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Community First Responders
Launch their orange and green liveried vehicle
The Sonning Common/Kidmore End First Responder vehicle is the first in the country to have the new
national livery, marked up in orange and green. The team is very proud of their new vehicle which they hope
will enable them to reach their
destination even more quickly. They
do not have blue lights or any right to
travel above the speed limit but it is
hoped that other road users will give
way when they see it is an
‘emergency’ vehicle.
The Launch was held at the Vauxhall
garage on the Peppard Road on 30
September 2016, where Paul Mullin
handed over the Antara 4x4 car,
which had been supplied by them at a
favourable rate. The garage will also
provide free servicing and hosted the
event to thank all the sponsors.
A total of £15,940 was raised in 15
months through the generosity of the
local community, from fund raising events, grants from the Parish Councils and gifts from individuals/families.
continued on page 8
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Chairman's Report
I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year.
Planning
The run up to Christmas has been a busy period for local Parish Councils with numerous large
planning applications, some of which are within villages which already have Neighbourhood
Development Plans (NDPs) in place. The planning applications we have been involved with are in
Sonning Common and Eye and Dunsden, both of which have boundaries with Kidmore End and
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
The Eye and Dunsden application borders the boundary with Reading at Emmer Green. The
outline planning application has been put forward by Gladman, and the land is owned by the
Phillimore Estate. Their application is looking to put 245 houses on the site and it is not popular
with residents of Emmer Green or the local South Oxfordshire parishes. Representatives from the
local Parish Councils have met and formed CAGE - Campaign Against Gladman in Eye and
Dunsden. A report was sent to the Henley Standard following the meeting.
Gladman are developers with several arms to their business, one of which is Gladman Strategic
Land. According to their website Gladman Strategic Land “works with land owners to promote
strategic development opportunities on large sites in all parts of the UK. Using an innovative
approach and substantial in-house expertise, Gladman Strategic Land has secured over 1,000
acres which are now being worked through the planning process.”
And importantly we need to be aware of what is happening elsewhere. There are a number of
areas across the country fighting proposals by Gladman to turn countryside into large housing
areas, see this Facebook page1 or the KEPC Website.
The Parish Council has recommended that the District Council refuse the application, because:
 the development is believed to be contrary to the present South Oxfordshire Local Plan, which

does not contemplate development in the area in question
 there are no significant employment opportunities in southern South Oxfordshire warranting

such housing development
 this will represent an incursion of suburbia into ancient open countryside, in an area adjacent to

the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
 the development will take out of production a number of fields actively used for raising grain and

other food crops
 the demands of circa 250 additional households will swamp the already stretched public sector

infrastructure, e.g. access to education and health services, in southern South Oxfordshire, as
the application makes no provision for such services on site
 the roads serving the proposed development site are inadequate for the likely number of private

car journeys arising from the homes
 the proposed access onto the B481 is on to a length of that road notorious for traffic accidents

The deadline for commenting on this application has now passed however we anticipate that
further opportunities may arise. If this development on ancient land is a concern to you then
please keep an eye on the KEPC website or the Henley Standard.
Further meetings of CAGE have been arranged to support Eye and Dunsden, given that any area
may be at risk.
SODC still does not have a 5-year land supply for houses to be built on, but the gap is getting
smaller, currently resting at 3.8%. There has also been an improvement in the number of planning
1

