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Despite the rather peculiar weather the summer brought, our Parish certainly made the most of it! As
churches and school playgrounds slowly emerged from lockdown to welcome congregations and
children, voices and laughter could be heard again. The Parish picnic on 27 August at the Parish Pavilion
in Gallowstree Common was certainly a highlight where local volunteers were thanked, prizes for the
sunflower competition were awarded and Jez’s wonderful pizza was consumed! Maybe next year our
sunflower competitions should also have a category for
the most perfectly formed shortest flower too. We hope
that Gallowstree Common, Chalkhouse Green and Cane End will join
Kidmore End and Tokers Green with their own competitions next year.
The flower ladies and other volunteers excelled in June by placing a
posy of flowers on every grave in the Kidmore End Churchyard to
welcome
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parishioners to an
outdoor Evensong
Chair Report ................................................................. 1
to celebrate the St John’s Patronal Festival.

Chair Report
I do not know where the sun went this summer,
so I am delighted that autumn is bringing a bit
of colour back to the parish in the form of a
spectacular autumn display. Reds, golds and
bronzes are the order of the day. Covid
restrictions are limited, only in force to reduce
the spread of the disease in Covid hot spots. In
light of this, the parish council is meeting in
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the Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common Playing Fields until Christmas. We will revisit this decision, and
move back to the Parish Room when we feel that it is safe to do so.
I have some good news. I want to introduce two new councillors to you all, Professor Jeffrey Almond, from Chalkhouse
Green, and Tony Bowley, from Gallowstree Common. Professor Almond was co-opted at the meeting in July, and Mr
Bowley was co-opted at the meeting in September. I am looking forward to working with them both, and putting their
knowledge and sense of community to good use in the parish. This means that we have 1 vacancy on the parish council,
and the only community not represented is Cane End. No pressure.
I have had some reports of hedges that are encroaching onto the highway, particularly in Reades Lane. It is the home
owner/land owner’s responsibility to trim back hedges, and now is the perfect time to do this job. Birds have finished
nesting, and it is still warm so you will not be disturbing birds huddling in hedges to get away from the cold of winter.
The lack of the brown bin garden waste service seems to be one of the main impediments to doing any autumn clearing
up, but this service is starting up again on 4 October. We will have to see how the service works with one collection every
month.
This issue of the newsletter should be renamed ‘Planning Matters’. There are numerous planning applications causing
concern in different parts of the community, the draft NDP finished Regulation 16 in the middle of September and is now
ready for independent examination, and we have been asked to consult on The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 and the Oxford
Cambridge Arc.
The planning application to build a new café at the 9 hole golf course near Chalkhosue Green, the only bit left of Reading
Golf course, was rejected in July, but as this newsletter goes to press, I have no news on the other outstanding
applications causing concern within the parish.
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
We have been told by SODC that our independent examiner for the NDP is Andrew Ashcroft.
The Reformation
A planning application has been received to turn this site into a veterinary practice, with 2 houses. If this application is
passed, the 2 houses will be classed as ‘wind fall and will not be counted towards any housing allocation in the NDP.
There are other worries that the land behind the Reformation could be bought by speculative developers. Your parish
council listened to all the views of local residents, and to those of the vet, Sarah Moffat. There is much local support for
the repurposing of the former pub as a veterinary surgery, and the parish council is sympathetic to this proposal, but
because of the housing element your parish council has objected to this application.
Traffic
The Dragon Patcher has been back in the parish, filling up some of the pot holes in Chalkhouse Green. Speeding in
Gallowstree Common remains a cause for concern. The Traffic Subcommitee is in discussions with Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC) Highways to carry out additional speed surveys using a small speed detection device. However, the
project to reduce the speed through Tokers Green to 20 mph is progressing, and we had discussions over where to start
the 20 mph signs, with input from Mapledurham Parish Council. As this newsletter goes to press, the statutory public
consultation on the proposed reduced speed limit for Tokers Green started on 29 September.
Over the past year, OCC, in partnership with SODC, Vale of White Horse and Cherwell District Councils, has been
progressing with a project to allow Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) to be implemented across these areas. This is where
powers to enforce parking contraventions transfers from the Police to the County Council. When the changes come into
effect in January 2022, parking enforcement will be managed on the County Councils behalf by Conduent Parking
Enforcement Solutions Ltd, who currently carry out on-street enforcement on behalf of the County Council within Oxford
City. This means that parking contraventions will no longer be a criminal matter, but a civil one. Under the new powers,
Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs) will be able to enforce the majority of restrictions where traffic orders and regulatory
signs and lines are in place, for example outside Kidmore End Primary School. If you are aware of areas where parking
enforcement is an issue, please contact the Parking Team via CPEenquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk and Officers will pass
the information across our enforcement teams who will be developing deployment plans for the new areas.
Civil Parking Enforcement is expected to start on 1 November 2021. Warning notices will be issued from this date to
raise awareness before full implementation takes place in January 2022.
Play Areas
Both play areas continue to be busy, and I am delighted to report that the basket swing at Gallowstree Common has been
fixed. Please continue to read the safety signs and rules, including the ‘No eating or drinking’ rule. These are for your
safety and for the safety of others. I would like to thank users who report small problems to Mr Penfold on
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clerk@kepc.info. We are hoping to set up volunteer groups to look after the play areas on a more regular basis. Please
keep your eyes open, and join in.
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion and Gallowstree Common Playing Fields
There is much to report. Many people turned up to welcome Tom Crossland home on 28 August. What an amazing
challenge, and Tom has raised over £23,000 towards his goal of building a home for trafficked children.
The Parish Picnic on 27 August was a huge success. Lots of people came along and enjoyed a rather chilly evening of
socialising, chatting, and generally relaxing after all the ups and downs of the past 18 months. This wonderful evening
would not have been the success it was without all the support given by the amazing volunteers, Local Veg etc, Kidmore
End Cricket Club, and your Parish Council. There are plans to repeat the event next year, but maybe your community
might want to be the hosts?
The retrospective planning application to increase the length of the cricket nets was granted in August. The pavilion is
now available to hire.
The new CC-TV cameras detected their first piece of antisocial behaviour in July. The police asked for film footage of the
perpetrators.
The charity that is tasked with the management of the pavilion and playing fields, Kidmore End Playing Fields
Committee (KEPFC), is in discussions to put in place new governance documents, which reflect current Charity
Commission standards. Once the new constitution in in place, the committee will be looking for additional trustees from
the community. If you would like to volunteer your time to help on this committee and become a Trustee, please send
your details to Mr Penfold on clerk@kepc.info.
Other news
Thank you, Flower Ladies, for continuing to decorate the well and the front of the church in Kidmore End. Your floral
creations raise our spirits every time we walk and drive past.
Caroline Aldridge
chairman@kepc.info

