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Autumn was a busy time in the Parish. In September the harvest was in full swing,
and the schools held harvest festivals to celebrate the bounty. The weather has been
kind and we enjoyed spectacular autumnal scenes in gardens, fields and woodland.
Although latterly it has been unseasonably warm, we have not seen much sunshine
and with the galloping pace of the Omicron Covid-19 variant we have needed
diversions to see us through to the end of year. The Christmas Fair at Kidmore End
Primary School on 4 December was a great day. It was in fact a cold bright day and
visitors enjoyed entertainment, culinary delights and an amazing shopping
experience. For the third year the telephone box was turned into an advent calendar
with the worthy artistic efforts of children from the primary school. The culmination of the Community Christmas
celebrations was a lantern walk on Christmas Eve. Despite heavy rain
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Chair Report
Welcome everyone to our first edition of the newsletter for 2022. I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all a very happy and healthy new year. Looking back at 2021, it has been
another difficult year, but the response of our parish to these difficulties has made our whole
community stronger, with closer ties to our neighbours. We have supported one another, and
created strong friendships and support groups. I would like to thank all my fellow councillors, and
the Clerk, for all their support last year. I would also like to thank all the volunteers who work
tirelessly in the parish, in particular, the wonderful people who volunteer to deliver this newsletter
to every single home in the parish. I am very grateful for all your help and support. I would also like to thank my editorial
team, Sue Remenyi and Ana O’Reilly, and all those that contribute news and articles.
In October, we said goodbye to Adrian Whyles, one of our councillors from Gallowstree Common. Adrian was very
involved with highway problems and trying to reduce speeding in the parish, particularly on Horsepond Road, so I would
like to thank him for all his hard work. We also said goodbye to our webmaster, Ana O’Reilly, who has passed the baton
on to Tony Bowley. Ana has done a remarkable job of updating our website, and I would like to thank her for her support
and many years of hard work. For those of you who are bad at maths, these changes mean that there are 2 vacancies on
the parish council. Maybe 2022 will be the year when you think that you have time to support your community and your
parish. If you have a burning desire to learn more, please email me or the Clerk for more details.
I am still receiving reports of hedges that are encroaching onto the highway. It is the home owner/land owner’s
responsibility to trim back hedges, and now is the perfect time to do this job.
One thing that your parish council has managed to do in 2021 is in Chalkhouse Green, where the unloved post box on the
wonky wooden post has been replaced by a brand new, shiny red post box on its own metal pole. The post box has moved
to the other side of the telephone box, so users might not need to wear waders when they next need to post a letter. The
credit for this lies with Professor Jeffrey Almond, who has corresponded with the Post Office for months!
In 2022, your council will adopt the model standing orders, for the regulation of its meetings, published by the National
Association of Local Councils, so make a note to come to the Annual Meeting on the Council in 2022 to see this change
take place.
In November, your council passed a motion in support of the Climate and Ecology Emergency Bill, a private member’s
bill designed to deliver a legal commitment to follow the scientific advice to limit temperature rise to 1.5 C, and a legal
requirement to restore and protect nature. In 2022, we will be examining 20 actions parish and town councils can take in
addressing the climate and nature emergency, published by Friends of the Earth.
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/reports/20-actions-parish-and-town-councils-can-take-climate-and-nature-emergency.
Hopefully, there will be many that we can implement for the improvement of our communities.
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
We have responded to the note of clarification issued by the Examiner in response to the draft Kidmore End NDP.
Planning matters
There is now an updated Planning Enforcement Statement, which should improve efficiency, transparency and
communication. In future, clear information will be provided on the SODC website. SODC is in the top 4% of Councils in
terms of planning enforcement action taken; this it is not a statutory duty and is rather resource-intensive
http://democratic.southoxon.gov.uk/documents/s25211/Appendix%201%20%20Planning%20Enforcement%20Statement.pdf
The Wedding Venue at the Copse on Mill Lane, Kidmore End, was successfully prosecuted by SODC for breaching noise
abatement notices and ordered to pay nearly £16,000 in fines and costs in 2021. The offences took place over repeated
weekends in 2019.
SODC originally refused planning permission for a 133-unit care village at Little Sparrows, at the junction of Blounts
Court Road and Widmore Lane, Sonning Common. A Government appointed inspector overturned that decision and
granted permission for the development. On 9 December, SODC learned that their application for judicial review of that
decision was unsuccessful. This planning application has serious repercussions for the Sonning Common NDP, which is
being reviewed right now.
We have responded to consultations on the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 and the Oxford-Cambridge Arc.
In Gallowstree Common, the Tree Preservation Order (TPO) at Orchard Cottage has now been confirmed for 5 trees and
1 group of trees.
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Traffic
The good news is that the speed limit through Tokers Green will be reduced to 20 mph. I expect the new signs to go up in
January.
We will discuss the practicalities of joining the new Community Speedwatch project, where the parish council would be
expected to purchase a hand-held speed indicator device (SID). This would mean that we could carry out speed surveys at
any time without having to book a SID from Thames Valley Police. We will also be investigating the provision of
additional road signage in Gallowstree Common to reflect the fact that speed cameras are in operation.
Play Areas
Both play areas continue to be busy, and I promise that the bucket swing seat at the Kidmore End Play Area will be
repaired as soon as possible. Please continue to read the safety signs and rules, including the ‘No eating or drinking’ rule.
These are for your safety and for the safety of others. I would like to thank users who report small problems to Mr
Penfold on clerk@kepc.info.
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion and Gallowstree Common Playing Fields
Kidmore End Parish Council became the proud owners of ‘The Slip’ in October. We have sought advice about how to
manage this area for conservation and sustainability from Roselle Chapman of Wild Oxfordshire. Roselle describes the
area as ‘woodland edge/margin’ that acts as a ‘weather buffer’ to the main woodland. Such areas require special
management. She described the area as a very good purchase, which would benefit from a light touch regarding the
management and conservation of this area. She has recommended that we get a tree survey carried out as soon as
possible. The Slip provides an amazing sense of place, where local history and conservation could be promoted. We will
be discussing how to manage this area in 2022. If you would like to volunteer to help to look after this area, please contact
me on caroline.aldridge@kepc.info, Iain Pearson on iain.pearson@kepc.info or Roger Penfold on clerk@kepc.info.
The charity that is tasked with the management of the pavilion and playing fields, Kidmore End Playing Fields
Committee (KEPFC), is still in discussions to put in place new governance documents, which reflect current Charity
Commission standards. Once the new constitution in in place, the committee will be looking for additional trustees from
the community. If you would like to volunteer your time to help on this committee and become a Trustee, please send
your details to Mr Penfold on clerk@kepc.info.
Telephone boxes
The telephone box in Kidmore End held the Advent Calendar pop up event again this year. The lovely pictures drawn and
painted by pupils from Kidmore End Primary School really add to the Christmas spirit in the parish. There are plans to
trial the use this phone box as a lending library in 2022.
The phone box in Cane End has been repainted, so thank you to Alastair and Caroline McAslan for doing this amazing
renovation job. The phone box looks very smart indeed. Plans to use this phone box as a site for a defibrillator are in
discussions.
The phone box in Chalkhouse Green still requires attention. If you would like to help with this project, please contact Mr
Penfold on clerk@kepc.info.
Other news
Thank you, Flower Ladies, for continuing to decorate the well and the front of the church in Kidmore End. Your
Christmas creations were a tour de force this year, and something for us all to appreciate in these troubled times.
Caroline Aldridge
chairman@kepc.info