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=gladman%20developments

Continued on page 3
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appeals that SODC has won, currently 60%. So although the situation with regard to planning at
the present time is challenging, there have been improvements.
Neighbourhood Development Plan
In the last newsletter, I asked if anyone was interested in having a public meeting to discuss NDPs
and the parish. There does not appear to be much interest in this at present, only one person has
responded, so as things stand we will not be arranging a meeting. The Parish Council keeps a
close eye on all aspects of planning. I will be attending a meeting being held by Cllr David
Bartholomew in January, with other local councillors, to discuss both NDPs and the Third Bridge.
Cllr Bartholomew is the county councillor for Sonning Common and other local villages.
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
The Council is still involved with other parishes as a group. There is an intention to apply for the
boundary to be changed across the area; Eye and Dunsden, Shiplake, Binfield Heath and Sonning
Common are now involved. This is a lengthy process but there is a possibility that it will be sooner
than the 20 years first suggested. A map on the parish website shows where the proposed
boundary change affects Kidmore End Parish.
Play Area Funding
The Parish Council has raised a wonderful £46,378 with the help of the community. However, a
total of £57,492 is needed which means we are still £11,114 short. We have managed to get a
reduction from Playdale, the play equipment supplier. We need to raise this money before the end
of March or the price will increase by 2-3%, and in May and July we would have to return unused
funds as some funders only allow a year for their grants to be spent. We have submitted 2 further
grant applications, but if anyone has any ideas for fund-raising please get in touch via the
website, kepc.co.uk. Thank you for your support to date.
Broadband
Kidmore Lane in Kidmore End has been closed for a couple of weeks and there will be further road
closures to enable the infrastructure to be laid for the faster broadband to reach the Parish.
Planning permission has been requested for numerous cabinets as well. Residents in Kidmore
End Village can place orders for the new broadband service already.
Phone Boxes
The phone box in Chalkhouse Green has now been repainted and looks stunning, thanks to Hugh
Thresher and Trevor Perchard. We still have not decided what the inside should look like, or be
used for, any ideas gratefully received. There is now a possibility that the box in Cane End will be
closed by BT, as there were only 3 calls made in the last 12 months. The Council will decide in
January whether to take over the box from BT. It is the last public pay phone in the parish.
Allotments
The parish has two areas of allotments, one in Gallowstree Common, Horsepond Road and the
other in Cane End, Park Lane. We have decided to raise the rent for the allotments at Gallowstree
Common from £15 to £25 a year in line with other local allotment rents, when the law will next
allow the increase. One reason for the increase is the cost of water to one site. There are two
plots at Cane End available: if anyone is interested please contact the council via the website,
kepc.co.uk. Mrs Hall is the councillor leading on allotments.
The Well at Kidmore End
In the summer the wheel of the well at Kidmore End was damaged and was taken off for repairs.
Roddy Young, Johnny Lambourne and Richard Burrough have very kindly repaired the wheel and
replaced it. Thank you for this kind and generous contribution.
Continued on page 5
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The Parish Church
The Rector and church members wish the Editor and all
readers a HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Our time without a Rector came to an end on the 29th
September, when the Revd James Stickings became the
new Rector of the Benefice, at a very special, eagerly
awaited service in St John’s Church. This was a splendid
occasion, with a large congregation present to witness his Institution and Installation by the
Archdeacon of Dorchester and his Induction by the Bishop of Dorchester. During the service,
thanks were expressed to those who had “held the fort” during the interregnum – not least the
Revd Susan, our Licensed Readers, the Churchwardens, PCC and visiting clergy.
James, his wife Gillian and their daughter Judith are happy to be living in this lovely part of the
world (their words) and James is excited at beginning his ministry among us. Readers wishing to
know more about James’s background are invited to have a look at the church website –
www.lambandflag.org
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held between 18 and 25 January, each year.
Look out for details of a local ecumenical service to mark this occasion.
This article is being written, with a 16th December deadline in mind, for the January issue of the
Newsletter. This prevents the inclusion of reports on our Christmas events, but we hope that all
readers enjoyed a very happy Christmas and now invite them, extremely early, to look forward to
Easter – even though it is relatively late, this year (16 April).
In preparation for Easter, of course, we have Lent, the first day of which is Ash Wednesday
(1 March), on which day, there will be a service at 8pm, in All Saints’ Church, Peppard - a
Eucharist, with the imposition of ashes. Ash Wednesday is so called because of the ancient
custom of
sprinkling ashes
18 to 25 January - The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
on the heads of
1 March Lent Ash Wednesday - 8pm Service in All Saints’ Church, Peppard
public penitents,
3 March - Women’s World Day of Prayer
26 March - Mothering Sunday - 11am service at St John’s
who were
9 April - Palm Sunday - 11am service will begin in the school
required to
13 April - Maundy Thursday - Commemoration of the Last Supper - 8pm, at St John’s
commence their
14 April - Good Friday - Ecumenical Procession of Witness
penance on this
16 April - Easter Day - 9.30am Christ The King, 11.00am St John’s
day. In more
recent times, the
practice was replaced by a general penance by a congregation, symbolised by the imposition of
ash (a cross) on the foreheads of clergy and people. During Lent, it is anticipated that, by way of
preparation for Easter, there will be a Lent Course. Look out for details.
Women’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday, 3 March. Look out for details of a local service.
On Mothering Sunday, 26 March, we hope to see a good number of families (including Dads!) at
our 11am service at St John’s, when posies of flowers will be distributed to the children, for their
mothers. This service finishes in time to take Mum out to lunch or to visit Grandma! Everybody
welcome.
Palm Sunday, is on 9 April and, as usual, the 11am service will begin in the school, with the
distribution of palm crosses, after which we will process to St John’s.
On Maundy Thursday, 13 April, we have the Commemoration of the Last Supper - 8pm, at St
John’s.
continued on page 5...
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FISH Bus Service to Kidmore End
Following the demise of the M1 bus service, the Council agreed with FISH to run a request bus
service from the parish to Reading each week. Unfortunately, this service has not been used
enough to be viable and a new timetable will start from January. Please see page 13
GO Active
SODC is launching GO Active GOLD2, a programme to get the over 60s more active. “GO Active
Gold aims to help those aged 60 and over to live more active lifestyles by setting up physical
activities in rural areas that cater for all abilities.”
Our parish has been chosen to be part of the GO Active programme1 and Council members have
met with the GO Active activator. A taster event will take place on Tuesday February 28th at
Kidmore End Pavilion, with tea and coffee afterwards. Booking is required. Please see page 15
You may be interested in activities already organised in other villages. The cost is £2 - £5 a
session. More information can be found on the website.
1