From the District Councillor
What do Nando’s, Greggs, McDonalds and South Oxfordshire District Council have in common? The
answer, in case you hadn’t worked it out, is that all have been affected by the sudden shortage of HGV
drivers. The SODC service that has been hit by this issue is the waste service, as all our collection
vehicles are HGV. Biffa, our contractor for this service has been unable to provide the drivers needed
when the normal drivers are either on holiday or self-isolating because of Covid. In the past, Biffa
would use one of several agencies that provide temporary drivers, many of whom would be European.
Following Brexit, and then Covid and better wages back home in Europe there are simply no drivers
available. Unlike Nando’s or Greggs, our specialist vehicles cannot be replaced by smaller vehicles that don’t need HGV
licences to drive them, and we also have a regular pattern of services with thousands of expectant home owners looking
for a collection on a particular day. This pattern of a regular service cannot be changed, as it’s a certainty that a chaotic
situation would develop before long that could take weeks to sort out.
So, what has happened is that all Biffa staff, managers, supervisors etc that are available have been drafted in to support
the service, and people have been working long days and weekends to keep things going. SODC is not the only council
facing this problem, there are many others that are in a similar position.
At such times, difficult decisions must be made; the garden waste service is not a statutory obligation, although users have
to pay for it. Not everyone has a brown bin, but everyone has the grey and the green bin. And, if not collected, garden
waste is rarely as unpleasant as other waste. If you have a brown bin, you usually have a garden and thus probably some
space to put the garden waste to one side. This would not really be an option for the contents of the green, grey or food
waste bins.
So, the tough decision was taken to go for the least worst option, and concentrate our resources on the most important
forms of waste that everyone pays for through Council Tax.I cannot, at the time of writing, say what will happen next, but
I hope that everyone will be tolerant and understanding. So far, that is exactly what has happened, and I thank you all. If
you are not contacted by the Council, you should find the latest information on the SODC website or via Social Media.
Councillor Peter Dragonetti
District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham
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Pottery Charity Day in aid of the Alzheimer's Society
With the help of neighbours & friends we raised £377.62 in
aid of the Alzheimer's Society which is absolutely brilliant!
The Alzheimer's Society has a particular places in my heart as
my parents were helped and supported by their local group as
my Mum has dementia. This was especially important to them
during the lockdowns of last year. My sister is running in the
London Marathon in October in aid of the Alzheimer's
Society and I wanted to help too, but without the running!
On Saturday 18 September I held a pottery make day at the
Parish Room and 42 people came along to join in the fun.
There was a full range of ages from 4 years old upwards and I
think I'm safe in saying everyone had a fun time. Everyone
prepared their clay, cut out the tile shape and then decorated it
using things like wooden stamps, leaves and lace.
Others also very kindly donated even though they couldn't join us on the day.
Kate White won a Moon Jar in the raffle and Nicky Layfield won the pasta making kit donated by Caroline McAslan.
I want to thank everyone who contributed to the total raised, especially Caroline Aldridge who helped throughout the
whole day - very much appreciated
Debbie Page

