest Home. Our service this
year at St John’s will be at 11am on Sunday 18 September.
All Soulstide is the time we hold a special service for those who wish to remember dear
ones who have died, possibly but not exclusively in the last year. The service will be held this year
in St John’s at 4.30pm, on Sunday 30 October or Sunday 6 November (date to be confirmed). All
are welcome, whether regular churchgoers or not. Those present at the service, who so wish, will
be able to light a candle in memory of someone/those whom they love but see no longer.
Additionally, a list
of names of those
Christmas Services
asked to be
Sunday 4 December
4.30pm Christingle Service at St John’s
specially
remembered will
Friday 16 December
7.30pm Service of Carols and Readings at St John’s
be read out. Such
Saturday 24 December
4.30pm Christingle Service at Christ the King,
names should be
Sonning Common
submitted
11.00pm
Midnight Mass at St John’s
beforehand to one
of the
Christmas Day
9.30am Family Eucharist with Carols at Christ the King,
Sonning Common
Churchwardens –
Mr Robert Lynch
10.30am Family Eucharist with Carols at St John’s
(0118 972 4699),
Mrs Karen
Broadbent (0118 972 4606).
Remembrance Sunday this year will be on 13 November and those wishing to attend the
service at the War Memorial (in Kidmore End) are requested to assemble at 10.50am. After the
service at the War Memorial, there is a service in St John’s Church, at which all are welcome and
at which the British Legion colours, together with those of the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers, are
received into the sanctuary.
continued on page 5...
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hedges to keep them clipped, so if your hedge is beginning to make the road narrow, please cut it
back now.
We continue to work on the change to the boundary of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty that
runs through the parish and are looking to work with Shiplake Parish Council on this matter.
The Parish Council’s 2 phone boxes are being upgraded. The one at Chalkhouse Green is the
priority, due to its poor condition, where we are in the process of painting it and repairing the glass.
We would still like to hear from you about what they should be used for via email
clerk@kepc.co.uk. Suggestions to date are:





Local information – footpath maps and cycle routes.
Books that can be taken and returned or other books returned.

Information about telephone exchanges – history of phones.
On pages 13 and 15 you will find updates about the third Thames bridge and unitary government
for Oxfordshire.
The Parish Council still has spaces if anyone is interested becoming a councillor. For information
about the Council please contact any councillor, the contact details are on the website and new
ideas and thoughts are always welcomed.
To my mind the most pressing issue that we have at the moment is whether or not we have a
neighbourhood development plan, so please give this some thought and get back to us via email
at clerk@kepc.co.uk or phone me 0118 972 3456
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

The Parish Church ...from page 4
Look out for details of our Christmas Fair (a joint school/church event) – possibly the best
Christmas Fair in the area! – which will be held in Kidmore End School on Saturday 19 November.
Since this is likely to be the last issue of the newsletter before Christmas, details of our Christmas
services are being included now. It is suggested however that these dates be checked nearer the
time by referring to our church magazine or to our website www.lambandflag.org or by
checking the notices on our splendid NEW notice board (near the entrance to the
school playground).
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January
each year. Look out for details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion.
Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)

