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We had hoped to be rejoicing the lifting of restrictions on 21 June as 

we went to press, but alas circumstances have delayed this for at least 

another four weeks until 19 July. Despite this there is a definite feeling 

of relaxation around the parish and as you will see when reading the 

articles in this newsletter, plenty is going on from the increase in 

church activity, to an active cricket season to small gatherings and 

summer competitions as well as challenging charitable activities. The 

church held a plant 

sale in early June 

which was eagerly 

attended by many 

a keen gardener. 

Congratulations 

should go to Bev Allen and her team for producing such magnificent 

specimens large and small. And the sale raised over £430 for Church 

funds. The flower ladies continue to 

excel and have to be especially 

congratulated for the superb tribute to 

HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of 

Edinburgh, around the well.  

Stop Press: Unfortunately, the Parish 

Picnic planned for 2 July will now be 

held on Friday 27 August. We will send 

more information across village Whats 

App groups and the KEPC website in 

August. 
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Chair Report 
Summer is bringing some welcome relief from the restrictions of Lockdown. As we start to wave 

‘goodbye’ to all the troubles brought on by the pandemic, we also said ‘goodbye’ to some very 

special parishioners, including Sarah Hall, who was a parish councillor for 20 years (obituary on 

page 8). After many years of serving as a parish councillor, John Swift QC decided it was time to 

resign and enjoy his retirement on a full-time basis. Thank you, John, for everything that you have 

done on behalf of the parish. I will miss your help, advice and candour. Alastair McAslan also 

resigned in June, and I want to thank him for all the work he did on behalf of the parish.  

After a few years of light pruning, we decided that it was time to give the willows around the pond in Kidmore End a very 

good prune. A dangerous limb was removed from the tree, and all the branches coppiced from the remaining willows. 

Passers-by can now see the pond once more, and it will be much easier for us to feed the ducks. And talking of tidying up, 

Mr Kendrick’s boys have been trimming the verges around the parish, and for those of you with boundary hedges, please 

check your hedges and tidy them up if they are encroaching on the highway or over footpaths. 

Our meeting in April was the last Zoom meeting of the current pandemic because legislation (The Local Authorities and 

Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panels) (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2020) allowing virtual meetings finished in May. All local government, including parish councils, were 

instructed to meet in person after 6 May. However, the parish council did not feel confident that the meeting in May could 

happen in person in a safe manner, so we delegated powers to Mr Penfold in a similar manner as we had done in 2020. 

We held an informal meeting in May, so that Mr Penfold could ensure that parish business was conducted in an 

appropriate manner. From June, parish council meetings are now face to face. Until Covid restrictions lift, meetings will 

be held in the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion rather than the Parish Room, because the only way that we can accommodate up 

to 9 councillors and the clerk (10 people), with a 2-metre separation, is in a larger venue. Any parishioners wanting to 

attend these meetings will have to spectate through the windows, so that we can adhere to Covid restrictions. If you have 

an issue that you would like to discuss in the open session, or if you would just like to see what the parish council does, 

you are welcome to join us, but you might need a blanket to wrap up in. We would be delighted to see as many of you as 

possible. We hope to return to normal business by the end of the summer. Before I continue with this report, I want to 

point out that there are 3 vacancies on the parish council, so please let Mr Penfold on clerk@kepc.info know if you are 

interested in volunteering your time to help your community. 

Reading Golf Club  

A planning application has finally arrived at South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) for a new café, with toilets, on 

the site previously used as the Half Way Hut. This will service a 9 hole golf course that is proposed on the Oxfordshire 

side of the old golf course. The closing date for this application was in June, and your parish council has objected to this 

proposal because the proposed car park will not be large enough to service this facility, will increase traffic and 

congestion, and will encourage parking on the narrow lanes in Chalkhouse Green.  

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)  

The NDP Steering Group submitted their draft documents to the parish council nearly in time for the June meeting. The 

parish council held an extraordinary meeting on 1 July at Kidmore End Primary School to discuss the NDP. It must be 

remembered that the NDP is not just about housing allocations, it is about future development in the parish, and a tool 

which can be used to protect the parish from speculative development and encroachment from the boundary with 

Reading. At the meeting on 1 July, the parish council listened to submissions from KKEG and the NDPSG. It was 

decided in a unanimous vote to submit the draft NDP documents to SODC, as part of Regulation 15. The Steering Group 

have worked closely with SODC to ensure that our NDP is a robust and a fair reflection of what all the parishioners from 

all parts of our parish want. I want to congratulate everyone for producing a wide reaching and innovative set of 

documents, which are also easy to read and understand. This is not the end of the road, because everyone in the parish 

will have a chance to vote about whether we should adopt the NDP or not in a referendum, which we hope to see 

organised by SODC later in 2021. See the report on page 4.  

The Reformation 

A planning application has been received to turn this site into a veterinary practice, with 3 houses. If this application is 

passed, the 3 houses will be classed as ‘wind fall’ and will not be counted towards any housing allocation in the NDP. 

There are other worries that the land behind the Reformation could be bought by speculative developers. Your parish 

council listened to all the views of local residents, and to those of the vet, Sarah Moffat. There is much local support for 

the repurposing of the former pub as a veterinary surgery, and the parish council is sympathetic to this proposal, but 

because of the housing element your parish council has objected to this application. 
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Traffic and Community Speed Watch 

The results of the traffic surveys carried out in March showed that speeding in the parish is not as bad as many feared 

(please see the results on page 5). However, anecdotal evidence from people living in Cane End and Gallowstree 

Common indicates that parishioners living in these hamlets think that traffic and speeding is a serious issue, and 

something that they have to face every day. Trevor Perchard borrowed a SID (Speed Indicator Device) from Thames 

Valley Police, and we held Community Speed Watches (CSW) in Gallowstree Common on 9, 15 and 16 June, following 

strict Covid restrictions and with a limited number of volunteers.  Our results showed that many drivers are speeding 

through Gallowstree Common (for safety reasons, CSW volunteers are not allowed to carry out Speed Watch surveys on 

the A4074). Find out more on page 6. 

Our OCC Highways Superuser, Chris Brook, has been busy reporting potholes. She reported 34 in Tanners Lane, 

Chalkhouse Green (see map below), and only stopped because she ran out of paint! These potholes have been logged on 

the OCC database, and the Dragon Patcher will be on the way to sort them out soon. 

 

Play Areas  

Both play areas continue to be busy. Please continue to read the safety signs and rules, including the ‘No eating or 

drinking’ rule. These are for your safety and for the safety of others. I would like to thank users who report small 

problems to Mr Penfold on clerk@kepc.info. We are hoping to set up volunteer groups to look after the play areas on a 

more regular basis. Please keep your eyes open, and join in. 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion and Gallowstree Common Playing Fields  

There is much to report. Cricket has started at the playing fields in Gallowstree Common and the pavilion is available for 

hire for other users, as long as current Covid restrictions are adhered to. Unfortunately, there is a planning problem with 

an extension that was carried out to the cricket nets as part of a renovation project. This extension is contrary to the 

planning permission that was put in place in 2001, and means that the Cricket Club is applying for retrospective planning 

for the longer nets. This retrospective planning application has been sent to the parish council, so I urge interested 

parishioners to visit SODC planning pages on the website if they feel that they want to comment on the net extension.  

