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At last the clocks have changed and we can enjoy the lighter
evenings.
Please note that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 19 April at
7.30pm in the Parish Rooms Kidmore End.
South Oxfordshire Local Plan
South Oxfordshire’s Local Plan explains where they think new
houses, retail and employment should be located up until the year
2033, and the infrastructure required to support it. The latest draft of
the Local Plan has just been published and South Oxfordshire District
Council (SODC) would like your feedback. You may have noticed the
discussion on the front page of the latest edition of “Outlook”. This is
an important document which will help to shape the future of our
district. The proposed policies in the plan will be used to help make
decisions on planning applications in the district.
The draft documents are open for consultation for a seven week
period from Wednesday 29 March to 5pm on Wednesday 17 May
2017. The standard consultation period has been extended by one
week to allow for Easter.
I would urge everyone to look at and comment on the Local Plan as it
will affect us all.
How to get involved
You can read the draft Local Plan and the supporting documents on
SODC’s website at www.southoxon.gov.uk/newlocalplan. Paper
copies of the plan will be available at many places across the district,
as listed on the website, including Sonning Common Library.
continued on page 2
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SODC is also holding four drop-in events across the district during the consultation period. You
can come along and view the consultation documents and information boards and ask questions.
You are welcome to attend any event to discuss what is happening in the area you live:
Didcot:

Cornerstone, 1pm – 7pm on Wednesday 5 April

Wallingford:

Regal Centre, 3pm – 7pm on Friday 7 April

Thame:

Barns Centre, 10am – 4pm on Saturday 8 April

Henley:

The Christ Church Centre, 10am - 4pm on Saturday 22 April

How to comment
You can comment on the draft Local Plan and its supporting documents until 5pm on Wednesday
17 May 2017, by:
• completing a form at one of the drop-in events and posting it in the ballot box
• participating in the online survey, accessed via www.southoxon.gov.uk/newlocalplan

(registration is required)
• downloading a copy of the comment form from the website, or collecting a hard copy from

Sonning Common Library or one of the other locations listed and either:
• emailing it to planning.policy@southoxon.gov.uk
• posting it to SODC Planning Policy, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Abingdon, OX14 4SB,

or
• emailing or writing to the above addresses

Planning
Planning continues to be a large part of council business, with applications on the boundary of the
parish as well as within.
The Eye and Dunsden application which was put forward by Gladman, to put 245 houses on the
site, is likely to go before the planning committee on 29 April. This application is on the boundary
with Kidmore End and with Reading. Our Parish Council is part of CAGE, the group of Parish
Councils and Emmer Green residents who are objecting to the proposal. Further information is on
the website, https://www.cagedunsden.org, and in the last newsletter. Kidmore End Parish Council
has recommended that SODC refuse this application.
You may have seen in the local paper that another application within Sonning Common, behind
Kennylands Road and bordering Kidmore End, was refused unanimously by SODC planning
committee. A large number of Sonning Common residents attended the meeting and members of
Parish Councils spoke, including Iain Pearson from Kidmore End Parish Council.
Neighbourhood Development Plan
We decided at the last Parish Council meeting to invite a member of the SODC planning team who
is leading on neighbourhood development plans to attend our next meeting on 19 April.
Local Government Structure
The local government structure refers to the proposal for the abolition of the existing county, city
and district councils, and the creation of one "unitary" council, delivering all local government
services. See page 3
On 23 March Oxfordshire County Council, SODC and Vale of White Horse District Council officially
submitted the Better Oxfordshire joint proposal to the Secretary of State for Communities and
Local Government. If the Secretary of State agrees to the proposal
...continued on page 6