Do you have news or information which would be of
interest to other residents in the Parish?
Or do you have something to celebrate?
Let us know by emailing or calling any of the newsletter team members
(Contact details at the bottom of page18)
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A Note From Our New Rector
Dear Friends
I’ve been asked to write a short piece about myself so
that when I take up my role as your new Rector at the
end of September, you’ll have at least a bit of a notion
of who I am!
The first thing you may notice about me is that I have
an accent that’s very difficult to place. I was born in
Canada and lived in various countries as a child,
before settling in England (my father is originally from
Kent) at the age of seventeen. I read History at
university and also did a lot of singing as a choral
scholar in my college choir. Just after university I
married Gillian; early in our marriage we spent three
years living and working in Ghana, where she was
born and brought up. Our daughter Judith was born in
2003, whilst I was a teacher at Bradfield College, just
west of Reading.
It was at Bradfield that I started to act on the niggling
feeling that I should explore the possibility of
ordination. To cut a long story short, we eventually
moved to Ripon College Cuddesdon, near Oxford, for my theological training, and I was ordained
deacon in 2012 and priest in 2013. My curacy was at Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry, famous for
being C.S. Lewis’ parish church.
But of course there’s more to me than a list of dates! I enjoy cooking elaborate and complicated
meals (but the cleaning up less so). Music (mainly classical and jazz, but I’m open to any good
music) is deeply important to me. (One of my favourite quotes is by the German philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche: “Without music, life would be a mistake.”) I like to read modern fiction,
history, and poetry; and I enjoy watching sport and going for long walks.
Maybe the most relevant thing about me, though, in terms of my new role as Rector, is that I am
passionate about commending the richness and integrity of the Christian way to our world, and
also about providing a warm welcome to any and all who want to explore it with us. I’m also
convinced that the Church has an important role to play in serving local communities.
I hope this will give you some idea of who I am. Gillian, Judith and I look forward to getting to
know you over the weeks, months, and years to come; and I’m very excited about serving the
parishes of Rotherfield Peppard and Kidmore End & Sonning Common as Rector.
God bless,
James
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Website News Review
Your Parish Council Webmaster has been hard at work since May 2016 to enable
the website to be ‘smart phone friendly’. From September 2016, it should be easier
to navigate the website using your smart phone or tablet. Thank you, David, for all your hard work.
It is now even quicker to use the website to check which bins should be put out on bin day.
Don’t forget that the website is packed full of useful information which is not covered in this
newsletter relating, amongst other things, to health services, carer support, our MP, local
allotments and tai-chi classes!
Please see http://www.kepc.co.uk/ so that you are kept updated and informed.

Kidmore End Cricket Club
Kidmore End Cricket Club were unable to turn their fortunes around in the second
half of the year as the season petered out for all three senior teams.
The 1st XI enjoyed a strong finish to the season, climbing from seventh at the half
way point to fourth in Division 2a with several convincing victories. The team's
biggest win of the season came away against Tring Park 2s. Kidmore posted a
score of 235 for 7 off their 52 overs, with youngster Jake Easton top scoring with 86, and then
bowled out the hosts for just 33. Kidmore's Abid Ul-Wahab was declared man of the match for his
incredible figures of 8 for 16.
Ul-Wahab claimed 40 wickets throughout the season and smashed 379 runs at 31.58, with a top
score of 144.
The 2nd XI finished 7th in Division 7a following a disappointing season. Their biggest win of the
season was at home against Theale & Tilehurst 3s. Cameron Livingstone-Smith smashed 104 not
out as Kidmore declared on 262 for 6 off 46 overs. They then bowled out their visitors for 99,
claiming a 163 run victory with leg-spinner Will Patey finishing with figures of 5 for 25. New
Kidmore chairman Mark New was the team's leading run scorer, with 523 runs at an average of
40.23, which included two centuries and two fifties. Azhar Udeen was the pick of the bowlers with
35 wickets at an average of 17.77, including four 5-wicket hauls.
The 3rd XI finished in ninth place with just three victories all season. Veteran Greg Clark was the
side's leading run scorer with 280 runs at an average of 93.33, including a top score of 146 not
out, while captain Todd Butler was the leading wicket taker with 13 at an average of
31.62.
The club's award night is being held at Caversham Heath Golf Club on Friday,
September 16th. The club will be celebrating the efforts of those who starred with bat
and ball over the season.
Aaron Frank
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Get Your Voluntary Activity on the Map
A new initiative, Locl Oxfordshire, is mapping online Oxfordshire’s small voluntary groups: what
they are doing, where and how much of it. The goal of the project is to demonstrate the value of
local voluntary groups operating in Oxfordshire and to provide a platform for joined up working.
Over 150 voluntary organisations have signed up to date and their collective impact is impressive.
90,000 beneficiaries have been helped through the efforts of more than 6000 volunteers. Half a
million hours of support are being provided every year. Very much a case of ‘great things are
done by a series of small things being brought together.
Locl Oxfordshire also helps voluntary sector groups to connect and exchange information.
Groups are using the site to organise shared training days and to ask each other about issues as
diverse as finding trustees and renting office space.
If you are involved in a local voluntary organisation do consider adding your group’s details. The
more participants the more powerful this resource will be.
To find out more or to sign up, visit www.locl.org/oxfordshire.
For more information contact Toby Staveley, Founder of Locl, at toby@locl.org or on
07733 058588 // 01865 600202
www.locl.org