The charity that is tasked with the management of the pavilion and playing fields, Kidmore End Playing Fields 

Committee (KEPFC), is in discussions to put in place new governance documents, which reflect current Charity 

Commission standards.  

New CC-TV cameras have been installed at the pavilion to detect and deter petty vandalism issues that have arisen over 

the past few months. 

Party at the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion, Gallowstree Common 

We are hoping to arrange a picnic on the recreation grounds in Gallowstree Common to celebrate the end of Lockdown. 

We planned to celebrate on 2 July, but this party is postponed to later in the summer, 27 August. This gives us a few more 

weeks to plan a spectacular event with the help of Local Veg etc, Kidmore End Cooks for Carers and many others in the 

community, who worked hard to ensure that those needing help were able to find that help. It will give us all a chance to 

swap Covid tales. Neighbours in Gallowstree Common and Kidmore End Cricket Club are arranging the festivities, and 

everyone in the parish is invited to come along. Let’s hope that the weather is warm.  
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Other news  

Where would we be without the church flower ladies? The lovely floral decorations in front of the church in Kidmore End 

have continued to be a real focal point of Lockdown, changing week by week. The Flower Ladies produced lovely floral 

decorations to mark the sad passing of His Royal Highness, The Prince Philip (see the photo on the front page) and paid a 

splendid tribute to Sarah Hall. Thank you for keeping our spirits raised and allowing us time for reflection and 

contemplation.  

Caroline Aldridge 

chairman@kepc.info 

Report from Kidmore End NDP Steering Group 
The community consultation Regulation 14 for the first full draft of the Kidmore End Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(KENDP) took place between November 2020 and January 2021. The KENDP Steering Group have spent the last few 

months documenting and assessing comments received as part of the consultation process from members of the 

community, landowners, SODC, The Chilterns Conservation Board and other stakeholders. The KENDP has been revised 

where appropriate and technical references have been updated to ensure it is in conformity with the new SODC Local 

Plan 2035, which was officially adopted in December 2020.  

The Steering Group submitted the revised KENDP and all the supporting documents to the parish council on 17 June. The 

parish council will discuss the documents on 1 July and, if approved, these documents will then be submitted to South 

Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) in accordance with Regulation 15 of the neighbourhood plan process.    

After submission, responsibility for taking the process forward lies with the local planning authority, SODC.  SODC will 

publicise the KENDP and hold a 6-week consultation period in line with Regulation 16 of the neighbourhood plan 

process.  At this time, the KENDP and all revised documents will be available on the SODC website, with a link on the 

Kidmore End parish council website. 

Following the Regulation 16 consultation period, SODC will arrange an independent examination. The examiner will 

consider whether the neighbourhood plan meets the basic conditions and other legal requirements. If successful at the 

examination stage, with modifications, if necessary, SODC will arrange for the KENDP referendum to take place. If there 

is a majority yes vote, the KENDP becomes part of the statutory development plan for the area, meaning it holds legal 

weight when assessing planning applications that affect our parish. 

The KENDP Steering Group has worked on the KENDP since 2017 and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

group, which comprises 2 parish councillors and members of the community from each of the five villages within the 

parish.  Completing a neighbourhood plan takes hours of work and the group has worked tirelessly over the years.  To get 

the KENDP to this point where it is ready to be taken forward by the Local Authority was a “Hurrah” moment for the 

group and I hope it is for the community too. 

Sue Biggs on behalf of KENDP Steering Group 

From the District Councillor 
 I am now half way through my term of office as a District councillor, a point that has been marked by 

the County Council elections. The Oxfordshire result, with the loss of 9 Conservative seats, was out of 

kilter with much of the country, although similar to results in Surrey and Kent. Many people don’t 

bother to vote in local elections, and if they do, in the absence of any knowledge of the candidates, 

vote along “tribal” lines. What is apparent is that some of the successful new councillors were elected 

as a result of making a significant effort to connect with the electorate.  I read in the Henley Standard 

that Stefan Gawrysiak of the Henley Residents Group was returned with 62% of the vote, and that he 

had 25 people working on his campaign, so he is evidently a popular local politician focusing on local issues. 

During the last two years, I have attended nearly all parish council meetings not only in Kidmore End, but also in 

Whitchurch, Mapledurham and in my home patch of Goring Heath. This is really the only way to keep in touch, and to 

hear about issues of concern and to offer help where I can. Not all District or County Councillors are assiduous as I am in 

this respect. Recently I was able to financially support projects in all four parishes through the councillor grant scheme, 

and this only happened because I was on the spot.   

At the last full meeting of South Oxfordshire District Council in April, I proposed two motions which were passed 

unanimously. The first concerned power lines on the new housing sites around Oxford, and the second support for local 

pubs.  The government, in statements of planning policy, has stated the need to have “beauty” in development, which I 

mailto:chairman@kepc.info
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agree with, and my motion required that, where the green belt housing sites around Oxford were crossed by high voltage 

power lines, the lines are put underground. Any location for homes that is overhung by pylons and power lines is not 

beautiful, and already power lines across southern England are going undergrounded, in most cases for scenic reasons. 

When billions are being made through development of these Green Belt sites, a few millions spent for long term benefit 

must be good. The other motion was to the effect that the District Council will support the continued existence and 

presence of pubs for the benefit of the community, and so resist the loss of pubs.  

There are some changes coming to the management of parking in Oxfordshire, which is one of the few areas in England 

where the police are still responsible for parking enforcement. After agreement was reached amongst all local authorities 

in Oxfordshire, the parking enforcement is going to run by the Council rather than the police, a project called Civil 

Parking Enforcement, (CPE), which means traffic wardens issuing tickets.  This has been a long process to set up and 

should be in place before the end of the year.  

Councillor Peter Dragonetti 

District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham  

Tom Crossland runs to raise awareness of modern slavery 
Tom Crossland, a local to Gallowstree Common, set off at 8:45 on 2 June from the Playing Fields to run 1,900 miles 

around the coast of England and Wales, to raise awareness of the needs of survivors of trafficking.  The goal is to raise 

£20,000 for the TRIBE Freedom Foundation, a charity inspired by a 1,000-mile run, in 2017, to set up the first UK home 

for trafficked children. Over 100 people were identified by Thames Valley Police last year as suspected victims of 

modern slavery in our area, Reading and boroughs, last year - and half of them were children. This is the cause Tom is 

raising money for. 