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

P AGE 3

One New Council for the Whole of Oxfordshire
In February 2017, Oxfordshire County Council invited you to have your say about what you think
about abolishing all six councils in Oxfordshire and replacing them with one new council for the
whole county, called a ‘unitary’ council.
Why change?
Central government is changing the way councils are funded, and councils will soon have to pay
for services mainly from council tax and business rates. Unless local government is reorganised,
Oxfordshire councils will not be able to pay for vital public services for local communities and
vulnerable people as the population increases and gets older.
The proposal
Oxfordshire currently has a two-tier local government – a county council plus five district and city
councils. Oxfordshire County Council thinks that all of Oxfordshire’s six councils should be
abolished and replaced with one new unitary council which would save £20m each year – money
that would pay for better services and keep council tax low. That money would be enough to fill
over 300,000 potholes or provide 1 million hours of home care.
The new council would be simpler for residents and business, with one website and one point of
contact. Environmental services such as street cleaning, countryside services and grounds
maintenance would be properly joined up and managed locally to respond to community needs.
Bringing together social services, housing, leisure and welfare benefits would mean joined up
support for people who need extra help, improving health and wellbeing. And joining up planning,
housing, jobs and transport would mean Oxfordshire’s housing shortage can be addressed, along
with investment in vital infrastructure such as roads.
Going forward
In March, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils and Oxfordshire County
Council jointly submitted a final proposal to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local
Government for consideration. The proposal makes the case for abolishing the existing two-tier
structure of six councils and replacing them with one new council for Oxfordshire. It has been
updated to take into account the views from residents and other local organisations, particularly in
relation to strengthening local democracy and accountability.
The proposal envisages 15-20 Area Executive Boards, centred on the main market towns of
Oxfordshire and involving surrounding villages and with several such boards within Oxford City.
These boards would have powers and a budget to take decisions for local areas, such as parks,
antisocial behaviour, parking and support for the community and voluntary sector. Wiltshire and
Cornwall have similar systems in place, with councillors taking decisions alongside town and
parish councillors and other community representatives.
The Secretary of State is unlikely to comment on the proposal during the ‘purdah’ period leading
up to the county council elections on Thursday 4 May. Thereafter he may indicate his view of the
proposal, and could invite views from local and national stakeholders before making a final
decision.
The proposal called: ‘A new council for a Better Oxfordshire’ is available at
www.betteroxfordshire.org.

A little bird has told us that after lying fallow for many years we will soon see
barley swaying in the breeze in the field west of Tokers Green Lane and north of Mill
Lane in Kidmore End.
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The Parish Church
We are already into Spring, and one of the glories of that
season is starting to manifest itself in St John’s
churchyard; the primroses and daffodils make a splendid
picture, providing additional enjoyment for those attending
Primavera: A Concert for Spring in the church. Perhaps a
Primrose Sunday, in Kidmore End, could be an event to
rival various Snowdrop Sundays in the locality! Our thanks go out to those who help to keep the
churchyard in such good shape.
Reference to our Spring Concert prompts the thought that our choir deserves a mention. Recently
they contributed superbly to the programme provided at the eighth Henley Choirs Festival in St
Mary’s Church. Eleven choirs took part and our conductor, Frances Brewitt-Taylor, once again
took on the added responsibility of bringing them all together to prepare and conduct them for their
performance in this year’s main item, Fauré’s Requiem, which was very well received by the large
audience. The St John’s choir practises on Friday evenings and new members, adults and
children, are always welcome. Anyone interested should contact Frances Brewitt-Taylor at
frances@hotmail.com or 0118 9482743.
Since the Revd Susan Cooper left to take up a post in Essex, we have been without an Associate
Priest to work alongside the Rector and his ministry team. Hopefully this will change before long
the part-time appointment having been advertised, with the closing date for applications being
6th March. Interviews are due to be held on 23 March. Watch this space!
Readers wishing to keep up-to-date with church news/events should refer to our website
www.lambandflag.org, the website www.achurchnearyou.com, our church magazine The Lamb
and Flag, and our new notice board at St John’s (near the entrance to the school playground).
A weekly parish newsletter provides information about church and social events. To receive this
newsletter by email, readers should subscribe (free) on our website above. The link to
“Weekly Parish Notices” can be found on the website’s Welcome page.