Play Equipment for Gallowstree Common

This is the wonderful looking Playdale Jukebox equipment for the play area at Gallowstree
Common. It was the most popular choice.
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Fundraising for a Defibrillator for Tokers Green & Chazey
Heath
We have launched a campaign to raise £1500 for a Defibrillator for the village. Once we raise the
money, local charity “Millie`s Dream” have offered to support us with installation costs and
organising training sessions for those who want to learn more about CPR and use of the
defibrillator.
By the time this goes to print we will have had our village Curiosity Trail, with lots of locals having
stalls outside their houses and hopefully lots of money raised.
Please do come and support our forthcoming fundraising events:
Quiz night: Saturday 12th November at The Club at Mapledurham RG4 7UD.
Why not organise a team of up to 8 people, or just make up a team on the night?
Tickets (must be bought in advance) £10 to include supper: telephone Fiona or Andrew on
0118 948 4702 or Teresa on 0118 972 2840. Bar opens 7pm for a 7.30pm start.
Carol singing around Tokers Green: Sunday 18th December 5.30pm - 7pm
Meet at the post box at the junction of Rokeby Drive and Tokers Green Lane.
Mulled wine and mince pies afterwards for all carol singers.
If you would like to donate to the campaign or would like information on the events, please phone
0118 9484702 or email Fiona.h2009@hotmail.co.uk.

Download the 'SAVE A LIFE' App from The Ambulance Service
Is there a defibrillator in your village?
Save a Life is a free Android and Apple app from South Central
Ambulance Service that uses GPS functionality to show where your
nearest defibrillator is.
It also features videos, cardiopulmonary resuscitation instructions and a
section that will answer many of your cardiac arrest and heart attack
questions. Go to www.scas.nhs.uk/savealife and find your nearest
defibrillator before it's too late.

South Oxfordshire Green Bin Collection Changes
From November, SODC are changing the green bin rules. You will either have to put all your
recycling in the bin loose or use transparent bin bags. They will not empty green bins that contain
bin bags which are not transparent. For full information go to the SODC website using the
following link. http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/recycling-rubbish-andwaste/changes-your-recycling-services-november-2016
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
It doesn’t take long at the start
of the school year to get back
into the swing of things. The
children have only just
returned to school and already
it feels like we have never
been away. Staff have
worked hard throughout the
summer setting up classrooms
and making the school look
marvellous. Work is
completed on the Learning
Zone, with an amazing
American diner themed
cookery area designed and
built by our very own Mr Shaw
– it really is spectacular. We
just need to get the books into
the library and the cookery
equipment into cupboards and
it will be ready for use. In the
meantime, we have also had
much of our flat roof and
skylights replaced which will
hopefully mean a watertight
winter.
Unfortunately, the summer
has also seen some minor
acts of vandalism in the school
playground, which has made
us rather sad. We leave our
gates open to enable parking
for church services and easy
access to the church for local
residents, and are very happy
to have our facilities used for
planned events such as the
Pre-School fun day or picnic
Linda Hull