Tom was born with cerebral palsy and was not able to walk until he was over 3 years old. As he grew up, he found it 

difficult to maintain his balance and stay on his feet. Running never came naturally to him and it still takes daily training, 

strengthening work and effort to run. It is only through years of hard work, determination, persistence and meticulous 

planning that he has been able to complete ultra-endurance running challenges, such as the 180 mile Grand 2 Grand Ultra, 

from the Grand Canyon. There is limited research on aging and cerebral palsy, but it is clear that people’s physical ability 

can decrease quickly as they age and so Tom is determined to get as much out of life, doing what he loves, whilst he still 

can. 

Originally the plan was to run from Athens, Greece to Gallowstree Common but the 

Covid situation and the passage through certain countries put an end to that, but the 

coastline of Britain is sure to be no less challenging. Tom will run the equivalent of 

75 marathons in 85 days, supported by a small number of friends, family and 

members of the TRIBE community. Alongside Tom’s incredible run, there is a 

1900-mile virtual challenge for teams to complete over the same time period to 

encourage people to get outside and be active whilst additionally raising funds for 

TRIBE Freedom Foundation. 

Tom will return on the Saturday 28 August, if things go according to plan and 

Covid conditions allow, to the Pavilion at the Playing Fields and a large welcoming 

party. He will be running the last leg from Windsor to the Playing Fields hopefully 

accompanied by 30 other runners. 

If you would like support Tom visit www.runtorefuge.com or @runtorefuge on Instagram/Facebook. 

Speed Surveys 
In April 2021, speed surveys were carried out in Tokers Green, Cane End and Gallowstree Common. The results are 

presented in the table below. The bracketed figures refer to the speed in the opposite direction, and the 85th%ile refers to 

the ‘mad’ 15% who drive over the speed limit. 

Road Situated at or between 

Average speed over 

7 days (mph) 85th %ile (mph) 

Tokers Green Lane Mill Lane/Skarries View 20.99 (22.38) 27.66 (28.13) 

Tokers Green Lane Russell Road/ Beech Road 19.32 (20.00) 24.89 (25.69) 

Rokeby Drive   21.24 (21.74) 26.29 (27.24) 

http://www.runtorefuge.com/
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A4074 Mill Lane to Horsepond Road 34.50 (34.64) 40.07 (38.19) 

A4074 Deadmans Lane to Horsepond Road 32.30 (34.86) 37.67 (41.02) 

        

Horsepond Road Hamlet 29.77 (29.44) 34.56 (34.50) 

Horsepond Road Reades Lane 28.97 (27.82) 33.67 (32.92) 

‘Acceptable’ speeds are the speed limit, plus 10%, plus 2 miles an hour. So for 30 mph, it’s 35 mph, and for 40 mph it’s 

46 mph. 

You may remember that when the speed limit was reduced from 30 to 20 mph in Kidmore End, we had to demonstrate 

that most drivers were already driving at 24 mph or less, and have a public consultation.  

There is some good news for parishioners in Tokers Green Lane & Rokeby Drive, where the average speeds are ideal for 

progressing projects to reduce the speed limit to 20 mph. This will require permission from Mapledurham Parish Council, 

and a public consultation if OCC Highways are amenable to reducing the speed limits in principle.  

The above traffic survey results indicate that there is no problem with speeding in Cane End and Horsepond Road, but, as 

we said earlier in this newsletter, many parishioners are reporting speeding issues in these areas. For this reason, Trevor 

Perchard and the rest of the CSW group carried out additional speed surveys in Gallowstree Common. Please read about 

the results in the next article. The parish council also decided to ask OCC to carry out a further speed survey in 

Gallowstree Common at their meeting in June.  

Caroline Aldridge and Adrian Whyles 

Community Speedwatch (CSW) update 
The Speed Indicator Device (SID) is now out of Lockdown, so we are able to carry out Community Speedwatch (CSW) 

once more. We were asked to carry out CSW at different places in Gallowstree Common (GTC) and at different times. 

We carried out 2 surveys near Reades Lane, one in the morning and one in the evening, and a third CSW at our favourite 

location in GTC, at the junction of Horsepond Road with Wyfold Lane. For each survey we were there for around an 

hour, starting at 8.30 am for the morning session and 6 pm for the evening one. Weather conditions were good, but I am 

sad to report that there were too many incidences of speeding.  

Over one hour on 9 June at the Reades Lane end of GTC in the morning, over one hour, we noted 17 cars doing in excess 

of 35 mph, 4 of these cars were doing in excess of 40 mph and worst offender was driving at 46 mph. On 15 June in the 

evening, and this time we stopped after 50 minutes, we noted 32 cars travelling at over 35 mph, and several of these were 

driving at 46 mph. On 16 June in the morning (at the Wyfold Lane end of Horsepond Road), we noted only 5 cars doing 

in excess of 35 mph. Nearly all the drivers were driving at or below the speed limit, and we wondered whether the new 

gate at this end of GTC is making the 30-mph speed limit more visible? 

The CSW team were all very visible. There were 3 volunteers for each survey (we welcomed back Hugh Tresher for two 

sessions, and Jim Ducker helped with the third survey). All volunteers have to wear high vis vests, and we all stood next 

to a rather large SID. 

Traffic speed through the parish has been a concern for a considerable length of time, and your parish council has been 

actively working with the CSW team since October 2018. 

CSW is a traffic speed monitoring scheme which is coordinated by Thames Valley Police with Parish Councils, but 

managed and run by volunteers in the community. Thames Valley Police train and equip the volunteers to use a speed 

indicator device.  

Suitable locations for monitoring speed are selected from sites suggested by the community, based on where there is most 

local concern about speeding traffic and its impact. 

2 volunteers are needed to operate the device however it is best practice to have 3 volunteers for each CSW session. The 

sessions last for no more than an hour. Volunteers record the details of vehicles which have been driving too fast: in 

excess of 35 mph in a 30 mph zone, or above 25 mph in a 20 mph zone. CSW can only operate in areas where the speed 

limit is no more than 40 mph.  
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The recorded information is then sent to the police and entered into the Speedwatch database, which automatically 

generates warning letters to the offending vehicle owners. Details of repeat offenders are sent to Roads Policing, who may 

take further action.  

If you would like to volunteer to join the Speedwatch Team, please email the clerk, Mr Penfold, at clerk@kepc.info for 

further information. Each CSW session will only last for about an hour, so if you do volunteer to help, you will not be 

expected to volunteer for the whole day! 

Thank you. 

Caroline Aldridge and Trevor Perchard 

The Parish Church 
As this article is being written, the weather is improving – just in time for the Spring Bank Holiday; and, with the 

expectation [or hope!] that the relaxation of Coronavirus restrictions is fast approaching, there is rather more to look 

forward to than recently. Looking back, however, it hasn’t all been doom and gloom. 

