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We have been living through one of the most momentous and difficult periods in recent 

history, as we experience life in a pandemic.  The village has responded in an 

extraordinary fashion in so many ways; checking on neighbours, doing shopping for 

those shielding, keeping spirits up with flowers outside the church and latterly, through 

the KE Cooks for Carers initiative - providing regular home cooked food to the staff in 

the ICU and anaesthetics departments of the Royal Berkshire Hospital (RBH).  The need 

for the initiative was raised by a villager working at the RBH who reported that 

circumstances had led to staff 

snacking during breaks and not 

always having access to nutritious 

and energy boosting meals. 

From outset, our intention was not just to support RBH, but to 

provide a sense of purpose and achievement to so many in the village 

whose spirits were flagging in early January 2021, faced with yet 

another lockdown.  Morale was low and we needed something to 

keep us going during the long winter months.  The proof of this was 

the response to the request for help from RBH. 

When we first asked who might be interested in cooking meals we 

were astonished by the response.  Within days, we had established a 

small working party of 6, and ten days later, sent our first portions of 

food to the hospital. We were able to set up 6 teams of 5 cooks, with 

2 teams cooking once every three weeks, and producing 50 meals a 

week.  We had a team of 8 people delivering to RBH, and a source of 

provisions through our community Local Veg etc. operation, and Carl 

Woods, a local butcher.  After a few weeks the cooks grew to 9 

teams, supported by people from the neighbouring village of Sonning 

Common, through the parishioners of the Anglican and Catholic 
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churches.  We moved to 120 meals a week within a very short period, and added cakes, fresh fruit and fresh bread rolls to 

the deliveries. 

We have been supported financially by generous donations from villagers, Local Veg 

etc., Carl Woods and the local Catholic and Church of England churches, as well as 

receiving substantial donations from three Livery Companies in London; The 

Drapers, The Weavers and The Coopers. Caroline McAslan led a band of knitters 

who made delightful Easter chicks and ducks that were 

bought by villagers as a way to support this project. The 

Coopers donation came in memory of Father Graham Foulis 

Brown, former Rector of Kidmore End and Chaplain to the 

Coopers. The Drapers donation was initiated by Jane Mather, 

who put us in contact with them in early January, and they have supported us, both financially 

and with some great advice and encouragement ever since. 

To remember this initiative, and indeed as a memento of how the village rallied throughout the 

Coronavirus pandemic, we are publishing a recipe book of the dishes prepared by villagers. 

Copies will be available at about £5 and if you would like to reserve a copy please email 

sue.remenyi@gmail.com. Proceeds will go towards future planned village initiatives.  

Chair Report 
Spring has arrived, bringing sunshine, walkers and cyclists. The parish looks lovely, wearing a 

bonnet of blossom and spring flowers. Lockdown is gradually easing, but council meetings 

continue online. If you have an issue that you would like to discuss in the open session, or if you 

would just like to see what the parish council does, you are welcome to join us; please request a link 

from Mr Penfold at clerk@kepc.info or copy the link from the agenda on the website. We would be 

delighted to see as many of you as possible. If the road map out of lockdown stays on track, there is 

a possibility that the May council meeting may be the last virtual meeting of the pandemic.  

There are changes in the parish council. Trevor Perchard volunteered to be Vice-Chair until the Annual Parish Meeting in 

April (details below). I am very pleased to welcome 2 new councillors, Alastair McAslan from Kidmore End, who was 

co-opted at the parish council meeting on 20 January, and Sonia Matthews, who was co-opted at the meeting on 17 

February. Alastair has joined the Planning Subcommittee and is also engaging with residents in Cane End and 

Chalkhouse Green to help them renovate their phone boxes. Sonia is keen to involve children and young people in 

sustainable projects in our parish. We have also applied for and received 2 grants for the Pavilion at Gallowstree 

Common, one from Councillor Kevin Bulmer to repair the floodlights, and the other from Councillor Peter Dragonetti for 

the installation of CC-TV. Thank you to both of our elected representatives.  

Thank you all so much for your replies to our survey about the newsletter. We received many compliments on the wide 

variety of articles, and how useful many of you find the newsletter. The wonderful volunteers who distribute the 

newsletter were delighted to deliver a paper copy once more. There seemed to be a 50:50 split between those that like a 

paper copy and those that prefer an electronic version, so we have decided to continue to deliver a paper copy to everyone 

in the parish. We will continue to email a copy to those registered and so if you would like your newsletter in colour, 

please visit the website at www.kepc.info and sign up. You will find the results to our survey on page 19.  

Annual Parish Meeting 2021 

The Annual Parish meeting will be held on 21 April at 7.30 pm. The reports will be on the website. Please come along on 

Zoom to see what the parish council has done over the last year. 

Reading Golf Club  

As suspected, the developers made another application to build on land belonging to Reading Golf Club in February 

2021. This time round, the number of houses was reduced slightly to 257, and the applicant submitted some proposals for 

land in South Oxon in the Community Infrastructure Plan; this land is in the parish of Kidmore End. These proposals 

included new cycle/footway routes, a potential site for allotments, a new clubhouse and café, a new sitting area, novel 

golf activities, a 2.91ha Country Park, and a new wooded area or community orchard (1.12 ha). There has been no 

consultation with either South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) or Kidmore End Parish Council, despite the fact that 

the proposals are in these areas of jurisdiction and are clearly supposed to provide additional recreational open space for 

the benefit of residents in Reading. Because the original planning application was withdrawn in December, none of the 

over 2000 objections submitted against that application will be counted. Kidmore End Parish Council has submitted 

strong objections to this application on your behalf. 

mailto:sue.remenyi@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@kepc.info
http://www.kepc.info/
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South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2035  

The Local Plan 2035 was adopted in December, but now campaigners are determined that there should be a judicial 

review.  Campaigners are concerned about the high number of new houses in the plan, and the statutory challenge is being 

headed by Dr Sue Roberts, an SODC councillor who resigned from the Green group of the ruling coalition on the council 

after the Local Plan was passed.  

Meanwhile, plans for the next Local Plan are starting. In March, SODC and the Vale of White Horse District Council 

decided to develop a joint Local Plan in the future to significantly reduce costs and help the councils meet their ambitious 

targets for making the two districts carbon neutral. 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)  

The NDP Steering Group are working hard to incorporate your comments, queries and proposed changes to the draft NDP 

as a result of Regulation 14, and the comments, queries and proposed changes sent in by other stakeholders, including 

landowners, OCC and SODC. The NDP Steering Group are working closely with SODC to ensure that our NDP will be 

robust and a fair reflection of what all the parishioners from all parts of our parish want. Detailed documents are on the 

website, but there will be changes as part of the consultation process. There is much work to be done before the 

consultation document is ready to submit to the parish council.  