The Kidmore End Parish Rooms
We are all aware of how the experiences of the last 18 months have highlighted the importance of community. Across the
civil parish, people in our communities came together to offer each other support, encouragement, and practical help in
difficult times.
Community, of course, needs resourcing. People are the most important ingredient (no surprise there!), but a close
second is space. Community spaces can enable groups to meet and initiatives to flourish.
One such community space in the parish is St John the Baptist Parish Room on Wood Lane in Kidmore End. The Parish
Room is let to Kidmore End & Sonning Common Parochial Church Council (the PCC) on a lease from the Diocese of
Oxford. The lease will expire in December 2022, and the PCC is investigating the opportunity to renew it. As we think
about this issue, we need the help of the local community, and so we are seeking your views. We would like you to take
a few minutes to compete the short questionnaire, which you will find here https://tinyurl.com/kidmoreparishroom
We would prefer you to use the online questionnaire but for those who cannot do this, the questionnaire can be found at
the end of this newsletter.
Rev’d James Stickings
Rector

The Parish Church
This time last year, reference was made to the death of the Rev Canon Graham Foulis Brown, a former Rector of Kidmore
End. This year, with equal sadness, we have learned of the death of Dr Peter Hemphill, aged 101. Peter had a strong
Christian faith and a tremendous love of St John’s Church – to which he gave great service, in so many ways, and where
he and his wife, Jill, worshipped each Sunday. May he rest in peace. [Tributes to Peter appear in the September issue of
the church magazine.]
Over the year, as the Covid restrictions relaxed [or tightened!], so we have adapted our pattern of church worship; and, on
reaching September ’21, we will be adopting a format which resembles “normal”, in that it provides for a service, every
Sunday, in both our churches. It is different, however, in that the type/time of these services is more diverse than before,
for example, there are occasional afternoon and evening services, instead of the regular morning service. Full up-to-date
details will be posted on our website and printed in the Lamb and Flag magazine.
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Zoom remains a useful resource for those who cannot attend church The link to a short Sunday evening service [7.15pm]
can be found on our website. The time for this service avoids a clash with The Archers, on radio! Zoom also continues to
be used by our Bible Study and Prayers groups. [Details on website]
The return of The Lamb and Flag, in hard copy form, has been
much welcomed, particularly by those with no access to the
internet. The online copy remains preferable for some readers, and
is useful, for others, when the hard copy is mislaid! Also useful, on
our website, is the access to back copies of the magazine - not
terribly far back, as yet, however!
A churchyard, with every grave therein [over 300!] adorned by a
large jam jar containing flowers, was the amazing backdrop for an
outdoor Evensong, on the occasion of the St John’s Patronal
Festival, in June. Thanks for providing this beautiful setting are
due to Frances Brewitt-Taylor and her church gardeners, and to
Moira Lawrie and her flower ladies – all of whom do such wonderful work, in this corner of the village, throughout the
year. For the service, the choir comprised members from the three churches in the Benefice, joined by children from the
Kidmore End School choir; and, having had many rehearsals, under Frances’s direction, the combined choir produced
[with birdsong accompaniment!] a beautiful sound. Yet another novel event – to be repeated, perhaps?
The two preceding paragraphs are based on Shirley Horne’s excellent report, which can be seen in the August issue of
The Lamb and Flag. Thank you, Shirley.
The Editor has reminded me that details of church services scheduled for the remainder of this year need to be included in
this issue of the Newsletter. If only we could! The only certainty is that Christmas Day will be on 25 December!
The best we can do is to list the various services/events we hope will take place – together with possible/may be dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Harvest Carol Service – St John’s, at 11 am, on 10 October
All Soulstide Remembrance Service – St John’s, 31 October
Remembrance Sunday -14 November
Christingle Service – St John’s, 28 November
Christmas Fair – Kimdore End Primary School, 4 December
Carol Service – St John’s, 17 December
Christingle Service at Christ the King Church, Sonning Common, Christmas Eve
Midnight Mass at St John’s, Christmas Eve
Christmas Day – 9.30am, at Christ the King; 10.30am, at St John’s

For up-to-date information about the above services/events, we recommend that readers check our website [or magazine],
nearer the “possible” date of each event. www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/
Rather early, we wish all readers a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS.
Neil Scott (On behalf of Parochial Church Council)