Our increasing familiarity with Zoom has enabled many of us to engage in regular Sunday worship. Before and after each 

service, there has been an opportunity for chat – much appreciated! Of course, neither Mothering Sunday posies nor Palm 

Crosses could be distributed virtually, but we have our ways! 

As they did earlier in the year, ministers of our local churches went on line [YouTube] with an excellent Easter greeting. 

Although the church had been decorated by our Flower Ladies, it was closed except for Private Prayer. Despite this, 

Easter was celebrated at St John’s. With the sun shining, and the spring flowers looking their best, members of our church 

choir [suitably distanced – in a semi-circle] presented a short musical celebration, in the churchyard, on the afternoon of 

Easter Day. The occasion was enjoyed by about 50 people, in the churchyard and on the surrounding roads; and the Easter 

Eggs, supplied by Frances, our Musical Director, only added to the enjoyment. Could “The Sound of Singing Angels” 

become an annual event? 

Also in the churchyard, which continues to look splendid, thanks to the efforts of our team 

of volunteers: the team leader Frances and Linda Scottorn, for nearly a year, have been 

engaged on a project, listing the graves and recording the inscriptions. In the May issue of 

the church magazine [back copies of the Magazine can be seen on our website] Frances 

writes an interesting account of their progress. She hopes to have a draft record, of their 

findings, available in time for the church’s Patronal Festival. [See below]. 

Since April, our Magazine [the Lamb and Flag] has been available in hard copy as well as 

on our website. 

Due to there being only very limited access to the church, the lovely floral tribute to HRH Prince 

Philip RIP was seen by fewer people than we would have wished. The tribute, on the top of the font, 

in St John’s, had been beautifully arranged by Moira Lawrie, one of our Flower Ladies. 

Looking forward, with hope, to the full opening of our churches, a questionnaire was circulated to 

all our congregations [St John’s, Christ the King and All Saints’] seeking views as to what might be 

desirable/possible, with regard to live services. The views expressed have been considered by both 

PCC’s and, currently, the Clergy and Churchwardens are working towards the weekend of 26/27 

June for the full opening of all three churches. In the meantime, each Sunday, we will continue to 

have a Zoom service. Additionally, on Sundays, each of our churches, in turn, will be open for a 

Eucharist service, the other churches being open only for private prayer [All details on our website]. 

On Sunday 27 June [Birth of St John the Baptist], we will hold a service of Evensong outdoors, at 6 pm, with the choir of 

Kidmore End School to celebrate St John’s Patronal Festival.  The churchyard will be festooned with flowers. After the 

service we will have refreshments and an opportunity to view the flowers, which have been placed on every gravestone. 

Sunday 27 June is also the Parish Gift Day 2021. An explanation of the need for a Gift Day and details of how to donate 

can be found in the June edition of the Lamb and Flag magazine. 

In April, we learned that the Revd. Richard Chown had died, aged 94. Father Dick, as he liked to be 

known, was Vicar of Kidmore End, from 1983 until his retirement, in 1990. His funeral service was 

held in St James’ Church, Weybridge. May he rest in peace. 

The Rt Revd Gavin Collins was consecrated as the Bishop of Dorchester on 14 April, at Lambeth Palace Chapel. Covid 

restrictions had prevented the large-scale celebration, in St Paul’s cathedral, that had been originally envisaged. 

mailto:clerk@kepc.info


PAGE | 8   ISSUE NO. | 144 

Diary Dates: 

Sunday 4 July, from 3-5pm, at Christ the King – Tea and Cake. [Look out for posters.] 

We will endeavour to keep our website up to date with information about services and events, so it is suggested that 

readers, who are interested, should check regularly to see whether changes have become necessary.  

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166 / 

Neil Scott (On behalf of Parochial Church Council) 

St Michaels Church 
Although Covid restrictions were eased somewhat during May we decided that we would continue with the procedures 

introduced last year when churches were re-opened after the lockdown. We wish to keep our church a safe as possible for 

those who come together each week to worship God. It has been noticeable that as the vaccine rollout has continued more 

people are returning to church to participate as a community. Our live streaming continues and will probably remain for 

the benefit of our housebound parishioners. 

June/July tends to be the time of year when our young people, mainly from our primary school, make their first Holy 

Communion. Last year this important moment in the life of the parish had to be cancelled and we are pleased that it will 

go ahead this year. Candidates from last year as well as this year will make their first Holy Communion. Extra Masses 

will be celebrated so that social distancing can be maintained. Unfortunately, congregational singing is still not allowed 

nor the traditional gathering in the hall afterwards for refreshments. Similar arrangements are being made for those unable 

to be Confirmed last year. 

Our Mothers’ Prayers group continues to meet regularly online, and we have recently started a weekly online Gospel 

Share. The latter is an opportunity to participate in quiet, reflective prayer inspired by the coming Sunday’s gospel. Visits 

to take Holy Communion to the sick and housebound have now resumed.  

Due to the continued uncertainty no other significant events are being planned. Up to date information and links to our 

YouTube channel can be found on our website: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Sarah Hall 28 May 1943–10 May 2021 
Sarah Hall and her husband Johnny moved into Kidmore End Parish in 1970, with their 2 boys James and Charles. They 

bought the then derelict Chalkhouse Green Farm, where Sarah started her passion for farming and gardening.  Sarah 

began with a pair of Jersey cows, some winsome Gloucester Old Spot pigs, followed by a herd of British White cattle and 

an assorted menagerie of furry creatures, poultry, donkeys and bees.  Upon hearing about the plight of the endangered 

Suffolk Punch horse, she bought a magnificent mare in order to found a stud at the farm. She was a regular and successful 

supporter of the Henley Show with her beloved British White Cattle and Suffolk Punch heavy horses, and she was also a 

winner at the Royal Show. 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166%20/
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk/
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Whilst living in Chalkhouse Green, Freddie and her fourth child, Thomas, were born. Sarah could tell from the outset that 

something was not right with Toms, and after endless tests and consultations Toms was diagnosed with a number of acute 

conditions including severe autism.  In his early years, Toms was very disengaged and did not communicate. However, 

over time it became clear that music was a means of communication as well as pleasure. This helped him to accept the 

family's love for him and he became passionately attached to Sarah, the family and his tutor carer, Nicky Craig. He 

attended the Ormerod Special School in Oxford. However, government cutbacks removed the music therapy budget. 

Having moaned about the impact, Johnny was shaken by the lapels of his jacket by Anne Brown, the music therapist, who 

said “do something about it then", so Soundabout was born. This small, Oxfordshire-based charity has reached and 

transformed the lives of thousands of profoundly disabled and autistic people of all ages, giving them a voice through 

music and rhythm and access to an education appropriate for them. Soundabout has been an astounding success during 

lockdown delivering online programmes, which have been a lifesaver for so many families. 