Play Areas 

Both play areas continue to be busy. Part of the climbing frame in Gallowstree Common was repaired in January, with the 

remaining part of the climbing frame repaired in March. Repair to the bucket swing will take place later this spring. In the 

meantime, thank you to both families who to helped to repair the goal posts in the Kidmore End play area. Please 

continue to read the safety signs and rules. These are for your safety and for the safety of others. I would like to thank 

users who report small problems to Mr Penfold on clerk@kepc.info. 

Pavilion and Gallowstree Common Playing Fields 

We will open the pavilion when Covid regulations allow. Most of the people who regularly hire the pavilion are eagerly 

looking forward to being able to use the hall once more. If the planned route out of Lockdown works, then the cricket 

season will start as normal, something to look forward to. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  

Following discussions, the number of projects suggested by you was reduced to a manageable five. Councillors and the 

Clerk volunteered to seek further information, to be discussed in forthcoming meetings. The following projects made the 

short list:  

• Bus shelter(s) at Cane End – the Clerk 

• Defibrillator at Diamond Jubilee Pavilion – Mr I G C Pearson 

• Moving Chalkhouse Green phone kiosk – Mr A R R McAslan 

• Driveway at Gallowstree Common Recreation Ground – Mr I G C Pearson 

• Extension of footway in Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common – Mr J M Ducker. 

If you have ideas for using CIL money, please forward your idea to the Clerk at clerk@kepc.info.   

Road Safety 

The council requested that speed surveys should be carried out in Cane End, Gallowstree Common and Tokers Green 

once schools went back in March. With lockdown starting to ease, we were the first in line for speed surveys, so these 

were carried out between 19-26 March. Funds have been allocated in the 2021-22 budget for this. The results of these 

surveys will be discussed at the meeting in April. Future traffic calming measures, including new road markings, and the 

provision of white gates at Cane End, could be some of the projects that will get the green light in the future. I will keep 

you informed about progress. 

The Reformation Pub  

We were unsuccessful in our sixth attempt to get the pub listed as an Asset of Community Value (ACV). There is a 

possibility that Brakspear may entertain an approach from the community to purchase the pub. If this is a possibility, then 

I am sure that you will hear about it on the village grapevine.  

Footpaths 

The winter rains and lockdown have created something of a perfect storm in the parish. Footpaths are dangerous and 

muddy, and this has been compounded by overuse because people are unable to travel and have had to exercise close to 

home. Footpaths have been widened (to avoid the mud) and crops have been damaged. I have been in conversations with 

landowners and The Chiltern Society. We all agree that there is no answer to this problem, but I do encourage you to read 

the Countryside Code on pages 6-9. We live in a beautiful part of South Oxfordshire and we are privileged to live next to 

so many footpaths and bridle ways. It is our responsibility to look after these rights of way and to treat the countryside, 

and those that use it for leisure, and those that manage it, with respect. 

mailto:clerk@kepc.info
mailto:clerk@kepc.info
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I would like to thank the public spirited villagers in Kidmore End who covered some of the muddy footpaths in with 

wood and bark chippings. This has made a huge difference. I can also report that the 2 stile replacements on the footpath 

from Coopers Pightle towards Sonning Common are now scheduled for late April - subject to government restrictions 

being lifted, Lockdown #3 was the reason that they didn't get installed in January.  

Other news  

Where would we be without the church flower ladies? The lovely floral decorations in front of the church in Kidmore End 

have continued to be a real focal point of Lockdown. Thank you for keeping our spirits raised.  

There will be a party at Gallowstree Common Pavilion on Friday 2 July to celebrate the lifting of Covid restrictions and to 

thank the community for their resilience over the past months. Local Veg etc, Kidmore End Cooks for Carers and many 

others in the community, who worked hard to ensure that those needing help were able to find that help, will be there, so 

this will be your chance to actually meet them in person. It will give us all a chance to swap Covid tales. Neighbours in 

Gallowstree Common and the Cricket Club are arranging the festivities, and everyone is invited to come along. Let’s 

hope that the weather is warm. 

Caroline Aldridge  

chairman@kepc.info 

Report from Kidmore End NDP Steering Group, 12th March 2021 
The Regulation 14 consultation ended on the 16 January. Thank you to everyone who responded either via the survey or 

in writing.  We had 294 responses to the survey with representation from every village and a further 8 written responses 

from residents.  

The feedback from all parties is being recorded in the Consultation Statement, an official document which will support 

the updated version of the NDP. The Steering Group is now in the process of collating, considering and commenting on 

all the feedback from residents as well as those from landowners and other stakeholders.  

The next stage of the process is for the steering group to submit the revised plan, with all required documents to the Parish 

Council.   These documents will then be submitted to South Oxfordshire District Council in accordance with Regulation 

15.    

After submission, responsibility for taking the process forward lies with the local planning authority, which is South 

Oxfordshire District Council (SODC).  SODC will publicise the plan and hold a 6-week consultation period (Regulation 

16).  At this time, the revised Kidmore End NDP and all new or revised documents will be available on the Parish 

Council website. 

Following the consultation period SODC will arrange the independent examination. The examiner will consider whether 

the neighbourhood plan meets the basic conditions and other legal requirements. If successful at the examination stage, 

with modifications if necessary, SODC will then arrange for a neighbourhood development plan referendum. If there is a 

majority yes vote, the plan becomes part of the statutory development plan for the area. 

Sue Biggs, Chair, Kidmore End Parish NDP Steering Group 

From the District Councillor 
 Despite Covid, the District Council has continued “in business”, and except for a hiccup over the 

brown bins a few weeks ago, when many of the waste team were off, the bin service that we all use has 

carried on.  It is a tribute to both the men and women who do the physical service, and also the 

backroom people who juggle priorities and resources to keep the service going. 

Officers of the council have been diverted onto distributing support to individuals and businesses, an 

unusual role as normally they are collecting money from all of us who pay local taxes.  Of course, the 

collection of taxes still has to carry on.  

This is the time of year when budgets and council tax are set, and I am sorry to say that SODC has had to raise the 

Council Tax again by £5 to £132 a year for a band D property. I would point out that the current SODC element of the 

Council Tax of £126 is dwarfed by the County Council element of £1,527, and SODC’s Council Tax is still one of the 

lowest in the country.  