From the District Councillor
Just as we are all being urged to plant more trees, it is sad to see so many ash trees succumbing to ash die
back. Some of us will remember the devastation caused by Dutch Elm Disease in the 1970’s, and now it is
hard to remember the huge elm trees that once grew in every hedgerow. Photographs of pre 1970
countryside show how the rural landscape looked different from today. Like Dutch Elm disease, Ash
dieback is caused by a fungus, although this time the disease is windblown and not borne on a beetle.
The role of trees in capturing carbon is so important, but just how this happens over the life of a tree, and how different
species achieve this, is an interesting question. Carbon capture is performed by a tree through photosynthesis, the leaves
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absorbing the carbon, so that when they fall to the ground some of the carbon is locked in and stored in the ground,
although quite a lot is lost back to the atmosphere through rotting.
The bigger the tree, the more leaves, so the more carbon is captured. It takes
about 30 years for most trees to become a respectable size, with a good leaf
canopy that is renewed and falls each year, putting carbon back into the
ground. The loss of so many mature or semi mature ash trees at this time is
a real blow to the role of trees in capturing carbon, as it will be years before
newly planted trees achieve a similar level of carbon capture.
A typical tree can absorb around 21 kilograms of carbon dioxide (CO2) per
year, but this figure is only achieved when the tree is fully grown. A car
emits 300 grams of CO2 per mile, or put another way, about 12 kilos of
CO2 per gallon of fuel. Just one car, on average mileage, needs about 143
mature trees to absorb the carbon generated each year. So, we need an awful lot of mature trees to make a real impact on
the carbon being pumped into the atmosphere every day by every car, and at about 100 mature trees to the acre, that’s a
lot of land.
These figures are taken from various sources, and there is a big margin of error, and different authorities come up with
different numbers, but the magnitude of the numbers is inescapable, and that’s 30 years after a tree has matured from
planting.
Having lived in my current home for since 1994, I can see the trees I planted then are now a good size, as are the ones I
planted when I was at school many years ago. The wonders of Google Earth enable me to see just how the latter are
doing, casting long shadows over my old school playing field. Despite the age of these trees, I doubt whether the carbon
dioxide I am responsible for putting into the atmosphere has been properly absorbed.
As the apocryphal Chinese proverb says, the best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago, but the second-best time is now.
This is especially the case as 2022 is the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee year, which is all about planting trees!
Councillor Peter Dragonetti
District Councillor for Kidmore End, Whitchurch, Goring Heath and Mapledurham