Aside from the farm and Soundabout, Sarah’s passion for discovery took her to many unusual locations, from Greenland 

to Nagaland and Syria to Laos.  In Yemen, she and Johnny were invited to dinner with Sheik Abdillah, the Sheik of 

Sheiks, who was at that time under house arrest.  He informed them that he had written to President Bush to tell him that 

his good friend Saddam Hussein did not have weapons of mass destruction. Sadly Bush did not reply and the rest is 

history. In Syria, Sarah narrowly escaped the amorous advances of a camel driver, slamming her bedroom window on his 

fingers as he tried to climb through.  In Assam, she developed an enduring friendship with Parbati Barua, the famed 

"Queen of the Elephants", and since then Sarah has made many trips to visit her own Indian elephant named Sumdri, who 

was rescued from an illegal logging camp. Sumdri is now loaned to the forestry commission and used for poacher control 

in the Manas Nature Reserve. Sarah’s greatest love was for Venice, where she could indulge her passion for art and 

music, staying with her great friend Victoria Press at her wonderful Palazzo on the Grand Canal.   

In colder climes, Sarah studied polar bears and swam with beluga whales in the Arctic. She joined an expedition on a 

Russian icebreaker to follow Franklin's fatal voyage to discover a North West Passage.  She traced Shackleton's gruelling 

trek across South Georgia amongst the throng of seals and penguins.  As part of a scientific expedition in Mongolia she 

drove yaks through the mountains searching for signs of the fabled snow leopard and assisting the travelling dentist in 

numerous extractions. 

Closer to home, Sarah was a great supporter of her local parish, hosting her farm and garden open days as part of the 

National Garden Scheme, which regularly topped over a thousand visitors. She served on the parish council for 20 years, 

where she is remembered for her fearless and forthright views and passion. Her fellow councillors particularly remember 

December meetings. Sarah always brought a tin containing her freshly baked mince pies. It was very hard to concentrate 

on the agenda, and December meetings were quickly concluded so that we could sample the delicious contents in the 

special tin. 

Following her first cancer diagnosis in 2012, Sarah didn't slow down and met every successive treatment and operation 

head on, maintaining her optimistic outlook and verve for life. She always said she was living with cancer and not 

fighting it. She was a force of nature, interested in everyone and everything, with a wicked sense of humour. She was 

funny, knowledgeable, infuriating and compassionate. The world is a quieter and duller place without her. 

On 22 May, the whole parish was brought to a standstill when we said our final farewell to Sarah, as her coffin was taken 

from her home to the church, on a cart pulled by her favourite Suffolk Punch horse. Sarah had planned her funeral in 

meticulous detail, giving us all one final chance to pay our respects. We will miss you. 

Extracts taken from the obituary written by the family, with additional words from friends in the parish. 

Kidmore End CE School 
As we race towards the end of another school year at Kidmore End CE Primary we would like to update you on some 

changes to come in our wonderful village school. 

After 8 years as Headteacher Linda Hull has made the tough decision to step down and we wish her all the best in her 

next role. With a daunting recruitment task ahead of them, the Governing body quickly advertised the role and after an 

impressive number of applications they are delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Andrew Griffin, who started full 

time in school on the 1 July, to ensure a smooth transition and be able to hit the ground running in September. 

Andrew hopes to meet many of the local residents over the next few months, and equally is open to conversations and 

introductions on the school gate, which is where you’ll find him most mornings, so do please pop by and say hello. 

In what has been a challenging 18 months in education it is only fitting that our Year 6 leavers receive as many 

opportunities as possible to spread their wings, make more memories and challenge themselves in the nurturing 

environment of Kidmore End so, at the beginning of June, despite missing out on their annual residential back in 

September last year, the school arranged a week of activities to rival any outward bounds centre!  
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They boated, climbed, competed, challenged and even walked from 

Henley to school to end the week with huge smiles and a range of new 

accomplishments under their belts. The following week they started 

their cycling proficiency training and all of them passed the level 2 

award to start building their on-road confidence to becoming safe 

independent riders. The examiner commented on just how tricky the 

junctions and the traffic are in our rural village so extra special 

congratulations to the Year 6s for their bravery in battling the tractors, 

removal lorries, delivery drivers and the many other obstacles that we 

see through our country lanes. 

The parents have also been keen to deliver a fitting send off and the 

annual traditional trek up Snowdon took place at the end of June with a large group from Year 6, plus a parent, spending 

the weekend in North Wales. They all had a wonderful time in what turned out to be superb weather, how lucky they 

were.  

The rest of the school have also been fortunate to participate in some exciting trips 

with Year 2 visiting Crocodile World, Year 4 visiting Henley as part of a local study 

and Foundation Stage visiting the Earth Trust. 

With our Sports Day set for July, hopefully we have begun to 

be able to offer the children some of the traditional Kidmore 

End Primary School activities once again. Fingers crossed for 

the weather!  

We are delighted to let you know that the School is now also 

open for visits by new or prospective parents, so if you know anyone still looking for a primary 

school place in September then please do ask them to get in touch as we’d love to welcome them 

into school to meet us. Please contact the office at office@kidmore-end.co.uk or call us on 0118 

357 3149 to arrange a visit. We look forward to a restful summer for our staff and children and 

look forward to welcoming our new joiners in September. 

Claire Myers, Governing Body 

Local Businesses 
In the last newsletter we invited anyone running a small local business to tell us a bit about it so we can showcase the 

talent in our Parish. In this issue we feature three local businesses from Kidmore End and Tokers Green. If you would like 

to have your business included in a future newsletter please contact Sue.remenyi@gmail.com  

 

Aspire Bespoke Ceremonies 

You may not have come across a celebrant in the last year as you would usually encounter me at weddings or 

funerals, but I also conduct vow renewals, baby naming, funerals, interments, memorials and act as Master of 

Ceremonies.   

As your wedding celebrant I create a ceremony that is unique and meaningful by focusing on what you want to say (there 

are no rules for creating your vows), readings, poems, music and which friends and family will take part.   

Celebrants play a key role at funerals too.  The ceremony is written to celebrate the life of your loved one through music, 

readings, poems, prayers and the eulogy.  Some people make sure they get the ceremony they want by working with me 

to create it in advance. 

You can choose a theme, have fancy dress, use rock music, football team’s song, flags.  No matter 

what, starting with a blank page and working closely with you I craft and perform a ceremony that 

is as unique as you are. Ceremonies for our Blue light and Armed Services incorporating 

traditions, symbols and humour are of special interest to me.  

My name is Sheila, I live in Kidmore End and you can contact me through 

www.Aspireconsultants.com  

 

mailto:office@kidmore-end.co.uk
mailto:Sue.remenyi@gmail.com
http://www.aspireconsultants.com/
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The Hat Hire Boutique 

Born out of my love of fashion and a desire to create a really special small business of my own that I 

could run from home around my family, I opened The Hat Hire Boutique in 2011.  

Over the past ten years I have really enjoyed building a wonderful and unique collection of special 

occasion hats and headpieces which are all available for hire.  