One of the significant costs the Council has faced recently is rent for the temporary offices at Milton Park, following the 

fire at Crowmarsh six years ago.  Continuing to rent was not sustainable, as the insurance pay out was long exhausted, so 

in 2019, the new Council determined to crack on with building a new office. In some ways the delay was fortuitous, as 

mailto:chairman@kepc.info
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Covid has shown that many staff can work from home so the new office could be smaller than the old.  The original plan 

to rebuild at Crowmarsh was set aside, and we are now going to have new build offices in Didcot, opposite the station on 

a site currently used as a car park that is already owned by the Council.  This is a better location, accessible by train and 

bus, and central to both South Oxford and the Vale of White Horse, as it will again be a shared office for the two councils.  

We have to prepare a Corporate Plan, and this has now been completed, giving a steer to the policies and direction of the 

Council under its LibDem and Green control. The Plan has six themes. Protection of our natural world, openness and 

accountability, action on climate emergency, improved economic and community wellbeing, 

homes and infrastructure that meet local need, and investments that rebuild our financial 

availability. More details are on the SODC Website. 

Addressing the first of these themes, I, along with Councillor Ian Snowdon, have been appointed 

tree champions. We are encouraging tree growing and protection, promoting the value of trees 

and woodland and raising awareness of the importance of protecting of trees and woodlands. The 

best time to plant a tree is 25 years ago, and I am pleased to say that I have been planting trees all 

my life, starting from when I was at school. One notable tree that I planted in about 1987 is the 

Wild Service tree by the cross roads at Crays Pond, which is now a fine specimen of this 

uncommon but native species. 

Councillor Peter Dragonetti 

District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham  

 

Refurbishment of Phone Kiosks at Cane End and Chalkhouse Green 
Nearly three years ago, the 2017/18 Winter newsletter reported that work had started to repair and repaint the Kidmore 

End phone box. In the Spring of 2018, the weather was sufficiently kind to enable work to continue on-site to remove 65 

years of paint and rust from the top, back and side frames of the kiosk. Since then, the refurbished phone box has attracted 

much interest and has been used for ‘pop-up’ events, and not least has provided a highly visible part of the village’s 

historical architecture. 

It was always intended that the other two kiosks – in Cane End and Chalkhouse Green – would also be refurbished. With 

some funding earmarked by the Parish Council, plans are underway to repair and renovate both kiosks. 

Cane End. In 2020, the area around the kiosk at Cane End was tidied up with support from local residents led by Dianna 

and Colin Turner. The kiosk, which had been partially hidden by neighbouring bushes, is now ready for some serious 

refurbishment. Although it is tempting to provide a ‘quick fix’ with a couple of coats of paint, experience with the 

Kidmore End kiosk shows that a more thorough repair will be required, otherwise the kiosk will need to be repainted 

every 3-4 years. 

So, the plan is to start with the door which will be removed, then repaired and repainted off-site. When the weather 

improves, probably about May this year, glass panes will be removed, many coats of ageing paint will be removed, then 

three fresh coats of traditional GPO paint will be applied. The glass panes will be refitted, and the refurbished front door 

will be replaced. 

It is hoped a defibrillator will be fitted to the kiosk, but due to the cost of such a device it is likely to be installed as Phase 

2, perhaps in 2022 once funding is available. Dianna Turner has agreed 

to co-ordinate the refurbishment of the kiosk at Cane End. 

Chalkhouse Green. It is also planned to refurbish the kiosk at 

Chalkhouse Green. Although the easiest and quickest solution would be 

to repair and repaint it in its current position - beside a gigantic puddle - 

a bolder solution would be to move the kiosk across the road to a 

triangle of land owned by the Parish Council where it would be easier 

to access and more visible. The image here suggests what a re-

positioned and refurbished kiosk would look like. But such a proposal 

should be based on a local consensus and local leadership. Anyone 

from Chalkhouse Green wishing to co-ordinate the re-positioning and 

refurbishment of the kiosk should contact Alastair McAslan at 

alastair.mcaslan@kepc.info. 

  

mailto:alastair.mcaslan@kepc.info
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Community First Responders (CFR) 
2020 was, not surprisingly, the busiest year that we have had since the Kidmore End/Sonning Common CFRs were 

formed in 2008. This year we attended 279 calls exceeding last year’s total of 224. We are only supposed to go to calls 

that are within 5 miles of our base (typically our homes). However due to the extreme demands on South Central 

Ambulance Service (SCAS) we have been asked to go further afield than normal. Even though we were sometimes 

travelling much further we still arrived at 70% of the calls before an ambulance. 

Initially when the pandemic started, due to a lack of PPE, all CFRs had to stop responding. The required level of PPE 

became available just before Lockdown 1. That allowed us to recommence responding with amended operating 

procedures because of the transmission dangers of Covid-19. PPE supplies were not generous, but they were enough to 

allow us to respond, changing all PPE for every call.  All CFRs were given the chance to stop responding during the 

pandemic, SCAS also carried out risk assessments on all volunteers and any that were considered to be high risk were 

stopped from responding. This meant that only Adam & Chris were able respond. As neither of us was able to do any paid 

work we were on duty for over 250 hours each month during Lockdown 1. This increased availability meant we averaged 

1 call per day, double our normal call out rate. 

Despite the pandemic in May we received upgraded phones. These new phones are more powerful so run a much-

improved app that provides us with better information about the call that we are attending and, very importantly, they use 

the same navigation system as the ambulances - this system 

identifies individual houses, by name or number, rather than 

working at the postcode level.  

In July we were thrilled to take delivery of a new car, a Dacia 

Duster 4x4, this is part of a deal done between South Central 

Ambulance’s Charity and Renault/Dacia. A total of 40 Dacia 

Dusters have been leased for 4 years to replace all the existing 

ageing fleet of CFR cars across the four counties covered by 

SCAS.  One of the new features are ‘Alley Lights’, a lighting 

system installed in the roof bars, which shines a spotlight out to the 

side of the car to help us find addresses in the dark.   

Whilst we did go to a few Covid-19 calls, usually ones that had not been tested/diagnosed. Most of our calls were the 

‘typical calls’ that we get every year. 

Total Number of Calls in 2020 279 

Cardiac Arrests  5 

Chest Pains 37 

Breathing Difficulties 35 

Falls 43 

Stroke 27 

Unconscious 11 

Non-Injury Falls 21 

CFRs are dispatched to calls by the SCAS Control Centre, when you ring 999 if there is a CFR available, they will be sent 

as well as the usual ambulance. If the call is believed to be to someone who has fallen but is uninjured the CFR will be 

sent to do preliminary checks, then after consultation with the specialist paramedics in the Control Centre the CFR will be 

given permission to use their special emergency lifting cushion to get the patient up off the floor – thus saving a lengthy 

wait for an ambulance. 

If you would like more information about CFRs or would like to make a donation, please see our website 

www.sonningcommonfirstresponders.co.uk. 