http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/uploads/south-oxfordshire-go-active-gold-activity-list.pdf

2

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/sports-leisure-and-arts/physical-activity-get-involved/go-active-gold

Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

The Parish Church
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The 14 April is Good Friday, the day of the Crucifixion. All are welcome, young or old, to join the
ecumenical Procession of Witness, which starts from Christ the King car park, in Sonning
Common, at 10am. There will be hot cross buns and coffee afterwards! In the afternoon, we have
our Good Friday Service of Meditation, at which the combined choirs of St John’s and Christ the
King will sing devotional music – 2pm, at St John’s, for an hour.
Easter is the Feast of the Resurrection of Christ, the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian
church - and the day when all Christians attend church, don’t they?
The arrangements for Easter Day, 16 April, are:
9.30am Eucharist at Christ the King
11.00am Sung Eucharist at St John’s
Everybody welcome; we expect full churches.
Since the above dates are being displayed so far in advance of the actual events, readers are
advised, in case of alterations, to check the details, nearer the time.
This can be done by reference to our website www.lambandflag.org, the website
www.achurchnearyou.com, our church magazine: The Lamb and Flag
or splendid new notice board at St John’s near the entrance to the school playground.
A weekly parish newsletter provides information about church and social events. To
receive this newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website (see
above). The link to “Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome
page.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
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Priority Service for Vulnerable Residents
Priority Service for vulnerable residents during power or water failure. If the power goes off, or
there’s a problem with the water supply then utility companies have a priority service for vulnerable
people to ensure that supplies for those residents are dealt with first.
Many people don’t like to ask for help, however, if the water or electricity fails it can be distressing,
especially in the winter, and potentially dangerous if someone uses equipment such as a dialysis
machine or ventilator.
SSE for example “will go out and visit them and depending on their needs provide assistance from
generating their house to offering hot meals, drinks and reassurance. In addition our Emergency
Service Centre will call them during the outage, checking they are ok and giving them updates on
the estimated time of power restoration.”
If you are elderly, disabled, have a child under five or use specialist medical equipment, then you
could benefit from joining water and electricity priority care registers.
Sign up to priority services by calling:
Electricity: Call SSE on 0800 294 3259 or text phone 0800 316 5457.
Alternatively, Helen Vass, Customer & Community Advisor at SSE, is happy to provide information
and assistance with registering and can be contacted on 01865 845800 or 07876 837305.
Water: Call Thames Water on 0800 009 3652 or text phone 0800 316 6899.