Most recently I have teamed up with another Tokers Green resident Jo Hindley who is a creative 

and talented milliner. Together we offer a bespoke retrimming service for clients who can’t quite 

find the perfect piece in my collection. We also have many exciting new ideas in the pipeline so 

watch this space...! 

Over the years I have met hundreds of fantastic women, many of whom come back year after year 

for their Ascot hat or to attend a wedding. So many arrive saying that they don’t suit hats and 

leave with a real showstopper that they can’t wait to wear! Watching people’s self-confidence 

grow right in-front of me is a real honour and that’s the part I love the most.  

My name is Katie Rolfe, I live in Tokers Green, and you can contact me through 

www.thehathireboutique.co.uk .  

 

Health and Wellbeing 

I run a small Health and Wellbeing clinic in Kidmore End.  My passion is working with women to help 

regain balance, health, vitality and self.   

I specialise in Kinesiology (kin-easy-ology), Food & Nutrition and Reiki plus NLP Coaching (Neuro 

Linguistic Programming), Mindfulness Meditation, Emotional Freedom Tapping, Personality Analysis and Career 

Coaching, and I was previously Head of Human Resources and on a Board of Directors.  

My holistic approach is used for a wide range of conditions and looks at the whole physical body, emotions, energy, 

nutrition and lifestyle. Sessions are tailored, safe, gentle yet powerful focusing on the root cause of symptoms whilst 

complementing other medical treatments. I aim to support, empower and educate, so clients have the knowledge to take 

care of their own health and wellbeing. People typically see me for:  

• Physical wellbeing 

• Digestive concerns 

• Hormonal imbalances 

• Restoring balance (homeostasis) 

• Food sensitivity, vitamin and mineral testing 

• Tailored meal planning and simple recipes 

• Emotional release and support 

• Phobias, addictions, shock and trauma 

• Quality and quantity of sleep  

• Learning difficulties, clarity and 

concentration 

• Regaining motivation, focus and 

life direction 

• Deep relaxation, reiki and chakra 

balancing. 

My name is Jo Holloway, I live in Kidmore End, and you can contact me on 07818 003628.   

 

Time Financial Planning 

Financial planning is about recognising the need to have enough money, but also the freedom to 

enjoy some of it. I’d like to tell you a story about a couple I once knew, brought up during the 

war in a time of rationing and conditioned not to borrow, but to save everything for their futures. 

They embarked on careers, married, had children and continued to work hard saving for their retirement. Tragically, the 

husband died of cancer just before he retired. They never had TIME to spend their money. Now widowed, this lady has 

too much money, and yet she will not spend a penny due to her upbringing. You see, they worked hard and never had 

TIME to enjoy their wealth, because they saved too much, and he died too soon. 

A proper financial planner would have taught them that there must be balance – enjoy some of your 

earnings now while you have TIME and invest some for your future in case you are blessed with 

longevity…but they never got this advice. 

This is the story of my mum and dad, which is why I do what I do. 

My name is Tim Embleton, I live in Cane End and you can contact me at  info@timefp.com  

http://www.thehathireboutique.co.uk/
mailto:info@timefp.com
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Tokers Green News 
Speed limit 

The traffic speed was measured over a 7-day period in March and results have enabled KEPC to recommend to OCC that 

the speed limit be reduced within Tokers Green to 20mph. We are not sure how long the process will take but hopefully in 

the near future we will also be a village with a 20mph speed limit 

Pond 

We had work groups on 3 Sunday mornings during the Spring. Each time we cut back dead branches, removed branches 

overhanging the pond, trimmed unwanted shrubs and trees. Creative Landscapes kindly provided staff who worked hard 

for a day and removed many tree stumps from around the site. We also planted flowers around the site and other plants 

alongside the pond to soften the edges. The result is a pond and site that is much more visible, more open to sunshine and 

more attractive and welcoming. Ducks are now regularly visiting. We also prepared the ground for a bench to be set up 

and await approval from KEPC to go ahead. Looking forward we have more dates for working at the pond. Please make a 

note of these dates and come along for a couple of hours of free exercise from 10.00 (weather permitting) and join in. No 

dogs or young children please and bring your own tools.  

27 June - weeding around the recently planted flowers, weeding the path, creating a new path to the bench 

12 September - planting daffodils - we are planning to GO BIG and plants a lot of daffodils 

14 November - planting to thicken the hedge that divides the pond site from Tokers Green Lane 

Sunflower competition  

Following our successful sunflower growing competition last year we have decided to run it again. It is a fun way to 

brighten up the village during the summer and have some light hearted competition at the same time. There will be two 

age groups - Adult and Under 11 and two categories per age group - Tallest Sunflower as measured from the soil and 

Most beautiful display as judged by the Judges. Please submit photos and measurements to Maria 

Hatton  maria_hatton@yahoo.com by 15 August. 

Tokers Green Progressive Dinner   

We hope to hold the next Tokers Green Progressive Dinner sometime in September (Covid restrictions allowing!). 

Information on the date etc will be sent to all participants a bit nearer the time once restrictions are a little clearer for later 

in the year.  Newcomers to the village may know this type of event as a ‘Travelling or Safari’ dinner.  The Tokers Green 

Progressive Dinner provides a great opportunity to get to know your fellow residents.  If you are interested in joining us, 

please contact Carole Neville on caroleneville@hotmail.co.uk or 01189 477330 for more information.   

Used stamps - while most of us get far fewer letter or parcels with stamps on them please cut off any stamps that you do 

get and we collect them to donate for Guide Dogs for the Blind. You can donate them to Theresa Heffer c/o KE School.  

Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Weather Report: Winter 2020/21 

 Average Maximum 

Temperature 

Average Minimum 

Temperature 

Rainfall 

 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

March 11.3 52 2.8 37 30 1.19 

April 12.2 54 0.7 33 21 0.83 

May 14.8 59 5.9 43 106 4.17 

Rainfall - 3 months to end May 2021 157 6.19 

 

Spring 2021 proved to be disappointing when compared to 2020. Overall, it was colder than average with only a couple of 

warm spells at the end of March and the end of May.  

March was slightly colder than normal, however on 30 March the maximum temperature was 22.7C/73F making this the 

warmest March day for 53 years. April was very cold, the average mean temperature was lower than for March, the first 

mailto:maria_hatton@yahoo.com
mailto:caroleneville@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk
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time this has happened since 2012. Overnight temperatures in April were very low with frequent air and ground frosts, 

which unfortunately frosted the magnificent Magnolias in the parish and also damaged many other plants both tender and 

hardy. The unseasonable cold weather continued into May, with overnight frosts in the first couple of weeks, this was the 

coldest May since 1996. 

Rainfall in March was below average, April was mainly dry with the average rainfall in England being only 28% of 

normal. May made up for it by being very wet, the fourth wettest May since records began in 1862. The combination of 

low temperatures and rain resulted in quite a few hailstorms that came apparently out of nowhere catching some of us out 

in the open without suitable clothing. 