Headteacher

for the Queen’s birthday.
However, it is increasingly
being used in place of the
local park, or for dog walking,
which is not appropriate.
School equipment is being
used, moved around and at
times left broken or thrown
onto the roof. Therefore, we
would like to politely remind
the local community that the
school grounds are private
property and that school
equipment is for the use of the
children of Kidmore End
School to benefit their
learning. We are fortunate to
have marvellous support from
our school association, but I
do not want to spend their
money replacing things that
should last a long time if used
properly.
Our school diary is customarily
full already, with Year Six
embarking on their residential
trip to Woodlands in Wales
next week and songs already
being practised for Harvest
Festival. It doesn’t take long
in a primary school before the
subject of Christmas is raised
and we already have dates
provisionally set for Nativity
plays and Carol Concerts. We
also have a date set for the
wonderful Kidmore End
Christmas Fair, run jointly with

the Church, which is always a
sign that the Festive Season is
fast approaching. This year’s
Fair will be on Saturday
November 19th – keep a look
out for posters with more
details!
In and amongst all the events,
trips and visitors that make our
school such a rich place to be,
we will as always be working
with our Governing Body to
develop key areas of our
curriculum and provision. One
area we will be continuing to
think about this year is having
a growth mindset – particularly
in relation to Maths. It is a
well-documented issue that
many of us are quick to say
we ‘can’t do Maths’ or that ‘I’m
not a Maths person’, without
really thinking about the
impact this has on our
children. If you are interested
in finding out more about
helping your child develop
positive attitudes to Maths, I
highly recommend the work of
Jo Boaler from Stanford
University, which can be found
through her website
www.youcubed.org. The core
message is ‘everyone can do
Maths’ and we will be working
hard to ensure that is a reality
at Kidmore End School this
year.
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Matters of Life and Death
After our Matters of Life and Death Open Day in May we decided to build on the positive
response and feedback and have arranged further Special Workshops, with guest speakers to
elaborate on their area of expertise.
Dates, subjects and speakers at these sessions are:
Monday

24/10/2016.
2.30 - 4pm

First Aid for older People and issues around Do Not
Resuscitate, Message in Bottle Scheme.
Community Responders and South Central Ambulance Service

Wednesday 16/11/2016
2.30 - 4pm

Funerals: What are my choices? Where do I start?
Tomalin Funeral Director, Andy Chanter Woodlands Burial
Custodian and Chrissie Phillips Tilbury.

Wednesday 7/12/2016
2.30 - 4pm

Bereavement, Grief, Family support & Befriending services
Ken Blanton, Sue Ryder Chaplain
Alison Clements, Sue Ryder Befriending Coordinator
Sue Nickson, 'FISH Home Visiting'

The plan is to have a short reminder of the importance of Advanced Care Planning, after which
the speaker(s) can take the stage for about 1 hour, allowing for Q&A's.
All sessions are FREE for everyone, no need to be a registered patient at SC Health Centre.
If there is a lot of interest for any of the sessions we can use the Sonning Common Village Hall.
You may come for any one session, or if you wish to all three, but it would be very helpful if you
book a place and leave your contact details:



Email schcreception@nhs.net



Telephone 0118 9722188



Drop in a note at SC Health Centre reception

There will be one more workshop just dedicated to Advance
Care Planning on Monday 10/10/2016, 2.30 - 4pm at SC
Health Centre.
For more information please refer to the SC Health Centre
website (http://www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk/) or
contact reception as above.
Dr. Ellen, Pam and Rika
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Housing, The Local Plan And Neighbourhood Plans
Reasons not to do a NDP
The Parish Council has decided, and voted on two occasions, not to undertake a
Neighbourhood Plan for the time being, for the following reasons:


the parish, as a small village, does not have a housing allocation;



most residents of the Parish were believed to be opposed to larger scale
developments, or the development of “green field” sites;



the bulk of the Parish was within the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty;



there was an infrastructure deficit, albeit varying, in all 5 settlements in the Parish,
e.g. in terms of mains’ sewerage, piped gas supplies, SuperFast Broadband, public
transport and shopping facilities;



there was a steady stream of additional housing units approved in the Parish,
although these were treated as “windfalls”;



the housing needs’ surveys undertaken on behalf of the Council had resulted in 6
units of affordable housing being completed in the Parish, in 2015;



a site which had been in the Parish until the boundary adjustment in 2014 had been
identified for housing in the draft Sonning Common Neighbourhood Development
Plan;



the cost of producing a neighbourhood development plan was widely reported to be
high, in a period when public expenditure was being significantly reduced;



the Council did not itself have the resources, in terms of personnel, to deliver a plan
or plans;



there was no certainty that residents with the necessary expertise would volunteer to
drive a development plan;



there is some funding for developing the plan, £5k from SODC and £8k from central
government, however the average cost appears to be between £16 - £20k, so there
is a considerable shortfall of monies that would need to be raised by the local council