The Kidmore End Parish Room – Response to Survey
The PCC wishes to thank the Newsletter Editor and her team for the opportunity to gauge the feelings of our community
to the Parish Room in Kidmore End. Whilst the Survey published in our Autumn Newsletter is officially closed, the
output is being carefully evaluated, and a summary of responses will be discussed at the PCC. If there are any further
comments, or if you would like to submit a survey response, please go online at https://tinyurl.com/kidmoreparishroom
and complete the questionnaire by the end of January.
Thank you to all who replied to the Survey. Your participation is much appreciated."
Rev’d James Stickings
Rector

The Parish Church
It’s St Andrew’s Day again and, as has become the custom, it’s time to start compiling the Parish Church piece, for
inclusion in the January issue of the KE Newsletter; and, once again, we start by expressing the hope that readers enjoyed
a very happy Christmas – despite the constraints of the Coronavirus situation.
During the autumn, restrictions regarding Covid were lifted sufficiently to allow us to ease, gradually and cautiously, into
the arrangement of Sunday services, in both our churches. Although this was well received, it has to be said that not
everyone mastered the challenge of singing through a mask! This, however, was not a problem for those who, for
whatever reason, accessed services by the facility of Zoom. Full up-to-date details of services are posted on our website
and printed in the Lamb and Flag magazine.
This year again, sadly, the very popular annual Wine and Song Evening could not be held. At the time of writing,
however, excitement is building over the planned Christmas Fair. Our thanks are due to KESA and church members who
have cooperated so well and worked so hard in arranging what promises to be a wonderful event.
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For this year’s Harvest Festival, access to the church was possible, for a service with a difference
- a Harvest Carols Service! For this, Frances [our Director of Music] had produced an Order of
Service, which provided for well-known harvest hymns, for everyone, together with pieces sung
by the church and school choirs – interspersed with readings and prayers, the readers representing
church, school and the community. For such occasions, Moira Lawrie and her Flower Ladies
never fail to deliver! Our thanks to them for the beautiful floral arrangements, inside and outside
the church.
The rain stayed away on Remembrance Sunday, and by 10.50 am there was
a large gathering of people [including uniformed Scouts and Beavers], at the
War Memorial, awaiting the start of the Act of Remembrance, during which
the two-minutes silence was respectfully observed. The outdoor service
concluded after the laying of many wreaths, but it was pleasing to note how many people proceeded
from the War Memorial into the church, for the service there.
The Editor, helpfully, has advised that, because Easter is late in 2022, details of Lent and Easter
events can await the Spring issue of the newsletter. So that leaves only January, February and March
to consider in this issue, so far as diary dates are concerned. Trying to forecast what the situation will
be in the months ahead remains difficult, and the best that can be offered is a list of events/services
[with dates where appropriate] to which, normally, we would be looking forward –
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service [23 January]
The Henley Choirs Festival. Sadly, it has already been decided that there will be no Festival.
Ash Wednesday [2 March], followed by Lent Course
World Day of Prayer [4 March]
Mothering Sunday [27 March].
We will endeavour to keep our website up-to-date with information about the above, so it is suggested that readers, who
are interested, should check regularly to see whether/how these events/occasions are being marked/celebrated –
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/166/
We wish all readers a HAPPY [and SAFE!] NEW YEAR.
Neil Scott (On behalf of Parochial Church Council)