Neil Scott (On behalf of the Parochial Church Council)
Dear Friends
As we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ at Easter, nature obliges with the annual miracle of
spring. It’s as if the beauty of the lengthening days, the cheerful singing of the birds, and the scent
of blossoms were all a sort of backing chorus to the main act, the joyous call that “Christ is risen!”.
All this reminds me of one of my favourite poems, “God’s Grandeur” by Gerard Manley Hopkins.
Having opened the poem by declaiming, “The world is charged with the grandeur of God”, Hopkins
goes on to lament what we have done, and continue to do, to mar God’s creation. “And for all
this,” he goes on, “nature is never spent; There lives the dearest freshness deep down thingsO”
We are living through unpredictable and anxious times (some would say ‘twas ever thus). We
have ample cause to lament the state of the world, and (if we’re honest enough) to admit our own
part in it. But the beauty of spring, bringing colour, smell and warmth to accompany the Good
News of Christ’s Resurrection, remind us that indeed there is “the dearest freshness deep down
things”: that faith, hope, and love will always triumph over despair and hatred. Good news indeed!
May I wish you a very good spring.
James
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News About Your War Memorial in Kidmore End
Did you know that 10,000 First World War memorials in the UK are in such a poor state that they
are at risk of being lost forever? That was the worrying statistic that David Young and I learnt at
the War Memorials Condition Survey workshop, held in Oxford on 1 March 2017. This statistic is
doubly worrying because our War Memorial has started to lean over towards the road. David
brought this problem to the attention of the Parish Council in January 2017. There is light at the
end of the tunnel, because the War Memorials Trust has some funding which can be used to fund
up to 75% of the cost of repairs. First, we need to
identify our War Memorial on the Imperial War
Museums’ website, then carry out a condition
survey on it and upload details onto the database.
Historic England has lists of skilled craftsmen that
can repair war memorials, and the War Memorials
Trust can provide conservation advice.
Before we can apply for a grant from the War
Memorials Trust, we need to discover who the
owner/custodian of our War Memorial is. At the
Parish Council meeting on 22 March, Robert
Lynch, the Churchwarden, updated the council on
his findings. The Parish Magazines indicate that
a War Memorial committee was set up in 1920
and that the Kidmore End War Memorial was
dedicated on 1 May 1921. The 'heirs in law' of
our War Memorial are unknown at this point, but
because the War Memorial is situated on
consecrated land, it is afforded the protection of
the faculty jurisdiction of the diocesan consistory
court. This means that although the War
Memorial is not the property of the church and the
church does not have any legal duty to maintain
the War Memorial, permission will have to be
sought from the Chancellor of the Oxford Diocese
before any remedial work can be carried out. At
present, the War Memorial is taped off until civil
engineers and a structural architect are instructed
to carry out surveys. Please keep away from the
War Memorial until we know how structurally sound it is.
The Parish Council and the Church are taking this issue very seriously and will be working
together to find a resolution. Extra funding from the War Memorials Trust to conserve First World
War memorials is available until the end of 2018, but the custodian of the War Memorial has to be
known before any grants are allocated. If you have any information about the War Memorial,
please let me know at carolinedaldridge@gmail.com or you could phone me on 9723700. If you
enjoy searching archives and Parish records, please let me know because you could be just the
person we need to help to find out who the members of the War Memorial committee were, who
originally funded it, and whether it was formally handed over to the Parish.
Caroline Aldridge
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...from Page 2

representatives from all six councils in Oxfordshire would be asked to work together to manage
the transition to a new council. No date has been given for a decision, but it is unlikely to be
before the county council elections on 4 May 2017.
Further information on the website - https://www.better-oxfordshire.org/
Play Areas and Funding
The Parish Council voted at the March meeting to proceed with the refurbishment of the play
areas. This will include replacing the large equipment at Gallowstree Common with Playdale
equipment and changing the safety surface from bark to Grasslok in the Gallowstree Common and
Kidmore End play areas.
We are still fund-raising and any donations will be gratefully received. The total cost of the play
area project is £46,374. An amazing £41,049 has been raised so far, leaving £5,298 to be
underwritten by the Parish Council. We have been able to reduce the overall cost by arranging for
a local contractor to do some of the preparation work. As a Council, we always try to use local
contractors as much as possible.
Once we have dates for the work being done we will advertise this on the website and at the play
areas. The bark will be moved to the side of the safety pits and will be available for people to take
away. The play areas will be cordoned off whilst work is under way, this may be a couple of
weeks for Gallowstree Common and is likely to be at the end of May.
Road Closure - Broadband
Tokers Green Lane, between Beech Road and Elm Road in Tokers Green, will be closed for two
days from 18 April to enable the infrastructure to be laid for the faster broadband to reach the
Parish.
Car speeds in the Parish
There have been a number of letters and representation at a council meeting about the speed of
traffic in various areas of the parish. Most recently the speed of traffic along the Horsepond Road
was causing concern to residents. The speed limit is 30mph and cars should not be travelling
faster than this. There are few pavements in the parish and driving more slowly ought to be safer
for both those in the car and those walking or cycling. The Council is looking at various options to
encourage road users to slow down, including community speed watch and road signs. We are
working alongside the PSCO for the parish.
FISH Bus Service to Kidmore End
The service to Reading will continue until the end of April, see page 13.
GO Active Gold
SODC has launched GO Active GOLD, a programme to get the over 60s more active. The
scheme is already under way with weekly sessions of Tai Chi and Nordic Walking being held at
the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion in Gallowstree Common. Senior Circuits will be coming soon. See
page 15
Activities are also available in other villages. The cost is £2 - £5 a session. More information can
be found on the website http://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/go-active-gold
Phone Box
The Council has taken up an offer from BT to acquire the phone box at Cane End. It will be used
for notices.
...continued on page 7
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Kidmore End Cricket Club
Kidmore End CC is on the look-out for new players. The Club is calling for new players of any age
or ability to join any one of their three senior Saturday league teams, Sunday friendly side, or colts
teams for the 2017 season.
The Gallowstree Common club plays in the Morrant Thames Valley Cricket League and holds an
ECB Clubmark. Pre-season net sessions for all players are held at Shiplake College until the start
of April, before moving outside at Gallowstree Common.
Seniors training
Juniors training
Under 7s to Under 11s, girls squad
Under 12s to Under 15s

Wednesdays from 8.15pm to 9.30pm.
Saturdays
4.15pm to 5.15pm
5.25pm to 6.45pm.