Chris Brook  

 

 

 

http://www.sonningcommonfirstresponders.co.uk/
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The Parish Church 
Although, as this article is being written, winter hasn’t quite ended - meteorologically, 

there are already many signs of spring; and, having moved into Lent, we are looking 

forward to Easter, the oldest and greatest feast of the Christian Church. Sadly, however, 

as was the case last year, our celebration will be constrained by the ongoing 

Coronavirus situation.  

Before looking forward, however, we should 

review the events of the winter; and, despite the 

problems, there was much to be grateful for – 

Christingle 2020. No service was possible at St John’s, but, at Christ the King 

[our daughter church] it was a different formula to past years’ services, and 

Christingle celebrations went ahead on Christmas Eve to the delight of those who 

attended. Joan Lamprell and her team of helpers worked hard to produce a 

memorable drop-in event from 3pm to 5pm, hoping to raise some much-needed 

money for the Children’s Society. Observing strict Covid rules, family groups 

were shown into the church to experience the story of Christmas, told through the media of children’s Bible, printed 

verses, stars, angels, candles and nativity scenes - knitted, wooden or porcelain. Surrounded by beautiful Christmas 

music, families took their time reading and enjoying the peaceful ambience of the church. At the end of their tour, 

families received a DIY package of Christingle components for children to assemble at home. 

A full report of this splendid event, which raised over £250 for the Children’s Society, can be seen in our February 

magazine, which can be found on our website: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5977/  

Carol Service. As with Christingle, a new way had to be found to produce our popular Carol Service; and the solution 

was to record a service, in St John’s [with no congregation], to be viewed online. A very descriptive report, by Frances, 

our Musical Director, can be found in the January edition of the Lamb and Flag, on our website. [see above].  The result 

was wonderful; some of us have viewed it many times! It can still be seen on YouTube – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2WdvmwdVJU 

St John’s Roof. During the late autumn, the roof above the nave and the whole of the entrance porch was overhauled. 

The results are excellent and should protect the church from the worst the climate can throw at it. The work was only 

possible because of the generosity of parishioners and the availability of grants. 

There is always work to do on our buildings. Anyone wishing to contribute, belatedly, to this project and to facilitate 

future projects can donate online, using the Parish Online Donations link, on our website. 

Zoom. Where would we have been without Zoom and the internet, generally, during these 

difficult times? With the churches being closed, we have increasingly resorted to Zoom for 

communal worship, as well as for meetings of our Lent, Prayer and Bible Study Groups. Very 

recently, too, our Ash Wednesday service, on Zoom, gave rise to a novelty – we were invited 

[and cautioned about the need for Health and Safety observance!] to make our own ash by 

burning, at home, our last year’s palm cross. 

Among the Sunday services to be found on YouTube is one from Shiplake Parish Church; and we are grateful to the Rev. 

Robert Thewsey for giving us a link to this. The normal ecumenical service, to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity, was not possible. Instead, the clergy of the local churches recorded an excellent service which we were able to 

view online.  

Sadly, Zoom has its limitations, and the popular, annual Henley Choirs Festival had to be cancelled; and another victim of 

the pandemic has been the customary Spring Concert. For these disappointments, however, there was some form of 

consolation, in the form of a Zoom Quiz – a fund-raising event, which proved to be great fun, yet not too humiliating! 

Looking Ahead. It remains difficult to announce details of services etc. very far ahead. Although the future does look 

more promising, there is still considerable uncertainty about the rate of progress back to “normality”. In these 

circumstances, the best that can be offered is a list of dates on which there would normally be services/events to which we 

would be looking forward - 

Maundy Thursday [1 April] 

Good Friday [2 April] Easter Day [4 April] 

Ascension Day [Thursday 13 May] 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5977/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2WdvmwdVJU
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We will endeavour to keep our website up to date with information about the above, so it is suggested that readers who 

are interested should check regularly to see whether/how these events/occasions are being marked/celebrated –  

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166 / 

The Lamb and Flag. Although the position may change in due course our magazine is currently only available online – 

on our website. 

The Bishop of Dorchester. The planned consecration of Gavin Collins, as our new Bishop, had to be postponed due to 

the Covid pandemic. Until such time as it can be re-arranged, he has commenced his ministry among us as Episcopal 

Vicar for the Dorchester area. His licensing as such was by the Bishop of Oxford, with the agreement of the Archbishop 

of Canterbury.  

Finally, our clergy and members wish all readers a HAPPY EASTER. 

Neil Scott (On behalf of Parochial Church Council) 

St Michaels Church 
This time last year all places of worship were closed as we entered the first Coronavirus lockdown. All our plans for our 

Easter services had to be cancelled and Fr Michael celebrated Mass alone behind closed doors. At that time we did not 

have the technology to stream services to the local community, but since then things have come a long way. We are as 

certain as we can be that a range of Easter services will take place this year. These will be subject to strict Covid 

regulations which means we will have to restrict our number to 40 and a booking system will be in place. This year all our 

Easter liturgies will be streamed on our YouTube channel. The liturgies themselves will be altered to both reduce the time 

people are together and to avoid physical contact, for example, there will be no Washing of the Feet ceremony on 

Maundy Thursday. 

The St Michael’s choir is now a virtual choir. Each week with the help of Audacity software they prepare at least one 

hymn to play at our 10.30am Sunday Mass while church singing is forbidden. Likewise, St Michael’s has worked with all 

the local churches to prepare on-line services to replace those that would have taken place during the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity in January and The World Day of Prayer in March. 

This Lent we are supporting the local initiative with Kidmore End Village to provide hot meals for the ICU at the Royal 

Berkshire Hospital. 

Please check our parish website for the times of services and the YouTube links. 

The parish of St Michael’s wish all readers a joyful and blessed Easter season. 

Parish website: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Kidmore End CE School 
In my last piece for the newsletter I made the fatal error of saying that in school, at least, life 

felt pretty normal.  We managed many of the usual Christmas events, although some with 

something of a twist.  However, in January, as you will know, we went back into full lockdown 

with school open only to children of key workers.  Lessons for most children moved to Google 

Classroom, with great engagement from families and lots of creative learning shared.  One of 

the highlights of the day was shared stories and this came to a conclusion this week with World 

Book Day.  We focused on best bedtime stories, with children attending their online lessons in 

pyjamas and with a mug of hot chocolate in hand, to share their ideas about the best bedtime 

stories.  As I look round my office, books seem to be rather taking over, but I am firmly of the 

belief you can never have too many books, and there is no doubt that books underpin many 

aspects of our school life.  