Any resident can use the following numbers in the event
of problems:
Power failure? If there’s a power cut call the free
number 105 to check what’s happening with your local
provider.
No water? Find out what’s happening by calling
Thames Water on 0800 980 8800.

Message in a Bottle
If you live alone it’s important that your contact and medical details are easy
to find in the event of an emergency.
To help out, Oxfordshire County Council are giving away a free green bottle
for you to store important information, such as personal details, emergency
contact details, doctors details, medications and allergies. These bottles are
provided by Lions Club International.
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Kidmore End Cricket Club Juniors
The Junior section of Kidmore End CC will be starting winter nets at Shiplake College between
4.15 and 6.45pm on Saturday 28th January and running until Saturday 1st April. Performance
Cricket, led by Chris Ellison who is Berkshire’s only ECB Level 4 qualified coach, will be running
the sessions with the club coaches.
Boys’ summer training starts at our picturesque Gallowstree Common ground the week beginning
Monday 24th April and finishes on Monday 17th July. League matches take place throughout the
months of May to July and are held mainly on Sundays with some mid-week games.
Girls’ summer training starts on Tuesday 25th April and finishes on Tuesday 18th July. In 2016
they entered the local, girls only, league tournament playing matches on Sunday mornings and
finishing with the finals day at Boyne Hill where they acquitted themselves admirably.
Performance Cricket will be leading the sessions with KECC support, KECC coaches are at least
ECB Level 2 qualified and the club is a proud holder of the prestigious ClubMark accreditation,
essential for the safety and protection of all children.
Continuing on from our very successful first year we will be running our Sunday morning Little
Crickets sessions for boys and girls between the ages of 4 and 6. These sessions are run by the
expert staff from Performance Cricket with the key focus being on fun and learning the basics.
We have a full social calendar planned giving children, parents and local residents the chance to
get to know each other in the relaxed atmosphere and beautiful surroundings of Gallowstree
Common. Events include Parents v Kids match with BBQ and an end of season awards night.
New players are always very welcome especially in the U10’s and U11’s age group, school years
5 and 6, and we are especially keen to continue the expansion of our Girls section in all age
groups. For details of joining a friendly, family orientated club and information on our
nets and training sessions please email Nick Holroyd, our Head of Junior cricket at
nickholroyd@live.co.uk or take a look at the website www.kidmoreendcc.co.uk.

Do you have news or information which would be of
interest to other residents in the Parish?
Or do you have something to celebrate?
Let us know by emailing or calling any of the newsletter team members
(Contact details at the bottom of page18)
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There are currently 3 Community First Responders, Chris Brook in Kidmore End, Sue Abbott and
Adam Negus in Sonning Common. Their training is supported by Dave Hamer who is the officer
for South Central Ambulance
Service and is an accredited
paramedic. They attend an
average of 10 calls per month,
and despite having to travel at
normal speeds for 70% of the
calls, they arrive before the
ambulance. This precious time
saves many lives.
In the few weeks since they
have been using the liveried
car they have already received
comments from ambulance
crews telling them that it has
made it easier for the
ambulance to find the address,
again a possible life saver.
If you are interested in
volunteering with them or can
help them to fund raise for additional equipment please look at their website
www.sonningcommonfirstresponders.co.uk or contact Chris by email,
sonningcommoncfr@sca-charity.org.uk, or phone 0118 924 2515.

Sonning Common Advanced Care Planning Workshops
The 3 (of 4) Special Advanced Care Planning Workshops held in the Village Hall in 2016 were all
very successful. On average 40 people attended each session. By popular demand we are
planning some more for 2017! When these dates are finalised the information will be advertised in
local newsletters, on the Sonning Common Health Centre Website and on notice boards, so
please keep your eyes peeled.
Regular Advanced CARE Planning Workshops will continue in 2017.
Next one is at SONNING COMMON VILLAGE HALL (no need to climb those stairs at the Health
Centre!) on:
Wednesday 18th January 2017 from 10.30 am till 12 noon.
All sessions are FREE and everyone is welcome.
You can book a place and leave your contact details by:

