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The Kidmore End Parish NDP (KENDP)
A community consultation is taking place 
between 7 November and 16 January to get 
feedback on the draft KENDP. Once ratified 
the KENDP will be a legal document, used 
in combination with SODC’s Local Plan and 
national policies to assess planning appli-
cations. It sets out a vision for development 
within the parish up to 2035, supported by  
six objectives and a suite of ten policies.

Vision: Preserve the rural character and 
retain the open spaces in and around 
the Parish through appropriate 
housing development and by 
being geographically separate 
from nearby larger settlements, 
supporting and enhancing the 
Chilterns AONB, engaging with 
our Parish communities, and 
prioritising road safety.

Objectives
m  Local Character 
m  Housing Development
m  Landscape
m  Local Travel and Safety
m  Environment and Sustainability
m  Community Spirit

Policies
The suite of ten policies support the objectives 
and contain the legal wording against which  
planning applications will be assessed once  
the plan is agreed.

Why is the KENDP  
beneficial to the parish?
Having the KENDP is the best way to ensure local 
development meets local needs and protect 
the parish against inappropriate development, 
either small or large scale. Planners and Planning 
Inspectors have shown support for NDPs that 
positively promote development, enforcing and 

upholding their terms both in routine planning 
applications and in planning appeals. For example 
in Sonning Common, when a developer wanted to 
increase the number of houses on a site, the ruling 
went in favour of the NDP. 

What’s the risk to the parish?
Before any work started on the KENDP there was 
already a clear threat of speculative/inappropriate 

development within our parish. This threat 
continues, particularly on the Reading 

boundary and through both infill 
and speculative proposals within 

the villages.

21 sites were put forward 
by landowners as part of 
the Call for Sites process. 
If development happened 
on all the sites rated ‘green’ 
or ‘amber’ by independent 
consultants, this would lead 

to a 200+ (40%) increase in 
housing in the parish. This 

figure does not include any 
possible development on the 

South Oxfordshire side of Reading 
Golf Course or on other infill sites across 

the parish, and so the real threat of develop-
ment is much bigger than indicated during the Call 
for Sites process. 

Why is it important to allocate a site 
for development within the KENDP?
The key factor in writing a robust and successful 
NDP is that it positively promotes development. If 
our parish supports development, however small 
in scale, then we have the best possible chance of 
fighting off unsuitable development. 

Therefore, regardless of housing targets, by  
allocating a very small development of 3 to 4 
family homes, planners and inspectors are more 
likely to support and uphold the policies within  
our KENDP when making planning decisions.  
This is why we are supportive of one small scale 
development within our parish.

www.kepc.info/ndp/consultation2020



KENDP Proposed Allocated Site
All 21 sites put forward by landowners as part of 
the call for sites process were assessed by inde-
pendent consultants. None of these are brownfield 
sites. Within the parish, only one of the 21 sites has 
been rated ‘green’, i.e. broadly suitable. This is at 
the end of Tokers Green Lane in Kidmore End 
village, referenced as CFS8 in the draft 
KENDP. This site is on a very small 
(no more than 0.49h) area of agri-
cultural land with the majority of 
the field unaffected. The small 
plot in question abuts the linear 
build line of the village.

The development of this site 
would be done in accordance 
with the terms set out in the 
Housing Allocation Policy in 
the KENDP which states that the 
development must be in keeping 
with local character, protect exist-
ing hedges and trees, and achieve at 
least a 10% net gain in biodiversity. The 
KENDP only supports the development of 3 to 
4 houses on this specific site. 

Supporting development of this site should not be 
seen as setting a precedent for development on 
agricultural land more broadly across the parish as 
our policies have been drafted to provide an 
extra level of  protection for our open countryside 
(which includes agricultural land and woodland in 
either the AONB or its setting). 

Planning History and  
Household Survey
The proposal to allocate the one green rated site 
in Kidmore End for 3 to 4 houses is supported by 
community feedback, including the Household 
Survey, where the majority of respondents were 
in favour of a small scale development of small 
housing in Kidmore End village. 

Both Gallowstree Common and Tokers Green have 
increased their housing numbers and mix in recent 
years and so a small scale development of smaller 
dwellings in Kidmore End seems consistent. We 
feel that allocating the CFS8 site for development 
therefore not only considerably strengthens the 
KENDP but also enables us to respond to commu-
nity feedback. 

Infill
Organic infill is likely to continue, with or without 
an allocated site. Infill relates to spaces between 
dwellings and buildings within the built form of  
the villages. 

The rules for infill in the SODC Local Plan 2035 
have relaxed and there is no longer a 

limit to the size of the site or the 
number of houses deemed 

appropriate. The draft KENDP 
addresses this through the 
Local Character policy 
and specifically through 
Appendix D: Visual and 
Spatial Character, which 
sets out the characteristics 
of each village. Therefore, 
our draft KENDP not only 

aims to protect the parish 
landscape and green spaces 

between villages, but also 
control the type of infill permitted 

within the villages.

By having the KENDP, we have the opportu-
nity to provide the type of protection not afforded 
by local and national policies and ensure that future 
development suits each village’s character in terms 
of the acceptable size, scale, massing, character 
and design of any such infill. 

Summary of key points  
in the draft KENDP
 N The KENDP will preserve the rural character of 

the parish and protect against inappropriate 
development

 N The KENDP takes a proactive, positive approach 
to delivering the needs expressed by the 
community

 N Without the KENDP we remain exposed  
to significant threats in the whole parish:  
boundaries, villages and green spaces

 N One small, allocated site is proposed. This  
will considerably strengthen the KENDP and 
provide the smaller housing favoured by the 
parish 

 N The suite of ten policies protect the landscape 
and ensure future design is in keeping with 
local character

 N The draft KENDP has been written by and for  
residents living in every village of our parish
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