News from Club SC
Club SC (Sonning Common Youth Club) have recently rolled in to the latest craze of
hover-boarding. Young people are now able to use the electric boards on youth club nights whilst
supervised by staff members. It's been a lot of fun and, of course, the young people have picked
the technique up much quicker than the staff members have!
In the run up to Christmas we have plenty of plans to keep our local youngsters busy, including an
autumn BBQ, Ultimate Frisbee with GB players, Karaoke, Quirk's Animal Roadshow and a
fantastic trip to go 'midnight ice skating' on Sunday 18th December.
Club SC is open on Wednesday nights for years 6 - 8 and Thursday nights for years 9 - 11, from 7
- 9pm. We are open throughout the holidays (except the Christmas break) and it
continued on page 13...
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Update on Unitary Government for Oxfordshire
The devolution of Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) has moved onto a new phase. Whereas
OCC and SODC were working on separate plans, the government has told them to work together
to sort out the issues.
Oxfordshire Unitary Government Study published
Below is a joint statement issued by all the Oxfordshire District Council Leaders and the Oxford
City Council Leader.






Matthew Barber, Leader at Vale of White Horse
John Cotton, Leader at South Oxfordshire District Council
James Mills, Leader at West Oxfordshire District Council
Bob Price, Leader at Oxford City Council
Barry Wood, Leader at Cherwell District Council

“As Leaders of Oxfordshire’s district and city councils we are pleased to jointly release our
proposition for public service reform and the future of local government in Oxfordshire.
"The two studies – carried out by the district and the county council respectively - show that there
are different alternatives for how local government is organised and there are different views on
these options. The work by the district councils favours three unitary councils working together
through a combined authority. The study by the County Council concludes that a single county
unitary would be the best option. Following discussions with civil servants, it is clear that the new
government's priorities in this area have changed and they are looking to councils to develop
consensus about governance arrangements to support a devolution deal. There are also many
commonalities in the findings of the two studies and it is important that all councils now take some
time to fully consider all of the evidence and how this might fit with the government's priorities as
they emerge over the autumn.
"Our aim has always been to seek investment in housing and transport infrastructure; to improve
skills training and develop the local economy. We are committed to working together with
Oxfordshire County Council in the best interests of our residents and over the coming months we
will be working jointly to agree a way forward with government."

News from Club SC

… from page 12

is only 50p to come in. There are refreshments on sale. For more information follow our facebook
page www.facebook.com/sonningcommonyouthcentre or email beckyclubsc@hotmail.co.uk
Becky Jenkins
Youth Leader
Club SC are currently looking for volunteers to help on Wednesday and/or Thursday evenings.
Can you help us? Just two evenings a month would help to keep the club running....
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Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the Pre-School.
The Summer holidays have
flown by and we are off and
running into Term 1. We call it
the Autumn Term but so far
perhaps we can call it the
Indian Summer Term.

As always, we will be
attending the Little Lambs
group at the church. The
children do enjoy visiting the
church once a month and
taking part in the activities
kindly provided.

This term, we welcome 4 new
children to Pre-School. Their
first few days seem to have
been successful and there
have been happy smiling
faces playing in the sun this
week.

Socially we have a few events
coming up where we look to
welcome old and new friends
to the Pre-School. Our annual
AGM is going to be held on
Tuesday 20th September from
7.30pm at the Parish Room.
This is a great opportunity to
come along and meet our
committee and find out all
about us, over a glass of wine
and some nibbles. We will
also be holding our annual
Macmillan Coffee Morning on
Friday 30th September from 9
am – 11am: all are welcome to
come along for tea, coffee,
cakes and chatter.