St Michaels Church
Like other schools St Martin’s, our parish primary school located in Caversham Park Village, is trying to bring school life
more in line with the pre-Covid experience of pupils. This has included class and whole school services on a regular
basis. After learning about St Francis of Assisi and his love of nature, the youngest children were invited to bring their
pets (or a photo) to school for a short service. The older children celebrated a harvest Mass at which the food they brought
in was on display. Afterwards the food was donated to the local food bank run out of Springwater Church.
At St Michael’s we are still taking a cautious approach and encourage people to wear masks and socially distance during
our services. However, we have relaxed the strict regulations that were originally imposed, and singing has returned. At
the end of September, we celebrated the feast of St Michael. After a church service we had our first social gathering as a
parish community since the start of the pandemic with just over 40 people sharing a supper in the church hall. It was
enjoyed so much that people were reluctant to go home.
At the time of writing, we are in Advent and looking forward to our celebration of Christmas with memories of last year
when half the parish (Emmer Green, Caversham Park) were prohibited from travelling to the church when local
restrictions were suddenly imposed. We are planning a ‘Midnight’ Mass at 8.00pm on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Mass at 10.30am.
The parish of St Michael’s was founded in 1947 and will be celebrating 75 years in 2022. During the year we will tell you
something about its history and intend to have events at which you can visit and look around the church and learn
something about our parish community. That said, you don’t have to wait until then to put your foot across the threshold,
you are welcome at any time.
Website: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

PAGE | 6

ISSUE NO. | 146

Kidmore End CE School
Christmas is always frantic, festive and rather fantastic in a primary school. We opened the season in fine style with the
Kidmore End Christmas Fair, which as always was a brilliant example of the school and church communities coming
together and welcoming old friends and new into our school.
Whilst there has been the fear of more restrictions around Covid, the school has been really committed to giving all the
children and the community a Christmas experience which we all need this year. Lots of wonderful events took place in
December including the Infant Nativities, our end of term Christmas service and our Christmas lunches.
The School Council members from year 2 to 6 also organised a Christmas Jumper Day on Monday 13 December, where
they organised and led an assembly, ran a school competition and made an information leaflet for parents about their
chosen charity, The Salvation Army focusing on Homelessness at Christmas.
On Wednesday 1 December 2021, our wonderful Kidmore End choir sang at the
Oxford Town Hall as part of the Big Sing festival celebrating the start of Christmas.
The event was organised by Oxford County Music Service and the children from
Kidmore End Primary School, along with 5 other schools, sang together in this
wonderful old building to a packed audience of families.
Our choir sang a traditional French carol which wowed the audience. There was
audience participation for many of the Christmas Carols and during the Twelve Days
of Christmas, our headteacher, Mr Griffin came on stage to be a Leaping Lord. The children were very amused by this!
All the children from all the schools sang beautifully and it was such a brilliant way to start Christmas with this
performance. The choir have been working so hard this term practicing every Thursday in the church and we are so
grateful to Mrs Lesley Thomas for leading the choir and Frances Brewitt-Taylor from St John the Baptist Church for
accompanying on piano throughout this term. Both leaders have done a brilliant job to bring our talented singers together
and we are very proud of the Choir and their performance.
We have loved being part of a community project to turn the village telephone
box into an advent calendar! Our thanks go to Sue Remenyi for letting us
know of the plan. Our youngest children coloured the numbers and designed
decorative strips for the small windows, while our Year One to Six children
created Christmas pictures for each of the windows. School Council helped to
put it together and were very pleased with the result.
Kidmore End School has invested funds raised (approximately £5,500) by the
Parents Association KESA to improve the Early Years area for the children in
Foundation Stage. As part of the commitment from our families, KESA and
the school also came together for a Working Bee to decorate the area and
make it ready for the children’s first term at school. The children are very
lucky to have some fabulous new equipment including a Mark Making hut, Mud Making Kitchen and the wonderful
Magnetic Water Wall.
“The new Magnetic Water Wall and the Mud Kitchen in particular are massive
hits with the children, and the new role play areas are definitely inspiring their
imaginations! I have heard lots of fun stories of the children getting grubby
making mud pies and witches potions in the mud kitchen, and of their interest
in learning how to control water flow through the pipes and gutters at the water
wall." said Mrs Victoria Jones, a KESA committee member and parent.
Through the autumn term our children have had the opportunity to do many
different clubs including gardening, choir, football, dance, basketball, hockey,
art, rugby, running and chess. We have been very lucky with the weather with
most clubs operating for at least 10 sessions. The running club has been a particular
success, with the Year 3 and 4 boys winning a schools tournament in November. The
Spring Term Clubs will start soon, and we are looking forward to doing some cooking
also.
My first term at Kidmore End has been wonderful. I have enjoyed being part of the
community and doing my very best for the children at Kidmore End. I hope that over
the next few months we can say goodbye to the challenges of COVID and ensure all
children can further reach out into our community. We have been very lucky in the Autumn Term. COVID has not had a
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huge impact on the school and the children’s learning and experiences. The school has continued to run trips and Year 6
were very lucky to go on their Woodlands 5 day residential in Wales.
The new school website celebrates our new vision of Aiming for Excellence and reflects the new direction of our school.
Please do take a look at www.kidmore-end.co.uk.
We wish all our friends and neighbours a very happy New Year and thank you for your support and kindness throughout
2021. Please stay safe and take care.
Andrew Griffin, Headteacher