The club would like to thank the community for its kind donations in helping raise funds for new
pitch covers. It will also have a new scoreboard for the start of the season.
The pavilion and bar is available to hire for parties and events, subject to availability.
For more information, please contact club captains James Frost (07971560981), Chris Pigden
(07976292805) or Todd Butler (07891703581).
For further details on the colts teams, email Nick Holroyd on nickholroyd@live.co.uk
Alternatively, visit http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk

Chairman's Report
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Website
The website is being updated and the new site will be available soon. Thank you to Ana O'Reilly
for her work on this.
Sue Biggs Chairman of the Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting
will be held on 19 April 2017 at 7.30pm
at the Parish Room, Kidmore End.
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News From The Village Grapevine

H

earns House, Gallowstree Common is participating in the Open Garden
Scheme again this year in aid of Macmillan nurses.

A 2 acre garden featuring pergolas, crinkle-crankle walls, sculptures and ponds
including planting designed to suit dry shade under trees and a hot bank. There is a
low maintenance walled garden too. Groups of gardeners and artists are welcome to
enjoy/paint and Joan would be pleased to welcome local residents. Visits are by arrangement,
0118 9722848 or joanpumfrey@lineone.net. Admission £4, home-made teas are available.
There is a plant nursery with proceeds going to WaterAid.

T

okers Green and Chazey Heath "Big Lunch": Sunday 18 June 2017 12.30-3pm
Come and share lunch with your neighbours on the Recreation Ground on Rokeby Drive.
Please bring food to share, along with all you need for the afternoon (plates, cutlery, drinks, plastic
glasses/cups, blankets, chairs etc. - no glasses please).
For queries: email Fiona.h2009@hotmail.co.uk or phone 0118 9484702.

C

halkhouse Green Farm Open Day will be on Sunday 2 July 2pm-6pm in aid of Soundabout. Loads to see and do. Herbaceous borders, walled ornamental kitchen garden, new
cherry orchard, rare breed farm animals, donkey and pony rides, heavy horse and mule demonstrations, bee display and more.
Admission £3, children free. Home-made teas, plant and jam stall. Soundabout.org.uk.

Do you have news or information which would be of
interest to other residents in the Parish?
Or do you have something to celebrate?
Let us know by emailing or calling any of the newsletter team members
(Contact details at the bottom of page18)

K IDM ORE E ND P ARIS H C OU NCI L

P AGE 9

Kidmore End Parish Council Website
We are delighted to announce some rather exciting news: we are in the process of building a
brand new website. It will be desktop, tablet and mobile friendly - and ready for you to visit later
this month. We are very keen to receive any feedback, so if there are any areas that you think we
can improve or add to the website, do let us know.
We will be updating the photography once the weather co-operates a bit more and as always, we
would be delighted to showcase any of your great photos from the parish.
Please send your comments and wonderful photographs to us at
kidmoreendpc@gmail.com
Thank you
Ana Silva O’Reilly and Caroline Aldridge

South Chiltern Choral Society
South Chiltern Choral Society is a large, friendly choir that loves to sing all sorts of music –
classical, traditional, easy listening, jazz and contemporary.
We are a registered charity and our aim is to bring a wide range of music to the local community
via our concerts. We also support charitable causes for no charge. Recent examples include
singing at Reading Station in aid of
Launchpad, and at Sue Ryder, Nettlebed,
for residents. Based in Sonning Common,
we perform three times a year in and
around Reading and have participated in a
number of exchange tours with other choirs;
this summer the choir will be performing in
Albi, South of France.
We are lucky to have a very talented young
musical director, Paul Burke, whose music
has been performed in cathedrals and
churches across the UK, and broadcast on
BBC Radio 3, Channel 4, and Classic FM –
as well as in Sonning Common!
We welcome new members, especially
tenors and basses. If you are considering joining us, please have a look at our website
(www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk) which gives more details.
If you would like to see us in action, our next concert showcasing the voices of our 100+ singers
with be on Saturday 8 April 2017 at 7pm. Together with professional soloists and orchestra, and
conducted by Paul Burke, the choir will perform Mozart’s iconic Requiem before springing into
Schubert’s more exuberant Mass No 3 in B Flat.
The concert will be held at The Great Hall, University of Reading, London Road, Reading, RG1
5AQ, where there is free parking and wheelchair access.
Tickets cost £12 (under 21s £6) and are available via the choir’s website
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or the box office on 07500 032840 nearer the concert date.