St Michaels Church
At the time of writing the first hymn singing for 18 months by the congregation (wearing face masks) has taken place. As
a parish we have begun a discussion on how and when we should lift the restrictions related to the pandemic. Should we
increase our capacity with less social distancing, allow people to take on specific roles in our liturgies and begin social
gatherings again? With infection rates still relatively high and expected to increase due to schools reopening these
decisions are not easy to make. Hopefully the views of our parishioners will help us decide how best to move forward
safely.
In the meantime, we are encouraging anyone who has stayed away from the church since the pandemic to begin to put
their foot over the threshold once more. However, if you arrive and are uncomfortable with the number of people present
just turn around and go home in good conscience and with God’s blessing. Likewise, if you prefer to avoid the crowd
after Mass has finished then feel free to depart early. The invitation to step over the threshold once more is also extended
who have been away for many years. There are many reasons why we stay away from church, but we hope you will give
us the opportunity to welcome you back home when you are ready.
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Recently a number of our young people were Confirmed and these were joyful occasions. The gathering of larger family
groups, despite social distancing, highlighted how much we miss the entire community being able to gather to worship
and praise God together.
Over the summer months more people from the parish have come forward to support the local foodbank run from
Springwater Church.
The parish hall is now open to both its regular and casual hirers. See the parish website for details and the most recent
news: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

Where have all the birds gone?
Back in the 1990s Charles Paddick wrote a few articles for this newsletter about village life in days gone by. He was born
in 1910 in Kidmore End and lived all his life in the parish. One of the things he wrote about was the bird life he
remembered from his childhood.
As a boy, in the years 1918-1924, he and his friends roamed the parishes of Kidmore End, Sonning Common and Peppard
in search of birds’ nests. Of course, this pastime is now illegal and is deplored, but attitudes were different then and
through his descriptions we can glimpse the rich and varied bird life in the parish at that time. Here is an extract:
“At night I was lulled to sleep by the nightingales singing in the hedgerows and the burr of the nightjar along Wyfold
Road, towards Kate’s Cottage. The sound of the mistle thrush (the storm cock) singing its heart out above the background
noise of a thunderstorm was wonderful.

Among our most exciting finds was the red-backed shrike, or butcher bird, so named from its habit of impaling beetles
and other insects on thorns around the nest as food for its young. Other finds were swifts nesting in the roof of Maitland
House*, a hawfinch’s nest in the garden of my home next door, sand martins in the pit, now part of the Chiltern Edge
School site, a pair of crossbills nesting in the fir trees at the Chine**, and the goldcrest nests suspended from a branch of
the cedar tree in the churchyard. One very rare bird was the magpie, thanks to the game-keepers on the local estates!”
He also listed the birds he remembered seeing, as shown below. It is a long list, with several birds unfamiliar to me. Quite
a few are now red listed.
Great tit

Yellowhammer

Sparrow hawk

Pigeon

Tree sparrow

Blue tit

Linnet

Kestrel

Cuckoo

Dunnock

Long tailed tit

Chiff-chaff

Swift

Dove

Wagtail

Black cap

Stonechat

Siskin

Treecreeper

Partridge

Bullfinch

Skylark

Wryneck

Redstart

House sparrow

Chaffinch

House martin

Plover

Green woodpecker

Magpie

Greenfinch

Sand martin

Nuthatch

Rook

Thrush

Hawfinch

Nightjar

Moorhen

Crow

Mistle thrush

Robin

Nightingale

Mallard

Jay

Wren

Tawny owl

Crossbill

Lesser spotted woodpecker

Goldcrest

Little owl

Warbler

Greater spotted woodpecker

Blackbird

Pheasant

Starling

Red backed shrike
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I suspect this is not a complete list – jackdaws and swallows are not mentioned for example. Nevertheless, it is sobering
to see how many birds have vanished from this area over the last 100 years. Indeed, only 30 years ago I remember there
being plenty of sparrows and starlings around (they nested, noisily, in our roof!), and house martins and swallows flew
over the garden, but not now.
So … as well as feeding the birds, don’t forget to provide fresh water and maybe let your garden go a bit messy to help
insects and support our birds. Check out the RSPB website for more ideas.
*Opposite the Co-op in Sonning Common; **’The Chine’ was a spinney at the junction of Hazelmoor Lane and Horsepond Road in Gallowstree
Common.