 Email: schcreception@nhs.net
 Telephone: 0118 9722188
 Drop in a note at Sonning Common Health Centre reception
On Wednesday 1st March 2017 Sue Ryder will hold an Open Day at the Hospice in Nettlebed.
Dr Ellen, Rika and Pam
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
There are times when I am
sitting in my office looking at
data or financial information
in endless spreadsheets,
when I am reminded of our
September INSET day theme
of ‘It’s all about the children.’
When writing the school
development plan it is crucial
that we keep that central, and
at the end of every
Governors’ meeting we ask
the question ‘What have we
discussed today that will
impact on the children in our
school?’ With that in mind I
wanted to share with you a
couple of the things going on
in school that support the key
area of behaviour and safety.
Our school year started with
whole staff Safeguarding
training and we continue to
draw on the excellent support
of the Oxfordshire
Safeguarding team. We are
also fortunate to be able to
draw on the expertise of the
Mulberry Bush School,
through their MBox
programme, to improve our
knowledge and
understanding of behaviour
as communication,
particularly where there are
more complex needs.
Within our own staff one of
our teaching assistants has
now completed her training
as an Emotional Literacy
Support Assistant (ELSA) and
is able to work with
individuals and small groups
in support of their wellbeing in
school. In addition, it was
great to welcome Matt
Lovegrove from Engage esafety back in October to

deliver training to staff and
then to work with parents
and children in the evening.
Feedback on the evening
was very positive: “extremely
informative and so useful –
Matt pitched it at the right level
for kids and parents.” If you
weren’t able to attend, you can
find out more here:
www.engageesafety.com

Our Governors visited school
in early November, on their
termly visit to see the school in
action and discuss how we can
continue to develop and
improve our provision. This
time the focus was on our
teaching and learning priority
of developing Maths, and
particularly how we ensure
children have a positive
mindset when approaching
problem solving. They visited
classes, talked to groups of
pupils and even did some
Maths themselves! We look
forward to seeing them on their
next visit in the Spring Term.
Staff meetings this term have
also focused on Maths, and in
the past weeks teachers have
been visiting each other’s
classrooms to see problem
solving activities and to work
together to ensure that children
can achieve the three key aims
of the national curriculum for
maths; fluency, problemsolving and reasoning.

school’s events around Antibullying Week. The theme this
year was ‘Power for Good’ with
the very positive message that
everyone can make a
difference to a school where
bullying behaviours are
effectively addressed. We held
a special assembly and then
an Anti-bullying playtime to
celebrate our friendships in
school. The Buddies are
working with Mrs Watkins to
complete the Oxfordshire Antibullying Audit as we move into
the Spring Term to help them
decide on next steps.
The School Council have been
meeting with me to discuss
how they can support learning
in school as Growth Mindset
Champions. They have been
working with their classes to
come up with alternative
phrases to use instead of ‘I
can’t do this’ or ‘this is too
hard’. In January they will be
joining me on a Learning Walk,
looking for growth mindsets in
action!

At the end of September we
welcomed an inspector to carry
out our SIAMS (Church
School) Inspection. As you
may know, it has been five
years since our last Church
Another of our key
School inspection, in which
development points in school is time the inspection framework
to develop Pupil Voice to
has changed and developed
ensure that children have a
almost as much as our school
meaningful contribution to
has! I’d like to thank all those
make to all aspects of school
staff, governors, parents and
life. In November our team of
children who met with the
Buddies were busy leading the
continued on page 11
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Inspector, as well as Mr Lynch who met with her on behalf of our local church. Everyone
contributed to the final judgement which is that our distinctiveness and effectiveness as a church
school is good in all areas, apart from leadership and management, which was judged to be
outstanding.
Finally you may have seen in the Henley Standard that our Learning Zone was officially opened by
Tom Fickling, the editor of the Phoenix Comic. He did a fantastic workshop with KS2 along with
one of the artists who works on the Phoenix, Zack Simmonds-Hurn, where children thought about
heroes and villains and learned how to turn a random squiggle into a character sketch. As I write
the Learning Zone is in use by Cookery Club, and it proved a very successful Santa’s Grotto at the
Christmas Fair. We are delighted with the space and in the possibilities it opens up for children’s
learning. Next week the infants will be welcoming Cosmic Science to do a Christmas Science
Show – just one of the many events to inspire and engage children which we manage to fit in to
our busy schedule! Without the support of parents, KESA and the local community, and the
dedication of our staff team, this rich provision would not happen. It really is ‘all about the
children.’
Linda Hull