Tokers Green News
Tokers Green Pond Update
Throughout 2021 we have had several working groups of volunteer local
residents at the pond and have made real progress in many areas. Updates
have been regularly provided to residents, to KEPC and also via the Henley
Standard. Key dates and activities during 2021 in brief were as follows:
January

removed 17,500kg of silt by contractors funded by KEPC.

February weeded, cut back branches, removed dead branches, and
Creative Landscapes removed many tree stumps.
March

continued weeding, cut back and pruned trees and planted wildflower seeds.

April

planted a few water lilies in the pond, rotavated part of the site and planted grass seed.

June

weeded, created a new path and laid wood chips on the paths donated by Neil Ronaldson (see photo below).

September planted 500 daffodil bulbs and 500 snowdrop bulbs purchased with funds from KEPC.
October

installed a bench bought with funds from KEPC (see photo below)

November planted 3 Euonymus Europaeus, 5 Viburnum Opulus and 1 Sorbus Aria.

What’s next at the pond?
First, hopefully many will be using the bench and early next year admiring the splendid display of daffodils and
snowdrops. Second, we will need some regular work sessions to prune etc., as normal. Third, we are hoping for progress
on 2 matters – how best to prevent further erosion of the sides and especially of the southern apex of the green and also
renovating the filters believed to be in the drains to remove oil from the rainwater inflow into the pond – both with
support from KEPC.
Community orchard
We have created a community fruit orchard with 31 trees in part of the Rokeby Recreation Ground. After obtaining
permission from Mapledurham PC we invited all residents in Tokers Green, Dysons Wood and Chazey Heath to donate a
heritage fruit tree. The trees were planted over the weekend of 27/28 November. Massive thanks to Dave for being the
driving force making this happen and ably supported by Cath, Ron & Gill. For more information see Mapledurham PC
website and www.tinyurl.com/rrgorchard
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Village Quiz team
For more than 25 years Tokers Green have taken part in the South Oxfordshire Village Quiz league. For obvious reasons
it has been on hold for the last two seasons, however it is looking to get going again. We have just enough players to keep
us going but are always on the look-out for new people to join our team. If you'd be interested in joining, please contact
Andrew Heffer on 07749 714770 for more details.
Defib training
We are looking to hold another training session on how to use a defibrillator. It has been 3 years since our last training
session. Previous sessions have been held on a mid-week evening at KE school which seems to work pretty well for most.
They last about 2 hours and are free. Please let Ian know if you want to come along – date not fixed yet but likely to be
early in 2022.
Xmas Carol singing
The annual community carol singing will take place on Sunday December 19th from 5.00 – 6.30pm Final details are being
confirmed about location & route so watch out for more information. As usual a collection will be made for the Air
Ambulance. If you would like to join the choir please contact andrew.harland@kiteuk.org.uk
Summer 2022 Big Lunch
We are hoping that another village favourite will happen next year too – our annual Big Lunch in the Park. Stay tuned for
more info and contact Fiona for more info.
Xmas dinners
Due to continuing concerns over the pandemic and mixing indoors we have not organised this years village Xmas men’s
dinner nor the Xmas ladies dinner. Here’s hoping that we can re-start them again in 2022.
Keeping in touch with neighbours
The village WhatsApp group is proving very popular. Get the latest news on what’s happening in Tokers Green, Chazey
Heath and Dysons Wood. Anyone wishing to join please contact Mike Foxton on 07540 955992 or
michaelfoxton@hotmail.com
Green Gym working parties
The Green Gym worked at the Rokeby Recreation ground on 11 September and 23 October. They did a fantastic job
removing brambles and continuing to restore the hedging. Please look at their website https://sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk/
for their 2022 schedule and how to get involved.
Planned 20 mph speed limit
The application for a 20mph limit in Tokers Green was recently approved by Oxfordshire County Council! This is very
good news and hopefully the new traffic signage will be in place before the end of the year.
Used postage stamps
Please collect your used postage stamps (UK and overseas) as we collect them for charity. You can donate them to Teresa
Heffer who lives in Tokers Green and works at KE School. Please also ask friends and family to cut them off all those
Christmas cards that they are going to be getting soon.
Progressive Dinner Parties
Following feedback from participants, most would rather delay restarting the bi-annual Tokers Green Progressive dinners
until next year when, hopefully, the Covid situation has calmed down and things are clearer. Therefore, we shall look at
the situation next Spring but please contact Carol Neville if you want to join in next year.
Keeping up to date via WhatsApp and Email
Please let me know if you want to be added to the village email list or contact Mike Foxton to be added to the village
WhatsApp group.
Ian Beale, ian99beale@yahoo.co.uk
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2023 Kidmore End Calendar Competition
Calling all photographers! We encourage everyone to get out and take photos of the nature and wildlife around our
villages and enter the 2023 Village Calendar competition being organised by Jane Mclean. Winning photos will be
included in the calendar, which will be sold in aid of Village projects. The rules are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entrants must live in Kidmore End village
A maximum of 5 entries per participant is allowed.
At least 3 of the entries must be landscape orientation.
All photographs must be of the village and surrounding countryside.
There should be no identifiable humans in the photograph.
Give each photograph a title and state the date it was taken, which must be
from 31st October 2021.
• Email your photographs to Jane MacLean at: clanmaclean@me.com
• Submit your photographs by 31 August 2022, stating your address.