Jackie Russell

Kidmore End CE School
As we start a new term at Kidmore End CE Primary School and I start my new headship at the school, I would like to say
thank you to everyone in the Parish for their support during Lockdown and throughout the last year. Finally, the school
has returned to some normality although there have been a few changes since I joined on the 1 July 2021.
The school’s new vision focuses on the children, the community and excellence.
The Children are at the Heart of the School
The School is at the Heart of the community
At our school…
Every child counts
Every lesson counts
Every experience and memorable moment counts
Everyone aims for Excellence
There have also been changes in the Governing Body as Mrs Sarah Rodda, Chair of Governors has passed on the role to
Mrs Sian Allen and Mrs Claire Myers who will now be Co-Chairs of the Governing Body. On behalf of the school, I
would like to thank Sarah for her contribution to the school.
Another change over the Summer Holidays was the improvements made to Foundation Stage outdoor area. Kidmore End
School Association (KESA) and the school came together for a Working Bee on Sunday 22 August to build new outdoor
equipment and decorate the area ready for our new starters in September. A huge thank you to all the parents and families
and staff who contributed to the wonderful event and the area.

At the start of term, we welcomed two new teachers to the school, Mr Heritage
in Year 5 and Mrs Smith in Year 1. The school also invited all parents at the
start of the term into the classroom for Parents’ meetings and for our
community event, the Back-to-Back School Bash which was held towards the
end of September.
The school welcomed a new addition to the team. Toby the School Dog has
been helping the children and providing a calm and welcoming environment for
anxious pupils and adults.
The school has returned to assemblies and it so lovely to hear the children
singing in the hall. We have also welcomed back Reverend James Stickings
from the church who has been leading collective worship every Friday morning.
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Harvest Festival and our Christmas Fair are all planned for this Autumn, and we can’t wait to get back to sharing our
wonderful experiences and traditions with our families and the community once again.
One of the best things since the start of term has been the sense of community and friendship on the playground, dinner
hall and throughout the school. The relaxation of the Covid rules has allowed the children and parents to enjoy more
freedoms and the benefits of a small and happy village school. Since September, the children have also started
participating in extra-curricular clubs as well. There are many clubs running for the children including Rugby, Spanish,
Hockey, Gardening, Running, Chess and the Choir who will be using the Church to practise every week.
This term we have been revisiting the school values and the British Values including democracy and mutual respect. Pupil
Voice is extremely important to me. All our School Council representatives have now been chosen and they are meeting
with me to improve the school.
The school has also introduced new expectations for the children and the children have been practising their writing and
presentation skills by creating poems that focus on key events for the Autumn Term. Some of the best examples are
shown below.

At this time of the year, we also think about the new beginnings for the Year 6 School Leavers who have now moved on
to secondary school. I’m so pleased that despite COVID, we were able to be to celebrate the Leavers’ Service with the
parents on our school field.
On a beautiful day at the end of July, parents were invited to a final celebratory breakfast, followed by songs from the
children, school memories and prize giving. The event was live streamed to families across the community and beyond.
We wish all the children who have moved onto their new schools the very best for the future.
Wish everyone a wonderful Autumn Term.
Mr Andrew Griffin, Headteacher
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Tokers Green News
Pond update
On 12 September a group of villagers planted 500 snowdrops
around the pond. We also laid more wood chips on top of the
main path to create a new path to the site of the (soon to be
installed) bench. Some general tidying up, pruning, weeding of
the path etc., was done too. Many thanks to Neil Ronaldson for
providing the wood chips and KEPC for funding the bulbs. We
had also planned to plant 500 daffodils, but the delivery has been
delayed by floods in The Netherlands, so they will be planted
later.
On 14 November our last planned working group of 2021 will be
planting eight new hedgerow plants to improve the hedge
between the road and the pond (three spindle and five Guelder
rose - Viburnum opulus) and also a whitebeam (Sorbus aria) tree.
Please come along from 10.00.
Green Gym
Volunteers from the Sonning Common Green Gym were back at the Rokeby Recreation Ground on 11 September
removing brambles and trimming trees from around the inside of the main gate as well as extending the hedging between
the park and the golf course. Many thanks for their great work. See their website for more details
https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk/ and their program of work. They are back again on October 23rd at the recreation
ground.

Work has been started to prune the willows and start to weave them to form a circle. Please contact Jane Bowen if you
would like to help on alternate Thursday evenings.
Carol singing
Please note the date for this year’s carol singing on Sunday 19 December, start time 5.30pm (full details TBC).
Village quiz team
For more than 25 years Tokers Green have taken part in the South Oxfordshire Village Quiz league. For obvious reasons
it has been on hold for the last two seasons, however it is looking to get going again. We have just enough players to keep
us going but are always on the lookout for new people to join our team. If you'd be interested in joining, please contact
Andrew Heffer on 07749 714770 for more details.
Safari supper
Our regular safari suppers have obviously been impossible due to the pandemic for the last 18 months. We had hoped to
be able to resume this Autumn, but the consensus view is that it is better to start again in Spring 2022. These are always
great fun when we are in small groups to have different courses in different houses, walking between neighbours and
congregating in one house for dessert and cheese. Please contact Carol Neville if you want to join this great evening next
time.
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Annual Sunflower Competition
It has been lovely to see so many beautiful sunflowers in gardens in the village this summer. The 2021 winners were
Andrew and Fiona Harland for the tallest sunflower at 3.9 m and Eric Donnelly for the most beautiful sunflower. See
photos below. Congratulations to them.