Headteacher

Fundraising for a Defibrillator for Tokers Green & Chazey
Heath
Our fund raising has been fabulously successful and we have now bought a defibrillator. This was
installed in the bright red cabinet on 13 December. The funds were raised at our Big Lunch in the
summer, the village Curiosity Trail and recently at a hugely popular Quiz Night at Mapledurham
Golf Club. The equipment was provided by Millie’s Dream and we are organising training in
January 2017. Our last fund raising event of the year was our annual carol singing on Sunday 18
December. Fund raising will continue to ensure that monies are available to service and maintain
our new defibrillator.
If you would like to donate to the campaign please phone 0118 948 4702 or email
Fiona.h2009@hotmail.co.uk.

P AGE 1 2

I SS UE

N O . 126

Home Library Service
Ex-librarian Edna backs voluntary book scheme
A former Oxfordshire librarian has
rekindled her love of books thanks to
a voluntary service bringing the joy of
reading to those who can’t access
their local library.
Edna Malcher, 88, who gets books
delivered by the Home Library
Service, is urging more people to give
up some time to help the scheme
grow across the county.
Life-line
The former library worker said the
service was a “life-line” which enabled
her to connect with others in the
community and share her passion for
reading.
Edna, who lives in Banbury, said: “The person who comes to visit is very nice and friendly. I get
the bag ready for him to swap and he makes sure that he brings books that I’m interested in or
have requested. The main thing is having contact with someone, especially someone so pleasant.
It’s very important to make a good impression –
Volunteer Rachel McQulliam from Woodstock said: “I
I’ve seen that from both sides having worked for
decided to volunteer for the Home Library Service
the library and now using the Home Library
because I love reading and choosing books from the
Service.
library; I imagined what it would be like if I couldn’t get
“It’s also a way to connect with people in the
local community. I’ve struck up a friendship with
a neighbour over our love of books.”

to a library anymore and wanted to do something to
help those who can’t. It’s a small thing that I can fit in
easily around work and other commitments but it
makes a big difference to the people I visit.”

Flexible role
Volunteers can organise drop-off times with the people they deliver to, making the role easy to fit
around existing commitments. Expenses are paid and volunteers can do as many or as few
journeys as they wish.
Volunteer Alison Baxter from Temple Cowley said: “After I retired I was looking for useful ways to
fill my time and chose the Home Library Service because
it was something I felt strongly about. I would be
Volunteer Anna Tilley from Watlington said: “I
feel strongly that the library is a wonderful
devastated if I could no longer access a library and I
community resource that should be available
don’t want that to happen to other people.
to all members of our community, whether
they can get to the library itself or not. Since
becoming a volunteer I have been able to
meet two lovely ladies that otherwise I would
not have known. I have learnt a lot from them
and really enjoy visiting them.

“It isn’t a big commitment and can be fitted in easily
around the rest of my life. It only takes an hour or so
every three weeks.

“The service is important to the lady I visit because she
needs something to occupy her time. I think she also
enjoys having someone drop in for a chat because she
doesn’t get out as much as she used to, and I’ve enjoyed getting to know her.”
“Friendly face”
Oxfordshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Cultural Services Lorraine Lindsay Gale said:
“Volunteers are a friendly face who can stop by once every three weeks to bring customers some
new books or CDs and spend some time to share their own stories.”
continued on page 13
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FISH Minibus service
The trial service to Reading using the FISH Volunteer Centre minibus, which has been running on
Monday afternoons since October, has not carried sufficient passengers to continue.
It has been suggested that a different day and time may be more convenient for residents.
So, from January this service will run twice a month on Fridays with pick-up points and times as
below.
FISH will run the service for two months to check its suitability.
For the outbound journey, there will be three pick-up locations:
 The Reformation at Gallowstree Common ........................................... 11.15 am.
 The New Inn at Kidmore End ............................................................. 11.20 am.
 The junction of Chalkhouse Green Lane and Kidmore End Road at ..... 11.30 am.