This term our school value is Courage – and at a time when many of us are feeling rather anxious or nervous about the 

situation we find ourselves in we all have to find some courage somewhere.  Stories help remind us that being brave is not 

about never feeling scared.  So far in our worship we have read the book ‘Jabari Jumps’, all about a little boy wanting to 

dive from the high board, and ‘After the Fall’ which tell us what happened next to Humpty Dumpty – you’ll be pleased to 

know he made it back to the top of the wall!  Along with picture books we have shared Bible stories, and reflected on how 

the most courageous characters are not always the biggest and strongest.  We have also reflected on one of my very 

favourite books of the past year, which many of you will also know and love, ‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166%20/
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk/
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which has much to say about courage.  I hope as we return to school next week we can reflect on this from the book, 

reminding us of the strength of our school family working together. 

“Everyone is a bit scared,” said the horse.  “But we are less scared together.” 

As well as story books, we are fortunate that there are some excellent information books available at the moment.  Our 

infant children focused for some of their remote learning on inspirational people from history, based on the ‘Little People, 

Big Dreams’ books, and particularly loved finding out about Harriet Tubman, who escaped slavery herself and then 

turned her attention to rescuing many others.  Year Five have been finding out about the 

characters behind ‘Hidden Figures’ – many of you will have watched this excellent film 

or read the book about the female ‘computers’ behind the NASA space program.  

Although we know that prejudice remains a very real issue in our society, children are 

often taken aback by the episodes in recent history where such complete disregard was 

shown for the rights of women or of people of colour.  Having opened this discussion, 

we can then use our No Outsiders resources, also based on picture books, to explore how 

true equality is still something which needs to be worked at and stereotypes challenged 

in everyday life.  This is fundamental in our quest to ensure that our school is a place 

where no one is the same, but everyone is equal.  In the next article, I am going to hand over to the children, to let them 

tell you about some of their favourite books and stories, as I know they will have some great recommendations for you 

from school and home.   

Very best wishes to all our neighbours in these tricky times… 

Linda Hull, Headteacher 

Local Veg etc. Update 
When, several months ago Joss Lynch said that Local Veg etc was so much more than just a 

delivery scheme, I agreed… but I had no idea that we might become the suppliers of ingredients for 

KE Cooks for Carers which has been such a wonderful village initiative.  We are so proud to have 

been part of it.  

This delivery scheme was started almost a year ago in the heady early days of the first lock down 

when we all thought we might be without food.  Do you remember empty shelves at the Co op?  

The toilet roll bonanza?  The pasta shortages?  The hunt for flour? It really happened and for 

anyone over 70yrs old or with an ‘underlying condition’, house arrest applied to the whole 

household whatever their ages.  So, foraging for food became the most important thing in our days and there were a few 

public-spirited people who actually thought about those beyond their 

immediate family and got moving and then the rest of us fell in behind 

them. I wasn’t one of the public spirited leading the troops – Caroline 

Aldridge deserves that accolade, but I was happy to fall in and was 

lucky that she helps us with our garden. A few weeks later we 

became a ‘delivery hub’ for Dudmans our local wholesale fruit and 

veg supplier and then Carl Woods supplied chicken and eggs. I did have 

to hunt for a local baker but just about everything else fell into our 

laps including Ollie Corbett doing his Duke of Edinburgh Award 

and needing some voluntary work. It was thanks to him we got our 

website and it was thanks to Sarah Wilkinson that it works week after 

week after week. Those of you who have not met Sarah are in for a 

treat.  Such a positive and organized force!! Just what one needs for a delivery scheme. 

And Sally arrived as another volunteer thanks to an article in the Henley Standard. Sally helps Sarah sort the produce and 

delivers to our regular customers and knows when there is an important 

birthday or spots that my Dad (another Olly) who also helps is not feeling 

so bright and makes us all tea and sits me down and checks in how we all 

are.  We are the Three Musketeers plus Olly and proud of it.  

Just in case you were wondering what a fish van is doing outside Kidmore 

End Parish Room on Wednesday lunchtimes ….it is Nuno who runs the 

Square fish restaurant in Henley on Thames and who is our latest find! He 

gets fish from Billingsgate market and sells it in Henley and from his van 

in Stoke Row and now he has a regular slot outside the Parish Room on a 
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Wednesday from 12.30 noon to 2pm.  The fish is such a treat, not to mention the shellfish and oysters and smoked 

salmon.   

So, either come to the Parish Room just to buy fish or else find us on our website and put in an order.  Thanks to Stoke 

Row General Store we can supply almost anything! 

https://www.localvegetc.co.uk   

Tel 07768 791429 or email shop@localvegetc.co.uk  

Tokers Green News 
Campaign for 20mph speed limit 

Hopefully by the time you read this, speed surveys will have taken place in Tokers Green. Three sites were selected, two 

on Tokers Green Lane and one on Rokeby Drive. So if you saw wires straddling the road I hope you drove as slowly as 

possible! 

Keeping in touch in the village 

The village WhatsApp group now numbers over 70. It’s very good for keeping abreast of village news and the occasional 

friendly banter! We could do with that at the moment! If you would like to join please contact Mike Foxton on 07540 

955992 or michaelfoxton@hotmail.com  

Charity Collection 

We are collecting and donating to the Guide Dogs for the Blind used UK and foreign postage stamps - please contact me 

for more information. 

Sunflower Competition 

After a successful competition last year, we will run another sunflower competition this summer. 

Spring activity at the pond 

On January 13th a crew from Hydro Cleansing emptied the pond and removed all 

the silt – a total of 17,200kg. It took them half a day and the pond looked fantastic 

afterwards. Thanks to Andrew Harland for organising and to KEPC for funding. 

There was an article in the Henley Standard shortly afterwards. 

On Sunday February 21st a group of 10 villagers made a great start tidying up the 

surrounding area. During our 2 hours working we 

• removed ivy from one of the trees, and pruned back a lot of vegetation at the NW 

corner to open this area up for wild flowers,  

• took down 6 trees (at the southern side) and pruned a couple of others plus 

removed a branch that was overhanging the pond,  

• we trimmed the debris and lined the edge of the grass area with the 

bigger pieces and stacked up the smaller pieces to degrade on-site, 

• removed much debris from the pond, that has been freshly dumped in 

there,  

• planted a few more bulbs & snow drops,  

• cleared brambles from around the pond edge,  

• started to clear the path to make the path edges more obvious. 

During the week following Glenn George very kindly organised some of his 

team from Creative Landscape to remove the tree stumps from all around the 

site. 

Our next working sessions are March 21st and April 18th from 1000 – all welcome but no young children or dogs please. 