We started Spring in full Lockdown but there have been gradual easings allowing us additional freedom. How shocked 

we were to wake up on Monday 12 April looking forward to being able to go for a drink at a pub to find a blizzard raging 

outside, resulting in 5cm/2ins of snow settling. Fortunately, most of the snow melted by midday so the garden at the New 

Inn was well populated by the hardier members of our community who really appreciated the heat from the fire pits.  

For the second year in a row April was a generally sunny month, such a shame that the temperatures didn’t match those of 

2020. The last sub-zero night was 5 May, the latest we have had such a cold night in the 8 years I have been doing these 

reports. 

Lowest and Highest temperatures and rainfall for 3 months to May 2021 

 Highest Lowest Highest Rainfall 

 Cent Fahr Cent Fahr mm In 

March 22.7  73 (30th) -3.1 26 (7th) 5.5 0.22 (12th)   

April 18.1 65 (23rd) -4.2 24 (6th) 13 0.51 (28th) 

May 24.4 76 (31st) -0.4 31 (5th) 20 0.78 (16th) 

Chris Brook 

Summer in the Garden 
Strawberry fields forever 

By July, as the long evenings stretch out due to our increased sunlight it is difficult to believe that our garden life is ever 

anything other than an abundance of lush flowering plants, fruits, and vegetables, verdant tree canopies and happy 

humming pollinators. 

We had a late Spring, with our April nights this year being the coldest on record for more than sixty years. One long hard 

frost killed off the most wonderful display of Magnolias and delayed the planting of most crops. Apples crops were 

especially affected as frost damaged the developing buds. The harsh winds and cold weather also prevented some 

pollinators from flying. Some later apple varieties were unaffected, and we hope to harvest. This was then followed by the 

wettest May on record since records began. 

That said, with the arrival of summer one vital job to carry out now and throughout the summer months in the garden, of 

course, is watering. It is an easy task but when, what and how to water is something that can be misunderstood and, in the 

worst cases, can create more problems than it resolves. Let me explain… 

When to water: 

All plants imbibe (take in) water at dawn when the increased light levels trigger the stomata to open.  Plants take water 

and minerals in from their roots and transpire (give off water vapour) through their leaves. Therefore, the optimum time to 

water is a couple of hours predawn when the ground is soaked through to the roots. The roots zone of most plants is at 15-

18cm (roughly the length of a trowel). Timed drip irrigation systems are excellent and can be automated and sensor 

controlled so that they do not come on in the event of rainfall. 

However, I appreciate that not many of us want to be out I the garden at 4 o’clock in the morning, so watering is best 

done in the evening when there is less evaporation from the soil and no fear of scorching leaves. Generally, I will water 

on a Sunday and again mid-week if necessary. I find watering an absorbent and meditative task; an opportunity to 

investigate borders for weeds, disease and insects and indeed enjoy the colours and winged visitors.  

What to water: 

Young and newly planted trees and shrubs with their immature root systems are particularly susceptible to lack of water. 

A good soak to the base of the plant is better than a daily sprinkle. Containers are completely dependent upon us for their 
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watering. Although rainwater is absorbed - it is very difficult for the rain to percolate down into pots. Assess their 

requirements by testing the soil with your fingertips, if it bounces back like half-filled sponge the water content is good. 

However, if the soil is coming away from the sides of the container, it indicates that the plant is in immediate need of 

water. It is good practice to group containers together. This makes watering much easier and has the advantage of 

increasing the humidity. Placing the pots in a tray of gravel helps to prevent overwatering. Remember that plants that are 

sitting in water will wilt, as the roots are lacking oxygen and will have to respire anaerobically. Watering butts are an 

excellent rain harvesting investment and rainwater is especially suitable for citrus and orchids. It is not advisable 

however, to use it on new seedlings due to bacteria which may be present. 

How to water: 

Always water at the base of the plant. This is because applying water to foliage increases the chances of fungal infections 

such as powdery and downy mildew. By the time the symptoms of a grey powder covering the top and underside of the 

leaf is visible to the naked eye it will be omnipresent. Using a sprinkler allows the soil to absorb the moisture. It’s also a 

good opportunity to knock off any sap sucking aphids which will enjoy fresh soft growth at the growing tips, particularly, 

runner beans, roses and lupins. Juvenile aphids cannot fly, so knocking them off as soon as you see them is very effective. 

Larger groupings can be sent packing with a quick burst of jet spray whilst you are watering. On the other hand, aphids 

are a great source of protein for birds. Hydrangeas are a great TWP or Temporary Wilting Point indicator. At temporary 

wilting point, the rate of transpiration exceeds the rate at which a plant can absorb moisture from the soil. If water is not 

added to the soil, it will not recover i.e. PWP or Permanent Wilting Point will have been reached. 

With regards to lawns, keeping grass long helps develop a strong root system, which in turn, allows it to be more tolerant 

of drought. Lawn flowers such as daisies, dandelions and white clover are wonderful pollinators also. 

Other summer tasks 

During these summer months there are other tasks to attend to in the garden such as deadheading 

roses, sweet peas, cosmos and blossom heads regularly, so they keep producing more flowers and 

continue to remove side shoots from tomatoes.  Dead heading should be done with clean sharp 

secateurs cutting back to the next leaf below the finished flower. 

Suckers may appear close to the base of your roses. They are easy 

to spot (see photo to the left) since their leaves are different to the 

mother plant and their stems are often thornier. The best way to 

remove them is to lift off a piece of bark with the sucker, using a 

knife or simply to give them a sharp pull. 

Encourage pollinators and beneficial insects with bug hotels. This is a great activity for 

children. Bees and beneficial insects enjoy rotting wood and vegetation, which is why it 

takes several seasons for them to take up residence in a new store-bought one. The most insect enticing ones are made 

from the hollow stems of Delphiniums or Bamboo, bunched together with string and placed in a bush/ hedge at about 

1.5m from the ground.  

Continue to monitor pheromone traps for the box caterpillar and order nematodes online from 

www.greengardener.com if/when required. Nematodes are live, microscopic insects that will eat 

the caterpillars and larvae without harming pollinators or birds. They can be stored for up to a 

month in the fridge.  

To overcome drought, plant drought resistant species, such as Pelargoniums (geraniums) which are 

native to Africa and now available in a variety of colours. Other drought resistant varietals are 

Lavender, Sedum varieties, Rosemary, Oleander, Euphorbia characias/wulfeni, Kniphofia varieties 

(red hot poker), Cosmos, Rudbeckia and Thyme, which incidentally thrives with infertile soil and provides more nutrients 

the harsher the environment. Any silver, narrow leaved plant is adapted to withstand arid conditions. 