P AGE 1 0

I SSUE

N O . 127

Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
For some reason I always
think of the early Spring Term
as the ‘quiet term’, but in
reality there is simply no such
thing in a primary school! As
always we have been busy
immersing ourselves into new
topics, with Space being a
particularly popular choice in
Year Five, and ensuring
those topics lead to high
quality writing and maths
work. We have also been
fortunate to have a number of
visitors to school, and trips
out for classes which have
enriched their experiences at
school.
In early January we were
delighted to have a visit from
a storyteller; KS1 were
treated to ‘The BFG’ and KS2
to ‘A Taste of Dahl’. These
performances were kindly
funded by KESA and we
hope inspired the children to
read and write. Certainly in
our recent discussions
around World Book Day it
was clear that Roald Dahl
remains a hugely popular
author choice for children,
with quite a few Charlie
Buckets, Matildas and even a
BFG appearing amongst the
costumes.
Later in January we were
visited by Rabbi Zvi
Solomons of the Jewish
Community of Berkshire. He
led an assembly introducing
Judaism to both KS1 and
KS2 and then ran workshops
in Y3 and Y6 to support their
RE topics of this term. Year
Three took part in a Passover
meal and learned about the
significance of the different

foods on the Seder Plate
and Year Six learned a
great deal about the
persecution of Jews during
World War Two – they asked
many insightful questions and
were left with much to think
about at the end of the
session.
Each week we welcome
Reverend James Stickings into
our school to lead Friday
Worship. The children really
enjoy these sessions and have
learnt a lot about stories from
the Bible, particularly from the
life of Jesus, as well as some
insights into James’ childhood
in Canada which has captured
their imagination. We are
enjoying again having a Rector
in post to work alongside, and
hope to develop the children’s
role in our worship over the
coming months.
In February we were again
visited by the Life Education
Bus. This forms an integral
part of our personal, social and
health education programme in
school, with each class having
a tailored session on the Bus.
Feedback from both children
and parents has been
universally positive, and I’m
pleased to say that Debbie’s
feedback on the behaviour and
engagement of our children is
also very positive.
We have also welcomed into
school the Master Builders’
Club, a business run locally by
Kate Winter and Clare Wright.
They ran workshops for Year
Three and Four, planned
especially for their topics of
Volcanoes and The Tudors.
Feedback from the children

was quite simple: “We loved it!”
and I am delighted that the
children in turn listened well
and showed great creativity
and teamwork. What a lovely
representation of our school
values in action!
Year Two and Year Six have
been working since January
with a specialist Dance
teacher, Mrs Emma Seymour,
again relating to their class
topics. It has been lovely to
see the progress and I hope
particularly that the parents of
Year Six have been shown a
few new moves as the children
were learning dances from
World War Two. Mrs Seymour
is now working with Year Three
and Year Five and developing
their creative movement skills.
We continue to enjoy music at
school – indoors and out! We
have put the old library to good
use and now have a lovely
Music Room, with our
extensive collection of
instruments out for children to
access. We will continue to
use this space for small group
work and instrument lessons.
We have benefitted from KESA
funding for new instruments
and now have a lovely outdoor
xylophone in Mr MacGregor's
Garden. We'd like to develop
this outside area into more of a
sensory garden, and are
looking for ideas and
inspiration for this small scale
project. At the end of this term
the children will be benefitting
continued on page 11
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Kidmore End CE (VA) Primary School
from a whole day percussion
workshop and I know they are
looking forward to making
plenty of noise!
We celebrated World Book
Day on 3 March in school. The
School Council led activities for
the day, including sharing their
favourite books with the whole
school in assembly. The hall
was transformed into a reading
paradise with a bedtime story
area, a story tent, a puppet
theatre and a rocking chair, as
well as our Reading Tree
where children all had the
chance to share their book
recommendations. As usual,
Linda Hull

from Page 10

there were some fantastic
costume ideas, and most
importantly lots of enthusiasm
about books and reading
across the school. I loved
seeing Year Five reading to
their buddies in Foundation
Stage, and Year Six reading to
Year One – I’m not sure who
enjoyed it more – the older or
younger children!
Next week is Science Week,
and we welcome the Science
Dome on Monday and Science
Oxford on Wednesday to work
with the children. Again, we
have benefitted from KESA
funding for these events as

well as for some super STEM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths)
resources for each class. In
addition to this, Year Six and
Year Four are taking part in
workshops for Henley Youth
Festival, and Year Two are
time-travelling their way to the
Great Fire of London with a
visit from History off the Page.
Really, just a normal week in
the life of a primary school. It’s
certainly never dull, and that’s
why I love my job.