Xmas dinners
We may be able to convene for our annual Men’s Xmas dinner and Ladies Xmas dinners this year. It all depends, so
watch out for more information soon.
Keeping up to date via WhatsApp and Email – please let me know if you want to be added to the village email list or
contact Mike Foxton to be added to the village WhatsApp group.
Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk

Local Weather Report: Summer 2021
Average Minimum
Temperature

Average Maximum
Temperature

Rainfall

Cent

Fahr

Cent

Fahr

mm

In

June

11.2

52

21.1

70

81

3.2

July

15.0

59

26.0

79

71

2.8

August

12.0

54

20.5

69

44

1.7

196

7.7

Rainfall - 3 months to end August 2021

One noticeable aspect of this summer has been the lack of sunshine, with August being particularly dull. The Met Office
report that August, in Southern England, had only 60% of the normal amount of sunshine, making it the dullest August in
more than 60 years.
In early June we had almost two weeks of warm dry weather which saw temperatures over 20C/68F each day, July
followed with a slightly longer spell of warm weather which turned hot giving us 5 consecutive days when the
temperature was over 30C/86F. August however didn’t follow this pattern, the cloud cover kept the temperatures lower
with no day reaching 25C/77F. The forecast for August promised that ‘a heat wave was coming later in the week’ on 3
consecutive weeks but unfortunately none materialised.
Total rainfall this year has been near to our summer average, with June being the wettest month. Once again is it
noticeable how intense some of rain is, the nice spell of warm weather in June was broken on the 17th by a thunderstorm
which dropped 32mm/1.3in of rain in a couple of hours, this was then repeated the following day with another
20mm/0.8in giving us the bulk of that month’s rain in less than 48 hours, on both of those days there were reports of flash
flooding in neighbouring areas.
Each month we have had a spell of 10 days without rain, in June & July those both coincided with the warm weather.
August’s dry spell started on the 22nd and has continued into early September. In total there were 49 days when it did not
rain.
There were 5 days when the temperature exceeded 30C/86F and an additional 11 days when it was over 25C/77F.
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Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to August 2021
Lowest

Highest

Highest Rainfall

Cent

Fahr

Cent

Fahr

mm

In

June

4.4

40 (22nd)

27.7

82 (2nd)

32

1.3 (17th)

July

8.3

47 (15th)

31.7

89 (18th)

17

0.7 (5th)

August

7.0

45 (2nd)

23.9

75 (4th)

11

0.4 (19th)

Chris Brook

Hello Autumn 2021!
Verdant is the word that comes to the fore looking around the gardens this summer. Grass and hedges have been growing
consistently well, providing a wonderful foil for borders. It’s been a great year for water loving, strong sunlight shy
Hydrangeas and Dahlias. The Roses have put on a good repeat performance too.
Weeds have also been particularly successful with the rainfall. Alas, the damp and wet weather has encouraged the fungal
spores of blight on tomatoes and Boxus sempervirens (BOX). Rose black spot is problematic too - purple or black spots
appear on the upper surface of the leaves which turn brown and fall off early. This is also a fungal problem. The main
control is to practice good garden hygiene by collecting and destroying all affected leaves or
burying them under a layer of thick mulch to prevent their re-infecting the rose next Spring.
There are wide reports of downy mildew on vineyards throughout the country, although we
have managed to withstand it so far here at Kidmore vineyard. The warm days with extensive
humidity have brought this on. The hard Spring frosts have sadly produced a small harvest of
apples, quince and plums across the country.
We have been infested with Box caterpillar and looking locally it is omnipresent. We are
spraying weekly with the organic nematodes and hand picking off depressing amounts of adult
caterpillar. Another caterpillar, the Rose Saw fly, has also been a problem (see photos). From
October, they will become dormant, so wait until late spring to treat them. Do not despair if
they have damaged your hedge, new growth will return, although the plant will be weakened as
it has not had the opportunity to photosynthesise completely. In the meantime, keep attracting
the birds into the garden.
Now, is a good time to have a garden review. Have a walk around or better still, sit down in your garden, to examine what
did well. Also look out for bare patches or plants that failed to thrive - is it worth moving them to a sunnier/shadier site?
Autumn is an excellent time to move plants, divide and plant new ones, while the soil retains its summer heat, which is
normally up until late September/mid-October depending on the day/night temperature. Whilst the stems may appear
bare, the root systems will be anchoring in. Hence, the advantage of planting bare root roses from now, until late
February. Many annuals such as Cosmos and perennials such as Dahlias will survive until the first frosts. Geraniums will
need to be overwintered in a cool frost-free area with a window.
Conditions are set for a great Autumnal show this year. As the leaves are changing colour and falling to the ground, it is
best practice to remove them from lawns and borders as soon as possible. These leaves are an excellent and sustainable
resource in our gardens. Decaying leaves compost down to make an excellent mulch on borders and beneath hedges. A 67cm mulch of well composted leaves will suppress weeds, aids with water retention and buffers soils temperatures
keeping soil warm in winter and cooler in the summer. It also encourages plenty of earthworm activity with all the
benefits that brings.
It does not contain many nutrients when composted on its own, so adding a good fertiliser such as Growmore or Vitax Q4
will benefit the plants. The lack of nutrients, however, makes it an excellent media for seed sowing. (Seed sowing will be
covered in the winter article).
Naturally, some leaves decompose faster than others. The Hornbeam and the Sweet chestnut tree leaves are now ready to
go onto beds and borders after a year (see photo), whilst the thicker leaves of the Walnut and the London plane here are
not yet ready so we will leave them another year. It’s easy to know when they are ready, as the dark rich matter crumbles
in the hand.
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There are a few options for creating your own leaf mould.
(i)