Local Weather Report: Autumn 2021
Average Minimum
Temperature

Average Maximum
Temperature

Cent

Fahr

Cent

Fahr

mm

in

September

11.2

52

21.5

71

57

2.2

October

8.1

43

15.6

60

112

4.4

November

3.6

38

10.2

50

16

0.6

185

7.2

Rainfall - 3 months to end November 2021

Rainfall

This autumn has been warmer than average, with average temperatures almost 1C higher than normal in southern
England. September was the 3rd warmest September since 1884.
September started warm and dry; from 5-8 September the daily maximum was over 28C/82F each day. The dry spell at
the end of August continued into September giving us a run of 17 days without rain. The settled spell ended on the 27th
when the weather turned noticeably colder. Although October started cool the temperatures improved giving a warmer
than average month. November was also generally mild though it did turn colder for the last 10 days of the month.
The total rainfall in September was less than average, but half of that rain 28mm/1.1in fell on a single day (28th), this
resulted in a total of 18 dry days in the month. October was wetter than normal for this part of England, and in November
we had only 16mm/0.6in rain which is less than a quarter of the normal rainfall for that month.
Storm Arwen blew through on 27/28 November, thankfully we did not experience the severe disruption that the North
East of England and Scotland had, we did get a few short snow showers which were just enough to leave a light covering
to the cars and the ground for the Monday morning drivers.
I did not record a frost until 1 November when we had both air & ground frosts, this is the first year we have not seen
frosts in October. In total there were six nights with sub-zero temperatures in November.
Lowest and Highest temperatures for 3 months to November 2021
Lowest

Highest

Highest Rainfall

Cent

Fahr

Cent

Fahr

mm

in

September

3.1

38 (29th)

29.9

86(6th)

28

1.1 (28th)

October

2.3

36 (21st)

19.9

68(9th)

25

1.0 (19th)

November

-2.5

27(27th)

14.2

57(9th & 13th)

6

0.2 (26th)

Chris Brook
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Bottle Tops
Please hold onto your plastic milk tops and drop them off to Jane Maclean who is collecting them on behalf
of the Air Ambulance. Contact Jane at clanmaclean@me.com for more information.