Headteacher

Safe and Well visits from Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service
Did you know that Oxfordshire County Council’s Fire and Rescue Service offer free Safe and Well
Visits? Our firefighters will visit you at home to see what they can do to help you reduce the risk of
fire.
What does a visit cover? It combines a Home Safety Check to help reduce the risk of fire in your
home, such as checking and fitting smoke alarms and helping you make a fire escape plan. We
can also offer you advice and support to help your health and wellbeing.
During the visit firefighters are able to provide advice and support to reduce any immediate risk
from falls, fire, flood or power cuts, along with advice to help protect you from scams and doorstep
crime.
You can request a visit online at www.365alive.co.uk/safewell or call our Community Safety
Helpline on 08000 325 999. If a loved one or friend would benefit from a visit please let them know
about our Safe and Well visits.
Do you have a fire safety concern or question? There’s lots of great tips and
advice to help keep you and your family safer at home on www.365alive.co.uk.
Or you can call our Community Safety Helpline on 08000 325 999.
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FISH Minibus service
The trial service to Reading using the FISH Volunteer Centre minibus, which has been running on
Fridays during January and February, will continue for the next two months.
There will be three pick-up locations:
11.15 a.m.

The Reformation at Gallowstree Common

11.20 a.m.

The New Inn at Kidmore End

11.25 a.m.

The junction of Chalkhouse Green Lane and Kidmore End Road

on the following days
April

Friday 7

and

Friday 21

The bus will then travel to Reading and drop passengers at the rear of Marks & Spencer in Friar
Street.
The return journey will pick-up from the same location at 2.30 p.m. and stop at the same
locations as on the outward journey.
The FISH minibus can accommodate 16 passengers and journeys are best booked in advance
although you can just wait at the pick-up stops.
To book a place on any journey please telephone the FISH Volunteer Centre on 0118 972 3986
between 9.30 and 11.30 a.m. on any weekday. Tell the office volunteer that you want to book for
the ‘Kidmore End Service’ and give your name, a contact telephone number, the date(s) you wish
to travel and where you wish to board the bus.
If the line is engaged, then you can leave a message with same information.
Bookings for any month can be made from the 20th of the previous month e.g. 20 February for
journeys in March. This service is open to passengers over 18 years and will be free on
production of a senior bus pass or payment of £4 with no bus pass.
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Dr Burnett retires from Sonning Common Health Centre
A few words from Dr Burnett:
Working as a GP in Sonning Common for 31 years has been a great privilege. People have
shared important moments in their lives with me. I have been present at
the births of babies who have grown up to be fine young men and
women. I have broken good news and bad and I have been with people
as their lives have ended. I work with a team of dedicated and talented
people, all of whom contribute to the service that we provide. Our
practice is successful because of the support and encouragement that
we receive from the people that we serve.
My time at the health centre is coming to an end but the ethos of care
and innovation that we have always had will continue. New doctors bring
new enthusiasm and fresh thinking that will keep us developing as our
community grows. I know that I am leaving the practice in good health
and wish my patients and colleagues every success in the future.”
Dr Andrew Burnett is retiring from Sonning Common Health Centre at the end of March 2017. Dr
Burnett has worked as a GP at the health centre for 31 years. He will be replaced by Dr Claire
Webster and Dr Nick Smith from Monday 3 April, who are both joining the surgery as salaried
doctors.
Patients of Dr Burnett will move to Dr Claire Webster if their surname begins with A to J and to
Dr Nick Smith if their surname begins with K to Z. Patients are welcome to see any of the health
centre’s GPs, subject to availability.
Andrea Tsoi
Practice Manager, Sonning Common Health Centre, 0118 972 2188

Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival 6 to 14 May
The Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival is the country’s oldest and biggest open studio event, having
started in 1981. Covering the whole of Oxfordshire across three weeks, this year the Oxfordshire
Artweeks Festival is starting off in the south of the county.
Among the 30 or so artists and artisans exhibiting this year in South
Oxfordshire is Debbie Page. Although based in Kidmore End, Debbie
has joined forces with three other local artists and artisans and is
showing her work at Boundary House, Crabtree Close, Ipsden, OX10
6BN. The exhibition will be open 5 May 7pm-10pm, 6-7 May 11am-5pm
& 11-14 May 11am-5pm. There’s plenty of on-road parking and
refreshments will be available.
Alongside Debbie’s ceramics, will be host Denny Webb’s paintings,
(mostly of local landscapes), Fiona Cameron’s textiles (quilts and
homeware) and Julie Grose - sculptural blacksmith.
It is only a short drive away and easy to find. Debbie will be dropping around some flyers in the
run-up to the Festival, with maps etc.
To find out more about the Artweeks event, please visit www.artweeks.org.
Debbie Page 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.co.uk
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Go Active Gold – Activities for the over 60s
Following the successful taster sessions for Tai Chi and Nordic Walking for the over 60’s in March,
the following Go Active classes are now available:
Tai Chi: Diamond Jubilee Pavilion, Gallowstree Common, 11 am - 12 pm on the following
dates, £4 per session:
April