Our topic for this term is ‘Baby
Animals’ and we are looking
forward to exploring this with
the children. We have lots of
fun activities planned around
this theme, and are hoping to
welcome some actual baby
animals along to Pre-School
for the children to experience.
As Term 1 becomes Term 2 in
the run up to Christmas, and
as the ‘Baby Animals’ take on
a more wintery feel (think
penguins and reindeer!) we
shall be covered in glitter and
performing our annual Nativity
play, and going on a trip to the
pantomime.

And that’s us for now. It’s a
busy time of year for us, and
we are raring to go!
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small Pre-School set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. We are
always looking for new

Best wishes
Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

committee members, not
necessarily with children still
at the Pre-School. If this is
something that you might be
interested in taking on - it’s not
a huge time commitment, but
it is a really important
contribution to the running of
the Pre-School - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We
would welcome the support.
I do still have a limited number
of spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful Pre-School, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know. You
can contact me on 0118
9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible.
Please see our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk

for further
information.
We send you our
best wishes
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Third Thames Bridge Update
The Council keeps its ear to the ground for information regarding the third bridge …
Wokingham and Reading are working on a Third Thames Crossing Appraisal Specification
Report at present. The report was recently made public by MP Rob Wilson, revealing plans for
its potential location.

The document outlines plans to build a bridge linking Thames Valley Park Drive to Henley Road
by crossing over Caversham Lakes. Cllr Hudspeth, Leader of OCC, insists that stakeholders in
the project must put aside some funds first to revamp rural roads in South Oxfordshire, so they
can accommodate large numbers of vehicles crossing the bridge. Stakeholders will also be
putting in a bid to Government for funds.
It is difficult to know what is going to happen with this project. The Parish Council will be
watching closely for further information and calling on local councillors at OCC and SODC to
keep us up to date. We will ensure that any developments are communicated on the website
and in the newsletter.
Sue Biggs

P AGE 1 6

I SS UE N O . 125

Local Weather Report: Summer 2016
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Rainfall

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

June

12.4

54

19.3

67

51

2.0

12.5

0.5(19th)

July

16.3

61

23.3

74

12

0.5

3

0.1(3rd)

August

14.3

58

22.1

72

38

1.5

13

0.5(1st)

101

4.0

Rainfall - 3 months to end August 2016

This summer was drier than 2015 with 101mm/4in vs 174mm/6.8in in 2015. June was wetter
whilst July was much drier and August was drier and warmer, making the summer almost the
opposite of last year.
Last year June was the driest month of the summer, this year it was the wettest (51mm/2in vs
27mm/1.1in). July was very dry with less than 20% of the rain that fell in 2015 (12mm/0.5in vs
71mm/2.8in) and August had half the rain of 2015 (38mm/1.5in vs 76mm/2.9in)
This summer we have had 56 days without rain including two long dry spells, the longest was 16
days in August and another 12 day spell in July.
We have had 52 days when the maximum temperature has been over 20C/68F and 10 days when
the maximum temperature was over 25C/77F.

Lowest and highest temperatures for the 3 months to Aug 2016
Highest

Lowest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

June

8.3

47(3rd)

26.3

80(6th)

July

8.9

48(2nd)

30.2

86(19th)

August

10.6

51(8th)

27.8

82(24th)