The bus will then travel to Reading and drop passengers at the rear of Marks & Spencer in Friar
Street.
The return journey will pick up from the same location at 2.30 pm. and stop at the same locations
as on the outward journey.
The FISH minibus can accommodate 16 passengers and journeys are best booked in advance
although you can just wait at the pick-up stops.
To book a place on any journey please telephone the FISH Volunteer Centre on 0118 972
3986 between 9.30 and 11.30 am. on any weekday. Tell the office volunteer that you want to
book for the ‘Kidmore End Service’ and give your name, a contact telephone number, the date(s)
you wish to travel and where you wish to board the bus.
If the line is engaged, then you can leave a message with same information.
Bookings for any month can be made from the 20th of the previous month e.g. 20th December for
journeys in January. This service is open to passengers aged over 18 years and will be free on
production of a senior bus pass or payment of £4 with no bus pass.
The service will operate on the dates below:
January - Friday 13th & Friday 27th
February – Friday 10th & Friday 24th
Following this trial period any changes to the service will be announced in the next parish
newsletter.

Home Library Service

from page 12

“The Home Library Service brings entertainment,
pleasure and human contact to people, where they may
otherwise have little or none. But of course it wouldn’t
be possible without volunteers. We’d love to hear from
anyone interested in making a positive difference to the
lives of people in the community who need a bit of extra
help.”

Volunteer Gracie Beale from Faringdon said: “I
know the importance of having literature and
company in my life now I’m living alone, so I
thought it’s important to reach out to others who
may not have much contact with the outside
world. “It’s fulfilling and very rewarding. The
ladies I deliver to are keen to chat and talk
about the authors and the plots.”

Find out more
For more information visit: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibrary

P AGE 1 4

I SS UE N O . 126

Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school. We
hope that you have all had a
very pleasant and restful
Christmas and New Year. At
pre-school, both children and
staff were certainly ready for
the holidays after a busy final
few weeks of the year.
Last term, the children
enjoyed taking part in lots of
fun activities planned around
our theme of ‘Baby Animals’.
We welcomed mice and
puppies to the Parish Room:
the children loved being able
to stroke the animals. We
visited the delightful
Chalkhouse Green Farm and
we even had a visit from a
couple of Veterinary
Assistants later in the term
who told us all about working
with animals. There has been
much chatter and delight with
this topic, and lots of play with
our farm and small world toys.
As Term 1 became Term 2 in
the run up to Christmas, and
as the ‘Baby Animals’ took on
a more wintery feel (think
penguins and reindeer!) we all
enjoyed practising and taking
part in our annual Nativity
performance, kindly held at
the church. We send our
grateful thanks to Revd James

Stickings for his kind support.
This year, the emphasis was
on songs and singing and the
children were enchanting,
even singing a French
Christmas song.
The Christmas outing is
always popular and this year
was no exception. We went to
see ‘The Elves and the
Shoemaker’ at Norden Farm
in Maidenhead, and it was
much enjoyed by everyone.
We also enjoyed having a stall
at the Kidmore End Primary
School Christmas Fair: many
thanks to all of you who
stopped by the stall to say
hello and support us.
Excitingly, the pre-school has
now got a Facebook page. Do
look us up and like and share
what you see. We’re hoping to
reach lots of you with our
news on a regular basis.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural
location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. We are
always looking for new
committee members, not
necessarily with children still
at the pre-school. If this is
something that you might be
interested in taking on – it’s

Best wishes
Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

not a huge time commitment,
but it is a really important
contribution to the running of
the pre-school - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We
would welcome the support.
I do still have a limited number
of spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know. You
can contact me on 0118
9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible. Please see our
website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further
information or find
us on Facebook.
We’re looking
forward to a
bustling new year,
with some new children and
families joining us. We send
you our best wishes for 2017.
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Local Weather Report: Summer 2016
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall
Totals

Highest

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

in (day)

September

12.2

54

20.1

68

75

3.0

41

1.6 (15th)