Black bin liners with holes; However, in my experience, by the time the Hornbeam leaves composted down
in 10 months, the bin liner had too, which made it a frustrating task.

(ii)

Hessian /Jute leaf mould netting available from various outlets. They can be re used year on year.

(iii)

Galvanised chicken wire mesh with metal rods or bamboo sticks, made in small, medium or large depending
on the number of deciduous trees in your garden (see photo). It must be able to benefit from the rains
/watered in regularly. Turning them monthly will help them decompose quicker. I leave the thicker leaves
another year to decompose.
Place in an accessible, sheltered spot. Mine are
hidden in the copse. Remember to leave some piles
of leaves in the corner or beside it, for our snail and
slug loving gardener friend the Hedgehog.
In well-draining soil, in a sheltered spot (near a
wall, for example), leaf mould makes an excellent
mulch for Dahlias. It saves lifting and storing them.
After the first frost has blacken them, cut the stems
down to soil level and mulch with leaf mould on
the top to a depth of at least 22 cm. This method is
not suitable for heavy clay soils, but we enjoy
lovely free draining soil in this area, in the main.

Decaying leaves can also make a good addition to
the compost heap as a source of carbon.
Alternatively, grass can be added to the leave
mould compost as nitrogen when mixed into the heap and turned regularly.
Another good resource for mulch is wood chipping, which you can make yourself or buy. A thick carpet of it will aid
with moisture retention and breaking down the naturally occurring nitrogen which will diminish weeds. However, after 18
months or a couple of years it loses this ability to break down weeds and almost becomes a weed bed, so will need to be
replenished, with another thick layer.
If buying compost this year, I have heard great things about Scrulch, decomposed organic hay. I did look into it for the
Vineyard, but it will be difficult to spread along narrow rows for us. It is completely organic, as certified by the Soil
Association, but does not have its logo as it is an expensive addition. The Scrulch will last up to 2 years. It doesn’t look as
neat and tidy on the beds as other mediums - one lady reported it looked a complete mess! Having said that, it is popular
with garden designers and professional horticulturists, and it is reported to be very effective.
Another job to tackle in Autumn is planting out Spring and Summer bulbs.
Reduce weeds now, especially perennial weeds such as Dandelion which put down long tap roots over winter and appear
earlier than herbaceous plants as they can grow in lower temperatures to get away and be successful.
Enjoy the Autumn leaf colour spectacle. Kicking leaves and hearing the crunch beneath the feet is one of life’s simple
pleasures.
Niamh Kendall