Gardening Update
“Judge each day not by the harvest you reap but the seeds you plant.”
Robert Lewis Stevenson
Autumn ’21 showed some fine displays of colour around the village extended by mild November temperatures and dry
still days, albeit with a couple of frosts and strong winds early on and again later in the month. The displays were
stunning and made even more enjoyable for the late sunshine.
The act of planting a seed is one of faith and hope in the future. It can be difficult to convive that
many plants and trees originated as tiny seeds. It is a wonderful activity for children, especially in
this age of instant gratification. There will be some failures, in which lessons will be learnt and
resilience built. Seeds, being inexpensive, provide an opportunity to plant something new and fun,
for example, purple asparagus or different coloured peas and beans. It’s also fun to grow new
plants from the food we eat. An example is the avocado stone shown in the photo. In therapeutic
horticulture, seed sowing is shown to be one of the most beneficial of activities. It builds
confidence, sows hope and promotes nurturing.
Seeds is a huge topic with many varying factors and requirements. I will help navigate through
some different terms so that you can make the right choice for your own garden.
Each seed contains all the DNA of its’ parents. It also contains a food store - enough to get it through germination. Seeds
collected from the garden, for example a pink foxglove, may have been pollinated with a white foxglove, so therefore
either form will present in the offspring. It is generally a good idea to collect seeds from the garden, which can be stored
in a cool dark, dry area away from hungry vermin.
Filial1 or F1 (literally “first children”) seeds have been specifically bred to produce
certain properties, e.g. high yield or unique colour. They will mature at the same
time when given the same environmental conditions, allowing farmers a specific
harvest day. This is achieved by cross pollinating repeatedly from parent plants,
sometimes by hand over several generations. Hence the extra cost. They will
produce a uniform crop.
This may not be necessary for us as gardeners, and we would aim to avoid a glut of
vegetables of any one time but may be useful for a flower display. Seeds collected
from F1 plants may be sterile and will produce different properties to that of the parents. Ultimately, offspring of F1 seeds
will not produce a good, stable crop. F1 seeds, however, will produce high yields, stronger plants and better survival rates,
and some disease resistance, useful in tomato selection.
My top tip on seeds is to buy organic seeds. Available from www.organiccatalogue.com Organic plants and vegetables
are a lot more expensive, for many reasons. That said, organic seeds are still affordable and worthwhile in my opinion.
This is because organic plants are selected and bred to be resilient to disease, pests, and climate.
This became obvious to me when I nurtured squash plants I had produced from supermarket seeds. They produced many
tennis ball size vegetables until the August rains turned them to compostable mush. (I had managed to produce them
successfully on previous years!) When I browsed through the organic catalogue some weeks later the squash seeds were
“particularly suited to the wet UK climate”.
Furthermore, when passing RHS exams. One question asked is how to prevent pests on carrots, and the answer is: Plant
resistant cultivars/ varieties – for example Carrot “Resisafly” as it benefits from a great resistance to carrot fly! This
cultivar or pest may not be common knowledge. Therefore, in planting organic seeds the work of selecting disease /pest
resistant plants is more easily achieved without a huge amount of research. While this seems obvious it is very important,
when planting seeds, to follow the instructions on the packet, for individual seeds.
As already mentioned, seeds contain a food source which will sustain them until germination (when the first 2 leaves
appear.) Therefore, their soil does not require any nutrients. Well composted leaves to a crumbly texture are ideal. John
Innes number 1 is also excellent and widely available. To germinate, most seeds will require light, heat, and water.
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Recommendations for success include:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plant a viable seed. To test this, do the simple floating test. Place
the seeds into a jar of cold water. Tap the jar firmly. A viable
seed will sink, and a dead seed will float. This will happen
immediately.
Damping off disease is a main failure of seedlings - caused by
overcrowding and lack of drainage in the soil. Emerging
seedlings are leggy with furry mildew which spreads rapidly.
Young seedlings will not survive any period of drought. Water
all seedlings from underneath until the soil dampens. Repeat 2/3
times a week.
Label and date the pots and trays with its contents.
Plant something new and different - it’s fun to experiment.
A seed exchange is a wonderful way to share in the community.
A heated propagator will give the seeds an optimum start and allow you to get them established. Electric and nonelectric propagators are available.
Frost kills, so take proactive steps to protect young, vulnerable plants.
Mice and vermin will nibble at young leaves, so protect them with a cover
Gradually wean seedlings into the outdoor environment by placing them outdoors on a mild afternoon for a few
hours at a time.

I am sure Robert Lewis Stevenson was of a more philosophical mindset when he wrote the opening quotation, but
planting seeds on a dark, dull February day is an act of faith which will be repaid in abundance in a few months.
Niamh Kendall

Tractor Runs

The tractor runs through the villages are always a spectacle and the event on Remembrance Sunday was no exception.
Scores of tractors wove their way, hooting and tooting, through the lanes in advance of the mid-morning ceremony at the
War Memorial.