We are thinking of a few more tasks for March, including 

• complete the work on the path 

• plant wild flowers 

• maybe remove a few more trees 

• prepare a location for a bench to be sited 

We are also collating ideas for Autumn planting and any other work to enhance the pond site. Ideas are welcome.  

https://www.localvegetc.co.uk/
mailto:shop@localvegetc.co.uk
mailto:michaelfoxton@hotmail.com
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Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Weather Report: Winter 2020/21 
 

 Average 

Maximum 

Temperature 

Average 

Minimum 

Temperature 

 

Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

December 7.3 45 1.8 36 80 3.1 

January 6.3 43 0.9 33 90 3.5 

February 9.0 48 1.6 35 48 1.9 

Rainfall - 3 months to end February 2021 218 8.5 

 
This winter has been slightly colder than average, cold spells from 27 Dec to 10 Jan and 7 to 13 Feb were mixed with 

milder weather in Mid-December and second half of February. January was colder than normal with frequent frosts which 

continued through to the end of the cold snap in Mid-February. 

The weather was generally unsettled with few spells of dry weather; the longest spell of dry weather was from 7 to 13 

February. There were only 29 dry days during winter. Although it seemed to have rained incessantly the total rainfall of 

218mm/8.5in is actually 64mm/2.5in less than last winter. There was only one day when more than 13mm/0.5in of rain 

fell (27 January), and no days with more than 25mm/1in. 

There was one decent snow fall, Sunday 24 January, if you were up early that day you would have seen the spectacular 

sunrise – definitely a case of ‘Red sky in the morning, shepherds warning’. Enough snow fell that morning to permit 

sledging, but the roads remained passable (with care). The cold snap in early February did bring snow flurries for three or 

four days but nothing settled. 

There was a total of 39 nights when the minimum temperature fell below zero, more than twice last winter’s 18. The cold 

snap in early February saw both the coldest day with the lowest maximum, -0.8C/ 30F on the 11th and the coldest night 

with minimum temperature of -5.4/22F on the 12th. 

Highest and Lowest temperatures for 3 months to February 2021 

 Highest Lowest Highest Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

December 13.1 56 (21st) -2.9 27 (30th) 12 0.4 (26th) 

January 12.3 54 (28th) -4.5 24 (23rd) 15 0.6 (27th) 

February 15.3 60 (24th) -5.4  22 (12th) 9 0.3 (4th) 

 

Chris Brook 

Introducing Niamh Kendall 
For many years Caroline Aldridge has been advising and reassuring us of all things 

gardening in the newsletter. However, since taking over Chair of the Parish Council this 

was one task that had to be relinquished. Happily, we were delighted that Niamh accepted 

our invitation to take over this piece, and here she introduces herself. 

As my name suggests I hail from Ireland. Born into a large family in North Dublin, my 

father was a horticulturalist and market gardener, so I was raised tending vegetables, lettuce 

tomatoes and flowers which my siblings and I helped our father prepare for the Dublin 

wholesale market. 

I moved to England when I married my husband. In 2002, when our four children were still very young, we moved to 

Kidmore House in this idyllic village of Kidmore End. We loved the gardens from the outset as a safe place for the 

mailto:ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk
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children to play and grow as well as a lovely space to entertain and sit quietly. Four acres of formal gardens was, 

however, slightly daunting. Fortunately, we “inherited” Jo Bonner who had worked in the gardens for twenty years and 

helped us get going in the vegetable and flower borders. 

As the children grew, I found that I increasingly spent my free time in the garden. Ten years ago, I noticed a poster on the 

village notice board for an RHS practical course run in North Morton which I signed up to and was instantly hooked on. 

Around that time, I also began volunteering at Thrive which is a national charity with its head office in Beech Hill near 

Basingstoke. Thrive changes the lives of people with disabilities through gardening.  Over the years I have given talks to 

groups on the work at Thrive. I became involved in several projects both paid and as a volunteer, delivering horticultural 

sessions on various programmes. We worked with The British Lung foundation and outreach programmes in the 

community funded by the National Lottery, bringing the benefits of horticulture to the community with the aim of 

reducing social isolation. The project was a great success. Until last year, I was running therapeutic tabletop sessions to a 

stroke recoverees programme in Maidenhead. This will resume once Covid restrictions are lifted. Gardening gives results 

which we you can see, smell touch and taste. This positive impact from nature on our senses known as the “biophilia” 

effect is what they practice and promote. 

I have also completed a garden design course with my very knowledgeable RHS teacher. Currently, I enjoy developing 

the gardens and redesigning the borders where necessary. I like to practice organic gardening as much as possible. 

Kidmore vineyard keeps us busy with the 1 hectare of vines we planted in 2018 - Pinot noir, Pinot Meunier and 

Chardonnay for sparkling wine production. We are “in conversion” for organic certification. 

Thank you to Caroline for the many years of sage advice in the village magazine. It is a hard act to follow but I look 

forward to contributing to the newsletter over the coming seasons and growing literally and figuratively with you all. 

My Instagram accounts are @kidmoregardens and   @kidmore_vineyard  

Niamh Kendall RHS Hort Dip 

Spring in the Garden 
“With freedom, flowers, books and the moon, how can we not be perfectly happy” 

O Wilde, Profundis 

This resonates with me as we emerge from the wet winter lockdown, with its cold snaps alongside mild and above 

average temperatures. One benefit to come out of lockdowns is that we have appreciated nature more and have had more 

time to notice the beauty around us. 

Bulbs will be blossoming; Daffodils, Hyacinths, Crocus and Tulips are heralding the onset of Spring. Bluebells too, will 

be forming their magical ‘carpet’ in woodlands and gardens. The English Bluebell is often used in combination with other 

species as an indicator that a woodland is ancient. As with all bulbs their energy is maintained and grown year on year 

from their leaves, when they wither back down into its food store. Damage caused by trampling on the leaves will deplete 

the food store as they can no longer photosynthesise (which will over years kill them.)  When enjoying the Bluebells 

walks it is best to keep to the paths to protect next year’s growth. 

The Spanish Bluebell, shown in the photo on the left, whilst beautiful, pose 

a threat to our native English one and there are noticeable differences. 

The English bluebell, shown to the right, has narrow leaves, a delicate stem 

with a Shepard’s crook “droop” so that the bells hang on one side with a 

sweet scent, whilst the Spanish ones have broad leaves, thick upright stems 

without scent. They naturalise (spread) quickly and even hybridise with our 

native one. I must admit, unfortunately, to making a campaign of 

eradicating them from our garden. 

Back home in the garden, allow all bulb leaves to wither back into the 

ground to prevent them coming up “blind”. Field trials have shown that 

deadheading daffodils makes little difference in the show next year. 