Now – returning to those strawberry fields forever. The main reasons that the varietal strawberry Elsanta are stocked in 

UK supermarkets is for their reliable yield and they also travel well, as they are less prone to bruising and have a long 

shelf life. Homegrown Strawberries are easy to produce and are very tasty. “Runners” will be produced from the plants 

during the Summer which look like roots with a few leaves. Remove them from the mother plant to stop energy being 

taken from it and simply place the new plantlet in the soil in autumn. It is good practice to change the Strawberry bed 

every 4 years to prevent disease build up. Harvest when they are bright red all over and eat them as soon as possible as 

they don’t keep well once ripe. They will be most tasty during the warmest part of the day. 

Do you eat your strawberries with sugar and cream? Enjoy. Oh, and do please pass the cream for me……  

(Acknowledgements: The title of this article, “Strawberry Fields Forever” was inspired by the famous song by The Beatles of the 

same name.) 

http://www.greengardener.com/
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Niamh Kendall 

Knit & Natter Community Group 
A new community group has been set up for anyone in the parish who enjoy creative 

hobbies like knitting or sewing.  Caroline McAslan had used her French Knitting 

Nancy to create over 80 little flower brooches during lockdown and saw an opportunity 

to display them at the village well to highlight the start-up of the group. Moira Lawrie 

used her expert flower arranging skills to fashion a beautiful wreath and spray to 

decorate the well and was helped by Ali Angell who knitted all the green leaves.  

Nearly a month later and the day arrived when social restrictions were a little relaxed 

and we could come together for our first session in the Parish Room. A dozen ladies 

enjoyed tea and biscuits doing their creative projects like knitting, mending, sewing and even pastel painting. More 

importantly, it was a chance to have a good chat and catch up on local news and views.  

If you would like to join us, please drop in to the Parish Room on Tuesday afternoons from 2-5 pm. And, if you would 

like to join the What’s App Knit & Natter group, please contact Caroline at carolinemcaslan@hotmail.com. 

Sunflower Challenge 
We are pleased to report that sunflowers are shooting up all over Kidmore End! There are reports of stems 

some six feet tall already – and no flowers yet in sight. The plan is to judge the competition at the end of July, 

so we look forward to announcing the winner in the Autumn issue. 

Kidmore End Cricket Club  
With the cricket season starting to get into full swing, life at Kidmore End Cricket Club (KECC) has 

certainly been busy for the first two months of the season. The good start unfortunately changed 

throughout May, meaning that an unprecedented number of games were cancelled due to poor weather 

conditions with all four League XIs playing substantially fewer games than hoped. With the weather 

changing to more sunny conditions at the time of writing, we are hopeful that the weather won’t hinder 

the rest of the season.  The Sunday friendly XI has also enjoyed good, social games against local 

opposition with many of the younger players making significant contributions with bat and ball along with a few 

experienced cricketers!  

The junior section of the club is also enjoying positive progress on the field with healthy numbers of young people 

attending the training sessions, which run on Friday and Tuesday evenings. Friday evening training is a real social event 

for all members of the local community as parents congregate with their children for cricket training whilst other local 

people come along for a catch up with friends and neighbours, whilst enjoying Jez’s food van and KECC bar facilities.  

KECC runs the ECB ALL Stars programme, which introduces young people to cricket, and all the young people who 

attend receive high quality coaching from our dedicated coaching team. All of the Junior teams are also underway with 

their league and friendly fixture programme and have also enjoyed some success. Just as importantly, they are playing 

good cricket for fun and enjoying spending time playing sport with their friends. Match reports for the club’s teams are 

published weekly in the Henley Standard.  

The recreation ground is looking a picture and is a testament to the hours of work which our team of KECC volunteers 

put into maintaining the cricket square, outfield and surrounds for the benefit of all who enjoy the use of the recreation 

ground.  

A reminder that full details of fixtures for all the Kidmore End teams are to be found on the club website. For more 

information, please contact club chairman Jeff Sheldon (07735 568866) or Club Captain James Frost (07971560981). For 

further details on junior cricket please email Jake Leach at keccjuniors@gmail.com 

You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground if you come along on a match day or a Friday 

evening, so please do come along and see us.  Further information on the club can be found on the club’s website: 

http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/ You can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.  

Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club 

 

mailto:carolinemcaslan@hotmail.com
mailto:keccjuniors@gmail.com
http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
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Summer 2021 

 

Parish Council Meetings: 

 21 July 

 22 September 

 20 October 

 17 November 

 15 December 

 

Friends of Sonning Common 

Library Application form 

 http://www.kepc.info/news.php#foscl-
application 

 

 

 

Are we missing your club or society?  

Would you like to see their activities 

listed in the Newsletter?  Do you 

have any news items or pictures for 

the Parish? 

If you would like to contribute to the 

next edition, or to the website we’d 

be delighted to hear from you.  

Articles can be sent to editor, 

members of the editorial board or 

directly to the website webmaster – 

see right panel for contact details 

 

The closing date for the next edition 

is 4 September 2021. 

Useful Numbers and Contacts 
 Thames Valley Police,  non emergency  101 

   emergency  999 

   website   www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)   0800 555 111 

Victim Support     01865 751511 

SODC  email: info@southoxon.gov.uk  01235 422422  

  Open: Mon-Thu  8.30 am  - 5.00 pm 

   Fri    8.30 am  - 4.30 pm 

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes   01865 883433 

     orc@oxonrcc.org.uk 

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  

Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ 

Oxfordshire Highways    0845 310 1111 

 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways   

Fix my Street     http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)  

    Website  www.caox.org.uk/henley 

    Telephone 0808 278 7907,  

Telephone advice only:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 17:00 

 

Parish Councillors 

 Parish Council Chairman   

 Caroline Aldridge chairman@kepc.info 

 Iain Pearson   iain.pearson@kepc.info  

 Trevor Perchard   trevor.perchard@kepc.info 

 Andrew Harland   andrew.harland@kepc.info  (07747470108) 

 Jim Ducker   jim.ducker@kepc.info 

 Adrian Whyles   adrian.whyles@kepc.info 

 Sonia Matthews   sonia.matthews@kepc.info  

 Clerk to the Council   

 Roger Penfold  clerk@kepc.info (0118 947 3130) 

      

District Councillor 

 Peter Dragonetti   peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk (0118 9844711)  

County Councillor 

 Kevin Bulmer   kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk (07803 005680) 

 

Kidmore End Parish Room 

 Bookings:  

 Guy Johnson   07920 100065 

Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common 

 Bookings:  

 Roger Penfold  0118 947 3130 

Kidmore End Memorial Hall 

 Bookings:  

 Alan Gibbon  alan47b@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Editorial Board 

 Caroline Aldridge (Editor) editor@kepc.info (0118 972 3700)    

 Sue Remenyi   sue.remenyi@gmail.com (07791 840 999) 

  

KEPC website   http://www.kepc.info  

 Ana Silva O’Reilly webmaster@kepc.info 
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