October

8.1

47

13.9

57

31

1.2

11

0.4 (1st)

November

3.7

39

9.1

48

95

3.7

25

1.0 (8th)

201

7.9

Rainfall - 3 months to end November 2016

This September was warmer than for a few years with an average maximum temperature
exceeding 20 C/ 68F. The highest temperature was recorded on September 15 and was followed
overnight by a spectacular storm when 41mm/1.6in rain fell – the most I have recorded in a single
day, this was more than fell in the rest of the month.
October was very similar in temperature to 2015 but with less rain. November was cooler and
significantly wetter than last year, but this is more in keeping with the norm – November 2015 had
set several Met Office records for high temperatures.
The first frost was recorded on 9 October and the first sub-zero temperature was on 28 November,
that was followed by a couple of nights with low overnight temperatures, -4.7C / 24F on 29
November and -7.6C / 18F on November 30.

Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to November 2016
Lowest

Highest

C

F (day)

C

F (day)

September

6.7

44 (10 th)

28.3

83 (15th)

October

4.6

40 (10 th)

17.3

63 (4th)

November

-7.6

18 (30 th)

15.3

60(15th )

Chris Brook

K IDM ORE E N D P ARI SH C O UN CI L

P AGE 17

Gardening
It has been a wet end to 2016 following a wetter than usual
summer; I watered the borders in my garden using the
hose pipe only 3 times during the whole year, and that was
only because I had some new plantings that needed some
extra care to establish. Now is the time to mulch the
borders with leaf mould/homemade compost, well-rotted
manure or composted bark or bracken purchased from the
local garden centre/nursery. This mulching will improve the
texture and moisture retaining properties of your soil,
improve plant growth, and deter weed seed germination.
Winter is an ideal time to do this job, because the soil
surface is visible and the worms will enjoy working the
organic matter into the soil. I know that it seems strange to think about conserving water at the
moment, but previous years indicate that there will be times during the coming months when there
will be no substantial rainfall. It seems to me that gardeners have to assume the worst, and plan
for it now.
Winter storms seem to be more vigorous than they used to be. Reduce damage to plants by tying
in new growth of climbers and removing branches of trees and shrubs that get damaged so the
winds do not cause more damage. If you have a branch that overhangs your greenhouse and taps
the glass in the wind, cut it back now before the branch breaks the glass.
Keep off your lawn if it is wet. When conditions are dry, scarify your lawn, removing the thatch and
moss, disposing of it in your brown bin. When the lawn starts to grow again, treat with a high
nitrogen feed.
At this time of the year, all you need to do to the borders is to cut back the herbaceous material,
and only when it looks unsightly. If you have mulched the beds (see top paragraph), you will
reduce the number of weeds and make weeding in the future easier. Removing the brown matter
will make it easier to see all your spring bulbs when they flower.
Dead-head winter flowering pansies and keep an eye out for slugs and snails and treat as
appropriate. You may find that pests have moved into the house for the winter. Deal with them
appropriately. If you have huge colonies of Harlequin ladybirds in your house, take care because
they have an irritating bite, not to mention their noxious smell which they use to deter predators.
Spend some time with your seed catalogues, or go on-line, so that you have lots of information to
be able to choose new plants to grow in 2017. However, sometimes it is the tried and tested
seeds/cultivars that are the best. In my experience, the best cherry tomato is Sungold and the
best potatoes are Charlotte (salad) and Sharp’s Express (early). I have also heard that all things
purple will be thing to grow in 2017, including mange toutes and carrots.
Happy Gardening
Caroline Aldridge

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Winter 2016/17

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Autumn 2016

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

18 Jan 2017

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

15 Mar 2017

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

19 Apr 2017

Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

15 Feb 2017

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.co.uk

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680
Citizens Advice Bureau

03444 111444

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

h p://www.kepc.co.uk/
news.php#foscl-applica on

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to any member of the
editorial board or directly to the
website webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
17 March 2017.

10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)
10 am - 11 am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (carolinedaldridge@gmail.com)

0118 972 3700 (Editor)

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde (sheila_forde@hotmail.com )

0118 972 2052

Parish Council website
email:
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