As we come into April, the soil will be warming up. It is a good time to get ahead of weeds through the border. Applying 

a thick layer (6cm -8cm) of organic matter to weed free soil will suppress further weeds, retain moisture as well as adding 

essential nutrients for healthy plant growth. Leaf mould is also an excellent medium to mulch borders with, although it 

lacks beneficial nutrients. All plants, hedges and shrubs with benefit from a balanced fertiliser such as Vitax Q4, 

Growmore or blood fish and bone; essentially N:P: K (nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium). There are plant specific 

fertilisers for various plants such as Box and Rose feed but the above are the main ingredients. Healthy plants will be 
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more tolerant of pest and disease. Apply every 6-8 weeks during the growing season. Top dress container plants with a 

compost and add a slow-release fertiliser tablets such as Osmocote pellets (1 per litre) which will feed hanging baskets 

and containers for up to 6 months. 

The Box caterpillar is endemic in the area. The best way to treat these green and yellow stripped 

eaters is to catch them early on with a pheromone lure, available from the greengardener.co.uk. It 

lasts all season and is specific to the male box tree moth. Once these are spotted in the trap it is 

time to order the microscopic larvae eating nematodes. They may take a few days to arrive in the 

post, but don’t panic, as the nematodes need enough caterpillars and eggs to feed on. They are live 

and will store safely in the fridge for up to four weeks until they are applied added to water with a 

spray. One of the best ways to deal with them is to physically pick off adult caterpillars and squish 

them – this is addictive! 

One spray I will have ready in my arsenal now is SP plant invigorator – also available from the 

greengardener.com. Comprised of fatty acids and essential oils it controls insects such as whitefly, 

greenfly, aphids, red spider mites and mealy bugs. It will also reduce fungal disease. It is safe to 

bees and beneficial insects such as ladybirds. Edible crops are safe to eat the same day. 

Late April/May is a good time to acclimatise plants and seedling which have been indoors/under 

glass to outside conditions by placing them outside on a mild afternoon and returning them in the 

evenings. This is necessary because plants grown under cover do not require, so do not grow the 

protective outer layer and breathing mechanism required for outside wind and cold and it takes 

some time to produce it. 

Mid-April is an ideal time to plant Wildflower seeds into a bare patch of, ideally, infertile soil on a sunny site. A 4kg 

packet of seeds from the garden centre will cover approximately 16 sq. m or 10 sq. m keeping a portion back for June to 

fill in any gaps. They will delight wildlife from early June until the first frosts in Oct/Nov. A garden centre box will be an 

annual mix which will need to be replanted next year. There are a variety of wildflower seed companies which provide 

perennial seeds (returns every year) as well as specific seeds, for example, for shady areas. The image you have in your 

mind is that of a sunny spot. Broadcasting the seeds would be a lovely job for small children. Shake the contents well as 

the smaller seeds settle on the end - it is a good idea to mix with a small amount of sharp sand for even distribution as you 

can see more easily where you planted. Broadcast in one diagonal direction and then alternate. Do a light gardeners 

shuffle to ensure contact with the soil. If it remains dry the area will regular require watering with a fine rose until the 

seeds establish. 

Last year many of us were caught (well I was!) by a very damaging frost in mid-May. A perfect storm of hard, dry earth 

and cold clear night skies with little or no wind combined to produce an air frost or advection frost which damaged the 

soft tissues of plants and is known as “frost damage”. This frost is when aerial temperature of the air at 1.25m above 

ground falls below 0 Celsius. Ground frost is described as when temp 3cm above ground falls below 0 Celsius. Both are 

damaging to tender young shoots. Ideally, delay planting out non hardy plants until the “risk of frost has past “, which is 

NORMALLY the last week in May. Agrulan environ fleece will protect young veg such as potatoes and squash. 

Whilst in the garden, doing all these jobs remember to sit and enjoy the colours, the scent of the flowers and the wildlife 

they bring until the moon lights the garden and bring the evening creatures to life. 

Niamh Kendall 

Sunflower Challenge 
Last year Kidmore End and Tokers Green ran ‘grow the tallest sunflower’ competitions and both villages 

are doing it again this year. We would like to open the challenge to not only the tallest sunflower in the 

village, but across the Parish. So, this is a call to arms to the good people of Chalkhouse Green, Cane 

End and Gallowstree Common to get growing and let me know in time for the next newsletter how you 

are getting on. 

Calling Small Businesses in the Parish 
We would like to showcase the skills we have in the parish and so in the Summer issue of the newsletter we invite anyone 

who runs a small business in the parish to send a brief description of up to 200 words to Sue Remenyi before 4 June. 

Sue Remenyi,  

sue.remenyi@gmail.com   

mailto:sue.remenyi@gmail.com
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Yellow Shed Open Studio  
The Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival starts on the 1 May and runs through until the 23 May.  

The focus on the South Oxfordshire area is the 15 to 23 May.  This year the Festival will 

have 250 Covid secure venues to visit and 500 virtual exhibitions. 

I will be holding an open studio at the Yellow Shed Pottery for the first time, where I will 

be giving demonstrations of how I make my pots and fire them as well as exhibiting and 

selling my work. I will be officially open between 11am-6pm on 15 and 16 May and 20-

24 May (late evening opening until 8pm on 20th). I am also around at other times for 

visits by mutual agreement. I will be taking bookings for 30-minute slots to maintain 

Covid safety requirements.  Drop me a line to arrange a time. 

There is more information about the Oxfordshire Art Weeks Festival on their website – https://artweeks.org  I’m venue 

199. 

Debbie Page, www.debbiepage.co.uk, debbiepageceramics@gmail.com  

Kidmore End Cricket Club  
With Spring in the air and the prospect of being able to play cricket in April, Kidmore End CC is getting 

ready for the new season. The club is on the look-out for new players, as well as spectators and 

supporters as hopefully we will be able to play a full season of cricket.  

The club is in a good position following the dedication of many members to ensure that the Covid 

pandemic has not had an adverse effect on us. We did manage to enjoy an excellent half season last 

summer and everyone associated with the club are looking forward to the 2021 season. 

We are in the process of doing some renovations, including a transformation of the scoreboard into a state of the art 

electronic board which will be live linked to online scoring and live streaming of matches. The practice nets are also 

being upgraded and will provide an exceptional facility for all members to hone their skills before they put them into 

action on the field of play. 

The club plays senior cricket in the Thames Valley Cricket League, which has us travelling as far east as Uxbridge and 

west to Newbury, and all ports in-between! The junior teams play in the Berkshire Youth Cricket League and we have 

boy’s teams at U9, U11, U13 and U15 along with a thriving girl’s section with teams at U11 and U13 level. Junior 

fixtures start in April and run through to July.  