Kidmore End Cricket Club
With the weather being decidedly unsuitable for cricket Kidmore End CC is getting ready for the 2022
season. The club is on the look-out for new players, spectators and supporters. Members of the parish
who regularly visit the ground will have noticed that even in the closed season the recreation ground is
still well maintained so that we can maintain one of the most picturesque cricket grounds in the Thames
Valley.
The club plays senior cricket in the Thames Valley Cricket League meaning that we travel as far east as Kew and west as
Newbury and all ports in between! The junior teams play in the Berkshire Youth Cricket League and we have teams at
U9, U11, U13 and U15 along with a thriving girls section with teams at U11 and U13 level. We also run All Stars cricket
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as an introduction for young children who want to ‘get into’ cricket. All outdoor training takes place on a Friday evening
and will start after Easter however early booking for memberships and training is advised so please do get in touch with
us if your children are interested in starting or continuing with learning about cricket.
We are an ECB Clubmark club which means that the ECB recognises that we are a ‘safe, effective and child friendly’
club. As a member of Kidmore End CC you are guaranteed that we have a base level of quality in all areas of Health and
Safety, Child Welfare and Protection. The club also actively encourages young cricketers to make the transition from
junior and school cricket to senior club cricket. In achieving Clubmark status we are also recognised as having a proven
track record in administration, player and facility development. The Clubmark award recognises the professionalism and
our excellent conduct across many different areas of junior cricket.
We would any new players of any age or ability to join and play in any of our three senior Saturday league teams or our
Sunday XI who play friendly fixtures against local clubs. Young players equally welcome to come along as well.
Pre-season indoor training for the 2022 season is underway at The Oratory School Sports Centre on a Monday evening
with Junior training also starting this month. Further information can be obtained from Chairman Jeff Sheldon on 07735
568866 or 1st XI Captain James Frost on 07971 560981. For further details on junior cricket please contact Jake Leach on
07584 091101 or Jules Cook on 07717 000761.
You will be given a warm welcome at the Gallowstree Common ground if you come along on a match day so please do
come along and see us. Further information on the club can be found on the club’s website: http://kidmoreendcc.co.uk/
You can also follow us on Twitter and find us on Facebook.
Mark New, Kidmore End Cricket Club

Keep the Date!
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend
Thursday 2 – Sunday 5 June 2022
Activities planned throughout the Parish
Keep an eye on social media
for more information!
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Useful Numbers and Contacts
Thames Valley Police,

Winter 2022

non emergency
emergency
website

101
999
www.thamesvalley.police.uk

Crime Stoppers (anonymous)
Victim Support

0800 555 111
01865 751511

SODC email: info@southoxon.gov.uk
Open: Mon-Thu
Fri

01235 422422
8.30 am - 5.00 pm
8.30 am - 4.30 pm

ORCC Directory of Transport Schemes

01865 883433
orc@oxonrcc.org.uk

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Oxon OX29 4SZ

19 January

Oxfordshire Highways
0845 310 1111
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/road-and-transport/contact-highways

16 February

Fix my Street

23 March

Citizens Advice Bureau (Henley)

Parish Council Meetings:

Friends of Sonning Common
Library Application form

Telephone advice only:

http://www.kepc.info/news.php#fosclapplication

Parish Councillors

http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Website
www.caox.org.uk/henley
Telephone
0808 278 7907,
Monday to Friday, 9:00 to 17:00

Parish Council Chairman
Caroline Aldridge
chairman@kepc.info

Are we missing your club or society?
Would you like to see their activities
listed in the Newsletter? Do you
have any news items or pictures for
the Parish?
If you would like to contribute to the
next edition, or to the website we’d
be delighted to hear from you.
Articles can be sent to editor,
members of the editorial board or
directly to the website webmaster –
see right panel for contact details
The closing date for the next edition
is 11 March 2022.

Iain Pearson
Trevor Perchard
Andrew Harland
Jim Ducker
Jeffrey Almond
Sonia Matthews
Tony Bowley

iain.pearson@kepc.info
trevor.perchard@kepc.info
andrew.harland@kepc.info (07747470108)
jim.ducker@kepc.info
jeffrey.almond@kepc.info
sonia.matthews@kepc.info
tony.bowley@kepc.info

Clerk to the Council
Roger Penfold

clerk@kepc.info (0118 947 3130)

District Councillor
Peter Dragonetti
County Councillor
Kevin Bulmer

peter.dragonetti@southoxon.gov.uk (0118 9844711)
kevin.bulmer@oxfordshire.gov.uk (07803 005680)

Kidmore End Parish Room
Bookings:
Guy Johnson
07920 100065
Diamond Jubilee Pavilion at Gallowstree Common
Bookings:
Roger Penfold
0118 947 3130
Kidmore End Memorial Hall
Bookings:
Alan Gibbon

alan47b@btinternet.com

Newsletter Editorial Board
Caroline Aldridge (Editor) editor@kepc.info (0118 972 3700)
Sue Remenyi
sue.remenyi@gmail.com (07791 840 999)
KEPC website
Tony Bowley

http://www.kepc.info
webmaster@kepc.info
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