10 (Monday)

18 (Tuesday)

24 (Monday)

May

2 (Tuesday)

8 (Monday)

15 (Monday)

22 (Monday)

30 (Tuesday )

Nordic Walking:
Wednesdays 11.15 am -12.15 pm on the recreational field at the
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion, Gallowstree Common. FREE 6 week course. Booking Essential
Senior circuits: Being planned, dates not yet finalised.
Contact: Simone Passeri on 07717 326661 for more details on any of the above classes.

Kidmore End Pre-School
Hello from the pre-school on a
lovely sunny day. We are off
and running into the new term.
I’ve seen lots of daffodils and
other pretty spring flowers so
this must definitely be classed
as the Spring Term. (*crosses
fingers and hopes she hasn’t
caused snowstorms to
appear*)

Running at the same time as
the infant disco at the primary
school, it proved to be very
popular with younger siblings
who had their own event to
come to.

We have welcomed several
new families and little ones to
pre-school already this year.
We hope that they settle well
and enjoy all that we have to
offer this term. As always
there has been a lot going on.
On World Book Day (Thursday
2 March) we held a Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party and
second-hand bookstall. It was
lovely and sunny, and just
before big school pick up so
we had a lovely afternoon with
friends old and new.

We’re now looking forward to
events like Red Nose Day,
and towards the end of the
term we are having a pyjama
‘evening’ for the children: hot
chocolate, DVDs and
marshmallows on bean bags
and cuddly cushions! In
between times we shall be
continuing with our
explorations into the world of
baby animals with lots of
activities planned both inside
and outside, weather
permitting!

A few days later we held our
inaugural pre-school disco.

Kidmore End Pre-School is a
small pre-school set in a rural

Our lovely staff ran the event
and wiggled and jiggled with
the best of them! An event to
be repeated!

Best wishes Emma Hawker, Business Manager and Registrar

location, with session numbers
limited to 14 children. We
recently held an Open
Afternoon for potential new
parents which was very well
attended.
I do still have a limited number
of spaces on the register so if
you would like more
information about our
wonderful pre-school, or you
would like to add your child to
our waiting list, please do not
hesitate to let me know. You
can contact me on 0118
9484985 or e-mail
enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon
as possible. Please see our
website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.
uk for further
information or find
us on Facebook.
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Local Weather Report: Summer 2016
Average
Minimum
Temperature

Average
Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall
Totals

Highest
in (day)

C

F

C

F

mm

in

mm

December

9.0

48

2.7

37

23

0.9

3.5

0.1 (12th)

January

6.7

44

-0.6

31

94

3.7

15

0.6 (12/19th)

February

9.3

49

3.4

38

38

1.5

7

0.3 (6th)

155

6.1

Rainfall - 3 months to end February 2017

This winter has been drier than 2015/2016, we have had 64 mm/2.5 in less than last winter.
December was particularly dry with only one third of the rain of 2015. Both December & January
were colder than last winter, in January I recorded an average minimum temperature of -0.6 C/31
F the first time a whole month has had a negative average minimum in the 4 years I’ve been doing
this report.
Although there has been less rain we have not had any long dry spells, the longest dry spell was 4
days, only three days (all in January) had more than 13 mm/0.5 in rain. There were no days when
any significant amount of snow fell and remained on the ground for long.
There have been 29 nights when the minimum temperature has fallen below zero compared with
13 nights last winter. For the second year there were no days when the maximum temperature
remained below zero. 5 January was the coldest day with the lowest maximum (2.4 C/36 F), the
coldest night was 22 January (-5.8 C/22 F).

Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to November 2016
Lowest
C

Highest

F (day)

C

F (day)

December

-3.4

26 (27&28 )

14.1

58 (9th)

January

-5.8

22 (22nd)

10.5

50 (31st)

February

-2.5

28 (5th)

13.8

57 (22nd)

Chris Brook

th
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Gardening
Spring has arrived. She left it late this year, but a very
welcome arrival nevertheless. Now is the time to think of
our lawns and the ways to get them back on track after a
long winter. Treat your lawn with either a propriety ‘weed
and feed’ fertilizer, or a fertilizer that promises to encourage
‘green growth’. This will green it up encouraging the grass
to grow and provide the perfect back drop for your
wonderful borders.
At this point in the year, your garden should have an
abundance of spring colour. If your daffodil clumps are
congested they will require digging up and replanting so
that the bulbs have more room. Don’t forget to feed your
spring bulbs so that next year the flowers are even better. Growmore, Osmocote or similar slow
release fertilizers are good to use, or you can water your bulbs with Miracle grow or similar. Ensure
that the fertilizer contains N, P and K; using up old rose/tomato food will also work (in my
experience, plants are not able to read).
If you have huge clumps of primroses, they can be split up now so that you can spread them
around your garden. Remember to water if the weather is dry so that plants can establish good
root systems. If spring bulbs have failed to flower, either feed them now to give them a good
chance to flower next year, or dig them up and bin them. Planting new spring bulbs during August
will ensure a good show next year.
It is time to sow broad beans, peas, sugarsnaps, mange touts and lettuces. Watch out for mice,
because they adore large seeds and newly germinated seedlings. You can get a head start on
hardy annuals by starting them off in the greenhouse now.
There is still time to grow tomatoes from seed, but if you want peppers, it is best to buy young
plants from a garden centre/nursery to ensure good crops. Peppers need to be started off in
January because they take a little while to get going.
Do not put any tender plants outside just yet; waiting until the middle of May before planting these
out is the best course to follow, because one cold night will damage or kill your tender plants.
Many people have been complaining about slugs and snails. This is the time when they do
maximum damage to herbaceous plants. Protect your plants using barriers (copper tape or slug
wool, or rings of plastic cut from large plastic bottles, or egg shells), or you can carefully use slug
pellets that are recommended for organic gardening. Do not use anything containing
metaldehyde.
When the weather warms up a little, you will be able to apply a drench of nematodes (Nemaslug),
which work very well at killing all those little slugs that live in the soil.
Happy gardening
Caroline Aldridge (9723700)

Hire the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion

The pavilion can be rented throughout the week. At a
rate of £10 per hour. The pavilion is suitable for children's parties, wedding receptions, fitness or
other classes and a host of other activities Please contact Mr Penfold on 0118 947 3130 or go to
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion for further information or to make a booking

Newsletter
Spring 2017

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police, non emergency
101
emergency
999
website
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

Spring 2017

SODC

Parish Council Meetings:

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes
email

19 Apr 2017 (Annual Meeting)

email: info@southoxon.gov.uk 01235 422422
Open:

Mon-Thu
Fri

8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

21 Jun 2017

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

19 Jul 2017

Oxfordshire Highways

0845 310 1111
www.oxfordshirehighways.org

Fix my Street

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

17 May 2017

at 8pm in Kidmore End Parish Room
including 10 minutes public session.

Parish Councillors
Parish Council Chairman
Clerk to the Council

Sue Biggs
Roger Penfold
email

0118 947 3130
clerk@kepc.co.uk

30 Venetia Close, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8UG

District Councillor
Rob Simister (rob_simister@msn.com)

01491 576352

County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer (kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 07803 005680
03444 111444

Citizens Advice Bureau

Services available at 32 Market Place, Henley
Drop-in service - Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 10 - 1pm; Wed 3 - 6pm
Pre-booked appointments - Mon, Tue, Thu 10 - 4pm; Wed 3 - 6pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Telephone advice - Mon, Tue, Wed 10 - 6pm; Thu 10 - 6.30pm; Fri 10 - 4pm
Friends of Sonning Common Library
Application form

hp://www.kepc.co.uk/
news.php#foscl-applicaon

Services also available at: (call above number for an appointment)
Watlington Parish Office (Old School Place)
Woodcote Community Centre (Old School House)

CAB (Henley) website

www.caox.org.uk/henley

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings: Paula Beville
Newsletter/Website
Contributions
Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you have
any news items or pictures for the
Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d be
delighted to hear from you. Articles
can be sent to any member of the
editorial board or directly to the
website webmaster
The closing date for the next edition is
16 June 2017.

10 am - 11 am (Thursdays)
10 am - 11 am (Fridays)

0118 972 2247

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings: Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings: Debbie Page

07802 347943

Newsletter Editorial Board

Caroline Aldridge (carolinedaldridge@gmail.com)

0118 972 3700 (Editor)

Andy Miros (andym-general@usa.net)

0118 972 1001

Jackie Russell (jackie@russells2.net)

0118 972 2214

Shelia Forde (sheila_forde@hotmail.com)

0118 972 2052

Parish Council website
email:
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