Kidmore End Cricket Club
The end of 2021 was a much more normal season for Kidmore End Cricket Club as regulations and
restrictions were slowly lifted however the later stages of the season in July, August and September
unfortunately were affected by the unseasonal weather as games were played in drizzle, cloudy
conditions or cancelled due to wet weather. On the playing front the club was able to field 4 teams every
Saturday in the Thames Valley Cricket League and the Sunday XI also had a full fixture list. The U13
team performed exceptionally well by winning the Oxfordshire Cup and also winning their division in
the Berkshire Youth Cricket League.
The club was also saddened by the passing of club president Fred Curzon earlier in the year and paid a fitting tribute to
Fred at the annual President’s XI v Chairman’s XI match on the late August Bank Holiday Sunday with the inauguration
of ‘The Fred Curzon Cup’ to be presented annually to the winners of this fixture. The late Bank Holiday weekend was a
hive of activity at the cricket club as we supported the Parish Picnic on the Friday and it was great to see many
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parishioners and friends enjoying the facilities at the Recreation Ground whilst young people of all ages were engaged in
their cricket coaching and having fun playing sport with their friends. Saturday saw local resident Tom Crossland cross
the finish line after completing his epic 75 marathons in 85 days and the club showed their support by stopping the league
match in progress so that the players could join in with clapping Tom over the finish line. We also helped and assisted
with the hosting of Tom’s welcome home party by organising live Jazz music, supporting the tea and cakes being served
as well as running the club bar for all joining in with the celebrations. The Bank Holiday weekend had a very positive
feeling at the cricket club as the local community came together to enjoy each other’s company, we look forward to being
able to support more such events in the future.
Looking ahead to the 2022 season we would like to invite any new players of any age or ability to join and play in any of
our four senior Saturday league teams, or our Sunday XI who play friendly fixtures against local clubs. Young players
equally welcome to come along as well. Pre-season training for the 2022 will start in February and please keep an eye on
our social media and website for further details. For more information, please contact Chairman Jeff Sheldon on 07735
568866 or 1st XI Captain James Frost on 07971 560981. For further details on junior cricket please contact Jake Leach on
07584 091101 or Jules Cook 07717 000761.
You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground if you come along on a match day so please do
come along and see us. Further information on the club can be found on the club’s website: http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
.You can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.
Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club

PAGE | 14

ISSUE NO. | 145

Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police,

Autumn 2021

non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

SODC email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Open: Mon-Thu
Fri

01235 422422
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

20 October

Oxfordshire Highways
0845 310 1111
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways

17 November

Fix my Street

15 December

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)

Parish Council Meetings:

Friends of Sonning Common
Library Application form

Telephone advice only:

http://www.kepc.info/news.php#fosclapplication

Parish Councillors

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Website
www.caox.org.uk/henley
Telephone
0808 278 7907,
Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 17:00

Parish Council Chairman
Caroline Aldridge
chairman@kepc.info

Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you
have any news items or pictures for
the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d
be delighted to hear from you.
Articles can be sent to editor,
members of the editorial board or
directly to the website webmaster –
see right panel for contact details
The closing date for the next edition
is 3 December 2021.

Iain Pearson
Trevor Perchard
Andrew Harland
Jim Ducker
Adrian Whyles
Sonia Matthews

iain.pearson@kepc.info
trevor.perchard@kepc.info
andrew.harland@kepc.info (07747470108)
jim.ducker@kepc.info
adrian.whyles@kepc.info
sonia.matthews@kepc.info

Clerk to the Council
Roger Penfold

clerk@kepc.info (0118 947 3130)

District Councillor
Peter Dragonetti
County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk (0118 9844711)
kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk (07803 005680)

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings:
Guy Johnson
07920 100065
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings:
Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings:
Alan Gibbon

alan47b@btinternet.com

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (Editor) editor@kepc.info (0118 972 3700)
Sue Remenyi
sue.remenyi@gmail.com (07791 840 999)
KEPC website
Ana Silva O’Reilly

http://www.kepc.info
webmaster@kepc.info

KIDMORE END PARISH COUNCIL
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Kidmore End Parish Room Questionnaire on Future Use
See page 4 for further details about this questionnaire. Please only complete this paper version if you really cannot submit
it using the online link provided (https://tinyurl.com/kidmoreparishroom).
Q1 Are you aware of the Kidmore End Parish Room in Wood Lane, Kidmore End?
Yes ______

No _______

Q2 Bearing in mind how difficult it has been for village halls in general during the pandemic, have you had an
opportunity to use or to visit it in the past?
Yes ______

No _______

Q3 Are you aware that it belongs to the Diocese of Oxford, being that it stands on Glebe* land?
*Glebe is a plot of land belonging or yielding revenue to the church (in this case, the Diocese)
Yes ______

No _______

If the Diocese agreed, and a suitable lease can be renegotiated by the PCC what activities would you like to see Kidmore
End Parish Room used for?

Q5 And how could these activities be publicised?

Q6 Thinking more broadly, are there any other activities you would like to see made available in the Parish Room? For
example, is there a case to be made for a business hub, and if so, who would run it? Clean it? Be responsible for the
security of it?

Q8 Could it be a base for mobile services? If so, what services would you like to see based there?

Q7 Who would organise and administer those services on behalf of the community?
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Q8 Do you think crowdfunding for the Parish Room should be the way forward to underwrite the cost of the lease, and
encourage wider participation in the project to recognise the Parish Room as a community asset?
Yes ______

No _______

Maybe ______

Q9 Do you have any others comments?

If you would like a response to your feedback please provide your email address.

Thank you for your response.
Issued by Kidmore End & Sonning Common Parochial Church Council
Return your completed form to Sue Remenyi, Curtis Farm, Tokers Green Lane, Kidmore End.