Chris Brook
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Gardening
Autumn is the time for doing all those ‘catch up’ jobs
that were neglected during the summer when many
of us were unable to do anything in the garden due
to any number of excuses, including holiday
commitments or the fact that the weather was too
hot and humid to garden. I have just ‘summer
pruned’ my apple trees. This just means removing
new shoots, so that the main framework of the tree
is kept tidy; traditional gardeners may say that it is too late to summer prune, but sometimes
gardeners just have to do jobs when time permits rather than following a timetable. It is also a
good idea to tidy borders, removing dead flower heads, foliage and other debris. Not only does
this smarten up the border, but it also reduces the number of hiding places where pests and
diseases can lodge during the winter. Don’t forget to mulch the borders once there has been
sufficient rain to moisten the soil. This will improve soil fertility, friability and water-retaining
properties. In the long term, your plants will grow better and be more floriferous. Weeds will also
be easier to pull up.
Hedges have enjoyed the wet winter, spring and early summer. Many of us have already trimmed
our hedges once or even twice, but now is the time to trim them ready for winter. Not only will your
hedges look crisp and neat throughout the winter, but you will not disturb any winter-roosting birds
which rely on the cover of hedges when the weather is particularly cold.
Hopefully you have had a fantastic harvest from the veggie patch and your fruit trees. I only had to
water my vegetables twice this summer, but I must admit that I do not pamper them in anyway and
I no longer grow potatoes, which do enjoy lots of water. I have moved my leeks into the flower
border (my leeks have huge, pink, spherical flowers, which flower later than my ornamental
alliums). It also means that I am no longer bothered by the ravages of the leek moth. My shallots
were a disaster, with every bulb flowering with an attractive, white allium sphere. I very nearly cut
these flowers for the house, but they did have a rather strong smell of onions so I thought that they
would be better left in situ. My garlic was good, beans excellent, tomatoes late but with good
crops, cucumbers good, lettuces and microgreens excellent, soft fruit amazing, and apples/pears
good. I am moving my broad beans to the flower border next year where their burgundy and white
flowers will add a touch of colour to the spring border. I grew these beans so that I could add the
flowers to salads. This is an extravagant use of beans, but I have to admit that they did add a
beany flavour and exotic look to my salads, and meant that I could enjoy the flavour of broad
beans without actually eating any (I do not like the texture of broad beans).
Now is the time to review the good and the bad in your garden. If there was a fantastic planting
combination, either by accident or design, make a note now so that you can replicate it next year.
Now is the time to order seeds and make notes in the mail-order catalogues for ordering plants in
the spring. You will also want to get your spring-flowering bulbs now. If there is very little room in
your garden for more bulbs, or if you just have a space by the front door, I suggest a few Tete-aTete daffodils in a pot. These dwarf daffodils look good in a pot, and provide several weeks of
colour in the early spring when days are still dark and dismal, and summer seems a long way off.
Happy gardening!
Caroline Aldridge (Gardener for nearly 30 years and still learning)

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Autumn 2016

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Autumn 2016

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

19 Oct 2016
23 Nov 2016
14 Dec 2016
18 Jan 2017
at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ
Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.info

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680
Citizens Advice Bureau -

Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

h p://www.kepc.co.uk/
news.php#foscl-applica on

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to any member of the
editorial board or directly to the
website webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
16 December 2016.

10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)
10 am - 11 am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (caroline_aldridge@btinternet.com) 0118 972 3700 (Editor)
Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde (sheila_forde@hotmail.com )

0118 972 2052

Parish Council website
email:

Printed by Henley College Reprographics Dept.

www.kepc.co.uk
webmaster@kepc.co.uk

Contact: Nancy Barlow 01491 634107

E-mail: nbar@henleycol.ac.uk

To use this service you must book a seat and be over 18 years.

Book your seat from 20th Sep for the October Service, from 20th Oct for the November Service and from 20th November for the December Service.

To book a place phone the FISH Volunteer Centre on 0118 972 3986 between 9.30 and 11.30 am on any weekday.

You must speak to a volunteer, telling them you would like to book the Kidmore End Service

Do not leave a message. Keep trying until you are connected to a volunteer.

This is a trial service, so please book your seats. If the trial is successful, then the service will continue in 2017.











4.15pm



1.15pm

Cost: £4 or free on the production of a senior bus pass.

12.55pm

Chalkhouse Green Lane Arrive M&S Depart M&S
# Kidmore End Lane
Friar Street Friar Street



12.45pm

The New Inn

Return journey will drop off at Chalkhouse Green, The New Inn and The Reformation.

12.40pm

The Reformation



Monday 19th December 2016

Monday 12th December 2016

Tuesday 6th December 2016

Monday 28th November 2016

Monday 21st November 2016

Tuesday 15th November 2016

Monday 7th November 2016

Monday 31st October 2016

Monday 24th October 2016

Monday 17th October 2016

Tuesday 11th October 2016

Monday 3rd October 2016

DATE

Kidmore End Parish Council and FISH BUS SERVICE TO READING