We were awarded English Cricket Board (ECB) Clubmark Status in October 2007, which was re-designated in 2013 and 

2017. This means that the ECB recognises that we are a ‘safe, effective and child friendly’ club. As a member of Kidmore 

End CC you are guaranteed that we have a base level of quality in all areas of Health and Safety, Child Welfare and 

Protection. The club also actively encourages young cricketers to make the transition from junior and school cricket to 

senior club cricket. The Clubmark award recognises the professionalism and our excellent conduct across many different 

areas of our cricket provision. 

We would welcome any new players of any age or ability to join and play in any of our four senior Saturday league teams 

or our Sunday XI who play friendly fixtures against local clubs. We also have a midweek XI who play in the Reading and 

District Midweek League. Young players equally welcome to come along as well.  

The 2021 season is scheduled to start in April, and we hope that government guidelines will allow this along with the start 

of outdoor training for all Junior and Senior members. Junior cricket is planned to start on Friday 16 April with Senior 

training starting the day before on Thursday 15 April. All training takes place at Gallowstree Common.  

Full details of fixtures for all the Kidmore End teams are to be found on the club website. For more information about the 

club and its activities please contact Chairman Jeff Sheldon (07735 568866) 1st XI Captain James Frost (07971 560981) 

and for information on junior cricket contact Jake Leach (07584 091101). 

You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground if you come along on a match day so please do 

come and see us.  Further information on the club can be found on the club’s website: http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/  You 

can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.  

Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club 

https://artweeks.org/
http://www.debbiepage.co.uk/
mailto:debbiepageceramics@gmail.com
http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
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Kidmore End Newsletter Distribution 
Thank you to everyone who completed the survey about the newsletter that was included in the Winter Edition. A 

summary of the results is shown below. It is clear that everyone who participated enjoys receiving the newsletter and 

there were an equal number of people favouring the e-version and the print version. As a result we will continue to post 

the e-version on the website and will send an email with the link to everyone who is registered on the website. If you are 

not already registered, this is a good way to receive notifications about Parish affairs, so visit http://www.kepc.info to sign 

up. In addition, we will return to the printed version as well. Now that Covid restrictions are lifting, the generous printing 

facility offered by The Henley College is available again, and a number of the newsletter deliverers have said how they 

look forward to being able to resume their role! 

38 electronic responses and 10 paper responses = total of 48 responses 

1.  I enjoy receiving a newsletter 

a. 100% yes 

2.  I read the e-Newsletter 

a. 53.7% always 

b. 10.71% Usually 

c. 11.71% Sometimes 

d. 24% Never 

3.  I prefer to receive a paper copy (and yes, it is a calculation below!). 

a. 50% Yes 

b. 50% No 

4.  22 people provided addresses for paper copies 

5. What do you like to read and what would you like to see included: 

• Memories and photos of the village in years gone by 

• Enjoy as is, thanks 

• Happy with current content. 

• I read all of it 

• Everything 

• chair report, local matters and news 

• local articles about the parish, historical or news, thank you 

• I find it all interesting to find out what is going on across the villages, especially Church information and gardening - thank you 

• Local & historical info 

• Maybe help promote local business, intro to plumbers, gardeners etc. A calendar with events, church, pub, farm etc. / 

• Gardening 

• Local historical pieces 

• Like general info and particularly enjoyed article on village history 

• Like the paper copy because I read it, email I may or may not click click through or a lot of other emails to be attended to 

• Fine thanks. I enjoy the local history bits. Not so interested in weather. 

• I like articles of importance affecting the parish e.g. neighbour plan updates, traffic issues, potholes etc, friendly chats about 

activities, village history, local services e.g. the veg for sale to locals 

• I particularly like to read items of local interest or information or anything that might affect the community in general. 

• I enjoy most of the articles 

• Perhaps more individual news for the different areas. 

• I think it covers most things of interest 

• I think you do a marvellous job. Perhaps some more input from the school children as that is always nice to see. 

• The newsletter reflects the character of the community very well. 

• Weather compared with previous years/averages (think we use to have this?) 

• I enjoy the present format, which has naturally morphed over the years, from its original format to what we now have. There is 

an expression, "if it ain't broke, don't fix it"! 

• Nothing to add, all good 

• Things going on in the area – good and bad, updates on planning, road closures 

• A good, general, local read! 

• Perhaps deaths recorded in the parish (not just Covid) 

• We both read the paper copy from cover to cover but would read the e-newsletter to save printing and to save the legs of the 

deliverer! 

• Always excellent, thank you. I particularly enjoy the history 

• Having lived in the village for 55 years the magazine keeps me in touch with events. Keep it going! 

• I enjoy the gardening articles. 

http://www.kepc.info/
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Spring 2021 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 21 April 2021 

 19 May 2021 

 23 June 

 21 July 

 22 September 

 20 October 

 17 November 

 22 December 

Currently 8pm via Zoom. Email 

clerk@kepc.info for the link. 

 

Friends of Sonning Common 

Library Application form 

 http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-
application 

 

 

 

Are we missing your club or society?  

Would you like to see their activities 

listed in the Newsletter?  Do you 

have any news items or pictures for 

the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 

next edition, or to the website we’d 

be delighted to hear from you.  

Articles can be sent to editor, 

members of the editorial board or 

directly to the website webmaster – 

see right panel for contact details 

 

The closing date for the next edition 

is 4 June 2021. 

Useful Numbers and Contacts 
 Thames Valley Police,  non emergency  101 

   emergency  999 

   website   www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)   0800 555 111 

Victim Support     01865 751511 

SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk  01235 422422  

  Open: Mon-Thu  8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 

   Fri    8.30 am  - 4.30 pm 

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes   01865 883433 

  email   orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  

Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways    0845 310 1111 

 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways   

Fix my Street     http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Parish Councillors 

 Parish Council Chairman   

 Caroline Aldridge Email  chairman@kepc.info 

 Clerk to the Council   

 Roger Penfold  Email  clerk@kepc.info 

    Telephone 0118 947 3130 

District Councillor 

 Peter Dragonetti   Email  peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk 

    Telephone 0118 984 4711 

County Councillor 

 Kevin Bulmer    Email  kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

    Telephone 07803 005680 

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)  

    Website  www.caox.org.uk/henley 

    Telephone 0808 278 7907,  

Telephone advice only:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 17:00 

 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

 Bookings:  

 Guy Johnson   Telephone 07920 100065 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 

 Bookings:  

 Roger Penfold  Telephone 0118 947 3130 

Kidmore End Memorial Hall 

 Bookings:  

 Alan Gibbon  Email  alan47b@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editorial Board 

 Caroline Aldridge (Editor) 

    Email  editor@kepc.info  

    Telephone  0118 972 3700 

 Sue Remenyi   Telephone 0118 972 3699 

 Ana Silva O’Reilly (webmaster)  

    Email  webmaster@kepc.info 

 Parish Council website   www.kepc.info 
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